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The  spectacular  (and  hazardous) 
migration  of  Eared  Grebes 
{Podkeps  nigricollis) 
through  southern  Utah 


JOSEPH  RJEHL,  JR.  » DIVISION  OF  BIRDS  • U.S.  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY  • SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  « WASHINGTON,  DX.  20560 
(CORRESPONDING  AUTHOR;  GREBE5K@CSX0M) 

lEITHDAY  . UTAH  DIVISION  OF  WILDLIFE  RESOURCES  • 1470  NORTH  AIRPORT  ROAD  • CEDAR  CITY,  UTAH  84721 

iRIAH  SCHMIDT  • DIVISION  OF  BIRDS  • U.S.  NATIONAL  MUSEUM  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY  • SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  • WASHINGTON,  DX.  20560 


Abstract 

The  early  winter  departure  of  Eared  Grebes 
(Podkeps  nigricollis)  from  the  hypersaline 
lakes  where  they  stage  to  the  coastal  winter- 
ing grounds  spans  four  to  five  weeks.  On  any 
night,  the  birds  leave  in  a pulse,  most  within  1.5 
hours  after  sunset.  Large  flights  can  take  two  to 
three  hours  to  pass  a single  point.  They  must  be 
spectacular,  but  the  flights  have  been  seen  only 
on  radar  because  departures  begin  after  dark. 
On  12  December  2011,  a flight  estimated  at 
>50,000  grebes  was  followed  several  hours  later 
by  a snow-caused  grounding  in  southern  Utah 
that  resulted  in  the  immediate  death  of  several 
thousand  birds.  Radar  observations  suggested 


that  the  ultimate  mortality  may  have  been  much 
greater.  Large  groundings  are  not  unusual  in  this 
area,  and  their  predisposing  conditions  are  now 
established.  Turning  off  bright  lights  for  the  few, 
predictable  hours  when  grebes  are  passing  over- 
head will  minimize  mortality. 

Background 

Eared  Grebe  (Podkeps  nigricollis)  is  perhaps  the 
most  salt  tolerant  of  North  American  birds, 
spending  most  of  the  year  in  situations  that  are 
well  beyond  the  physiological  limits  of  other 
species.  In  autumn,  the  bulk  of  the  North 
American  population  of  three  to  four  million 
birds  is  concentrated  at  two  hypersaline  lakes 


Fifure  1.  Mene  Lake,  Caiifernia,  is  one  of  tlie  two  mam  staging  areas  for  Eared  Grebes  in  North  America. 
Phstograph  by  Joseph  R.  Jehl,  Jr. 


in  the  west,  Mono  Lake  in  California  and  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  in  Utah,  where  they  molt  and 
stage  for  several  months.  Here  they  dominate 
the  avifauna  and  provide  one  of  the  continent’s 
most  impressive  avian  spectacles  (Figure  1). 
From  mid-October  into  early  winter,  it  is  often 
possible  to  stand  on  the  shore  of  Mono  Lake 
or  the  Antelope  Island  Causeway  at  Great  Salt 
Lake  and  view  hundreds  of  thousands — or  even 
a million — ^birds  in  a flock  that  can  seem  to 
span  from  shore  to  shore.  Eventually,  the  food 
runs  out,  prompting  the  start  of  a spectacular 
migration,  the  mass  departure  of  grebes  on  their 
post-staging  migration  to  wintering  grounds  in 
Mexico  and  southern  California.  The  movement 


EARED  GREBE  MIGRATION  THROUGH  SOUTHERN  UTAH 


occurs  between  mid-November  and  mid-Janu- 
ary, making  it  the  latest  for  any  regular  migrant. 
It  has  not  been  fully  documented  because  it 
takes  place  under  cover  of  darkness  and  has 
never  been  directly  observed.  By  using  Dop- 
pler radar  (see  Gauthreaux  and  Belser  2003), 
we  have  been  able  to  study  and  at  least  visu- 
alize much  of  the  migration  out  of  Great  Salt 
Lake  and  gain  some  insight  to  the  behavior  and 
responses  of  grebes  to  unforeseen  challenges. 

This  paper  is  based  primarily  on  public 
radar  files  (see  Gathreaux  and  Belser  2003) 
from  the  NEXRAD  station  (KMTX)  at  Prom- 
ontory Point.  Utah,  which  is  near  the  grebes’ 
main  point  of  departure  from  Great  Salt 
Lake.  We  analyzed  the  data  from  November 
through  January  in  each  year  from  1998-2006 
and  2010-2011  and  recorded  the  number  of 
flights,  weather  conditions,  departure  times, 
and  behavior.  Knowledge  of  the  dates  and 
times  of  departures  made  it  possible  to  look  for 
evidence  of  the  birds’  progress  by  using  data 
from  NEXRAD  stations  at  Cedar  City,  Utah 
(KICX),  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  (KESX),  and  Yuma, 
Arizona  (KYUK),  which  are  farther  along  the 
route.  The  size  and  density  of  radar  echos  at 
peak  departure  time  (ca.  1:15-1:30  hours  after 
sunset),  along  with  information  on  the  size  of 
the  staging  population  obtained  from  aerial 
photo-censuses  (Boyd  and  Jehl  1998),  permit- 
ted us  to  make  rough  proportional  estimates  of 
the  size  of  individual  departures.  In  2011,  the 
population  approximated  two  million  birds  Q. 
Neill,  pers.  comm.).  Here  we  provide  an  over- 
view of  our  general  findings,  and  use  radar  to 
extend  ground-based  findings  regarding  the 
events  and  consequences  of  a weather-induced 
grounding  of  thousands  of  grebes  in  the  Cedar 
Ciiy,  Utah  area  in  December  2011. 

Staging  at  Great  Salt  Lake 

Eared  Grebes  begin  to  arrive  at  Great  Salt  Lake 
immediately  after  the  breeding  season,  adults 
from  late  July  into  early  September,  juveniles 
from  mid-August  into  October  Qehl  and  Henry 
2010).  The  attraction  is  the  presence  of  small 
invertebrates,  principally  Brine  Shrimp  (Arte- 
mia  frandscana),  which  occur  in  enormous 
abundance  and  provide  uncontested  pickings 
for  the  grebes  and  the  few  other  species  that 
can  tolerate  the  harsh  lake  environment  Qehl 
1994a).  Over  the  next  several  months,  the 
grebes  undergo  major  changes  in  body  compo- 
sition (Jehl  1997).  After  arriving  at  weights  of 
250-300  g,  adults  initiate  a simultaneous  wing 
molt,  which  makes  them  flightless  for  about  35 
days.  The  superabundance  of  shrimp  allows 
them  to  gain  weight  quickly,  and  by  mid-  to  late 
October,  adults’  weights  commonly  exceed  600 


g.  Most  of  the  increase  is  fat,  but  some  derives 
from  hypertrophy  of  the  digestive  organs  (stom- 
ach, liver,  intestines),  which  can  double  or  triple 
in  size;  a stomach  that  weighs  10-1 1 g on  arrival 
can  exceed  30  g at  peak.  At  the  same  time,  the 
breast  muscles  atrophy  by  50%  or  more,  so  that 
even  after  the  remiges  are  replaced,  the  grebes 
remain  incapable  of  flight  until  departure  is 
imminent.  Juveniles  undergo  similar,  though 
less  pronounced  changes  Qehl  1997). 

Life  at  a lake  with  uncontested  food  and  no 
avian  or  fish  predators  is  idyllic,  but  not  eter- 
nal. Brine  shrimp  populations  decline  through 
the  fall  and  eventually  drop  below  levels  at 
which  the  flightless  grebes  can  exploit  them 
successfully.  Eared  Grebes  are  always  reluctant 


to  fly  and  are  probably  evidently  incapable  of 
flight  for  9-10  months  over  the  year.  But  when 
food  runs  out,  they  must  migrate.  This  requires 
them  to  reverse  the  changes  in  body  compo- 
sition, rebuild  breast  muscles,  and  trim  down 
to  flying  size  of  410-450  g in  adults,  a drop 
of  25%  or  more.  To  our  knowledge,  the  Eared 
Grebe  is  the  only  bird  that  achieves  migratory 
condition  by  undergoing  a pre-migration  reduc- 
tion of  weight  and  fat  stores. 

Departure 

Fall  migration  in  most  North  American  birds 
is  associated  with  the  passage  of  cold  fronts 
and  tail  winds.  Eared  Grebes  prefer  periods  of 
stable  air  and  negligible  winds.  This  is  requisite 
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Figure  2.  The  rsute  of  Eared  Grebes  in  post-staging  migration  from  Utah's  Great  Salt  Lake  to  the  Gulf  of  California, 
as  indicated  by  radar  observations  and  the  location  of  frequent  groundings  (cross  hatched).  The  route  south  of 
Cedar  City  is  probably  broader  than  shown. 
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because  grebes  have  poor  maneuverability  and  cannot 
risk  encountering  winds  that  might  drift  them  eastward 
across  the  southwestern  deserts.  Most  departures  take 
place  when  skies  are  clear,  or  under  minimal  clouds; 
evenings  with  rain,  snow,  or  overcast  skies  are  rejected. 
Because  staging  birds  vary  in  body  condition,  not  all  are 
ready  to  leave  at  the  same  time.  In  any  year,  the  departure 
period  spans  four  to  five  weeks,  with  actual  outbound 
flights  occurring  as  weather  conditions  permit,  juveniles 
spend  less  time  overall  at  staging  lakes  and  undergo  less 
extreme  changes  in  body  composition,  rarely  attaining 
the  high  weights  of  adults.  Juveniles  also  depart  earlier 
than  adults.  From  1998  to  2011,  the  number  of  nights 
on  which  birds  departed  Great  Salt  Lake  ranged  from 
11  to  21.  Departures  involving  the  largest  number  of 
individuals  occur  in  the  last  half  of  the  period,  usually 
second  half  of  December  or  first  days  of  January. 

Field  and  radar  data  show  that  migrants  fly  directly 
from  Great  Salt  Lake  to  wintering  areas  in  the  Gulf  of  Cal- 
ifornia. There  are  no  aquatic  habitats  in  the  intervening 
steppe  desert  that  would  offer  them  a place  to  set  down, 
except  for  the  Salt  on  Sea,  which  most  bypass  at  this 
season  Qehl  and  McKernan  2002,  Jehl  et  al.  2003).  At 
ground  speed  of  about  65  km/hour  (40  miles/hour),  the 
1000-km  trip  to  the  Gulf  of  California  takes  about  16.5 
hours.  The  route  is  simple  (Figure  2,  p.  205).  Although 
staging  grebes  are  distributed  throughout  the  South 
Arm  of  Great  Salt  Lake  (the  North  Arm  is  sterile),  late 
in  season  the  largest  numbers  are  usually  concentrated 
about  50  km  north  of  the  south  shore  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fremont  Island  and  along  the  west  shore  near  Lakeside 
(Don  S.  Paul,  pers.  comm.).  Because  of  the  remoteness  of 
these  locations,  premigratory  activities  are  rarely  viewed. 
Observations  elsewhere,  however,  show  that  the  birds 
start  to  become  active  at  dusk,  calling  and  making  short 
flights  just  above  the  surface  Qehl  and  Henry  2010).  They 
leave  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  the  first  becoming  air- 
borne 30  minutes  after  sunset.  Flying  low  and  undetected 
(below  the  radar  sweep)  over  the  lake,  most  pass  between 
Antelope  Island  and  Stansbury  Island;  sometimes  a dis- 
tinct smaller  flight  that  has  apparently  tracked  the  Lake- 
side Mountains  of  the  western  shore  shows  up  a few  km 
farther  west.  The  first  grebes  reach  the  south  shore  and 
cross  Interstate  Highway  80  about  45  minutes  after  sun- 
set, climb  rapidly  to  avoid  the  bordering  mountains,  then 
continue  on  a southerly  (180°  bearing)  track  that  paral- 
lels State  Highway  36  over  Tooele  and  Rush  Valley  before 


Figure  3.  Base  velocity  product  from  WSR-88D  radar  at  Salt  Lake  City 
(KMTX),  Utah,  9 December  201 1 . Salt  Lake  City  lies  at  the  intersections  of 
Interstate  1 5 (N-S  red  line  at  right)  and  1-80  (L-W  red  line  at  center).  The 
dark  area  to  the  west  and  north  is  Great  Salt  Lake.  The  NEXRAD  site  (gray 
clump  in  upper  left  corner  of  the  image)  is  north  of  the  grebes'  major  stag- 
ing area.  The  white  bar  represents  a distance  of  B2  km.  The  legend  shows 
the  radial  velocity  (in  knots)  of  objects  with  respect  to  the  radar.  Top: 
18:06  MST  (7  hours  earlier  than  GMT).  A small  group  of  grebes,  maximum 
velocity  65.6  km/h  (36  knots),  crossing  Interstate  80.  Middle:  18:27;  peak 
of  the  first  departure.  Bottom:  18:47;  the  last  birds  in  this  pulse  have 
cleared  the  lake,  and  the  leading  edge  is  disappearing  to  the  south. 
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disappearing  at  the  limit  of  the  radar  beam  near  Faust. 
This  pulse  usually  lasts  for  60-90  minutes,  reaching  a peak 
about  85  minutes  after  sunset.  On  some  nights,  another 
(sometimes  the  only)  pulse  arrives  at  the  shore  about  an 
hour  later.  From  the  location  of  groundings  (see  below), 
we  infer  that  grebes  maintain  this  bearing  until  reaching 
the  vicinity  of  Delta,  then  shift  more  westerly  (185-190°), 
passing  over  Cove  Fort  and  Cedar  City,  Utah  and  the  west- 
ern border  of  Arizona  before  reaching  the  head  of  the  Gulf 
of  California  the  following  morning.  This  route  brings 
them  within  range  of  NEXRAD  stations  at  Cedar  City,  Las 
Vegas,  and  Yuma,  but  we  have  rarely  detected  grebes  south 
of  Cedar  City,  presumably  because  the  huge  flocks  dissi- 
pate after  a few  hours  in  flight. 

As  with  all  radar  ornithology  there  is  the  question  of 
identification  to  species.  In  this  case,  the  source  area  is 
obvious,  and  the  size  of  the  echo  shows  that  thousands 
of  birds  are  involved.  Because  Eared  Grebe  is  the  only 
species  that  occurs  in  such  numbers  at  Great  Salt  Lake  so 
late  in  the  year,  the  identification  to  species  is  straightfor- 
ward. The  shape  of  the  echo,  which  we  liken  to  a burst,  is 
unlike  that  of  waterfowl  (S.  A.  Gauthreaux,  pers.  comm). 
The  schedule  of  departures  corresponds  with  the  decline 
in  the  size  of  the  staging  population,  and  the  post-sunset 
leavings  match  field  observations.  Most  convincingly,  we 
can  correlate  departures  with  the  time  and  location  of 
well-documented  groundings. 

In  any  year,  the  earliest  and  latest  flights  are  hard  to  verify 
because  they  involve  few  birds,  whereas  mid-season  depar- 
tures are  conspicuous  and  can  involve  many  thousands. 
In  2011,  grebes  departed  Great  Salt  Lake  on  21  occasions 
between  13  November  and  26  December.  One  of  the  larg- 
est was  on  9 December;  it  involved  two  pulses.  The  first 
reached  the  south  shore  at  17:45,  and  by  18:08  (Figure 
3,  top),  thousands  were  streaming  southward.  When  the 
last  birds  cleared  the  lake  at  18:27  (Figure  3,  middle),  the 
flight  spread  over  an  area  of  27  x 16  km,  then  (Figure  3, 
bottom)  stretched  to  53  x 10  km  at  18:47,  and  disappeared 
at  19:16.  Almost  immediately,  a second  pulse  appeared, 
whose  leading  edge  was  already  30.4  km  south  of  the  lake 
by  19:35  (Figure  4,  top)  and  growing  rapidly  (Figure  4, 
middle).  By  20:35  (Figure  4,  bottom),  its  echo  was  nearly 
65  km  long.  Imagine  how  this  might  have  appeared  in  day- 
light, an  almost  continuous  procession  of  perhaps  200,000 
birds  of  a single  species  that  required  two  to  three  hours 
to  pass  a single  point.  Although  this  falls  far  short  of  the 
legendary  days-long  flights  of  Passenger  Pigeons  (Ectopistes 
migratorius),  the  radar  images  hint  at  how  such  flights  may 
have  appeared. 

Groundings  of  December  201 1 

Eared  Grebes  leaving  Great  Salt  Lake  are  aware  of  the 
weather  and  expect  to  reach  wintering  areas  by  the  next 


Figuri  4.  Base  whtl^  prodyct  from  WSR-88D  radar  at  Salt 
Lake  City  (KMTX),  Utali,  9 December  201L  T@p:  19:3S  MSI  A 
second  pulse  departing  1:19  hr  later  on  the  same  track  and 
speed.  Middle:  1 9:55,  near  peak.  Bittiin:  20:35;  the  last 
birds  have  cleared  the  lake;  the  echo  is  about  61  km  long. 
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morning.  But  the  tnp  to  Mexico  is  long,  and  expectations 
may  not  be  realized.  At  sunset  on  12  December  2011, 
a departure  was  imminent.  Conditions  were  not  ideal; 
clouds  surrounded  the  lake,  and  there  was  a crosswind 
from  the  west.  Presently,  the  clouds  opened  over  the 
southern  part  of  the  lake,  and  some  birds  commenced 
the  flight.  At  17:42  (Figure  5,  top),  the  vanguard  of  tens 
of  thousands  was  already  13  km  south  of  Interstate  80. 
Clouds  were  thicker  there,  precluding  clear  radar  views 
as  birds  navigated  through.  But  when  the  clouds  opened 
at  18:46  (Figure  5,  middle),  it  was  clear  that  a large  emi- 
gration had  been  in  progress,  though  at  relatively  low 
speed,  perhaps  because  of  clouds  or  headwinds.  The 
clouds  continued  to  blow  away  from  the  lake,  and  an 
hour  later  (Figure  5,  bottom),  a smaller  group  followed 
along  the  same  route,  reaching  maximum  density  at 
20:05.  The  total  number  of  grebes  in  the  two  groups 
probably  exceeded  50,000. 

The  first  hours  of  the  flight  were  evidently  accom- 
plished in  relatively  clear  skies.  But  near  Cedar  City,  clouds 
had  closed  in  to  the  south  and  it  began  to  snow.  The  grebes 
became  disoriented,  homed  in  on  the  bright  lights  from  a 
shopping  center,  mistook  the  parking  lot  for  a lake,  and 
crashed  (Figure  6,  p.  209).  The  same  was  happening  at  the 
brightly  lit  WECCO  chemical  plant  16  km  to  the  north- 
west. The  first  birds  were  noted  at  Enoch,  13  km  north  of 
Cedar  City,  at  22:30.  When  the  grounding  ended  at  01:30 
on  13  December,  thousands  of  dead,  crippled,  and  dying 
grebes  lay  on  the  ground,  some  1500  in  the  Wal-Mart 
parking  lot  alone.  Utah  Division  of  Wildlife  Resources 
personnel  were  dispatched  shortly  before  midnight,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  local  populace  salvaged  approxi- 
mately over  3000  birds  on  13  December  and  ferried  them 
to  the  nearest  open  water,  about  60  km  to  the  south-south- 
west (Figure  7,  p.  210).  Cedar  City  residents  continued  to 
report  grounded  grebes  for  nearly  three  weeks.  Most  had 
probably  been  grounded  on  the  night  of  12-13  December, 
though  it  is  possible  that  some  fell  on  subsequent  nights. 
Over  all,  about  4700  were  released  by  the  Division. 

Subsequent  field  surveys  and  inquiries  established 
that  the  bulk  of  the  mortality  was  centered  on  Cedar  City 
and  the  WECCO  plant,  with  minor  groundings  scattered 
within  a 48-56-km  radius  to  the  west  and  south  (Figure 
’7).  The  Utah  Division  of  Wildlife  Resources  estimated 
that  more  than  7000  grebes  had  been  grounded,  of  which 
more  than  3000  were  killed.  This  mortality  estimate  is 
surely  conservative,  as  many  carcasses  were  discarded  or 
were  buried  as  snow  was  plowed  from  parking  lots;  and 
an  unknown  number  of  birds  crashed  in  unpopulated 
areas.  In  addition,  some  of  the  released  grebes  certainly 

Figure  5.  Base  velocity  product  from  WSR-88D  radar  at  Salt  Lake  City 
(KMTX),  Utah,  1 2 December  2011.  The  gray  and  green  areas  are  clouds; 
clear  skies  prevail  only  over  the  southern  end  of  the  lake.  Top:  17:42;  the 
first  small  pulse  of  grebes  Is  south  of  the  lake.  Middle:  18:46;  numbers 
have  increased,  and  a much  larger  group  is  emerging  from  the  clouds.  The 
leading  edge  is  flying  at  about  66.7  km/h  (36  knots),  the  majority  at  46 
km/h  (25  knots).  Bottom:  18:05;  skies  have  cleared  and  a second,  smaller 
pulse  has  departed,  again  flying  about  46  km/h  (25  knots). 
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died  later  from  severe  internal  injuries  suf- 
fered when  crashing  on  hard  surfaces  (broken 
bones,  concussions,  ruptured  organs),  or  expo- 
sure and  starvation.  Subsequent  investigation 
showed  that  95%  of  the  fatalities  were  adults, 
which  except  for  injuries  had  been  in  excellent 
body  condition. 

Abetted  by  YouTube  postings,  news  of  the 
grounding  and  rescue  efforts  flashed  though 
the  local,  national,  and  even  international 
media  for  several  days.  Radar  evidence,  how- 
ever, showed  that  the  story  was  incomplete. 
While  we  were  unable  to  detect  grebes  as  they 
approached  Cedar  City  and  became  lost  in  the 
snowstorm,  some  that  arrived  a little  later  were 
able  to  find  holes  in  the  cloud  cover  (23:59; 
Figure  8,  p.  210,  top),  recalibrate  their  bear- 
ings, and  return  north  at  full  speed.  The  reverse 
migration  intensified,  with  birds  heading  east- 
ward into  clear  skies  over  the  mountains  and 
then  northward,  forming  a band  48  km  wide 
and  13  km  deep  at  00:42  (Figure  8,  middle). 
They  were  followed  two  hours  later  (02:38; 
Figure  8,  bottom)  by  another  large  northward 
movement — evidently  the  second  departure — 
which  had  been  displaced  slightly  farther  east. 
Thus,  while  mortality  was  dramatic,  the  size  of 
these  echoes  indicate  that  only  a small  fraction 
of  the  migrants  was  involved  and  that  thou- 
sands had  been  able  to  escape. 

This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  they  sur- 
vived. Flight  is  energetically  costly  for  grebes, 
and  any  that  were  able  to  get  back  to  Great  Salt 
Lake  (or  Utah  Lake,  which  is  64  km  nearer) 
would  have  flown  about  12  hours,  catabolized 
much  of  the  fat  they  would  need  to  reach  the 
wintering  grounds,  and  on  landing  would  have 
found  no  food  to  replenish  those  stores.  At 
this  point,  their  weight  would  have  dropped 
to  about  350-370  g.  Given  that  Eared  Grebes 
make  a two-  to  three-day  nonfeeding  migra- 
tion when  moving  from  the  breeding  grounds 
to  staging  lakes  Qehl  and  Henry  2010),  a suc- 
cessful second  effort  would  still  be  possible  for 
the  grebes  that  had  aborted  the  first  effort.  But 
the  timing  would  be  tight,  as  they  were  about 
to  face  a layover  of  several  days  before  being 
able  to  attempt  the  flight  to  the  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia again. 

We  do  not  know  the  rest  of  the  story.  We  saw 
no  birds  passing  Cedar  City  on  12  December, 
nor  did  we  see  any  returning  into  the  Great  Salt 
Lake  radar  on  the  morning  of  13  December.  If 
any  made  it,  few  if  any  tried  to  leave  immedi- 
ately, as  there  were  no  further  departures  until 
16  December.  This  suggests  that  the  number  of 
birds  ultimately  lost  as  a result  of  the  ground- 
ing may  have  greatly  exceeded  field  estimates 
based  on  physical  counts. 


An  unnecessary  problem 

The  176-km  stretch  between  Delta  and  Cedar 
City  is  a migration  gantlet  for  Eared  Grebes, 
having  been  the  location  of  at  least  a dozen  sig- 
nificant groundings  (>1000  birds)  since  1991 
Qehl  1986,  1994b).  The  largest  occurred  over 
several  nights  between  5-16  January  1997  and 
totaled  as  many  as  35,000  birds  (Jehl  et  al. 
1999).  In  all  cases,  the  story  has  been  the  same. 
Grebes  became  disoriented  when  they  encoun- 
tered snow,  lost  their  bearings,  and  homed  in, 
like  moths  to  a flame,  to  the  bright  lights  of 
towns  and  industry.  Some  mistook  parking  lots 
and  highways  for  water;  a few  landed  on  roof- 
tops, others  fell  into  bare  desert  and  were  never 
found.  The  continual  groundings  in  this  small 
section  of  Utah  cannot  be  random  and  may 
be  related  to  the  fact  that  the  mountains  bend 
westward,  perhaps  creating  a trap  for  snow  and 
fog.  The  area  also  contains  several  population 
centers,  with  their  attracting  well-lighted  cities, 
industrial  plants,  and  highway  intersections. 

The  size  of  the  2011  grounding  cannot  be 
known.  But  whether  it  killed  several  thousand 
grebes  or  many  more,  the  loss  was  unnecessary. 
Given  our  current  understanding,  it  appears 
that  future  losses  can  be  reduced  or  prevented. 
Departures  from  Great  Salt  Lake  are  predictable 
and  span  a five-week  period  that  typically  begins 
in  mid-November  to  early  December.  We  know 
the  source  area,  the  flight  speed,  the  time  of 
departure,  and  take-off  conditions.  From  this, 
we  can  predict  when  birds  are  likely  to  depart 
and  calculate  their  passage  time  at  points  farther 
south.  For  Cedar  City,  it  will  be  2230-0130  hr. 
We  know  that  there  will  be  about  15  depar- 
tures in  any  year,  that  weather  conditions  for  a 
grounding  are  infrequent,  and  that  groundings 


are  localized  where  birds  are  attracted  to  lights. 
Is  there  any  reason,  then,  why  the  shopping 
centers,  energy  plants,  or  major  light  sources 
along  the  route  cannot  be  alerted  to  shut  off  or 
otherwise  dim  their  lights  during  the  few  days 
and  hours  of  greatest  risk?  Such  precautions 
will  not  end  groundings:  there  will  always  be 
storms,  and  some  grebes  will  always  get  disori- 
ented. But  eliminating  excessive  lighting  will 
give  the  grebes  a chance  to  seek  a patch  of  clear 
sky  (as  happened  in  Cedar  City),  check  bear- 
ings, and  make  adjustments. 
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Figure  7 (left  page).  Grounding  and  release  locations  of  Eared 
Grebes  on  12-13  December  20n.  Map  courtesy  of  Utah  Division 
of  Wildlife  Resources. 

Figure  8.  Base  velocity  product  from  WSR-88D  radar  at  Cedar  City 
(KICK),  Utah,  12-13  December  201 1 . The  N-NE  red  line  is  Interstate  1 5; 
the  W-E  line  is  Interstate  70.  Colored  areas  are  snow  clouds  moving 
north,  toward  (green)  or  away  (yellow/orange)  from  the  NEXRAD  site 
(black  circle  at  bottom  left).  Top:  23:59, 12  December.  At  this  time 
grebes  had  been  crashing  for  about  90  minutes.  The  Cedar  City  area  is 
covered  with  clouds,  except  for  a small  hole,  in  which  grebes  are  flying 
northward  at  66.7  km/h  (36  knots).  Middle:  00:42, 13  December;  a wide 
band  of  grebes,  evidently  the  first  pulse  from  Great  Sait  Lake,  returning 
northward.  Location:  southeast  of  Sevier  and  approaching  Interstate  70. 
Bottom:  02:38;  the  second  pulse  emerging  from  the  snowstorm  and 
flying  north.  Location:  east  of  Richfield  and  south  of  Interstate  70. 
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Abstract 

This  article  provides  documentation  of  a 
Clay-colored  Thrush  (Turdus  grayi)  photo- 
graphed in  northern  New  Mexico  during  the 
winter  of  2001-2002,  the  first  to  be  found  in 
the  United  States  away  from  Texas  and  the 
northernmost  record  known  for  the  species. 

Field  encounter 

On  22  November  2001,  Rose  Mary  and 
Gene  Harty  noticed  an  unusual  robin-like 
bird  hunting  in  the  wet  meadow  adjacent  to 
their  property  in  the  community  of  Horse- 
shoe Springs,  about  1.5  km  northwest  of  the 


village  of  La  Cueva,  Sandoval  County,  New 
Mexico.  The  location  (35°  53’  N,  106°  39’ 
W),  at  the  head  of  a south-facing  valley  in 
the  Jemez  Mountains  at  about  2390  m,  is 
a collection  of  well-spaced  homes  in  pine 
forest  adjacent  to  an  open  meadow.  The 
bird  caught  their  attention  because  by  that 
time  in  the  season  all  of  the  post-breeding/ 
migrating  flocks  of  American  Robins  (Turdus 
migratorius)  had  left  the  area;  they  noted  the 
bird  was  robin-like  in  size  and  shape  but 
was  entirely  drab  in  coloration.  The  Hartys 
observed  the  bird  again  on  4 December,  for- 
aging in  the  meadow  and  in  small  Juniperus 
trees.  On  22  December, 
the  bird  appeared  in 
the  vicinity  of  a feed- 
ing station  of  the  Har- 
ty’s  neighbors,  Jan  and 
Ralph  Stone,  who  were 
participants  in  Project 
FeederWatch.  From 
field  guides,  the  Stones 
identified  the  bird  as 
a Clay-colored  Robin 
[Thrush]  (Turdus  grayi) , 
and  this  was  eventu- 
ally reported  to  Project 
FeederWatch. 

By  late  December, 
however,  the  thrush 
was  spending  most  or 
all  of  its  time  in  the  gen- 
eral vicinity  of  the  Har- 
tys’ yard;  it  occasion- 
ally visited  the  water 
bath  at  their  feeding 
station,  likely  attracted 
there  by  the  activities 
of  other  birds,  but  it 
showed  no  interest  in  a 
seed  feeder,  even  when 
dried  fruits  were  added 
to  the  seed  tray.  The 
thrush  was  at  all  times 
decidedly  wary  and 


would  quickly  leave  the  area  if  disturbed. 
However,  it  began  to  associate  with  a small 
flock  of  Steller’s  Jays  (Cyanocitta  stelleri)  that 
regularly  visited  the  feeding  station.  The 
thmsh  remained  uninterested  in  the  seed 
feeder,  but  eventually  followed  the  jays  to 
a suet  feeder,  which  it  was  unable  to  access 
due  to  its  inability  perch  on  the  wire  device. 
Mr.  Harty  then  built  a perch,  which  the 
thrush  learned  to  use  to  access  the  feeder. 
The  thrush  visited  this  suet  feeder  during  the 
coldest  part  of  the  winter.  By  late  winter  or 
early  spring,  however,  the  thrush  abandoned 
the  suet  to  return  to  foraging  in  the  thawing 
meadow,  and  was  seldom  seen  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  feeding  station  again.  By  late  March 
or  early  April,  as  flocks  of  migrant  American 
Robins  began  to  return,  the  thrush  began  to 
associate  with  that  species,  and  was  some- 
times seen  hunting  in  the  meadow  with  one 
or  more  of  them.  The  exact  time  of  departure 
was  not  noted,  but  is  believed  to  have  been 
sometime  in  early  May,  around  the  time  that 
the  American  Robin  flocks  dispersed  or  oth- 
erwise left  the  area. 

The  record  came  to  light  in  late  August 
2002,  when  David  Bonter  of  Project  Feed- 
erWatch contacted  me  with  the  informa- 
tion that  a Clay-colored  Thrush  had  been 
reported  by  a New  Mexico  participant  and 
that  a photograph  was  available.  He  put  me 
in  touch  with  the  Stones,  who  then  put  me  in 
touch  with  the  Hartys.  I visited  both  couples 
at  the  Hartys’  home  on  5 September  2002  to 
discuss  the  record,  receiving  six  photographs 
(Figures  1-2)  and  a written  account  of  the 
event  from  Rose  Mary  Harty. 

Discussion 

The  materials  were  circulated  to  the  New 
Mexico  Bird  Records  Committee.  In  the 
course  of  our  discussions,  we  learned  from 
Barry  R.  Zimmer,  a Committee  member,  that 
the  species  had  been  increasing  in  numbers 
and  expanding  in  range  in  southern  Texas 
since  the  1990s.  Special  attention  was  given 


Figure  1 . Clay-colored  Thrush,  Horseshoe  Springs  near  La  Cueva,  Sandoval 
County,  New  Mexico,  January  2002.  Photograph  by  Rose  Mary  Harty. 
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to  any  indication  that  the  bird  may  have 
come  from  captivity.  Dale  A,  Zimmerman, 
another  Committee  member,  concluded 
that  the  available  photographs  showed  the 
bird  was  in  good  plumage  condition,  with 
no  obvious  signs  of  captivity  evident  in  its 
bill,  toes,  or  feathering.  The  bird’s  behavi-or, 
which  was  described  in  some  detail,  was  that 
of  a wild  Clay-colored  Thrush,  being  shy, 
retiring  to  trees  when  disturbed,  and  spend- 
ing most  of  its  foraging  time  in  the  meadow; 
noteworthy  was  its  unfamiliarity  with  feeders 
and  not  recognizing  them  as  a food  source, 
continuing  to  avoid  a food  tray  even  when 
fruits  were  offered,  and  learning,  only  with 
difficulty,  to  use  a suet  feeder,  which  it  aban- 
doned for  the  meadow  when  spring  arrived. 
Altogether,  the  bird’s  late  autumn  arrival, 
its  subsequent  behavior,  and  its  lack  of  any 
signs  of  captivity  all  argued  for  it  being  a 
wild  vagrant.  The  species  was  accepted  to  the 
New  Mexico  list  in  November  2005,  where 
it  now  joins  at  least  two  other  “south  Texas 
specialties,”  Long-billed  Thrasher  (Toxostoma 
longirostre)  and  Golden-crowned  Warbler 
(Basileuterus  culicivorus). 

From  its  historical  range,  which  stretched 
from  northeastern  Mexico  south  to  Colombia 
(A.O.’U.  1998),  Clay-colored  Thrush  appears 
to  have  been  spreading  steadily  northward 
into  Texas  for  at  least  the  past  half  century, 
slov/ly  at  first,  then  accel- 
erating during  the  past  two 
decades.  First  noted  in  Texas 
in  1940  (A.O.U.  1957),  it 
was  not  detected  again  until 
1959  Games  1960),  but  soon 
thereafter  was  noted  at  sev- 
eral additional  locales  in  the 
south  Texas  region  and  with 
one  documented  dispersal 
some  560  km  northeast  to 
the  vicinity  of  Huntsville, 

Texas,  in  February  1973 
(Moldenhauer  1974).  The 
species  had  become  annual 
in  the  south  Texas  region 
by  the  mid-1970s,  and 
nesting  was  documented 
in  1986,  by  which  time  it 
was  well  established  as  a 
rare  but  regular  south  Texas 
specialty  (Carmona  2000, 

Brush  2005).  Although  Phil- 
lips (1991)  suggested  the 
south  Texas  population  may 
have  been  entirely  derived 
from  escaped  cagebirds,  that 
seems  unlikely,  given  the 


relatively  close  proximity  to  native  popula- 
tions, the  habitat  similarities,  the  relatively 
sudden  and  simultaneous  appearances  of 
birds  at  numerous  widely  scattered  locales, 
and  the  documented  dispersal  of  individu- 
als even  farther  north.  Brush  (2012)  sum- 
marized the  current  extent  of  the  ongoing 
range  expansion  in  Texas,  which  accelerated 
noticeably  in  the  1990s  and  has  continued 
into  the  2000s;  he  also  documented  addi- 
tional instances  of  individuals  dispersing  far 
beyond  the  known  range,  including  north- 
west to  Big  Bend  National  Park,  where  one 
persisted  December  2004-April  2005.  In  his 
earlier  summary  of  the  species’  status,  Brush 
(2005)  observed  that  the  recent  increases  in 
southern  Texas  occurred  during  a period  of 
warmer  winters.  Though  the  precise  mecha- 
nism allowing  the  species  to  expand  north- 
ward is  unidentified,  it  is  possible  that  con- 
tinuing expansion,  and  associated  dispersal 
of  individuals  far  beyond  currently  known 
range,  are  related  to  the  warming  climate. 
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Abstract 

The  Guadeloupe  archipelago  had  its  first  com- 
prehensive lists  of  its  avifauna  published  in  the 
1990s,  and  subsequent  reports  bring  the  coun- 
try’s current  total  to  270  species.  This  paper 
provides  data  on  the  34  species  added  to  the 
list  between  2003  and  201 1,  including  five  spe- 
cies new  for  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Context  for  sta- 
tus and  distribution  of  these  species  elsewhere 
in  the  Caribbean  is  also  provided. 

Introduction 

The  knowledge  of  bird  species  in  Guadeloupe 
has  evolved  rapidly  during  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  published  avifaunal  lists  became 
more  and  more  complete  over  this  period 
(Benito-Espinal  1990,  A.O.U.  1998,  Raffaele  et 
al.  1998,  Feldmann  et  al.  1999,  Levesque  and 
Jaffard  2002,  Benito-Espinal  and  Hautcastel 
2003,  Levesque  and  Malglaive  2004,  Levesque 
et  al.  2005a,  Levesque  and  Saint-Auret  2008). 
In  2005,  AMAZONA,  a local  ornithological 
society,  published  a checklist  of  243  species 
(Levesque  et  al.  2005b).  Since  then,  new  spe- 
cies have  been  added  to  the  avifaunal  list  ev- 
ery year  (Levesque  et  al.  2007a,  2007b,  2008, 


2010) ,  the  most  updated  list  (Levesque  et  al. 

2011)  including  270  species,  including  34  de- 
tected just  since  2003.  Among  these  270  spe- 
cies, 260  are  of  wild  provenance;  five  of  these 
species  have  not  been  reported  since  1950.  Ten 
of  the  270  species  species  have  been  introduced 
in  Guadeloupe  or  elsewhere  in  the  Lesser  Antil- 
les and  now  breed  in  Guadeloupe. 

Seventy-six  species  of  bird  breed  in  Guade- 
loupe, among  them  13  endemic  to  the  Lesser 
Antilles.  In  addition  to  those,  Guadeloupe 
Woodpecker  (Melanerpes  herminieri)  is  endem- 
ic to  the  archipelago  and  is  the  only  sedentary 
woodpecker  species  in  the  Lesser  Antilles.  On 
the  current  avifaunal  list,  54  species  are  listed 
as  nonmigratory,  214  as  transient  (including 
vagrant  species),  and  75  as  wintering.  More 
than  ten  Eurasian  species  occur  irregularly  in 
Guadeloupe  as  trans- Atlantic  vagrants.  In  this 
paper,  we  summarize  the  status  of  34  bird  spe- 
cies recorded  for  the  first  time  in  Guadeloupe 
between  2003  and  2011. 

Methods 

The  present  work  was  conducted  on  the  main 
archipelago  of  Guadeloupe,  French  West  Indies, 


which  includes  Basse-Terre  (848  km^),  Grande- 
Terre  (590  km^),  Marie-Galante  (158  km^), 
Les  Saintes  (Terre-de-Haut  et  Terre-de-Bas;  13 
km^),  la  Desirade  (or  Desirade  Island;  20  km^), 
Petite-Terre  (2  km^),  and  several  other  smaller 
islands. 

No  specific  searches  were  conducted  to  find 
the  species  considered  herein.  Data  on  new 
species  records  was  primarily  collected  oppor- 
tunistically during  bird  surveys  carried  out  by 
AMAZONA  (see  Hecker  et  al.  2009,  2010).  The 
main  monitoring  programs  and  surveys  are:  (1) 
a bird  banding  program  started  in  2004  that 
focuses  on  passerines  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux 
and  at  Port-Louis  swamps,  mainly  during  post- 
breeding migration  and  ■wintering  periods; 
(2)  a shorebird  survey  performed  at  wetlands 
throughout  Guadeloupe  during  the  migration 
period;  (3)  the  International  V/aterfowl  Census 
(Wetlands  International)  con- 
ducted every  year  in  mid-Janu- 
ary  at  more  than  20  sites  in 
the  Guadeloupe  archipela- 
go; (4)  an  increase  of  obser- 
vation effort  on  Petite-Terre 
Island  from  January 


West  Indian  Whistling-Duck,  Petit-Terre  ightheiise  (phare  d@  iltt  de  Petit-Terre),  Guadefeupe,  26  February 
Nine  duckHnis  of  this  species  were  also  observed  here  on  this  date.  Photegraph  byUkelm  Cegalerba. 
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2001  through  June  2008,  including  both  bird 
surveys  and  banding  projects;  (5)  monitoring 
of  a roost  of  swallows  that  gathers  every  night 
from  January  through  November  in  the  town 
center  of  Pointe-a-Pitre;  and  (6)  seawatching 
during  migration  conducted  at  Petite-Terre  and 
Pointe  des  Chateaux,  both  optimal  sites  for 
monitoring  seabird  migration.  Some  data  also 
come  from  birds  shot  by  hunters,  waterfowl 
hunting  being  a very  popular  activity  in  Gua- 
deloupe, and  from  birders  who  are  members  of 
AMAZON  A (see  <www.amazona-guadeloupe. 
com>  for  checklists  and  reports). 

Following  Feldmann  et  al.  (1999),  we  deem 
an  observation  confirmed  if  it  meets  one  or 
more  of  the  following  criteria:  the  species  was 
photographed,  captured,  audio/video  record- 
ed, or  observed  and  identified  by  at  least  two 
different  experienced  field  observers. 

Species  Accounts 

• West  Indian  Whistling-Duck 

Dendrocygna  arborea 

Two  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  were  shot  by 
a hunter  at  Marie-Galante  in  October  2004  (fide 
Jocelyn  Emmanuel);  one  was  shot  by  a hunter 
in  October  2006  at  Port-Louis  swamp;  five 
(of  a flock  of  seven)  were  shot  by  hunters  25 
September  2007  at  Gaschet  reservoir;  one  was 
shot  by  a hunter  20  November  2008  at  Mome 
a I’Eau;  and  several  individuals,  of  a flock  of 
about  30  birds,  were  shot  at  Moule  19  Octo- 
ber 2009  (Jean-Marie  Ramaye,  pers.  comm.). 
At  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve,  recent  evidence 
of  local  breeding  was  established  by  the  record 
of  one  adult  with  nine  ducklings  26  February 
2008  (Frontispiece);  at  the  same  reserve,  up  to 
seven  were  reported  sporadically  between  2008 
and  2010.  Remarkably,  one  individual  was  seen 
offshore  of  Pointe  des  Chateaux  during  a sea- 
watch  9 March  2011  (Anthony  Levesque). 

Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  indicate  that  West  In- 
dian Whistling-Duck  is  a year-round  resident 
in  the  Bahamas,  Greater  Antilles,  the  Virgin  Is- 
lands, Cayaman  Islands,  Antigua,  and  Barbuda. 
Once  common,  it  is  declining  and  endangered 
throughout  its  range.  There  are  now  more  than 
a dozen  records  from  Guadeloupe,  but  the  spe- 
cies is  a vagrant  elsewhere  in  the  Lesser  Antilles, 
with  an  unpublished  record  from  Martinique 
(8-10  April  2009,  observed  by  Lesley  Sutty). 

• White-faced  Whistling-Duck 

Dendrocygna  viduata 

Of  about  20  White-faced  Whistling-Ducks 
present  in  September  2011  at  various  sites 
around  Grande-Terre,  two  were  shot  by  hunt- 
ers (Figure  1).  The  species  is  a vagrant  in  the 
West  Indies,  with  records  from  Cuba  (the  last 


Figure  1 . White-faced  Whistling-Duck,  Guadeloupe,  24  September  201 1 . Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Figure  3.  American  Black  Duck,  Desirade  Island,  Guadeloupe,  18  January  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Fi|ire  S.  Hooded  Merganser  shot  by  hunter  at  Anse-Bertrand,  Guadeloupe,  26  (here  28)  December  2010. 
Photograph  by  Anthmy  Levesque. 


Figure  4.  Garganey,  Gosser  Sait  Pond,  Guadeloupe,  27  March  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


one  in  1947),  Puerto  Rico  (2005,  2007;  Fred 
Schaffner,  pers.  comm.),  and  Antigua  (2009; 
Joseph  Prosper,  pers.  comm.).  On  Trinidad  in 
October  2011,  14  were  photographed  by  Cyril 
Coomansingh  (pers.  comm.),  probably  part  of 
the  influx  detected  in  Guadeloupe. 

• Snow  Goose  Chen  caerulescens 

A blue-morph  Snow  Goose  discovered  19 
November  2007  on  Desirade  Island  (Antho- 
ny Levesque;  photographed)  remained  there 
through  1 February  2008  (Anthony  Levesque, 
Jules  Chiffard)  (Figure  2).  It  was  captured  and 
banded  26  November  2007  (band  Museum 
Paris  CF44451;  Anthony  Levesque,  Alain 
Saint-Auret).  A white-morph  juvenile  Snow 
Goose  spent  31  January  through  17  April  2011 
on  Desirade  Island  (Anthony  Levesque;  pho- 
tographed). Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider  the 
species  a rare  migrant  from  October  through 
March  in  the  northern  Bahamas  and  on  Cuba 
and  a vagrant  to  the  southern  Bahamas,  Puerto 
Rico,  Virgin  Islands,  and  Barbados;  reports  of 
Snow  Goose  in  Barbados  are  considered  un- 
supported by  Buckley  et  al.  (2009). 

• Wood  Duck  Aix  sponsa 

A male  Wood  Duck  reportedly  shot  by  a hunter 
in  October  2007  at  Grand  Cul-de-Sac  Marin  is 
unverified.  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider  the 
species  an  uncommon  resident  on  Cuba,  a 
rare  migrant  and  non-breeding  resident  in  the 
northern  Bahamas,  and  a vagrant  to  the  Cay- 
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man  Islands,  Jamaica,  Hispaniola,  Puerto  Rico, 
Saba,  and  St.  Martin. 

• American  Black  Duck  Anas  rubripes 

A female  American  Black  Duck  spent  16  Janu- 
ary through  13  February  2006  at  Desirade  Is- 
land (Anthony  Levesque;  photographed)  (Fig- 
ure 3).  Two  individuals  were  noted  at  Fajou  Is- 
let 27  September  2011  (Sebastien  Rives).  These 
are  the  only  records  for  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Raf- 
faele  et  al.  (1998)  indicate  that  the  species  is  a 
vagrant  to  the  West  Indies,  recorded  from  the 
Bahamas  and  Puerto  Rico  and  more  recently  on 
St.  Thomas,  United  States  Virgin  Islands  on  27 
January  2003  (Floyd  Hayes;  photographed). 

• Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

A male  Garganey  stayed  at  Gosier  Salt  Pond 
14  January  through  27  March  2006  (Anthony 
Levesque;  photographed)  (Figure  4).  On  5 
March  2007,  two  males  were  seen  at  Gaschet 
Reservoir  Oacky  Froidefond).  Records  of  Gar- 
ganey also  exist  for  Puerto  Rico  and  for  Barba- 
dos (Raffaele  et  al.  1998,  Buckley  et  al.  2009). 

• Hooded  Merganser 
Lophodytes  cucuUatus 

A female  Hooded  Merganser  was  shot  by  a 
hunter  at  Anse-Bertrand  26  December  2010 
(Figure  5).  At  the  same  time,  two  birds  were 
present  on  Barbados  (E.  Massiah,  pers.  comm.) 
and  one  on  Antigua  (Sam  Buttrick;  Norton  et 
al.  2011).  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  describe  the 
species  as  a very  rare  non-breeding  visitor  to 
the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  Hispaniola,  Puerto  Rico, 
the  Virgin  Islands,  Martinique,  and  Barbados. 

• Bulwer’s  Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii 

Single  Bulwer’s  Petrels  were  recorded  off  the 
Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  on  11  June  2003, 
5 June  2006,  and  15  March  2007  (Anthony 
Levesque;  unverified  records).  One  individual 
was  seen  off  Pointe  des  Chateaux  23  March 
2008  (Alain  Mathurin;  unverified  record).  The 
species  is  not  listed  in  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998),  but 
Buckley  et  al.  (2009)  report  several  sight  re- 
cords off  Barbados.  Alvaro  Jaramillo  and  party 
observed  a single  Bulwer’s  Petrel  off  Dominica 
23  April  2003  (Norton  et  al.  2003b). 

• Gray  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

An  exhausted  immature  Gray  Heron  was  found 
at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  3 October  2007 
(Alain  Saint-Auret,  Christophe  Haye,  Anthony 
Levesque)  (Figure  6).  The  bird  was  taken  into 
care,  treated,  banded  (band  Museum  Paris 
DA252551),  and  released  6 November  2007 
at  Gosier.  Another  immature  was  found  at  at 
Saint-Frangois  29  October  2009  (Anthony 
Levesque,  Laurent  Malglaive).  In  the  West  In- 


Figurs  7.  Striated  Hersn,  Desirade  Island,  Guadeloupe,  2 December  2007.  Pbotograpk  by  Anthony  Lemque. 
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dies,  the  species  is  known  from  Montserrat, 
Martinique,  and  Barbados  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998) 
but  is  regularly  reported  only  from  Barbados 
(Buckley  et  al.  2009). 

• Striated  Heron  Butorides  striatus 

One  individual  was  found  on  Desirade  Island 
2 December  2007  (Anthony  Levesque;  photo- 
graphed) (Figure  7);  it  was  last  observed  there 
19  January  2008  (Frantz  Duzont).  There  are 
two  previous  records  for  the  West  Indies:  one 
from  St.  John  (Hayes  2006),  the  other  from 
St.  Vincent  (Bond  1964).  The  Guadeloupe  re- 
cord is  thus  considered  a second  for  the  Lesser 
Antilles. 

• Scarlet  Ibis  Eudocimus  ruber 

An  adult  Scarlet  Ibis  was  reported  by  hunter  on 
a small  pond  at  Petit-Canal  in  June  2006  (fide 
Anthony  Levesque;  unverihed  record).  Raffa- 
ele et  al.  (1998)  list  the  species  as  a vagrant  to 
Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Dominica  and  as  a very  rare 
wanderer  to  Grenada. 

• Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans 

One  individual  found  at  Gaschet  Reservoir 
23  October  2008  (Anthony  Levesque,  Olivier 
Tartaglino;  photographed  by  Levesque  and  by 
Frantz  Duzont)  (Figure  8)  was  last  observed 
there  22  November  2008  (Sandra  Viscard).  At 
the  same  time  (12-22  November),  a Black  Kite 
was  present  on  Barbados  (Buckley  et  al.  2009). 
Prewous  West  Indian  records  come  from  Dom- 
inica (19  April  1999;  Norton  et  al.  2003b)  and 
the  British  Virgin  Islands  (October  1999). 


• Broad-winged  Hawk  Buteo  platypterus 
Although  Broad-winged  Hawk  has  been  regu- 
larly reported  in  the  Lesser  Antilles,  the  only 
reports  from  Guadeloupe  have  been  very  re- 
cent: three  were  seen  at  Le  Gosier  1 March 
2004  (Sacha  Haywood;  unverified  record);  one 
was  reported  6 July  2007  at  Les  Saintes  (Vin- 
cent Lemoine;  unverified  record);  and  one  was 
at  Basse-Terre  8 May  2010  Qacky  Froidefond, 
Claude  Froidefond,  Sandra  Berchel,  Bruno  Per- 
na;  unverified  record). 

• Eurasian  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

A female  Eurasian  Kestrel  was  identified  on 
Desirade  Island  3 April  2009  (Olivier  Touzot, 
Anthony  Levesque;  photographed)  (Figure 
9).  The  only  other  record  for  the  West  Indies 
comes  from  Martinique  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 

• Common  Ringed  Plover 

Charadrius  hiaticula 

A juvenile  Common  Ringed  Plover  spent  3-15 
September  2010  at  Pole  Caraibe  Airport  (An- 
thony Levesque;  photographed)  (Figure  10). 
The  bird  appeared  after  the  passage  of  Tropical 
Storm  Earl,  which  formed  off  the  Cape  Verde 
Islands  and  passed  off  Guadeloupe  the  29  Au- 
gust and  was  followed  by  a weaker  tropical  sys- 
tem two  days  later.  The  bird’s  very  fresh  juvenal 
plumage  may  have  been  an  indication  that  it  was 
not  from  Eurasia  but  rather  had  followed  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  (C.  semipalmatus)  from  the 
eastern  Canadian  Arctic,  as  apparently  occurred 
in  2006  in  Atlantic  Canada  (Clarke  and  Brown 
2007).  The  only  previous  West  Indian  record  is 


Figure  10.  Common  Ringed  Plover,  Pdle  Caraibe  Airport,  Guadeloupe, 
4 September  2010.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Figure  8.  Black  Kite,  Gaschet  Reservoir,  Guadeloupe, 
29  October  2008.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Figure  9.  Eurasian  Kestrel,  Desirade  Island,  Guadeloupe, 
3 April  2009.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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an  1888  specimen  from  Barbados;  Buckley  et  al. 
(2009)  report  three  sight  records  for  Barbados. 

• Bonaparte’s  Gull 
Chroicocephalus  Philadelphia 

A first-cycle  Bonaparte’s  Gull  spent  14-16 
December  2007  at  Riviere  Salee  (Anthony 
Levesque,  Frantz  Duzont;  photographed  by 
Duzont)  (Figure  11).  The  species  is  an  uncom- 
mon visitor  to  Cuba  and  the  Bahamas  from  Au- 
gust through  April,  is  rare  on  Barbuda,  and  is 
a vagrant  to  Hispaniola,  Puerto  Rico,  Antigua, 
and  Martinique  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998).  Buckley 
et  al.  (2009)  note  four  records  for  Barbados. 

• Iceland  Gull  Lams  glaucoides 

A first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  was  noted  at  Basse- 
Terre  11-18  February  2010  (Anthony  Levesque; 
photographed)  (Figure  12).  The  only  previous 
Caribbean  records  come  from  New  Providence, 
Bahamas  7 February  through  28  March  2009 
(Norton  et  al.  2009)  and  Anguilla  22  February 
2009  (Jacqui  Cestero,  pers.  comm.). 

• Great  Black-backed  Gull 
Lams  marinus 

There  are  now  four  records  of  single  first-cycle 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  for  Guadeloupe.  The 
first  was  noted  at  Saint-Frangois  15  January 
through  20  March  2004  (Anthony  Levesque; 
photographed;  images  archived  at  VIREO,  ac- 
cession V06/57/005)  (Figure  13).  An  exhausted 
bird  found  at  Saint-Frangois  17  February  2005 
(Anasthase  Ramsaha'i,  Marie-Laure  Cayatte) 
was  captured,  banded  (band  Museum  Paris 
DA247356),  and  released  14  March  2005  at 
Cosier.  Another  individual  wintered  from 
21  January  through  6 March  2006  at  Riviere 
Salee  (Anthony  Levesque,  Frantz  Duzont,  Alain 
Mathurin).  At  Basse-Terre,  one  wintered  from 
2 December  2007  (Alain  Mathurin)  through 
at  least  23  April  2008  (Frantz  Duzont).  The 
species  is  rare  but  possibly  increasing  as  a va- 
grant to  the  West  Indies,  where  recorded  from 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  Hispaniola,  St 
Barthelemy,  Barbados,  and  St.  Martin  (Raffaele 
et  al.  1998,  Brown  and  Collier  2004). 

• Mourning  Dove  Zenaida  macroura 

A Mourning  Dove  was  seen  at  Anse-Bertrand 
28  June  2007  (Herve  Teerlynk;  unverified  re- 
cord). The  species  is  a locally  common  resident 
in  the  Bahamas  and  Greater  Antilles;  the  only 
previous  Lesser  Antillean  record  is  a tentative 
report  from  St.  Lucia  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 

• White-collared  Swift 
Streptoprocne  zonaris 

A White-collared  Swift  was  at  Pointe  des  Cha- 
teaux 15  May  2007  Qacky  Froidefond;  photo- 


graphed). Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider  the 
species  a common  resident  of  the  Greater  An- 
tilles, declining  on  Haiti.  There  are  also  records 
from  Grenada,  Puerto  Rico,  Saba,  St.  Christo- 
pher, and  Martinique.  Buckley  et  al.  (2009)  in- 
clude two  records  for  Barbados. 

• Chimney  Swift  Chaetura  pelagica 
A Chimney  Swift  was  photographed  at  Petite- 
Terre  Nature  Reserve  19  May  2005  (Anthony 
Levesque;  images  archived  with  VIREO,  acces- 
sions V06/57/001-003)  (Figure  14).  The  spe- 
cies is  an  uncommon  migrant  in  the  Cayman 
Islands,  uncommon  and  local  in  the  Bahamas 


Figure  11.  Bonaparte's  Gull,  RiviCTe  Salee,  Guadeloupe, 
IS  December  2007.  Photograph  by  Frantz  Dmnt. 


Figure  12.  Iceland  Gull,  Basse-Terre,  Guadeloupe,  18  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


FIgiri  13.  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Saint-Frangois,  Guadeloupe,  15  January  2004.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Figure  16.  Female/immature  Purple  Martin  (left),  Pointe  a Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  20  August  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Figure  14.  Chimney  Swift,  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve, 

Guadeloupe,  19  May  2005.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


and  very  rare  on  Cuba,  Jamaica,  Hispaniola, 
and  the  Virgin  Islands  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 
Buckley  et  al.  (2009)  list  three  records  for  Bar- 
bados. 

• Short-tailed  Swift  Chaetura  brachyura 
A Short-tailed  Swift  was  observed  at  Petite- 
Terre  Nature  Reserve  12-18  May  2005  (An- 
thony Levesque;  unverified  record),  and  two 
were  seen  at  Capesterre  Belle-Eau  20  May  2006 
(Alexandre  Renaudier;  unverified  record).  The 
species  is  a common  breeding  resident  on  St. 
Vincent  and  has  been  recorded  as  a vagrant 
at  St.  Croix,  St.  Lucia,  Barbados  and  possibly 
Puerto  Rico  and  Grenada  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998, 
Buckley  et  al.  2009). 

• White-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  griseus 

An  immature  White-eyed  Vireo  was  observed 
at  Port-Louis  Swamp  24  December  2008 
(Anthony  Levesque;  unverified  record).  Sub- 


sequently, single  adults  have  been  observed 
at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  10  December 
2010  (Anthony  Levesque;  unverified  record) 
and  at  Port-Louis  23  December  2010  (Rup- 
pert  Quinnel;  unverified  record),  with  anoth- 
er verified  at  Port-Louis  3 January  through  1 1 
February  2011  (Frantz  Duzont,  Eric  Delcroix; 
photographed  by  Duzont  and  by  Anthony 
Levesque)  (Figure  15).  There  is  only  one  pre- 
vious record  for  the  Lesser  Antilles,  a single 
bird  on  St.  Martin  in  2006  (Brown  and  Collier 
2005).  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider  White- 
eyed Vireo  an  uncommon  non-breeding  visi- 


tor to  the  Bahamas,  Cuba,  and  the  Cayman 
Islands;  it  is  rare  on  Jamaica  and  Puerto  Rico 
and  very  rare  on  Hispaniola  and  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

• Philadelphia  Vireo  Vireo  philadelphicus 
A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  noted  6 January  2010 
in  mangrove  at  Port-Louis  (Anthony  Levesque; 
unverified  record).  This  is  the  second  record 
for  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998) 
consider  the  species  a rare  migrant  through  the 
Bahamas,  Cuba,  and  Jamaica  and  a vagrant  to 
the  Cayman  Islands,  Hispaniola,  and  Antigua. 


Figure  15.  White-eyed  Vireo,  Port-Louis,  Guadeloupe,  7 January  201 1 . Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Fi|ur8 17.  Cate  Swallow,  Porl-Louss,  Guadeloupe,  25  December  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


hgure  lb.  Luiiiimjn  House  Martin,  Petite-Terre 
Nature  Reserve,  Guadeloupe,  1 7 August  2006. 
Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


• Purple  Martin  Progne  subis 

At  Pointe  a Pitre,  where  a concentration  of 
swallows  and  martins  occurs,  a single  female 
or  juvenile  Purple  Martin  was  observed  20  Au- 
gust (Figure  16),  15  and  25  September,  and 
6 October  2006  (Anthony  Levesque,  Alain 
Mathurin,  Frantz  Duzont;  one  photographed 
by  Levesque);  singles  were  also  noted  there 
25  September  2007  and  5 September  2008 
(Levesque);  and  14  females  or  juveniles  were 
counted  there  6 October  2010  (Levesque). 
These  are  the  first  records  for  the  species  in  the 
Lesser  Antilles.  Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider 
the  species  a common  migrant  on  Cuba  and  the 
Cayman  Islands,  relatively  uncommon  in  the 
Bahamas,  and  vagrant  to  Jamaica,  Hispaniola, 
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  The  status 
of  this  species  is  difficult  to  determine,  as  adult 
males  are  not  differentiable  from  Cuban  Martin 
(P  cryptoleuca)  except  when  in  song-display.  In 
Guadeloupe,  adult  male  Purple/Cuban  Martins 
have  been  seen  several  times  per  year  since 
the  census  of  the  roosting  site  at  Pointe  a Pitre 
began  in  2006,  with  up  to  seven  adult  males 
noted  in  September  2009  (Anthony  Levesque). 

• Cave  Swallow  Petrochelidonfulva 

The  first  report  of  Cave  Swallow  for  Guade- 
loupe was  of  15  birds  at  Abymes  5 January  1995 
(Edouard  Benito-Espinal;  unverified  record). 
Subsequently,  three  were  noted  at  Port-Louis 
swamp  4 December  2006  (Anthony  Levesque 
and  Alexandre  Renaudier;  photographed  by 
Levesque),  with  seven  birds  there  10  December 
2006  (Eric  Berthollon)  and  one  continuing  un- 
til 23  February  2007  (Figure  17).  Again  at  Port- 


Louis  swamp,  three  were 
noted  on  8 February  2009 
(Eric  Delcroix,  Frantz  Du- 
zont, Anthony  Levesque) 
and  one  on  1 1 March  2009 
(Anthony  Levesque,  Jean- 
Marie  Boutin).  The  species 
is  a common  breeding  bird 
in  the  Greater  Antilles  but 
usually  absent  in  the  non- 
breeding season,  typically 
from  September  through 
February,  though  there  are 
winter  records  for  most 
countries.  Cave  Swallow  is 
considered  a rare  migrant 
in  the  Cayman  Islands  and 
Virgin  Islands  and  a vagrant 
to  Martinique,  St.  Lucia,  St. 
Vincent,  and  the  Grena- 
dines (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 


Figure  19.  Swainssn's  Thrush,  Desirade  Island,  Guadeloupe,  23  October  2005. 
Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


• Common  House 
Martin  Delichon 
urbicum 

One  individual  was  docu- 
mented 17  and  22  August 
2006  at  Petite-Terre  Nature 
Reserve  (Anthony  Levesque;  photographed) 
(Figure  18).  The  only  other  Caribbean  records 
involve  three  records  from  Barbados  (Buckley 
et  al.  2009). 

• Swainson’s  Thrash  Catharus  ustulatus 
A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  documented  21-23 
October  2005  on  Desirade  Island  (Anthony 


Levesque;  photographed)  (Figure  19).  During 
the  same  period,  the  species  was  noted  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Puerto  Rico,  probably 
as  a result  of  powerful  Hurricane  Wilma.  The 
Desirade  Island  individual  represents  only  the 
second  record  for  the  Lesser  Antilles.  Raffaele  et 
al.  (1998)  consider  the  species  a rare  migrant 
on  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  the  Cayman  Islands  and 
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Figure  20.  Gray  Catbird,  Desirade  Island,  Guadeloupe,  30  October  2009.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque.  9 May  2004.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


very  rare  in  the  northern  Bahamas.  Buckley  et  al. 
(2009)  report  a netted  bird  in  Barbados  m 1997. 

• Gray  Catbird  Dumetella  carolinensis 
A Gray  Catbird  was  caught  and  banded  (band 
Museum  Paris  SB90383)  on  Desirade  Island 
on  30  October  2009  (Laurent  Malglaive,  Na- 
thalie Hecker,  Anthony  Levesque)  (Figure  20). 
This  is  the  second  record  for  the  Lesser  Antil- 
les. The  species  is  a relatively  common  migrant 
and  wintering  bird  in  the  Bahamas,  Cayman 
Islands,  and  Providencia,  and  uncommon  on 
Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Saint  Andres.  It  is  rare 
on  Hispaniola  and  is  considered  a vagrant  on 
Puerto  Rico  and  Anguilla  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 


• Nashville  Warbler  Oreothlypis  nificapilla 
A Nashville  Warbler  was  observed  at  Petite- 
Terre  Nature  Reserve  17  May  2006  (Anthony 
Levesque;  unverihed  record),  the  hrst  for  the 
Lesser  Antilles.  In  the  northern  Bahamas  and 
Cayman  Islands,  the  species  is  a rare  migrant; 
it  is  a vagrant  to  the  southern  Bahamas,  Cuba, 
Jamaica,  Hispaniola,  and  Puerto  Rico  (Raffaele 
et  al.  1998). 

• Blue  Grosbeak  Passerina  caerulea 

A Blue  Grosbeak  was  found  at  Anse-Bertrand 
12  December  2003  (Mickael  Champion;  un- 
verified record).  The  species  is  an  uncommon 
migrant  in  the  Bahamas  and  Cayman  Islands,  is 


rare  on  Cuba,  Hispaniola,  and  Puerto  Rico,  and 
is  very  rare  on  Jamaica  and  the  Virgin  Islands 
(Raffaele  et  al.  1998).  Buckley  et  al.  (2009)  also 
report  the  species  from  Grenada  and  two  re- 
cords for  Barbados. 

• Dickcissel  Spiza  americana 
There  are  two  records  of  Dickcissel  from  Gua- 
deloupe, one  at  Sainte-Rose  in  April  2003  (Ste- 
phane  Morin;  photographed)  and  one  at  Abymes 
9 January  2005  (Frantz  Duzont).  The  species  is  a 
relatively  rare  migrant  in  the  Bahamas,  very  rare 
on  Cuba  and  Jamaica,  and  a vagrant  to  Puerto 
Rico,  the  Cayman  Islands,  and  Barbados  (Raffa- 
ele et  al.  1998,  Buckley  et  al.  2009). 


Figure  22.  Orchard  Oriole,  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe,  1 0 October  2008.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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• Baltimore  Oriole  Icterus  galbula 

An  immature  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  docu- 
mented at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  9 May 
2004  (Anthony  Levesque,  photographed)  (Fig- 
ure 21).  Subsequently,  single  adult  males  were 
seen  at  Petit-Bourg  15  April  2006  (Maurice 
Mahieu),  at  Cosier  17  April  2006  (Anthony 
Levesque),  at  Desirade  Island  19-23  April  2006 
(Anthony  Levesque,  Alain  Mathurin),  and  at 
Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  25-27  May  2008 
(Anthony  Levesque,  Jules  Chiffard).  An  imma- 
ture male  was  on  Desirade  Island  16  May  2006 
(Frantz  Duzont);  and  individuals  whose  age/sex 
was  not  determined  were  noted  22  April  2006 
at  Moule  (Anasthase  Ramsahai)  and  18  Novem- 
ber 2006  at  Port-Louis  (Anthony  Levesque). 

Raffaele  et  al.  (1998)  consider  Baltimore 
Oriole  an  uncommon  transient  in  the  Bahamas, 
Cuba,  and  Jamaica,  rarer  on  Hispaniola,  Puerto 
Rico,  the  larger  Virgin  Islands,  and  the  Cayman 
Islands;  it  is  a vagrant  in  the  Lesser  Antilles, 
where  recorded  from  St.  Barthelemy,  St.  Chris- 
topher, St.  Lucia,  Barbados,  St.  Vincent,  and 
Crenada.  Buckley  et  al.  (2009)  list  five  records 
for  Barbados. 

• Orchard  Oriole  Icterus  spurius 

A juvenile  female  Orchard  Oriole  caught  and 
banded  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux  (band  Museum 
Paris  SB90346)  on  10  October  2008  (Anthony 
Levesque,  Pierre  Carnier)  (Figure  22)  rep- 
resents the  first  record  of  the  species  for  the 
Lesser  Antilles.  Orchard  Oriole  is  a very  rare 
migrant  on  Cuba  and  a vagrant  to  the  Bahamas 
and  Jamaica  (Raffaele  et  al.  1998). 

Discussion 

The  large  number  of  new  species  recorded  in 
Guadeloupe  in  recent  years  is  attributable  to 
several  factors,  including  increases  in  observer 
effort,  acumen,  and  avidity;  moreover,  relations 
vhth  the  hunting  community  have  improved, 
so  that  bag  data  have  become  more  regularly 
available.  These  factors  vary  widely  among  dif- 
ferent islands/countries  of  the  Caribbean,  such 
that  comparisons  of  species’  status  and  distri- 
bution in  the  region  are  difficult  to  make.  The 
increase  of  the  number  of  new  species  recorded 
in  Guadeloupe  is  largely  due  to  the  extensive 
field  work  carried  out  by  a small  number  of 
ornithologists  and  birders.  A stronger  effort  in 
poorly  monitored  habitats  such  as  mangroves 
might  provide  further  valuable  data. 
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I The  Changing  Seasons: 
I iinehlrd  Weather 
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The  Weather 

“Bluebird  weather”  is  what  my  father  and  his 
contemporaries  call  a bright,  balmy  day  in 
midwinter,  with  crisp  air,  little  or  no  breeze, 
and  uncommonly  clear  light.  In  the  mid-At- 
lantic region,  years  can  pass  without  a high- 
pressure,  low-humidity  day  that  achieves  the 
honor  of  that  appellation,  but  when  such  a 
day  occurs,  everyone  seems  aware  of  it  and 
in  a fine  mood.  Birds,  in  particular,  seem  to 
acquire  another  dimension  to  their  plumage 
tones,  and  some,  not  least  bluebirds,  seem 
more  confiding,  almost  as  if  to  communicate 
awareness  of  the  atmospheric  equilibrium. 
In  the  past,  the  rareness  of  these  days  made 
them  memorable;  to  experience  them  was 
often  likened  to  seeing  in  a dream. 

There  were  many  bluebird- weather  days' 
in  winter  2011-2012,  across  the  North 
American  continent,  and  the  phrase  “the 
new  normal”  was  heard  in  mass  media 
reports,  almost  as  if  celebration  were  in 
order — a bounty  of  mildness  provided  by 
climate  change.  Birders  are  torn  by  this 
phenomenon:  balmy  weather  makes  it  eas- 
ier for  us  to  get  around  in  ■winter,  increases 


winter  survivorship  in  birds  and  insects, 
and — as  we  are  coming  to  understand  by 
degrees— -powerfully  influences  the  distri- 
bution of  birds,  including  birds  so  seldom 
seen  on  our  patches  that  we  crown  them  ac- 
cidentals, rarities,  vagrants,  or  (among  the 
under-thirty  crowd)  “megas.”  For  singular 
vagrants,  in  most  cases  we  can  only  guess 
at  what  forces  brought  them  far  from  their 
regular  range.  But  for  species  whose  disper- 
sal appears  to  show  patterns,  our  surmises 
can  begin  to  approach  hypotheses,  and 
we  can,  over  time,  see  if  they  have  predic- 
tive value.  Once  thought  to  be  the  product 
of  cold/snowy  weather,  flights  of  northern 
finches  are  now  understood  to  be  products 
of  the  nesting  season’s  success  and  espe- 
cially the  availability  of  foods  in  the  North. 
Thanks  to  Ron  Pittaway,  we  even  have  the 
Finch  Forecast,  watched  as  closely  by  bird- 
ers as  the  hurricane  forecast  is  by  insurance 
companies.  And  Ron’s  forecasts  are  remark- 
ably accurate  (more  so  than  the  hurricane 
forecasts,  in  fact).  In  more  recent  times,  ■with 
the  advent  of  birdcast  (<birdcast.info>)  and 
eBird  (<ebird.org>),  we  read  detailed  bird- 


ing  forecasts  for  spring  warm  fronts,  autumn 
cold  fronts,  hurricane  landfalls,  and  ■winter 
storms.  We  are  so  very  modern. 

But  after  two  consecutive  “old-fashioned” 
■winters  (meaning  brutally  cold  and/or 
sno^wy,  at  least  in  many  places),  who  among 
us  was  prepared  for  the  supposed  new  nor- 
mal in  winter  2011-2012?  For  some,  the 
mildness  of  the  season  was  apparent  in 
late  October  or  early  November,  especially 
in  Canada,  where  cold  weather  is  expected 
in  late  autumn.  Many  localities  in  the  East, 
from  southern  New  England  to  the  Caroli- 
nas,  were  reporting  extremely  late  Neotropi- 
cal migrants  (some  probably  lingering,  some 
surely  reverse  migrants)  well  into  November, 
then  early  December  . . . then  January!  Some 
of  these  records  were  outlandish:  Florida’s 
first-ever  winter  Scarlet  Tanager  in  Escam- 
bia County  on  28  December — and  another 
the  same  day  in  Mercer  County,  Illinois!  A 
Yellow-throated  Vireo  in  Elgin  County,  On- 
tario 10  January.  Eive  Common  Nighthawks 
over  Knoxville,  Tennessee  on  13  December, 
■with  one  present  through  29  December.  An 
overwintering  White  Ibis  in  Berks  County, 
Pennsylvania.  A Brovm  Booby  attempting  to 
winter  on  Cape  Cod.  Many  eBird  rethewers, 
most  of  them  lifelong  students  of  bird  sta- 
tus and  distribution,  were  caught  off  guard 
by  reports,  often  submitted  by  novices,  of 
wildly  late  birds;  many  of  the  verifiable  re- 
ports turned  out  to  be  accurate.  And  many 
were  overwhelming  to  keep  track  of  and  to 
review:  more  than  70  Great  Egrets  in  New 
England  and  at  least  54  Eastern  Bluebirds  in 
Quebec  were  far  above  the  regional  single- 
digit averages  for  this  season.  Some  birds  re- 
sponded to  winter’s  spring-like  weather  with 
spring-like  behavior:  Missouri’s  Wild  Tur- 
keys were  gobbling  in  January,  and  Sharp- 
tailed Grouse  were  lekking  near  Delta,  Mani- 
toba on  27  December. 

For  decades,  this  column  has  cautioned, 
with  various  caveats  and  exceptions,  against 
the  assumption  that  milder  ■winters  encour- 
age strongly  migratory  passerines  to  winter 
farther  and  farther  north.  That  caution  was 
probably  warranted  in  the  twentieth  centu- 
ry, when  really  warm  winters  were  uncom- 


One  of  several  passerine  species  that  winters  in  drought-affected  areas  from  the  Great  Basin  and  Southwest  east  to 
the  Great  Plains,  Mountain  Bluebirds  were  reported  out  of  range  in  numerous  locations  in  winter  201 1 -2012,  possibly 
because  of  extremely  dry  conditions  on  the  wintering  grounds.  Ontario  hosted  three  over  the  winter,  including  this  one 
at  Shetland,  Lambton  County,  from  16  (here  31)  January  through  19  February  2012.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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Figure  1 . The  bellwether  for  changing  climate  in  North  America,  Canada  again  experienced  a much  warmer  winter  than  average,  particularly  in  the  Prairie  Provinces, 
Northwest  Territories,  and  Yukon,  which  were  also  very  dry  in  winter  201 1-201 2.  Graphic  courtesy  of  and  copyright  Environment  Canada/Environnement  Canada. 


mon,  and  birders  frequently  thought  of  an 
extra  warbler  or  bunting  or  two  in  winter  as 
“lingerers,”  as  birds  staying  north  of  normal 
because  the  weather  had  been  so  clement. 
With  much  more  birding,  and  more  bird- 
ing  in  late  autumn,  we  now  suspect  many 
such  birds  to  be  reverse  migrants,  that  is, 
birds  that  moved  northward  in  fall,  as  most 
of  their  conspecifics  moved  southward,  and 
that  their  residency  in  northern  areas  is  more 
likely  to  be  a product  of  that  trajectory,  not 
of  a tarrying  until  cooler  weather  triggers  the 
instinct  to  move  southward.  We  now  suspect 
that  most  such  misoriented  migrants  are  ill- 
fated  birds.  Some,  of  course,  could  be  ail- 
ing birds,  unable  to  migrate.  Some  survive 
at  feeders,  for  a time,  but  many  are  not  seen 
after  the  first  truly  cold  weather  sets  in. 

But  the  winter  of  201 1-2012  was  so  mild, 
across  such  a large  area,  that  not  just  No- 
vember but  also  most  of  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count  season,  from  mid-December  through 
early  January,  saw  records  of  “late”  birds  pro- 
liferate in  ways  that  stunned  virtually  every 
regional  reviewer,  compiler,  and  editor  north 
of  the  southern  tier  states.  “There  were  so 


many  great  birds  and  such  a constant  bar- 
rage of  information  that  it  was  difficult  to 
keep  up  this  season!”  write  Steve  Cardiff  and 
Dick  Baxter  in  the  Arkansas  and  Louisiana 
region.  Those  of  us  who  toil  and  tinker  with 
bird  “records”  are  accustomed  to  expect  in- 
cremental changes,  not  sudden  shifts,  and 
so  we  were  frequently  shocked  this  winter, 
making  the  old-reliable  skepticism  seem 
stunningly  out  of  touch  in  some  cases. 
Among  the  record-late  birds  were  not  just  re- 
verse migrants  but  also  a considerable  cadre 
of  birds  from  drought -stricken  areas  in  the 
Great  Plains  and  Southwest,  whose  apparent 
escape  flights  in  autumn  were  considered  in 
the  previous  season’s  essay  (Farnsworth  and 
lliff2012). 

After  the  second  warmest  summer  on  re- 
cord in  the  contiguous  United  States,  and  an 
autumn  that  was  much  warmer  than  average 
(the  warmest  ever  recorded  in  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont),  the  winter  end- 
ed up  as  just  the  fourth  warmest  on  record. 
Not  including  Alaska  or  Hawaii,  the  average 
temperature  for  the  season  was  36.3°  F,  fully 
5.5°  warmer  than  the  1901-2000  average.  In 


Alaska,  by  contrast,  “it  felt  more  like  winters 
20-1-  years  ago,”  according  to  Thede  Tobish. 
The  state  had  a cold  and  very  snowy  Decem- 
ber and  a record-cold  January  but  a milder 
February,  so  the  three-month  winter  season 
was  only  1.4°  F colder  than  average  there. 
Alaska’s  experience  of  winter  often  seems  to 
be  the  inverse  of  that  in  the  Lower  48,  espe- 
cially those  states  east  of  the  Rockies.  And  of 
course,  the  roller  coaster  of  climate  change 
will  mean  both  mild  winters  and  wild  ones. 

The  winter  was  very  dry  in  the  West  and 
the  Southeast  (especially  southern  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina),  with  only  the  central 
Great  Plains  and  parts  of  the  Ohio  River 
Valley  getting  above-average  precipitation. 
Nevertheless,  the  U.  S.  Drought  Monitor  cat- 
egorized some  40%  of  the  lower  48  states  as 
being  under  some  level  of  drought,  and  the 
areas  hardest  hit  continued  to  be  Texas,  the 
Southwest,  and  the  Great  Basin. 

Canada’s  winter  was  also  warm,  by  about 
the  same  measure  (3.6°  C above  the  1961- 
1990  average)  as  the  contiguous  United 
States,  the  third  warmest  winter  on  record 
since  nationwide  records  began  in  1948  (Fig- 
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ure  1).  The  Prairie  Provinces  were  extraordi- 
narily warm,  with  temperatures  averaging 
more  than  6°  C above  normal.  Canada  was 
also  dry,  overall  18%  below  normal,  making 
this  winter  the  second  driest  out  of  the  65 
years  on  record.  The  Prairie  Provinces  were 
especially  dry,  about  40%  drier  than  normal. 

Again,  this  essay  will  consider  the  tried- 
and-true  winter  triumvirate  of  irruptives, 
“lingerers”  (for  lack  of  better  coin!),  and  va- 
grants, but  we  will  also  look  at  what  role  the 
ongoing,  widespread  drought  may  have  had 
on  the  dispersal  of  birds  after  the  breeding 
season,  including  in  winter. 

Irruptions,  grand  and  minor 

At  least  in  this  history  of  this  essay,  we  have 
considered  southerly  irruptions  of  white- 
winged gulls  (mostly  Glaucous  and  Iceland) 
to  be  tied  to  periods  of  extreme  cold;  wheth- 
er the  cold  caused  their  prey  to  become  in- 
accessible or  just  represented  an  intolerable 
condition,  or  both,  is  not  known.  There  was 
no  massive  cold  spell  this  winter,  but  an  in- 


flux of  Iceland  Gulls,  mostly  Kumlien’s,  was 
recorded  from  the  Northeast  to  the  Faeroes 
to  western  Europe  (see  the  Special  Attention 
box  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces  report  for  more 
details).  Because  Kumliens  is  typically  very 
rare  in  Europe,  the  origin  of  the  irruption 
was  believed  to  be  in  the  Arctic  of  eastern 
Canada.  Iceland  Gulls  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species were  not  observed  in  atypically  high 
numbers  south  of  their  usual  winter  range, 
which  is  mostly  from  Iceland  eastward  into 
northern  Europe. 

If  we  have  often  indicated  that  extensive 
ice  cover  in  lakes  and  rivers  may  be  respon- 
sible for  southerly  influxes  of  white-winged 
gulls,  we  would  be  unwise  to  suggest  ice 
as  the  culprit  in  winter  20II-20I2.  There 
wasn’t  much  ice.  But  what  if  too  little  sea  ice 
was  the  problem?  Unlike  for  recent  influxes 
of  Ivory  Gulls  during  periods  with  very  lit- 
tle sea  ice  (Brinkley  2010),  maps  of  sea  ice 
anomalies  for  winter  2011-2012  (from  the 
National  Snow  and  Ice  Data  Center)  show 
relatively  minimal  departures  from  aver- 


age, with  most  ice-free  areas  being  along  the 
coast  of  northern  Labrador  and  in  the  Hud- 
son Strait.  Kumlien’s  are  thought  to  winter 
around  polynyas  from  the  eastern  Canadian 
Arctic  to  Greenland,  but  because  these  areas 
of  open  water  surrounded  by  sea  ice  are  so 
difficult  to  explore,  almost  nothing  is  known 
about  the  species’  winter  ecology. 

Whatever  the  basis  of  the  exodus,  large 
numbers  of  Kumlien’s  Gulls  were  almost 
certainly  unable  to  obtain  food,  whether 
because  the  prey  stocks  had  fallen,  or  had 
failed  to  become  concentrated.  Or  do  these 
birds  rely  on  marine  mammal  feeding  activ- 
ity during  winter?  Their  numbers  were  no- 
tably elevated  in  northern  New  England  but 
were  off  the  charts  in  western  Europe,  with 
some  east  to  Poland,  a few  south  to  Spain. 
What  factors  were  at  work  in  this  unusual 
irruption?  We  will  probably  never  know. 

Less  mysterious  was  the  appearance  of 
Snowy  Owls  (Figure  2)  well  south  of  their 
Arctic  haunts,  a flight  that  stretched  from  the 
Pacific  Northwest  through  the  Great  Plains 
and  sparingly  to  the  mid-Atlantic  states.  The 
extreme  boundaries  of  the  flight  extended 
from  Honolulu  (yes,  Hawaii!),  Oregon,  and 
across  the  center  of  the  continent,  with  two 
birds  each  south  to  Nevada,  Texas,  Arkansas, 
and  South  Carolina.  What  made  this  flight 
different  from  others?  Certainly,  it  was  more 
of  a mid-continental  than  an  eastern  or  a 
western  phenomenon,  but  it  was  “historical- 
ly unprecedented”  really  only  in  the  south- 
ern Great  Plains.  These  flights  are  fairly  well 
understood,  known  to  be  linked  to  cycles 
of  prey  availability  during  both  the  summer 
and  autumn  months,  so  why  the  extensive 
media  coverage  of  this  winter’s  owl  flight? 

One  could  say  rightly  that  our  technol- 
ogy has  changed — Snowy  Owls  were  huge 
on  Facebook  all  winter,  and  the  mainstream 
media  now  chase  those  phenomena  “trend- 
ing” in  social  media.  (In  some  cases,  birders 
became  aware  of  Snowy  Owl  records  only 
because  of  reports  via  Facebook,  Twitter,  or 
other  social  media.)  But  maybe  the  North 
American  imagination  has  changed  with 
regard  to  owls  in  recent  years.  Partly  fueled 
by  the  craze  over  Harry  Potter’s  pet  Snowy 
Owl,  and  probably  by  the  series  Guardians  of 
Ga’Hoole,  media  coverage  of  the  Snowy  Owl 
flight  this  season  was  explosive.  It  became 
almost  impossible  for  the  average  citizen  to 
avoid  knowing  about  the  irruption,  some- 
thing that  cannot  be  said  of  many  events  in 
the  bird  world. 

Tracking  the  owls’  presence,  if  not  actual 
movements  of  individuals,  was  also  made 
easier  by  eBird  and  its  hourly  email  alerts — 


Figure  2.  One  of  two  found  near  Blackwell  in  Kay  County,  Oklahoma,  from  late  (here  29)  January  into  February  2012, 
this  Snowy  Owl  was  among  the  southernmost  of  several  hundred  detected  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  this  winter. 
Photograph  by  Glenda  Leslie. 
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and  the  ease  of  reporting  from  the  field,  via 
smart  devices  and  apps  like  BirdLog.  Be- 
cause so  many  hundreds  of  people  went  out 
to  watch  the  owls,  and  reported  their  loca- 
tions in  a variety  of  ways,  it  was  sometimes 
difficult  to  interpret  the  blizzard  of  data  en- 
try. In  the  end,  sorting  out  how  many  indi- 
vidual birds  were  detected,  and  thus  being 
able  to  put  the  flight  into  historical  context, 
required  extensive  old-fashioned  editorial 
communication  with  observers  to  arrive  at  a 
minimum  number  of  birds  detected. 

And  how  many  was  this?  We  rarely  read 
tallies  of  individual  Snowy  Owls  from  Cana- 
da, the  Dakotas,  eastern  Montana,  or  Minne- 
sota, where  the  owls  are  expected  and  move 
around  during  the  winter,  making  estimates 
difficult.  In  Minnesota,  the  number  of  Snow- 
ies was  over  one  hundred  but  still  lower  than 
during  the  massive  flight  of  winter  2004- 
2005.  From  British  Columbia  through  the 
Prairie  Provinces  and  east  as  far  as  southern 
Quebec,  the  flight  was  said  to  be  well  above 
average,  with  single-outing  counts  in  the 
two-  to  three-dozen  range  and  a conserva- 
tive estimate  in  the  low  hundreds.  The  same 
was  true  in  the  Dakotas. 

South  of  these  areas,  minimally  883 
Snowy  Owls  were  found,  from  virtually  all 
states  except  the  southern  tier  (northern 
Texas  being  the  exception),  Georgia,  North 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  West  Virginia,  Mary- 
land, and  Kentucky.  The  epicenter  for  anom- 
alous high  counts  was  surely  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Great  Plains — where  the  200 
owls  in  Nebraska  and  70  in  Kansas  made 
news — but  the  139  in  Illinois  and  Indiana 
and  131  in  Iowa  and  Missouri  were  superla- 
tive totals  as  well.  With  all  these  ambassa- 
dors hanging  around  snow- free,  often  quite 
balmy  habitats,  media  coverage  provided 
good  information  about  owl  and  small  mam- 
mal population  cycles  in  the  Arctic  and  also 
often  included  mention  of  climate  change — 
but  only  point  out  that  the  owls’  appearance 
was  not  a token  of  problems  in  the  Arctic. 

Other  rodent-eaters  from  the  North  were 
also  seen  south  of  range,  but  none  in  the 
numbers  of  Snowy  Owl.  Northern  Shrikes 
mostly  stayed  that  way.  Rough-legged  Hawks 
made  a fair  showing,  but  their  distribution 
was  patchy,  as  is  often  the  case  with  this  spe- 
cies, Short-eared  Owl,  and  Northern  Harrier. 
Some  Rough-leggeds  were  in  the  same  areas 
as  the  owls,  for  instance,  good  tallies  of  45  in 
Iowa  and  24  in  Missouri;  the  outliers  were 
three  into  southern  Texas,  one  in  Alabama, 
and  one  well  studied  in  Arkansas  (Figure  3). 
But  the  Dakotas  had  very  few  Rough-legged 
Hawks,  and  no  other  regions  mentioned 


above-average  counts.  Despite  their  hand- 
some and  variable  plumages,  this  species 
will  probably  never  provide  an  occasion  for 
coverage  by  major  television  news  outlets:  it 
is  not  the  fact  of  irruption  itself  that  captivat- 
ed watchers  this  winter  but  the  owls  them- 
selves, a source  of  wonder  as  old  as  human 
culture,  the  power  to  captivate  magnified  a 
billion-fold  by  the  new  social  media. 

In  contrast  to  the  owls’,  “the  finch  flight 
was  mostly  a bust,”  according  to  Pamela 
Hunt  in  New  England  and  most  other  edi- 
tors who  look  forward  to  reporting  on  irrup- 
tions of  crossbills,  redpolls,  grosbeaks,  and 
their  kin.  A good  scatter  of  Common  Red-  Figure  3.  A rare  bird  in  Arkansas,  and  seldom 

polls  occurred  west  of  the  Mississippi,  even  so  nicely  documented,  this  Rough-legged  Hawk 
as  far  south  as  southern  California,  but  num-  was  first  encountered  at  Wapanocca  National 
bers  overall  were  not  high.  Wildlife  Refuge,  Crittenden  County  10  December 

A finch  not  frequently  mentioned  in  re-  2011  (here)  and  remained  in  the  area  for  over  a 
gional  reports.  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch,  Photograph  by  Ron  Howard. 

received  quite  a bit  of  coverage  this  season, 

and  its  movements  produced  an  interesting  cords  and  three  each  in  Saskatchewan  and 

mosaic  of  records  away  from  usual  range.  Manitoba,  the  latter  also  late  in  the  season. 

In  Alaska,  birds  of  the  brown-cheeked  in-  from  January  through  March.  Individuals 

terior  subspecies  group  tephwcotis  (some-  in  Calgary  and  Winnipeg  were  specifically 

times  called  Cassin’s  Rosy-Finch)  were  noted  identified  as  Hepburn’s  rather  than  Cassin’s. 

in  midwinter  at  Kenai  and  Kodiak,  while  To  the  south,  the  Dakotas  raked  in  the  Gray- 

in  British  Columbia,  at  least  30,  a mix  of  crowneds,  with  hundreds  in  South  Dakota 

Cassin’s  and  the  coastal  subspecies  littoralis  and  a rare  North  Dakota  record  in  Burleigh 

(a.k.a.  Hepburn’s  Rosy-Finch),  were  found  County,  10-17  February.  The  Thunder  Bay 

at  feeders  at  a ski  resort  near  Kelowna,  also  District  of  Ontario  likewise  had  two  subspe- 

later  in  winter.  In  the  Prairie  Provinces,  cies  groups,  with  a Hepburn’s  at  Geraldton 

Gray-crowneds  were  said  to  be  “prominent  and  single  Cassin’s  at  MacDiarmid  (Rocky 

east  of  their  normal  mountainous  range”  in  Bay,  Figure  4)  and  Rossport;  all  of  these  were 

the  Rockies,  with  at  least  four  Alberta  re-  detected  first  in  January.  Given  this  push  by 


Figure  4.  One  of  three  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  recorded  in  the  Thunder  Bay  District  of  Ontario  in  winter 
201 1 -201 2,  this  feeder  visitor  was  at  MacDiarmid/Rocky  Bay  1 0 (here  27)  January  through  9 February. 
Photograph  by  Joshua  D.  Vandermeulen. 
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both  interior  and  coastal  rosy- finches,  it  was 
a little  less  surprising  that  New  York  got  its 
first  record  of  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch, 
a single  bird  near  the  1194-m  summit  of 
Black  Dome  Mountain,  on  23  December. 
Nevertheless,  the  intrepid  hiker  who  came 
upon  the  bird,  David  Rankin,  was  probably 
not  searching  for  rosy-finches!  At  the  other 
end  of  North  America,  remote  Adak  Island, 
near  the  western  end  of  the  Aleutian  chain. 


Figure  5.  On  27  November  201 1,  Shari  Copenhaver 

discovered  a Cape  May  Warbler  in  her  backyard  in 
Helena,  Montana.  Although  not  seen  daily,  the 
warbler  was  occasionally  recorded  there  through  14 
(here  6)  December.  It  provided  Montana's  first  winter 
record;  at  least  a dozen  more  were  recorded  to  the 
east,  north  to  Illinois  and  Newfoundland,  this  winter. 
Photograph  by  Shari  Copenhaver. 


is  a location  expected  to  produce  continen- 
tal first  records — but  not  at  the  end  of  De- 
cember, when  Isaac  Helmericks  beautifully 
documented  an  Asian  Rosy-Finch  (Leucost- 
icte  arctoa  brunneonucha),  a species  on  the 
short  list  of  hoped-for  additions  in  Alaska, 
but  who  gets  out  birding  on  Adak  on  30  De- 
cember? These  hardy  rosy-finch  finders  are 
testament  to  the  possibility  for  discoveries 
in  extreme  environments:  not  all  finches  are 
found  at  feeders.  Hardcore  birding  some- 
times produces  hardcore  birds. 

Warm  winter  birds 

It  would  be  too  great  a swing  of  the  pendu- 
lum to  write  “Disregard  everything  we’ve 
said  in  these  pages  about  warmer  winter 
weather  and  northerly  wintering,”  but  per- 
haps this:  “We  are  entering  a new  era  of 
warming;  be  watchful  for  unexpected,  even 
unprecedented  species  in  winter.” 

Standout  surprises  pepper  virtually  every 
regional  report.  In  mid-December,  a Cape 
May  Warbler  should  be  flitting  around  a 
Callistemon  tree  in  Jamaica  or  some  other 
sunny  site,  not  hanging  out  in  Helena,  Mon- 
tana (Figure  5).  In  the  middle  of  January, 
Tennessee  Warblers  should  be  ensconced  in 
the  cloud  forests  of  Honduras,  among  other 
beautiful  places,  not  foraging  among  five 
species  of  butterfly  in  Virginia!  (Other  winter 
Tennessees  were  in  New  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.)  Twenty-one  species 
of  warbler  in  winter  in  New  England?  What? 


Even  Florida  had  only  twenty-three  species! 

Warblers  are  often  the  show-stoppers  in 
the  I-can’t-believe-this-is-lingering  depart- 
ment, and  for  those  areas  that  harbor  winter 
warblers,  whether  southern  California  or  St. 
John’s,  Newfoundland,  their  attraction  needs 
no  more  explanation  than  the  Snowy  Owls’. 
North  of  the  southern  tier  states,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a crude  pattern  of  warbler  win- 
tering in  the  East,  with  most  noted  in  the 
coastal  plain,  often  in  urban  and  suburban 
areas  that  offer  warmth  and  food.  Many  of 
these  birds  are  probably  reverse  migrants 
left  over  from  October  and  November,  or 
indeed  vagrants  from  the  West  (Figure  6), 
and  in  warm  winter  of  2011-2012,  these 
birds  survived  to  a degree  rarely  if  ever  ob- 
served. Moreover,  the  middle  and  late  au- 
tumn months  were  remarkably  warm,  with 
bats,  reptiles,  amphibians,  and  insects  of 
many  sorts  observed  months  later  than  usual 
in  many  areas.  So  not  only  did  the  warblers 
have  a mild  winter,  but  autumn  in  the  East 
was  one  long  “Indian  summer,”  as  easterners 
once  called  an  usually  mild  period  in  Octo- 
ber or  early  November. 

This  season,  we  saw  not  a scatter  of  “half- 
hardy”  lingerers,  with  a few  gee-whiz  late- 
dates  throw  in,  but  nearly  a decade’s  worth 
of  wintering  warblers  in  some  areas!  The  list 
of  interesting  records  is  far  too  long  to  repro- 
duce, but  the  jaw-droppers  bear  mentioning 
here.  Single  Northern  Waterthrushes  were 
in  the  Georgia  Piedmont  in  mid-February, 
in  Delaware  County,  Ohio  3 January,  and  in 
Washtenaw  County,  Michigan  through  13 
February.  Cape  May  Warblers  were  found 
from  Newfoundland  to  Connecticut  to  Illi- 
nois to  Montana.  American  Redstart  records 
stretched  from  the  Carolinas  and  Tennessee 
to  Vermont,  as  did  records  of  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler,  which  was  also  detected  in 
Chicago  (and  British  Columbia!).  Remark- 
ably, many  warblers  were  found  away  from 
the  coasts,  even  into  the  mountains.  The 
southern  tier  states,  more  accustomed  to 
warbler  diversity  in  mild  winters,  neverthe- 
less had  their  own  reasons  to  be  astonished: 
Mississippi  had  a Painted  Redstart  to  go  with 
its  first  Altamira  Oriole. 

Though  perhaps  lacking  the  charisma  as- 
sociated with  warblers,  northerly  shorebirds 
have  begun  to  give  warblers  a run  for  their 
money  in  recent  winters.  This  winter.  Nova 
Scotians  recorded  twelve  species  of  shore- 
bird.  A Least  Sandpiper  hung  on  in  rugged 
Delta  County,  Colorado  into  January  (Figure 
7),  while  hardy  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
were  seen  in  Louisiana  (Figure  8),  Florida 
(39  birds!),  and  Virginia.  If  these  were  mere- 


Figure  6.  Maryland's  first  Virginia's  Warbler  was  very  unexpected  at  Pickering  Creek  Audubon  Center,  Talbot  County. 
Identified  on  1 5 February  201 2,  but  believed  to  have  been  present  since  26  January,  it  stayed  into  spring  (here  6 
March).  Most  eastern  records  come  from  feeders,  but  this  bird  was  never  seen  near  a feeder,  preferring  a scrubby 
field  surrounding  a created  wetland.  Photograph  by  Mike  Burchett. 
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ly  isolated  records,  they  could 
indicate  ailing  birds  that  simply 
have  not  been  able  to  complete 
southward  migration;  such  may 
have  been  the  case  for  the  Up- 
land Sandpiper  still  in  northern 
Louisiana  8 December  (Figure 
9).  But  there  were  too  many 
such  instances  in  regional  re- 
ports to  assume  that  all  belated 
birds  were  ill.  For  instance,  a 
count  of  8631  Semipalmated 
Plovers  at  Cumberland  Island, 
Georgia  12  January  is  mind- 
blowing  but  provides  plenty  of 
context  for  reports  of  the  spe- 
cies from  the  next  five  states  to 
the  north.  Shorebird  diversity 
was  well  above  average  from 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
north  to  Nova  Scotia,  in  fact,  as 
a glance  at  the  regional  reports 
will  confirm.  (Cut  here  to  save 
space:  a section  on  December 
tubenoses  in  the  Northeast; 
check  the  regional  reports!) 

Certainly,  for  most  of  us,  the 
real  surprises  come  in  the  form 
of  species  we’ve  never  seen  on 
our  patches  in  winter,  or  even 
close  to  our  patches,  and  yet 
there  they  are,  hundreds  of 
miles  from  where  we  expect 
them.  They  don’t  bring  in  na- 


Figure  7.  Least  Sandpipers  are  very  rare  during  winter  in  Colorado, 
with  the  few  records  coming  from  relatively  low  elevations.  Thus,  this 
individual  tarrying  at  the  confluence  of  the  North  and  South  Forks  of 
the  Gunnison  River  in  Delta  County  6 December  201 1 (here)  through  3 
January  201 2 was  quite  surprising.  Photograph  by  Dennis  Garrison. 


Figure  8.  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  are  generally  rare  in  Louisiana  after  early  October  and 
had  not  previously  been  well  documented  past  early  November.  So,  this  individual  discovered 
near  Cameron,  Cameron  Parish,  during  the  Sabine  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Christmas  Bird 
Count  on  1 7 December  201 1 extended  the  late  fall/early  winter  date  by  about  six  weeks.  The 
palmations  between  the  toes  can  be  seen  in  the  image  on  the  middle  right;  an  adjacent  Least 
Sandpiper  appears  on  the  middle  left  for  comparison.  Photographs  by  Steven  W.  Cardiff. 


Figure  9.  The  first  to  be  confirmed  in  Louisiana  past 
October,  the  presence  of  this  Upland  Sandpiper  was 
especially  dumbfounding  given  that  it  was  in  the 
extreme  northwestern  corner  of  the 
City,  Bossier  Parish  and  was  found  8 
December  201 1 just  after  a 
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Figure  10.  A first  for  the  Great  Basin  region,  a flock  of  seven  Lark  Buntings  spent  the  winter  in  the  Washington  Fields, 
Washington  County,  Utah  29  November  201 1 through  18  March  (here  7 February)  2012.  This  unprecedented  event  was 
attributed  to  the  relatively  mild  winter,  but  the  ongoing  drought  was  credited  with  Lark  Bunting  dispersal  into  areas 
where  rare,  notably  in  Louisiana  and  coastal  Texas.  Photogmph  by  RkkFridell. 


tional  media,  or  even  merit  boldface  type, 
but  they  still  cause  that  experience  of  disbe- 
lief in  the  moment  we  register  them.  Think 
of  Wood  Thrushes  at  Lexington,  Massachu- 
setts 22  January  and  Lebanon  County,  Penn- 
sylvania 4-5  February;  a Parasitic  Jaeger  off 
Cape  Cod  12  January;  a Red-eyed  Vireo  at 
Newport  News,  Virginia  4 December;  or  a 
Lark  Bunting  flock  tarrying  in  famed  fields  of 
Washington  County,  Utah  (Figure  10). 

Vagrants  and  their  visitors 

Will  Drive  For  Birds. 

The  most-visited  rarity  in  many  a moon 
must  have  been  the  Flooded  Crane  that  vis- 
ited Tennessee  and  Indiana  (Figure  11)  in 
December  and  January.  Few  birders  sat  on 
the  proverbial  fence  for  this  bird;  we  know 
that  many  thousands  went  to  look  for  it, 
and  most  were  rewarded  with  good  views  of 
this  eastern  Asian  species,  which  has  been 
reported  previously  in  North  America  only 
in  Nebraska  and  Idaho.  Of  course,  almost 
as  soon  as  the  species  was  identified,  vigor- 
ous and  lengthy  discussions  ensued  as  to  its 
provenance.  Was  it  a wild  bird,  and  if  so, 
what  path  might  it  have  taken  to  reach  Ten- 
nessee? Was  it  an  escapee,  and  if  so,  where 
did  it  come  from?  Because  of  the  rarity  of  the 
species  in  captivity,  it  was  possible  to  deter- 
mine which  individual  Hooded  Cranes  in 
North  America  were  not  accounted  for — and 
whether  they  were  tagged  or  marked  in  some 
way,  or  pinioned.  The  few  deemed  missing 
would  have  been  either  banded  or  pinioned. 


and  thus  were  not  the  Tennessee  bird. 

So  could  the  Hooded  Crane  have  been 
wild?  Vagrancy  in  cranes  is  not  unusual,  as 
they  are  strong  filers,  like  waterfowl.  Opin- 
ions seemed  divided,  as  they  often  are,  be- 
tween those  that  held  the  crane  was  more 
likely  to  be  wild  and  those  that  deemed  it 
most  likely  an  escapee.  In  the  past,  most 


birders  would  have  waited  to  add  the  bird  to 
various  lists  based  on  rulings  by  committees. 
But  in  recent  years,  many  birders  conduct 
their  listing  online,  via  eBird,  rather  than 
through  local  or  national  print  publications, 
and  the  Hooded  Crane  appeared  on  numer- 
ous lists  in  eBird  immediately.  In  talking 
to  dozens  of  people  who  saw  and  enjoyed 
the  bird,  I am  under  the  impression  that  no 
committee  vote  will  change  their  valuation 
of  the  experience  or  change  their  eBird  list 
for  that  day.  The  Hooded  Crane  seems  there 
to  stay,  for  a great  many  if  not  for  all. 

The  question  of  provenance  (and  thus  the 
“countability”)  did  not  seem  to  be  important 
to  many  of  the  people  who  observed  the 
bird,  whose  appearance  coincided  with  the 
popular  Tennessee  Sandhill  Crane  Festival, 
sponsored  by  the  Tennessee  Ornithological 
Society,  Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Agen- 
cy, and  the  Barbara  J.  Mapp  Foundation.  As 
is  true  of  other  crane  festivals,  the  Tennessee 
event  included  many  members  of  the  pub- 
lic who  do  not  self-identify  as  birders  and 
sought  to  educate  people  about  the  value 
of  the  stopover  habitat  at  Hiwassee  Wildlife 
Refuge,  a location  second  only  to  Jasper-Pu- 
laski  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area  in  eastern  North 
America  for  Sandhill  staging. 

But  there  was  an  extra  twist  to  this  year’s 
festival.  In  mid-January,  Kentucky  had  just 
concluded  its  first  legal  hunting  season  in 
modern  times  for  Sandhill  Cranes,  in  which 


Figure  11 . This  Hooded  Crane,  present  at  Hiwassee  Wildlife  Refuge,  Meigs  County,  Tennessee  1 3 December  201 1 
through  30  (here  early)  January  201 2 and  relocated  at  Goose  Pond  Fish  and  Wildlife  Area,  Greene  County,  Indiana  8-1 2 
February,  was  surely  the  most  pursued  and  most  discussed  bird  of  winter  in  North  America.  Photograph  by  Eric  Bowles. 
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50  birds  were  shot.  A similar  hunt  had  been 
proposed  for  Tennessee  but  was  not  ap- 
proved by  the  Tennessee  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Commission  after  protest  from  birders  and 
ornithologists,  who  argued  that  the  birds 
have  far  more  value  to  the  state  as  “watchable 
wildlife.”  The  Hooded  Crane  could  not  have 
appeared  at  a more  opportune  time,  then,  to 
make  this  argument  seem  ironclad — the  eco- 
nomic impact  of  more  than  7000  observers 
(from  47  U.S.  states  and  from  15  countries) 
in  Tennessee  would  not  be  negligible  and 
would  surely  exceed  the  revenues  gathered 
from  a small  number  of  crane  hunters.  So 
if  we  cannot  know  the  crane’s  provenance 
with  certainty,  we  can  reckon  more  nearly 
its  impact  on  birding,  hunting,  and  spend- 
ing in  southeastern  Tennessee.  During  a re- 
cession, in  particular,  conservationists  often 
make  arguments  that  rest  on  “metrics” — and 
economic  impact  is  usally  front  and  center. 

Should  we  also  consider  environmental 
impacts?  What,  for  instance,  was  the  collec- 
tive carbon  footprint  of  those  who  went  to 
look  for  the  crane?  Because  we  so  often  make 
a connection  between  the  changing  climate 
and  bird  vagrancy,  we  would  be  remiss  if 
we  championed  one  metric  and  ignored  the 
other.  Concern  about  birders’  carbon  emis- 
sions is  raised  with  increasing  frequency,  es- 
pecially by  younger  birders,  some  of  whom 
perceive  cross-continental  vagrant  chases  as 
problematic  in  the  era  of  climate  change.  In 


Figurt  13.  An  undisputed  highlight  of  the  season  was  Texas's  first  Nutting's  Flycatcher.  This  confiding  bird  was 
at  Big  Bend  National  Park's  Santa  Elena  Canyon,  Brewster  County  from  31  December  201 1 (here)  through  1 1 
January  2012.  Photograph  by  Brandon  Percival. 


Figure  12.  Maryland's  first  Pink-footed  Goose  was  found  in  western  Howard  County  on  20  (here  21)  February  2012  and  delighted  birders  for  three  more  days.  Records  of  the 
species  out  of  range  have  been  increasing  sharply  in  the  Northeast  in  the  past  six  seasons,  as  is  true  of  other  geese  that  nest  in  Greenland  and  Iceland.  Although  some  birders 
expressed  concern  about  the  provenance  of  individual  Pink-footed  Geese  a few  years  ago,  those  concerns  seem  to  have  faded,  as  records  accrue  in  a relatively  neat  pattern. 
Between  Nova  Scotia  and  Pennsylvania,  at  least  eight  others  were  reported  earlier  in  the  season.  Photograph  by  Bill  Hubick. 
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such  context,  the  provenance  of  the  crane 
is  less  at  issue  than  the  provenance  of  the 
birder  in  Meigs  County.  How  did  that  birder 
get  to  that  location — bicycle,  plane,  automo- 
bile? As  a wry,  road-tripping  character  in  a 
recent  novel,  The  Homespun  Wisdom  of  Myr- 
tle T.  Cribb,  puts  it:  “Let’s  say  you’ve  always 
wanted  to  see  the  polar  bears.  Ask  yourself: 
can  I make  do  with  seeing  them  on  National 
Geographic?  Would  it  be  okay  for  me  to  not 
heat  up  the  atmosphere  just  so  I can  look  at 


them  in  person?”  (Reynolds  2012). 

Whether  we  are  patch-birders  or  globe- 
trotters, we  all  hope  to  see  something  new 
and  spectacular,  and  sometimes  such  birds 
do  turn  up  near  home.  Imagine  the  thrill 
of  Maryland  birders  who  could  see  not  just 
a vagrant  Virginia’s  Warbler  from  the  West 
(Figure  6)  but  another  state  first,  a Pink- 
footed Goose  (Figure  12),  probably  from  the 
growing  population  in  Iceland?  Maryland 
birders,  partly  because  of  their  state’s  small 


size,  enjoy  a tightly  knit  community  and 
relatively  short  travel  times  between  favor- 
ite birding  sites — and,  in  this  case,  less  than 
two  hours’  drive  between  megas.  In  Texas, 
by  contrast,  the  drive  from  Texarkana  to 
Santa  Elena  Canyon,  where  the  state’s  first 
Nutting’s  Flycatcher  (Figure  13)  put  on  a 
fine  show,  would  be  closer  to  12  hours,  the 
time  required  to  drive  from  North  Carolina 
to  Ontario.  Size  does  matter  when  it  comes 
to  state  listing,  after  all. 

The  rise  of  county  listing,  and  “green” 
listing  (including  green  big  years  and  big 
days),  has  been  well  promoted  by  eBird, 
among  whose  functions  are  included  track- 
ing of  lists  at  the  county  and  site  level. 
By  encouraging  birders  to  focus  closer  to 
home,  eBird  may  indeed  be  at  the  forefront 
of  reducing  the  carbon  footprint  of  many 
birders.  But  still  vexed,  after  all  these  years 
of  chatter  on  the  subject,  is  the  relationship 
between  birding — a practice  that  invariably 
includes  enjoyment  upon  seeing  something 
new — and  listing,  a practice  that  invari- 
ably involves  a numeral,  a tally  of  species 
that  appears  to  serve  as  a metric,  perhaps  a 
numerical  expression  of  effort,  skill,  luck, 
leisure  time,  longevity,  and  (sometimes)  dis- 
posable income.  It  is  not  certain  that  birders 
who  went  to  see  the  crane,  the  flycatcher, 
or  the  goose  were  listers;  but  it  is  certain 
that  all  who  made  these  pilgrimages  hoped 
to  see  something  new,  or  new  in  a certain 
context. 

So  how  important  is  the  supposed  metric, 
the  numeral,  to  the  cultural  phenomenon  of 
birding  and  bird-chasing  in  the  twenty-first 
century?  Would  people  still  go  to  see  new 
birds  if  personal  scores  were  not  ranked  and 
posted  somewhere?  1 dare  say  they  would. 
Would  some  people  stop  birding  altogether 
if  the  tradition  of  ranking  and  publishing 
scores  were  to  end?  A few  might,  yes.  In 
eBird,  so  long  as  a participant  has  reported 
at  least  one  bird  of  one  species,  that  partici- 
pant’s name  is  connected  to  a numeral.  What 
would  be  the  consequence  for  our  culture — 
for  chasing  and  county  birding,  for  carbon 
emissions,  for  those  fishy  reports  of  fanciful 
birds  that  pad  a list’s  tally — if  that  ceased  to 
be  the  case?  Historically,  some  birders  have 
derived  pleasure,  even  self-definition  from  a 
numeral.  How  might  we  perceive  ourselves 
if,  when  submitting  an  eBird  checklist, 
we  were  required  to  provide  an  estimated 
amount  of  carbon  dioxide  produced  as  a 
result  of  our  outing?  And  what  if  rankings 
could  then  be  sorted  in  terms  of  total  car- 
bon footprint?  Would  our  self-perceptions 
change  with  a new  pivot  of  the  datasheet? 


Figure  14.  The  first  indication  of  the  waterfowl  invasion  in  Belize  this  winter  came  on  1 1 December  201 1 , when  Jona- 
than Urbina  reported  thousands  of  ducks,  coots,  and  shorebirds  at  the  Blue  Creek  rice  fields  near  the  Mexican  border, 
including  four  male  Redheads,  the  country's  first.  The  following  day,  a large  group  of  birders  from  nearby  La  Milpa  Field 

Station  found  a female  accompanying  the  four  males.  On  20  January  2012,  the  female  Redhead  pictured  here  was  pho- 
tographed 70  kilometers  away  at  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm,  providing  a second  Belize  record.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 


Figure  1 5.  A rare  visitor  anywhere  in  southern  Mexico,  Redheads  were  reported  from  several  locations  in 
southeastern  Oaxaca  in  January  and  February;  this  male  was  the  first  individual  discovered  this  winter  season  in 
the  state  at  Santa  Maria  Xadani  20  January  2012;  nine  others  were  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Ventosa.  A Redhead  at 
Lake  Peten  Itza  1 6 December  201 1 was  the  first  ever  photographed  in  Guatemala,  followed  by  two  at  Lake  Atitlan 
four  days  later.  Photograph  by  Jorge  Montejo. 
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Drought  and  diaspora 

Wetland-dependent  birds,  whether  rails, 
ducks,  shorebirds,  or  herons,  disperse  wide- 
ly in  search  of  suitable  habitat  and  seem  to 
have  an  uncanny  ability  to  locate  and  exploit 
new  habitats,  often  before  birders  even  know 
the  habitats  are  there!  This  past  winter  was 
most  memorable  for  the  widespread  records 
of  locally  rare  waterfowl  species  in  southern 
Mexico  and  central  America,  especially  Red- 
head (Figures  14,  15),  which  was  document- 
ed for  the  first  time  ever  in  Belize  and  Gua- 
temala. The  habitats  in  which  many  of  these 
ducks  were  found — rice  farms,  fish  farms, 
and  reservoirs — are  relatively  new  ones  but 
certainly  not  new  this  winter,  and  most  of 
them  are  checked  fairly  often  by  birders. 

So  regional  editors  suggest  that,  rather 
than  expanding  into  new  habitats,  some  of 
these  birds  were  likely  driven  southward  by 
dry  conditions  in  the  southern  Great  Plains 
and  especially  in  Texas.  This  sort  of  dias- 
pora seems  counterintuitive  during  a winter 
that  was  so  very  mild;  we  normally  expect 
many  waterfowl  to  stay  north  during  warm 
winters.  And  almost  all  regions  report  that 
that  was  the  case,  especially  regions  south  of 
New  England  and  the  Great  Lakes;  but  even 
the  Prairie  Provinces  had  open  water,  and 
much  waterfowl  diversity,  right  into  the  New 
Year.  Thus  it  seems  an  even  more  reason- 
able conclusion  that  many  of  these  Middle 


Fifure  16.  Part  of  a surge  of  western  extraiimitals  into  the  central  strip  of  the  Southern  Great  Plains  was  this  Sage 
Thrasher  at  Pontotoc  Ridge  Nature  Preserve,  Pontotoc  Countjf,  Oklahoma,  here  photographed  28  January  2012. 
Photograph  by  Daniel  Smith. 


Figure  1 7.  The  first  since  in  Pennsylvania  since  1 998,  this  Say's  Phoebe  at  Maple  Knoll 
Farms,  Bucks  County  13  (here  17)  December  201 1 remained  through  the  season  and 
represented  a first  coun^  record.  The  bird  was  often  found  feeding  on  insects  near 
a large  mulch  pile  that  generated  a warm  micro-climate.  There  are  at  least  eleven 
previous  records  for  the  state.  Ptotofwpfi  by /fM  IW/franf. 


Figure  1 8.  Only  the  second  ever  found  in  Indiana  during  the  winter  period,  this  Say's 
Phoebe  frequented  reclaimed  strip  mine  habitat  in  Vigo  County  on  10-16  (here  10) 
December  201 1 . With  increasing  dryness  and  drought  across  much  of  this  species' 
breeding  and  wintering  range  in  recent  years,  stray  Say's  have  increased  in  the  Mid- 
west and  East,  even  more  so  than  the  proverbial  bluebird.  Photograph  by  Marty  Jones. 
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Figure  19.  The  latest  in  a strong  run  of  first  state  records  for  Arkansas  was  this  Brewer's  Sparrow  at 
Woolsey  Wet  Prairie  near  Fayetteville,  Washington  County  1 (here  9)  December  201 1 through  21  Feb- 
ruary 2012.  Another  cooperative  Brewer's  was  found  in  northern  Virginia.  Photograph  by  Charles  Mills. 
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American  records  of  rare  waterfowl  are 
attributable  to  reduced  wetland  habitats 
farther  north.  The  list  is  very  impressive: 
in  addition  to  the  Redheads,  the  winter 
saw  the  first  record  of  Ruddy  Duck  and 
Gadwall  for  Belize,  hrst  Hooded  Mer- 
ganser and  Canvasback  for  Costa  Rica, 
plus  large  numbers  of  teal  (including 
many  rare  Green-winged),  Gadwall,  and 
other  dabbling  ducks  across  an  enor- 
mous area.  These  hrst  country  records 
are  supported  by  a beautiful  pattern  of 
increasing  abundance  just  to  the  north, 
in  Yucatan  state,  where  for  instance  1600 
Redheads  were  found  at  Celestun  on  19 
February,  a number  that  is  off  the  charts 
for  that  region.  An  increase  in  numbers 
of  several  shorebird  species,  particularly 
American  Avocet,  in  Middle  America  this 
past  winter  could  also  related  to  reduc- 
tion in  habitat  north  of  the  U.  S.  border. 
But  did  the  Redheads  cross  the  border  in 
Texas?  A Florida  count  of  9300,  a new 
state  high,  from  the  counties  of  Pasco,  Pi- 
nellas, and  Hillsborough  does  make  one 
wonder  whether  some  birds  came  down 
to  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  across  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico;  Cuba  also  had  good  counts. 

Birds  of  arid  landscapes  are  well  adapt- 
ed to  such  areas,  and  we  do  not  often 
think  of  them  as  being  in  diaspora,  or  “es- 
cape flights,”  as  a consequence  of  increas- 
ing aridity.  But  surely,  the  extralimital  re- 
cords of  birds  that  winter  widely  across 
the  regions  most  affected  by  extreme 
drought — the  Great  Basin,  the  southern- 
most Great  Plains,  the  Southwest  (Ari- 
zona, New  Mexico,  and  northwestern 
Mexico),  and  Texas — are  likely  to  be  the 
product  of  intolerable,  prolonged  dry- 
ness, which  reduces  quantities  of  seeds, 
fruits,  and  insects  alike.  A flagship  spe- 
cies of  this  exodus  back  in  autumn  2011 
seemed  to  be  Sage  Thrasher  (Figure  16), 
which  continued  to  be  found  in  elevated 
numbers  east  of  regular  range  into  win- 
ter, also  very  true  of  Green-tailed  Towhee 
(especially  in  the  Gulf  coastal  states)  and 
to  a lesser  degree  Spotted  Towhee.  As 
fall  moved  into  winter,  more  and  more 
records  of  Say’s  Phoebe  (Figures  17,  18) 
accrued,  with  elevated  numbers  in  the 
eastern  Great  Plains,  eastern  Texas  (7), 
Louisiana  (I8-1-  since  fall),  Missouri  (2), 
Nova  Scotia  (2),  with  singles  in  Florida, 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  and  Tennessee. 
The  same  was  true  of  Mountain  Bluebird 
records,  whose  numbers  were  also  above 
average  in  the  eastern  Great  Plains,  with 
vagrants  recorded  in  Nova  Scotia,  New 
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York,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Ontario  (3 
birds;  frontispiece).  Single  Lazuli  Buntings 
made  it  to  Nova  Scotia  and  Massachusetts, 
but  there  was  less  context  to  suggest  that 
these  birds  were  part  of  the  exodus. 

Shockingly,  two  Brewer’s  Sparrows  (Fig- 
ures 19-21)  were  detected  far  to  the  east 
of  normal  wintering  range.  Although  there 
is  extensive  overlap  between  Brewer’s  Spar- 
row’s wintering  range  and  that  of  the  phoe- 
be,  bluebird,  and  thrasher,  the  sparrow  is 
hardly  known  as  a vagrant  well  east  of  range, 
with  only  one  specimen  from  Massachusetts 
(15  December  1873),  two  sight  records  from 
Long  Island  (26  October  1947,  14  October 
1950),  and  one  photographic  record  from 
Nova  Scotia  (6-7  October  1991).  It  seems 
doubtful  that  Brewer’s  are  being  overlooked, 
and  so  the  exceptional  dryness  of  2011  must 
have  played  a role  is  the  birds’  dispersal. 

The  Virginia  Brewer’s  Sparrow  (full  dis- 
closure: I drove  eight  hours  in  total  to  see 
this  bird,  only  three  of  those  carpooled  in 
a hybrid  vehicle)  was  considered  by  some 
observers  to  be  a candidate  for  Timberline 
Sparrow,  the  taverneri  subspecies  of  Brewer’s, 
whose  wintering  range  is  not  well  known 
and  whose  identification  away  from  breed- 
ing areas  is  considered  tenuous.  In  general. 
Timberline  shows  a more  contrasting  and 
richly  colored  plumage  than  the  nominate, 
especially  in  the  head  and  back;  broader 
dark  streaks  above,  more  grayish  tones  than 
sandy  tones  in  central  crown  stripe,  super- 
cilium,  breast  and  flanks;  and  a relatively 
bold,  complete  eyering.  Virtually  all  of  the 
photographs  taken  of  the  Virginia  bird  show 
these  features  to  some  degree,  but  even  with 
a specimen,  it  is  not  clear  that  the  identifi- 
cation to  subspecies  would  be  firm.  The 
bird’s  finder  (yes,  a westerner!)  is  to  be  com- 
mended not  just  for  making  the  accurate 
identification  of  this  subtle  bird  but  also  for 
graciously  sticking  to  her  guns  when  faced 
with  local  incredulity!  Although  the  bird’s 
identification  to  subspecies  is  not  settled 
(and  if  a Timberline  Sparrow,  where  should 
it  have  wintered?),  the  Brewer’s  Sparrow  in 
Virginia,  together  with  the  bird  in  Arkansas, 
hint  that  this  species  may  be  most  likely  to 
stray  from  range  when  conditions  on  the 
wintering  grounds  become  intolerable.  Two 
records  hardly  make  a pattern,  but  they  sug- 
gest we  should  be  alert  for  one,  and  indeed 
Brewer’s  were  pushing  the  envelope  on  the 
easternmost  edge  of  range  in  Texas,  where 
one  or  two  per  site  were  noted  in  the  “cen- 
tral” counties  of  Wilbarger,  Bexar,  and  De- 
witt this  winter,  all  around  97-98°  longitude. 

Our  understanding  of  changing  wintering 


patterns  in  birds  is  still  in  its  infancy,  though 
we  have  known  for  some  time  that  small 
numbers  of  pioneers  that  survive  in  new  ar- 
eas can  burgeon  into  large  wintering  popula- 
tions, ■with  new  migratory  patterns,  as  with 
Blackcaps  in  England  (Berthold  1995).  In 
North  America,  we  have  seen  gradual  -win- 
ter range  extensions  over  periods  of  decades, 
but  do  we  have  a more  dramatic  example 
to  compare  to  Blackcap?  Certainly,  Tropical 
Kingbirds  can  winter  in  southern  Califor- 
nia or  southern  Louisiana,  but  Cave  Swal- 
lows struggle  to  survive  early  winter  nights 


in  coastal  New  Jersey  or  even  Georgia.  After 
twenty  years,  we  still  have  not  a clue  as  to 
why  these  and  individuals  of  so  many  other 
species  make  these  wild  journeys  northward 
into  the  cold.  Perhaps  there  is  no  American 
species  that  has  gained  a foothold  in  quite 
the  way  Blackcaps  have  in  England. 

At  micro-climates  like  wastewater  treat- 
ment facilities,  we  have  many  tales  of  win- 
tering swallows  and  phoebes  well  north  of 
regular  range  (and  landfills,  too,  have  odd- 
ments in  their  avifauna,  not  simply  gulls), 
but  these  are  considered  exceptional  artifi- 


Fipres  2B,  21 . This  Brewer's  Sparrow,  foynd  by  Linda  Chittum  30  December  201 1 at  Oceoquan  Bay  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Prince  William  County,  Virginia,  remained  for  much  of  the  winter  (here  26  January  2012),  to  the  delight  of 
hundreds  of  birders.  It  was  last  reported  1 7 March.  Photographs  by  Tom  Johnson. 
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cial  habitats,  like  feeding  stations  offered  to 
hummingbirds  and  orioles  the  Northeast, 
rather  than  pioneering  adaptations  to  new- 
geographic  settings.  Perhaps  one  could  ar- 
gue that  Painted  Buntings  have  slowly  in- 
creased out  of  range  and  have  tended  to  use 
brushy  habitats  and  suburban  areas  with 
plantings  in  areas  well  north  of  range,  at- 
tending feeders  as  needed  during  periods 
of  cold.  However  predictable,  this  pattern 
is  still  rather  thin,  involving  a few  dozen 
birds  per  season,  surely  not  thousands.  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  in  the  Southeast?  They 
now  number  in  the  high  hundreds,  if  not 
more  (75  were  recorded  on  the  Baton  Rouge 
Christmas  Bird  Count  this  season!),  and  may 
be  the  example  most  comparable  to  Black- 
cap. Blackcaps  do  sometimes  visit  feeders,  so 
perhaps  we  should  not  consider  them  such 
a paragon;  recent  research  on  the  species  on 
the  European  mainland  (e.g.,  Mokwa  2009) 
shows  irregular,  gradual  expansion  of  winter 
range  that  looks  much  more  like  the  patterns 
observed  in  North  American  passerines. 

And  how  should  we  feel  about  winter- 
ing birds  at  feeders?  In  his  winter  report 
for  the  Atlantic  Provinces,  Blake  Maybank 
summarizes  examples  of  “extreme  feeding”: 
the  intense  work  involved  in  keeping  Bal- 
timore Orioles  alive  in  Halifax,  Nova  Sco- 
tia until  spring;  a vulture  feeding  station 
(road-kill  smorgasbord)  near  Antigonish 
that  attracted  a rare  Black  Vulture;  a win- 
tering gallinule  that  got  salmon  and  salad; 
and  even  a feeding  station  for  two  extremely 
rare-in-winter  Red-shouldered  Hawks  in 
Lunenburg  County,  which  has  been  patron- 
ized for  seven  consecutive  -winters!  Most 
would  consider  such  situations  artificial, 
and  surely  they  influence  survivorship  of 
these  birds  decisively.  Take  the  food  away, 
and  no  birds.  But  is  this  not  a mechanical 
view  of  the  world  that  perceives  the  human 
element  as  unnatural?  Scientists  have  ar- 
gued that  domestic  dogs  arose  from  wolves 
whose  nature  was  unusually  confiding  and 
who  came  to  scavenge  from  humans,  then 
hunt  with  humans,  and  ultimately  share 
our  journey  as  companion  species.  What  if 
those  Red-shouldered  Hawks  flew  in  to  that 
home  looking  for  a meal?  How  are  they  dif- 
ferent from  those  early  wolves,  unusually 
docile  or  curious,  whose  instincts  brought 
them  into  a relationship  with  our  ancestors? 
Granted,  collecting  dead  mammals  to  feed 
to  vultures  is  slightly  different  from  buying  a 
bag  of  millet,  but  only  in  the  details.  At  what 
point  in  the  process  of  wolf  domestication 
did  the  situation  become  artificial? 

We  often  concern  ourselves  with  the  ef- 


fects of  feeding  birds,  of  pishing,  of  audio 
lures,  or  laser  pointers,  or  wearing  white 
shirts.  Many  of  our  community’s  most  en- 
during exchanges  on  the  “ethics”  of  bird- 
ing  are  about  relatively  minor  practices;  we 
debate  our  use  and  consumption  of  chemi- 
cals and  petroleum,  practices  of  far  more 
consequence,  far  less  often.  Have  we  come 
of  age  since  the  carefree  days  of  cheap  gas- 
oline and  bird  chasing?  We  know  that  our 
actions,  individually  and  collectively,  have 
impacts  upon  the  planet,  some  subtle,  some 
profound.  Dr.  John  Peterson  Myers — one  of 
our  own,  not  only  a birder  and  founder  of 
BirdsEye  (including  BirdLog)  but  a writer  in 
this  journal — has  devoted  his  professional 
career  to  understanding  the  impact  of  toxic 
chemicals  on  vertebrates,  including  humans. 
In  recent  decades,  his  work  has  turned  to  in- 
vestigate the  role  of  chemical  exposure  in  en- 
docrine disruption.  Once  considered  a sub- 
ject on  the  fringe  of  science,  a flood  of  new 
studies  this  century  indicate  that  his  suppo- 
sitions (see  the  1996  book  Our  Stolen  Future, 
for  instance)  were  not  only  correct  but  that 
many  more  human  problems,  including  the 
epidemic  of  Type  II  diabetes  and  obesity,  are 
effects  of  our  polluted  environment.  In  this 
journal  in  1988,  Myers  famously  wrote: 

If  large,  the  concentrations  [of  chemical 
contaminants]  in  the  brain  lead  to  death. 

If  sub-lethal,  they  produce  various  forms 
of  behavioral  disorder.  Might  they  interfere 
with  migratory  competency,  leading  many 
contaminated  migrants  to  fly  astray?  The 
notion  is  not  implausible.  Imagine  whole 
migration  systems  gone  awry,  thrushes 
from  Guatemala  or  shorebirds  from  Peru 
headed  5°,  10°,  or  more  off  course,  alive 
but  bound  toward  reproductive  death  be- 
cause their  guidance  systems  malfunction. 

What  better  way  to  increase  the  likeli- 
hood of  new  Maryland  records  than  dosing 
western  Mexico  with  gobs  of  direction-al- 
tering sprays?  How  better  to  keep  the  World 
Series  of  Binding  tally  rising  than  some  in- 
spired applications  in  Honduras?  [...]  If 
these  speculations  are  correct,  then  we  have 
within  our  grasp  a means  of  increasing  va- 
grancy. And  what  more  could  birders  need? 
Better  binding  through  chemistry! 

Are  the  northerly  influxes  of  Cave  Swal- 
lows in  November,  many  of  which  perish  as 
winter  sets  in,  trying  to  tell  us  something? 
Myers  (1988)  concluded  his  tongue-in-cheek 
essay  with  a reasonable  suggestion  concern- 
ing the  possible  relationship  between  chemi- 
cal pollutants  and  impairment  of  navigation: 


“What  research  program  might  we  initiate  to 
address  the  issue?  For  starters,  I would  sug- 
gest laboratory  experiments  on  orientation 
■with  varying  contamination  levels.  Match 
this  -with  careful  examination  of  tissue  from 
wildly  off-course  migrants.”  A quarter-cen- 
tury later,  his  challenge  remains  unmet.  We 
still  have  no  real  understanding  of  the  effects 
of  en-vironmental  pollutants  on  bird  na-viga- 
tion  and  migration.  But  we  do  understand 
the  effects  of  our  production  of  carbon  diox- 
ide, methane,  and  other  greenhouse  gases  on 
the  planet’s  atmosphere,  oceans,  and  terres- 
trial environments,  including  the  intensifica- 
tion of  severe  weather  phenomena:  extreme 
heat  and  drought,  colossal  forest  fires,  more 
frequent  and  intense  tropical  cyclones  and 
tornadoes.  And  we  birders  see  the  impacts 
on  cherished  habitats  and  on  birds,  our  sa- 
cred parks  ablaze,  and  tropicbirds  rained 
down  on  cities  like  angels  cast  out  of  heaven. 

The  more  we  drive,  the  more  fuel  we  add 
to  the  tempest.  And  the  more  vagrants  we 
create.  And  so  more  driving.  Megas  and 
mega-fires. 

With  the  rest  of  our  species,  we  stand  at 
a crossroads:  we  have  the  capacity  to  under- 
stand the  consequences  of  our  actions  and 
to  communicate  ■with  millions  of  our  fel- 
low humans  in  ways  unimagined  a genera- 
tion ago.  Should  we  use  our  technology  to 
encourage  activities  that  make  our  carbon 
footprint  larger  and  larger?  Or  should  we, 
like  Myrtle  T.  Cribb,  stay  closer  to  home  and 
forego  a few  road  trips?  As  this  issue  goes 
to  press,  Hurricane  Sandy  is  bearing  down 
on  the  mid-Atlantic.  Bluebird  weather — and 
a presidential  election  season  with  two  can- 
didates who  refuse  to  debate  climate  change. 

Literature  cited 

Berthold,  E 1995.  Microevolution  of  migra- 
tory behaviour  illustrated  by  the  Blackcap 
Sylvia  atricapilla:  1993  Witherby  Lecture. 
Bird  Study  42:  89-100. 

Brinkley,  E.  S.  2010.  The  Changing  Seasons: 
Gulls  and  living  rooms.  North  American 
Birds  64:  212-222. 

Farnsworth,  A.,  and  M.  J.  Iliff.  2012.  The 
Changing  Seasons:  Driven.  North  Ameri- 
can Birds  66:  16-28. 

Mokwa,  K.  2009.  Wintering  range  of  the 
Blackcap  (Sylvia  atricapilla)  in  Europe  - 
stabilized  or  changing?  Ring  31:  45-58. 
Myers,  J.  P.  1988.  Facts,  inferences,  and 
shameless  speculations.  American  Birds 
42:  351-352. 

Reynolds,  S.  2012.  The  Homespun  Wisdom 
of  Myrtle  T.  Cribb.  Turner  Publishing,  Pa- 
ducah, Kentucky, 


236 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Atlantic  Provinces  & St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  | 


^ ■ LABRADOR 

TorngatMtns.N.P. 

■ ; labrador 


Blake  Maybank 


Our  Region  is  too  large  to  generalize  the 
season’s  weather,  but  it  was  warmer  and 
drier  than  average,  sufficiently  so  along 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  that  most  pre- 
cipitation fell  as  rain,  as  it  did  in  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon.  There  was  little  ice  formation  of  note 
in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  allorving  wintering 
seabirds  to  disperse  more  widely.  And  while 
there  were  storms,  none  was  memorable,  and 
there  were  no  exceptional  movements  of  Arctic 
species  southward  (no  Ivory  Gulls  and  only  one 
verified  Gyrfalcon).  As  ever,  an  array  of  rarities 
held  birders’  interest  throughout  the  season. 

One  measure  of  the  winter  bird  season  is 
provided  by  the  impressive  species  totals  in  the 
respective  Atlantic  Provinces  and  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon.  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  had 
139  species,  Nova  Scotia  202  (average  is  195), 
Prince  Edward  Island  119  (average  113),  New 
Brunswick  171  (average  161),  and  St.  Pierre 
et  Miquelon  99  (highest  ever  total  in  16  years 
of  record  keeping;  average  87).  Reporting  was 
good  from  across  the  Region,  though  with 
Brian  Dalzell’s  passing,  we  are  still  in  need  of  a 
compiler  for  New  Brunswick. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Nova  Scotia’s  3rd  Pink-footed  Goose,  discov- 
ered in  the  Windsor  area  in  Nov,  continued  to 
be  seen  through  30  Dec  (m.ob.).  Two  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  made  brief  appearances 
in  Nova  Scotia.  The  first,  an  imm.  at  Knoyd- 
art,  Antigonish  27  Jan  Qohn  Kearney),  may  have 
been  of  a European  subspecies;  the  other,  at 
Garden  Lots,  Lunenburg  19-26  Feb,  was  of  the 
expected  Greenland  subspecies  JIavirostris  (ph. 
Nicolle  Wallis).  A Brant  at  Harbour  Grace,  NL, 
which  arrived  during  the  autumn,  remained 
throughout  the  winter,  providing  the  first  win- 
ter record  for  the  province  (m.ob.).  Two  Bar- 


nacle Geese  were  at  Chatham,  NB  14-15  Dec 
(Hazen  Sweeney).  The  only  report  of  Cackling 
Goose  was  a group  of  3 at  Onslow,  NS  5 Dec 
(EM).  Gadwall  is  increasingly  common  in  win- 
ter on  the  mainland  (15  in  Nova  Scotia,  12+  in 
New  BrunsvAck,  a few  in  Price  Edward  Island), 
but  the  species  is  still  rare  in  Newfoundland, 
where  2 males  overwintered,  one  at  Arnold’s 
Cove  and  another  at  Chapel  Cove,  Conception 
Bay  (fide  BMt).  Eurasian  Wigeons  are  not  quite 
yet  sufficiently  routine  in  the  Region  in  winter 
to  cease  noting  them,  especially  as  the  species 
is  so  oddly  rare  in  New  Brunswick,  which  had 
none  this  season.  Newfoundland  had  25,  Nova 
Scotia  had  15,  and  singles  were  in  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  and  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon.  We 
rarely  mention  the  ubiquitous  American  Black 
Duck  in  this  account,  but  Miquelon  had  record 
counts,  including  980  at  Grand  Barachois  12 
Dec  (RE),  with  837  still  present  17  Feb  (LJ). 

Canvasbacks  are  barely  annual  in  the  Region, 
so  the  number  and  extent  of  this  winter’s  oc- 
currences can  almost  be  termed  an  influx.  Two 
males  in  the  Cole  Harbour,  NS  area,  first  found 
in  Nov,  were  observed  through  9 Dec  (m.ob.). 
A male  on  St.  Pierre  2-19  Dec  (LJ  et  al.)  made 
the  4th  local  record  and  the  first  in  winter.  New 
Brunswick  enjoyed  the  lion’s  share  of  sightings: 
a male  at  Shediac  2 Dec  (Gilles  Belliveau  et  al); 
2 at  Tracadie  3 Dec  (Roland  Robichaud,  Frank 
Branch  et  al);  2 at  Bouctouche  2-3  Dec  (Louis- 
Emile  Cormier);  and  a male  at  Perry  Pt.  15-26 
Dec  QW  et  al),  which  was  seen  at  Westfield  27 
Dec.  Prince  Edward  Island’s  first  winter  record 
(and  first  provincial  record  since  2003)  was  fur- 
nished by  a male  at  Vernon  River  15  Feb  (DO), 
which  remained  into  Mar.  Redheads  are  more 
regular  in  the  Region,  but  a female  at  Oysterbed 
Bridge  22  Jan  (DO)  provided  just  the  3rd  pro- 


vincial winter  record.  St.  John’s,  NL  hosted  24 
Tufted  Ducks,  an  average  total,  but  the  species 
was  scarce  elsewhere,  with  but  singles  in  both 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  No  Gray  Par- 
tridge were  reliably  reported  in  Nova  Scotia 
this  winter,  and  the  species  is  considered  on 
the  verge  of  extirpation.  A concentration  of  120 
Homed  Grebes  at  Graves  Island  PE,  NS  3 Dec 
("with  80  there  17  Dec)  made  the  highest  single- 
site count  in  the  Region  in  many  years  (BMy). 

A Black  Vulture  (now  annual  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia) appeared  at  Randy  l^uff’s  vulture  feeder 
near  Antigonish  13  Feb  and  remained  through 
the  period,  enjoying  road  kill.  This  could  be 
the  same  individual  that  patronized  his  feeder 
in  at  least  one  earlier  winter.  The  Turkey  Vul- 
ture expansion  is  gradually  making  inroads  into 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  where  the  species 
remains  very  rare.  One  was  found  at  Cartwright, 
Labrador  during  Dec  and  remained  through  at 
least  the  first  week  of  Jan;  it  was  being  fed  by 
locals  (Shirley  Walsh  et  al.)  and  was  featured 
on  the  local  television  affiliate  of  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corporation.  Word  has  come  to 
light  regarding  2 Red-shouldered  Hawks  that 
have  been  coming  to  a remote  feeding  station 
in  interior  Lunenburg,  NS.  They  first  arrived  as 
juvs.  seven  years  ago  and  have  been  returning 
to  be  fed  each  successive  winter,  arriving  in  Nov 
and  departing  in  Apr.  Photographs  confirm  the 
story  (fide  IM),  but  the  homeovmer  requests  pri- 
vacy. The  raptor  of  the  season  was  New  Bruns- 
wick’s 2nd  Swainson’s  Hawk  (and  the  Region’s 
first  ever  in  winter)  at  Shepody  Marshes  4-18 
Dec  (ph.  ST  et  al).  Single  sightings  of  Gyrfal- 
con in  New  Bmnswick  and  Nova  Scotia  were 
not  accompanied  by  details,  and  none  were 
reported  from  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 
The  only  documented  Gyrfalcon  arrived  in  St. 


Q A Warmer  weather  often  results  in  warmer  water,  and  so  it  should  perhaps  not  be  a com- 
Olipiete  surprise  that  Nova  Scotia  recorded  seven  species  of  tubenose  this  winter,  a time  of 
year  when  only  Northern  Fulmar  is  widespread  and  expected  (at  least  offshore).The  rarest  bird 
was  a Yeilow-riosed  Albatross  reported  from  Canadian  waters  at  42°  N,  66°  1 9A4‘W  on  the  ne. 
comer  of  Georges  Bank  20  Jan  20  {Me  RD);  no  details  are  available,  so  another  species,  such  as 
Biack-browed,  could  be  involved.  There  are  no  other  winter  albatross  reports  from  Canada.  A 
Cory's  Shearwater  seen  during  the  Louisbourg  C.B.C.  1 7 Dec  marked  the  first  Canadian  winter 
record.  A few  Great  Shearwaters  have  lingered  into  early  winter  in  Nova  Scotia,  with  reports 
almost  every  other  winter,  but  1 00+  observed  from  a lobster  boat  1 0 km  w.  of  Seal  I.,  Yarmouth 
2 Dec  (RD)  made  an  unprecedented  count;  just  2 were  present  there  6 Dec,  when  the  species 
was  last  sighted  in  Nova  Scotia  waters.  Sooty  Shearwaters  are  much  rarer  In  early  winter,  but 
one  was  sighted  4 Dec  from  the  aforementioned  lobster  boat  (RD),  and  one  ors  the  Northeast 
Bank  off  Grand  Manan  22  Dec  furnished  a first  Nevi/  Brunswick  Vi/inter  record  (Brian  Guptill). 
Prince  Edward  Island's  first  winter  Sooty  Shearwater  record  was  even  more  unexpected,  a 
well-described  bird  in  the  Northumberland  Strait  1 Dec  (Glen  Saunders,  Jim  Aquilani).  An  en- 
vironmental survey  in  mid-Dec  well  offshore  of  e.  Newfoundland  (but  within  Canadian  waters) 
tallied  Great  and  Manx  Shearwater  and  Leach's  Storm-Petrei.  The  observer,  the  date,  the 
documentation,  and  the  exact  locations  are  protected  under  confidentiality  agreements. 
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Pierre  2 Dec  and  took  up  residence  near  the  gar- 
bage dump  and  stayed  throughout  the  season 
(m.ob.).  This  is  unprecedented  on  the  French 
islands,  where  the  species  is  rare,  and  the  few 
prewous  sightings  were  fleeting  (fide  RE). 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Sora  appeared  27  Dec  at  a city  pond  in  St. 
Johns,  NL  and  attempted  to  overwinter  with  do- 
mestic ducks,  but  it  weakened  and  disappeared 
after  5 Feb  (Alvan  Buckley  et  al).  A Common 
Gallinule  at  Red  Bridge  Pond  in  Dartmouth, 
NS  was  more  fortunate.  “Vogle,”  as  the  bird 
came  to  be  known,  was  discovered  in  mid-Dec 
(.Tuma  Young),  and  despite  repeated  freezing  of 
the  pond,  birders  kept  the  bird  alive  through 
the  season  by  daily  feedings  of  chopped  sal- 
mon, lettuce,  and  bits  of  suet  (while  distracting 
voracious  Mallards  with  corn).  This  made  the 
2nd  provincial  (and  Regional)  winter  record. 
The  number  of  American  Coots  at  Bissett  L.,  NS 
peaked  at  33  by  mid-Dec,  when  the  lake  froze, 
and  the  coots,  as  is  their  wont,  vanished. 

The  temperate  nature  of  this  winter  was  fur- 
ther indicated  by  the  12  species  of  sho rebird 
recorded  in  Nova  Scotia,  including  3 Long- 
billed  Dowitchers  on  Cape  Sable  I.  and  a rare 
Semipalmated  Plover  at  Yarmouth  18  Dec 
(Eric  RufO.  Six  shorebird  species  were  tallied 
in  New  Brunswick,  the  rarest  being  2 Black- 
bellied  Plovers  at  Cormierville  Marsh  1-4  Dec, 
accompanied  by  a White-rumped  Sandpiper  1 
Dec  (Louis-Emile  Connier  et  al).  St.  Pierre  had 
seven  species,  including  up  to  30  Red  Knots  at 
Grand  Barachois  throughout  (Lj)  and  a White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  on  1-2  Dec  (Lj).  Prince 
Edward  Island  had  two  shorebird  species  and 


Newfoundland  eight.  Oddly,  for  the  first  winter 
in  nearly  20  years  there  was  not  a single  Ameri- 
can Woodcock  report  from  Nova  Scotia. 

This  was  not  a memorable  winter  for  rare 
gulls.  Lour  Mew  Gulls  were  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
5 in  Newfoundland;  the  ad.  Yellow-legged  Gull 
present  since  fall  at  St.  John’s,  NL  disappeared 
after  15  Jan;  and  an  ad.  Slaty-backed,  discov- 
ered there  1 Jan,  was  not  seen  after  13  Jan.  Both 
species  usually  winter  there  (BMt  et  al).  Nova 
Scotia’s  2nd  winter  record  of  Great  Skua  was  a 
bird  found  on  the  Louisbourg  C.B.C.  17  Dec 
(Susann  Myers  et  al).  Alcids  were  present  in 
small  numbers  across  the  Region.  A Common 
Murre  found  dead  on  the  highway  at  DeSable 
bridge  9 Dec  (Aaron  MacLellan)  was  a first  in 
winter  for  Prince  Edward  Island. 

OWLS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

The  large  Snowy  Owl  incursion  was  evidently 
mostly  to  the  w.  of  our  Region.  There  were 
few  in  Newfoundland  (5  at  Cape  Race  in  early 
Dec),  while  elsewhere  there  were  a few  each 
in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
though  at  least  1 1 were  noted  in  Nova  Scotia: 
8 from  the  s.  shore,  2 around  Halifax,  and  one 
at  Inverness,  Cape  Breton  Island.  A Northern 
Hawk  Owl  found  by  Greg  Feetham  and  Les 
Holmans  4 Dec  on  Prince  Edward  Island  lin- 
gered for  several  weeks,  the  2nd  provincial 
winter  record  and  12th  overall.  The  2011  au- 
tumn incursion  of  Red-headed  and  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  continued  through  the  winter. 
There  were  2 Red-headeds  each  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  (one  in  New  Brunswick 
wintered),  but  more  notable  was  an  imm.  at 
Tracadie  Cross,  PEI  1 Dec+  (Gloria  & Gary 


Griffin,  m.ob.,  ph.),  just  the  6th  documented 
provincial  occurrence,  the  2nd  in  winter.  The 
extent  of  the  Red-bellied  invasion  was  more 
impressive.  Across  the  mainland  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia and  New  Brunswick,  the  wealth  of  sightings 
was  difficult  to  distill,  but  there  may  have  been 
as  many  as  300  birds  involved,  with  perhaps 
100  going  to  Nova  Scotia.  A further  10  were  on 
Prince  Edward  Island,  with  one  or  2 on  Cape 
Breton  I.,  NS.  The  two  most  distant  outliers 
were  on  the  island  of  Newfoundland,  where 
one  wintered  at  St.  John’s  and  another  attended 
a feeder  near  Gambo  27  Dec-7  Jan  (Eric  But- 
ton). A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  found  19  Dec 
on  the  Black's  Harbour,  NB  C.B.C.  made  the 
first  provincial  winter  record;  3 were  reported 
from  s.  Nova  Scotia,  bringing  the  provincial 
winter  total  to  12. 

Nova  Scotia  had  all  the  winter  flycatcher 
records.  An  Empidonax  flycatcher  was  seen 
and  heard  on  the  Antigonish  C.B.C.  19  Dec 
(KM,  Nicole  MacDonald);  descriptions  of  the 
call  suggested  perhaps  a Least  or  a Dusky. 
There  are  three  previous  Nova  Scotia  records 
of  the  genus  in  winter,  only  one  identified  to 
species  (a  Dusky,  in  Dec  1996).  Single  West- 
ern Kingbirds  were  at  Lower  Sackville,  Hali- 
fax Regional  Municipality  1-17  Dec  (Peter 
Leblanc,  m.ob.)  and  at  West  Arichat,  Isle 
Madame,  Richmond,  NS  2 Dec  (Karen  Roy).  A 
Say’s  Phoebe  was  at  Hantsport/Mt.  Denson  1 
Dec-11  Jan  (Dan  Toews,  m.ob.),  and  another 
was  at  Economy,  Colchester  30  Nov-17  Dec 
(fide  Betty  Spalding). 

A Blue-headed  Vireo  was  at  Wolfville,  NS 
3 Dec  Games  Churchill),  the  8th  provincial 
winter  record.  Newfoundland  and  Labrador’s 
first  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  discovered  in 
autumn  at  St.  Lawrence,  survived  until  4 Dec, 
providing  a first  winter  record.  An  imm.  male 
Mountain  Bluebird  was  photographed  at  False 
Bay,  South  Head,  Cape  Breton  L,  NS  31  Dec 
(Cathy  & Alan  Murrant),  for  a 3rd  provincial 
winter  record  and  10th  record  overall.  A Her- 
mit Thrush  in  St.  Pierre  27  Jan-2  Feb  made 
the  2nd  winter  record  for  the  French  islands; 
the  previous  record  was  13  Dec  1978.  A light 
invasion  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  was  recorded 
across  the  Region,  despite  a good  berry  crop 
(169  were  tallied  on  all  Nova  Scotia  C.B.C.s, 
against  an  average  of  3000),  though  a few  larger 
flocks  (in  the  hundreds)  appeared  in  Feb. 

The  Region  hosted  13  warbler  species  (Table 
1),  a showing  consistent  with  the  weather  and 
not  unprecedented.  An  imm.  male  Cape  May 
Warbler  frequented  a St.  John’s  bird  feeder  1 1 
Dec-16  Jan  until  it  was  discovered  by  a hawk 
(Gene  Herzberg  et  al.),  a 2nd  winter  provincial 
record.  What  might  explain  the  8 Northern 
Parulas  this  season?  Five  widely  scattered  rec- 
ords across  mainland  Nova  Scotia  brought  the 


^ A No  Ivory  Gull  was  reported,  not  even  in  the  remote  environs  of  Newfoundland  and 
J/»Labrador.  Other  northern  gulls  offered  a puzzling  scenario.  Numbers  of  Iceland  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  unusually  high  from  late  Dec  through  Mar.  On  C.B.C.s,  Iceland  Gulls  were 
more  that  twice  as  abundant  as  last  season,  and  Glaucous  Gulls  were  about  50%  higher.  In 
Maine,  Derek  Lovitch  reported  that  numbers  of  both  were  unusually  high  by  mid-February, 
and  up  through  the  end  of  that  month,  hundreds  were  still  being  reported  in  Nova  Scotia. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  unusual  numbers  of  Iceland  Gulls  (including  a significant 
number  of  subspecies  kumlieni,  usually  rare  in  Europe)  were  reported  beginning  in  Jan  from 
Ireland,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Faeroes,  and  the  Netherlands.  The  warden's  blog  from  the 
Fair  Isle  B.O.  indicates  unusually  high  numbers  there  (between  Orkney  and  Shetland)  and 
in  the  Shetland  Islands  in  Jan.  There  were  also  noteworthy  numbers  in  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Germany,  and  France,  and  a few  made  their  way  as  far  s.  as  Spain  and  asfar  e.  as  Poland.  The 
southernmost  kumlieni  was  in  n.  Spain,  and  Belgium  (which  has  only  about  60  km  of  coast- 
line) reported  its  first  and  2nd  (see  Birding  World,  Volume  25). 

Storm  activity  does  not  account  for  the  Atlantic  Canadian  influx;  perhaps  the  extent  of  sea 
ice  or  low  food  supply  brought  these  birds  southward.  That  at  least  some  of  the  birds  were 
starving  is  suggested  by  the  Murrants' observation  of  40  eating  bayberries  on  a headland  at 
Schooner  Pond  29  Jan. These  birds,  including  many  in  Europe,  must  have  mostly  come  from 
the  Canadian  Eastern  Arctic,  judging  by  the  numbers  of  Kumlien's  Gulls  seen  in  Europe. 

(Condensed  from  a contribution  to  Nova  Scotia  Birds  by  Eric  Mills.) 
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all-time  winter  total  to  13,  while  New  Bruns- 
wick had  its  2nd  winter  record,  in  Fredricton 
18-19  Dec  (Bev  Schneider),  Newfoundland 
and  labrador  had  its  3rd  at  St.  Johns  2 Dec 
(fide  Jared  Clarke,  ph.),  and  St.  Pierre  had  its 
first,  an  individual  first  found  27  Nov  in  Mi- 
quelon and  seen  through  at  least  17  Dec.  Nova 
Scotia’s  2nd  vhnter  record  of  Yellow  Warbler 
just  squeaked  into  the  season  at  Wolfville  1 Dec 
(Bernard  Forsythe);  the  previous  winter  record 
was  from  1964.  The  30+  Yellow-breasted  Chats 
tallied  in  Nova  Scotia  include  17  found  on  the 
Halifax/Dartmouth  C.B.C.  18  Dec;  a few  there 
and  in  New  Brunswick  overwintered.  The  chat 
at  St.  John’s,  NL  made  it  to  early  Feb. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  lighter-than-normal  snow  cover  on  the 
mainland,  combined  with  a good  wild  food 
crop,  perhaps  accounted  for  lower  numbers  of 
sparrows  than  normal,  both  regular  and  rare 
species,  on  C.B.C.s  and  thereafter.  In  Nova 
Scotia,  it  was  notable  that  there  were  zero  post- 
C.B.C.  records  of  Chipping,  Field,  Lincoln’s, 
or  White-crowned.  The  Clay-colored  Spar- 
row first  found  27  Nov  on  Miquelon  was  still 
present  14  Dec  (LJ),  providing  a first  local  win- 
ter record.  New  Brunswick’s  3rd  winter  record 
of  Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  found  on  Grand 
Manan  I.  18  Dec  Qint  Wilson  et  al).  At  Sum- 
merside,  PEI,  a Gambel’s  White-crowned  Spar- 
row wintered  (Greg  Feetham,  m.ob.,  ph.),  pro- 
viding the  province  with  its  first  record  of  this 
w.  subspecies.  A Blue  Grosbeak  attending  a St. 
John’s,  NL  feeder  15  Dec-15  Jan  (Pat  Rivers, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  furnished  a first  provincial  winter 
record.  The  top  prize  for  this  winter’s  Regional 
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rarity  stakes  goes  to  an  imm.  male 
Lazuli  Bunting  found  by  Murray 
and  Cindy  Newell  on  the  Cape  Sable 
Island  C.B.C.  17  Dec.  At  the  time  of 
discovery,  they  knew  only  that  it  was 
an  unusual  bird,  but  subsequent  an- 
alysis of  the  photographs  they  took 
showed  it  to  be  a male  in  largely  juv. 
plumage  that  was  very  faded  and  that 
had  not  completed  its  first  preforma- 
tive  molt.  This  makes  the  2nd  prov- 
incial and  Regional  record,  the  first 
confirmed  with  photographs. 

Prince  Edward  Island’s  2nd  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  of  2011  ap- 
peared at  Crapaud  in  early  Dec 
and  lingered  for  about  two  weeks 
(Luann  Molyneaux,  m.ob.),  giving 
the  province  its  3rd  winter  record 
ever.  Baltimore  Orioles  arrived  in 
force  in  late  autumn  and  early  win- 
ter, and  attempted  to  winter,  assisted 
by  backyard  oriole  feeding  stations. 
There  were  nearly  30  on  Nova  Scotia 
C.B.C.s,  and  Susann  Myers  in  Flalifax  shep- 
herded her  flock  of  7 into  Apr  (along  with  a 
Dickcissel  and  2 Brown-headed  Cowbirds), 
and  3 more  survived  the  season  at  Windsor. 
In  Prince  Edward  Island,  this  was  just  the  4th 
winter  in  which  orioles  have  been  observed, 
and  the  first  time  that  Baltimore  Oriole  has 
wintered,  a trio  at  a feeder  in  Summerside 
Qamie  McClean).  Another  made  it  through  at 
a feeder  in  St.  John’s,  NL  (Catherine  Barrett), 
but  one  on  St.  Pierre  through  Dec  was  not 
observed  thereafter.  New  Brunswick  had  few 
Baltimore  Orioles,  but  birders  there  enjoyed 
the  province’s  3rd  winter  record  of  Bullock’s 
Oriole,  a bird  that  patronized  a feeding  station 
in  Hampton  2 Dec-4  Jan  (Harvey  McLeod, 
m.ob.).  Ron  Ridout’s  annual  winter  finch  fore- 
cast for  Ontario  predicted  that  it  would  not  be 
a flight  year,  and  his  prediction  largely  came 
true  for  the  Atlantic  Provinces  as  well.  All 
species  were  reported,  but  in  low  numbers, 
except  for  a sudden  influx  of  Pine  Siskins  in 
Nova  Scotia  in  mid-Feb. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface, 
for  Nova  Scotia  unless  othenvise  noted);  John 
Belbin,  David  Currie,  Ronnie  Dentremont, 
Roger  Etcheberry  (St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon), 
Chris  Field,  Ulli  Hoger,  Laurent  Jackman, 
Bruce  Mactavish  (BMt;  Newfoundland), 
Blake  Maybank  (BMy),  Susann  Myers,  Ken 
McKenna,  Ian  McLaren,  Eric  Mills,  Dwaine 
Oakley,  David  Seeler  (DS,  for  Prince  Edward 
Island),  Jim  Wilson.  1$ 


Hake  Maybank,  144  Bayview  Drive,  White's  Lake, 
Nova  Scotia  B3T 1Z1,  (maybank@ns.sympatico.ca) 


STANDARD  ABBREVIATIONS 
AND  SYMBOLS  USED  IN 
THE  REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

+ 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A.F.8. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C. 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

B.O. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C 

Bird  Records  Committee 

Ci. 

Conservation  Area 

CB.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.R 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C 

Golf  Course 

6.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

I.(ls.) 

is!and(s),  !sle(s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

juv.  (juvs.) 

juvenal  [plumage];  juvenile(s) 

km 

kilometer(s) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

mi!limeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

N.S. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  + initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation(ai)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.R 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  Forest 

S.6.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P, 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 

Sewage  Treatment  Piant/Pond 

subad.  (subads.) 

subadult(s) 

Twp. 

Township 

v.r. 

voice  recording  (by  + initials) 

vt. 

videotape  (by  + initials) 

W.A. 

Wildlife  Area 

W.M.A. 

Wildlife  Management  Area 

W.T.P. 

(Waste)  water  Treatment  Plant/Pond 

Italics  indicate  name  of  county,  parish,  or  municipality. 


VOLUME  66  (2012)  • NUMBER  2 


239 


Quebec 


Ungava 

Peninsula 

# Inutquak 

« 

Kuujjuaq 

Hudson 

Bay 


Caniapiscau  » 

• Radisson 


Pierre  Bannon 
Olivier  Barden 
Mormand  David 
Samuel  Denault 


Most  of  Quebec  experienced  a very 
peculiar  winter,  with  very  little  snow 
and  temperatures  2-4°  C above  nor- 
mal. The  Montreal  region  was  the  only  locality 
hit  by  heavy  rains  in  December,  but  the  rest  of 
the  season  was  generally  dry.  The  only  severe 
weather  event  of  the  season  was  the  freezing 
rain  that  ravaged  the  Magdalen  Islands  11-12 
February.  The  mild  weather  encouraged  several 
migrants  to  linger  very  late,  and  some  overwin- 
tered successfully.  Most  remarkable  were  a few 
shorebirds  that  lingered  well  into  January. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

About  15  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
reported  in  Dec,  definitely  an  above-average 
total  for  the  month.  As  noted  in  the  fall  report, 
the  wild-type  Graylag  Goose  present  at  Saint- 
Mathias  14-20  Nov  was  relocated  at  Saint- 
Jean-sur-Richelieu  3-8  Dec  (SM  et  al).  Snow 
Geese  were  still  abundant  in  Dec,  e.g.,  8000  at 
Saint-Anselme  9 Dec  (RG).  A rare  blue-morph 
Ross’s  Goose  was  spotted  at  Victoriaville  7 Dec 
(DG).  The  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  discovered  at 
Tadoussac  last  fall  unexpectedly  overwintered,  a 
first  for  the  Region  (RP).  A Blue-wanged  Teal  at 
Grosse-Ile,  Magdalen  Is.  4 Dec  was  late  (S.  Cyr). 
Groups  of  120  and  105  Northern  Shovelers  at 
Masson  (E.  Prud’Homme)  and  Terrebonne  (L. 
Dumont,  AH),  respectively,  4 Dec  represented 
high  counts  for  this  time  of  year.  Although 
present  most  winters  in  the  Montreal  area,  Nor- 
thern Pintails  appeared  more  widespread  this 
year,  e.g.,  3 at  Lac  Megantic  29  Jan  (C.  Poulin, 
M.  Turcotte),  one  at  Baie-Comeau  12  Feb  QP 
Barry),  and  one  at  Quebec  City  17  Feb  (L.  Vezi- 
na).  Wintering  Green- winged  Teal  included  one 


at  Riviere-du-Loup  12-30  Jan  (MB),  one  at  lie 
Pariseau,  Laval  20  Feb  (L.  Simard,  J.  May),  and 
one  that  successfully  overwintered  at  Becan- 
cour  (RBa).  A male  Canvasback  at  Les  Escou- 
mins  26  Jan  was  not  only  out  of  range  but  also 
very  late  QGB).  Ring-necked  Ducks  appeared 
more  common  this  winter,  as  evidenced  by  4 
at  Sainte-Catherine  25  Jan-15  Feb  (PB,  RBel), 
one  at  lie  Perrot  28-29  Jan  (Julie  Tremblay),  and 

3 at  Victoriaville  28  Jan  (CR).  The  same  was 
true  for  Lesser  Scaup,  with  9 at  He  Perrot  11 
Jan  (M.  Chalifoux)  and  up  to  4 at  North  Hatley 
11  Jan-11  Feb  (E.  Tremblay).  A high  count  of 
100  Harlequin  Ducks  at  Port-Daniel  4 Feb  was 
surprising  QR-  Lepage).  All  three  scoters  species 
were  seen  in  midwinter:  a Surf  Scoter  at  Cabano 

4 Jan  (MB)  and  a White -winged  Scoter  and  a 
Black  Scoter  at  Pointe-au-Pere  on  10  Jan  and  18 
Feb,  respectively  (A.  Anctil,  H.  Johansen). 

A covey  of  14  Gray  Partridges  at  Saint-Eloi  8 
Jan  was  outside  the  species’  expected  range  (P. 
Fradette).  An  ad.  Pacific  Loon  was  a nice  find  at 
Kamouraska  1 Dec  (D.  McCutcheon,  P.  Otis,  A. 
Rasmussen).  At  least  16  Common  Loons  were 
reported  in  Jan-Feb,  a record  number  for  the 
period.  Eleven  Red-necked  Grebes  were  still 
present  at  I’Anse-aux-Gascons  8 Jan  (AC). 

TUBEHOSES  THROUGH  D0¥ES 

A vagrant  Northern  Fulmar  was  well  stu- 
died resting  and  flying  at  Georgeville  on  L. 
Memphremagog  24  Dec  (BT).  As  expected. 
Great  Blue  Herons  were  regularly  reported  in 
Dec,  but  6 were  noteworthy  later  in  the  winter, 
including  one  at  Lac-Saint-Paul  7 Feb  (MAM) 
and  2 that  successfully  overwintered  at  Becan- 
cour  (RBa).  Late  Black-crowned  Night-Herons 
included  3 at  He  Sainte-Helene,  Montreal  2-16 
Dec  (SM,  L.  D’Amours)  and  one  at  Laval  3 Dec 
QC.  Charbonneau). 

One  of  the  most  unexpected  events  of  the 
season  was  the  appearance  of  2 Black  Vul- 
tures about  100  km  apart:  one  at  Saint-Louis- 
du-Ha!Ha!  10-25  Dec  (RD)  and  one  at  La 
Pocatiere  22  Dec-3  Jan  (B.  Desmeules,  m.ob.). 
Wintering  Turkey  Vultures  included  singles  at 
Sherbrooke  24  Jan  (J.  Vincent,  S.  Legendre) 
and  Granby  6 (J.  Gosselin)  & 22  Feb  (D.  Tres- 
cak).  A high  count  of  59  Bald  Eagles  was  made 
at  Restigouche  2 Dec  (C.  Pitre).  At  least  1 1 Red- 
shouldered Hawks  were  reported  in  the  Region, 
a record  number  for  winter.  As  expected,  a few 
Golden  Eagles  wintered,  but  one  at  Val  d’Or  21 
Dec  represented  a rare  sighting  for  Abitibi  (R. 
Ladurantaye).  The  total  number  of  Gyrfalcons 
was  about  15,  a good  year  for  the  species. 

A group  of  13  American  Coots  lingered  at 
Maple  Grove  until  13  Dec  (SD,  GE).  Also  late 
were  7 Sandhill  Cranes  at  Dundee  4 Dec  (DC). 
A Black-bellied  Plover  was  notably  late  at  Bic  1 
Dec  (L.  Jolicoeur),  while  a Ruddy  Turnstone  at 


Matane  11  Dec  provided  a new  Regional  late 
date  (H.  Deglaire).  Incredibly  late  shorebirds 
in  the  Magdalen  Is.  included  2 Red  Knots  at 
Fatima  14-23  Jan,  a record-late  date  by  over 
six  weeks  (ph.  RS,  AR),  and  3 Sanderlings  also 
at  Fatima  14-25  Jan,  record  late  by  almost  a 
month  (ph.  RS,  AR);  another  Sanderling  was 
spotted  at  Godbout  3 Dec  (D.  Dorais  et  al). 
A Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Riviere-du-Loup  4 
Dec  was  also  record  late  (RD). 

About  350  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were 
still  present  at  Les  Bergeronnes  2-4  Jan  (RP). 
A Black-headed  Gull  stopped  at  Becancour  17 
Dec  (C.  Mailloux),  while  14  were  at  Fatima  14 
Jan  and  12  on  22  Jan  (RS).  A Laughing  Gull 
at  Saint-Fulgence  14  Dec  (C.  Cormier,  M. 
Tremblay)  was  a notable  Regional  event  and  a 
first  winter  record  for  the  Lac-Saint-Jean  area. 
Equally  unusual  was  a first-cycle  Franklin’s 
Gull  that  lingered  at  Victoriaville  17-23  Dec, 
a new  Regional  late  date  (CR,  DG).  Wintering 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  included  one  at 
Cabano  5 Jan  (MB),  one  at  Terrebonne  4 Feb 
(SD),  2 at  Sainte-Catherine  18  Feb  (DO),  and 
one  at  Chambly  23  Feb  (RBel).  A late  Common 
Tern  visited  the  Magdalen  Is.  1 Dec  (AR).  About 
550  Dovekies  were  noted  at  Cap  d’Espoir  10 
Dec  (AC).  Single  Thick-billed  Murres  were 
identified  at  Anse-aux-Gascons  8 Jan  (AC)  and 
at  Gros-Cap,  Magdalen  Is.  19  Jan  (Claude  Roy). 
An  imm.  Atlantic  Puffin  was  found  alive  on  a 
Montreal  street  15  Dec,  a very  rainy  day.  The 
bird  was  kept  in  a bath  tub  and  fed  fish  for  a 
few  days  and  later  shipped  to  Newfoundland, 
where  it  was  released  in  the  Atlantic  (Montreal 
Gazette,  ph.). 

From  8 individuals  noted  in  Dec,  the  num- 
ber of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  present  at 
Sainte-Brigide-d’Iberville  dwindled  to  4 in  Feb 
(m.ob.).  One  was  hit  by  a car  around  5 Feb  (fide 
M.  Gosselin).  The  bird  reported  at  Sainte-Feli- 
cite  last  fall  survived  the  vAnter  QD). 

OWLS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A pair  of  Eastern  Screech-Owls  was  slightly 
n.  of  the  species’  known  range  at  Wakefield, 
Outaouais  31  Dec-r  (C.  Savignac)  Though  de- 
cidedly not  present  in  epic  numbers  as  was  the 
case  in  certain  states  s.  of  the  border,  Snowy 
Owls  staged  their  strongest  irruption  in  several 
years.  Northern  Hawk  Owl  was  the  only  one  of 
the  irmptive  three  bohemians  to  show  a weak 
southward  incursion,  and  the  only  Great  Gray 
Owl  to  be  found  outside  of  its  range  this  win- 
ter was  relatively  far-flung  bird  at  Saint-Andre 
de  Restigouche.  Gaspesie  11  Jan  (E  D’Amours). 
A total  of  5 Belted  Kingfishers  was  reported 
in  Jan,  including  one  that  successfully  win- 
tered at  Becancour  (RBa).  Seldom  reported 
deep  into  the  -winter,  single  imm.  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  delighted  many  at  Saint-Leon-Le 
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Smt-lm-ieStmim,Chmdike-Appalaches* 

1 Dec-1  Jan 

5 

RG 

Oka  UR.Lmrentides 

3 Dec 

6 

S.Vanier 

Lml 

11  Dec-1  Jan 

4 

G.  Lachaine,  E.  Presseau 

Chaudite-Appalsches* 

17  Dec 

8 

M.  Labrie 

Cap  Tourmente,  Capitak-Natimale 

18-21  Dec 

~10 

J.  Moreau;  R.  Lepage 

Les  Escoumins,  Cote-Nord^ 

mid-Dec 

1 

JGB 

Gatineau,  Outmmis 

18  Dec 

2 

MDT 

Sainte-Marthe,  Monteregie 

26  Dec 

3 

C.  Prevost,  A.  Brazeau 

Valleyfield,  Mofifere^ie 

29  Dec 

1 

R.  Fortin 

Les  Bergeronnes,  Cote-Nord^ 

31  Dec 

2 

SD,0B 

Aylmer,  Outmmis 

1 Jan 

1 

R.  Dubois,  D.  Dallaire 

ile  imd,  Montreal 

7 Jan 

5 

Julie  Tremblay 

Saint-Louis-cie-Gonzague,iMo/?fere5/e 

26  Jan 

1 

LLem,J.  Brodeur 

Omiee,  Monteregie 

18  Feb 

5 

P.  Laniel 

Grand  9 Feb-4  Mar  (Y.  Dugre, 

M.  Bourassa,  J.  Gelinas,  m.ob.) 
and  at  l^c-Simon  20  Feb-2 
Mar  0-  Martel,  G.  Desjar- 
dins). A total  of  19  Red-bellied 
Woopeckers  was  reported 
throughout  s.  and  e.  Quebec. 

A tough  Northern  Flicker  was 
at  Sept-iles  as  late  as  10  Jan  (R. 

Touzel). 

Several  Winter  Wrens  were 
reported,  and  one  successfully 
wintered  again  at  ile  des  Soeurs 
(PB).  A late  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  was  at  Sainte-Cathe- 
rine  4-17  Dec  (PB).  Eastern 
Bluebirds  have  been  reported 
in  winter  vAth  increasing  reg- 
ularity in  the  past  few  years. 

However,  this  winter  was 
marked  by  an  unprecedented 
number  of  birds  attempting  to 
overwinter  (Table  1). 

Another  great  "winter  for 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  material- 
ized, with  a total  of  7 birds  reported  through- 
out the  province:  at  Mount  Royal  29  Nov-14 
Dec  (m.ob.),  Amqui  1 Dec  (0.  Roussel,  D.  Par- 
ent), Les  Bergeronnes  3 Dec  (ph.  RP),  Notre- 
Dame-du-Lac  10  Dec  QRD),  Jonquiere  18  Dec 
(fide  E.  Wilmot),  Chandler  5 Jan  (AC,  YC), 
and  Charlesbourg  13  Feb-11  Mar  (J.  Bouliane, 
A.  Potvin,  m.ob.).  An  abnormally  high  total 
of  10  Hermit  Thrushes  was  reported,  the  lat- 
est of  which  was  at  Mt.  Saint-Bruno  17  Feb  (E 
St-Onge,  C.  Arsenault).  American  Robins  were 
widespread  and  abundant  throughout  most  in- 
habited regions  of  Quebec  for  most  of  the  win- 
ter. with  a notable  influx  of  southbound  birds 
in  jan.  It  was  an  excellent  winter  for  Varied 
Thrashes,  with  singles  at  Jonquiere  11-30  Dec 
(M.  Bonneau,Jicle  GS),  Sainte -Brigitte -de-Laval 
23  Jan-8  Feb  (M.  Morin,  A.  Pineau,  fide  GC), 
Saint-Laurent-d’Qrleans  29-31  Jan  (AC.  Pilote, 
fide  OB),  and  Stanbridge-Station  early  Feb-12 
Mar  (M.  &J.  Normandeau,  ph.  LLem). 

MIMIDSTIROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  Gray  Catbirds  were  at  Laval  28  Dec-7 
Jan  (M.  Boisvert)  and  at  Aylmer  16  Nov-14 
Feb  Q.  Carbonneau  et  al).  At  least  10  North- 
ern Mockingbirds  were  reported  in  s.  Quebec, 
well  above  the  average  of  a handful  per  winter. 
Brown  Thrashers  were  reported  at  Saint-Fel- 
icien  8 Dec-11  Feb  (S.  Dion  et  al.)  and  Pointe-^ 
des-Prairies,  Montreal  18  Dec  (D.  Paquette,' 
DO);  singles  at  Macamic  2 Dec+  and  Authier- 
Nord  20  Nov+  survived  the  harsh  winter  of 
Abitibi  into  Apr  (fide  R.  Plante,  J.  Gagnon).  A 
late  American  Pipit  at  Saint-Joseph-de-Beauce 
3 Dec  (M.  Therrien)  was  a winter  first  for  that 


region.  Up  to  10  Yellow-ramped  Warblers  were 
reported,  including  3 at  Fatima  26  Dec  (Claude 
Roy),  one  that  successfully  wintered  at  Saint- 
Gabriel-Lalemant  29  Jan+  QRD),  and  one  at 
Sherbrooke  26  Feb-7  Mar  (fide  BT).  The  win- 
ter’s lone  Pine  Warbler  was  at  lie  Notre-Dame, 
Montreal  1-17  Dec  (SD). 

Eastern  Towhees  wintered  at  Quebec  City 
(fide  GC),  Saint-Felicien  (fide  Jean  Tremblay), 
and  Restigouche-Sud  (A.  Lavoie  et  al),  while 
2 were  seen  into  Jan  and  3 exclusively  in  Dec. 
Of  the  5 Chipping  Sparrows  reported  this  win- 
ter, one  netted  and  banded  at  the  McGill  B.O. 
at  Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue  23  Feb  (S.  Duval, 
G.  Graner)  was  most  surprising.  Exceptional 
in  winter  in  the  Region,  a Clay-colored  Spar- 
row was  at  Saint-Hyacinthe  14  Dec-14  Jan  (E 
Frappier,  m.ob.).  A Field  Sparrow  appeared  at 
Saint-Paul-de-Joliette  20-21  Jan  (R.  Piche).  Two 
Vesper  Sparrows  were  found  on  the  Quebec 
side  of  the  Ottawa-Gatineau  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide 
DT).  Four  Savannah  Sparrows  were  reported, 
the  latest  at  Boucherville  29  Jan-8  Feb  (N. 
Bergeron,  R.  Chasse).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  ac- 
companied a Swamp  Sparrow  at  Rosemere  24 
Dec  (A.  Robert,  C.  Sauvageau  et  al).  A long- 
staying  Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Mont  Saint-Gregoire 
9 Jan+  (M.  Forget,  G.  Dubois,  m.ob.)  provided 
a first  mid-winter  record  since  2004-2005.  At 
least  8 White-crowned  Sparrows  were  reported 
throughout  the  winter,  of  which  singles  at  Saint- 
Basile-le-Grand  10  Dec  (SD),  Bridgeville  1-23 
Jan  (AC,  YC),  and  Sainte-Justine-de-Newton  22 
Jan-20  Feb  (DC)  were  identified  as  belonging 
to  the  gambelii  subspecies.  A “Cassiar”  or  pos- 
sibly Oregon-type  Dark-eyed  Junco  was  nicely 


photographed  at  Joliette  17  Jan 
(M.  Amyot). 

The  2 female  Dickcissels  re- 
ported in  Nov  at  Sainte-Felicite 
remained  there  until  13  Dec 
QD).  An  Eastern  Meadow- 
lark was  out  of  place  at  Pointe 
Saint-Pierre,  Gaspesie  12  Dec 
(PP,  G.  Roy).  A Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  frequented  feeders  at 
New  Richmond  17  Dec-early 
Jan  (B.  Dube,  B.  Arsenault, 
m.ob.).  Rusty  Blackbirds  were 
reported  widely,  with  notable 
groups  of  6 at  Hemmingford 
7 Jan  (E.  Samson,  A.  Lacasse), 
10  at  LEpiphanie  21  Jan  (fide  Y. 
Gauthier),  and  7 at  Valleyfield 
29  Feb  (AH).  A Baltimore  Ori- 
ole attempted  to  spend  the  win- 
ter at  Les  Escoumins  13  Dec-17 
Jan  (JGB),  while  others  were 
seen  briefly  at  Les  Bergeronnes 
3 Dec  (RP)  and  Grande-Rivite 
9 Dec  (D.  Mercier). 

Winter  finches  were  enjoyed  in  great  num- 
bers the  Laurentian  Mts.  but  were  difficult  to 
come  by  in  the  St.  Lawrence  plains.  Quite  re- 
markable was  an  estimate  of  1000  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, 1000  White-winged  Crossbills,  2000 
Common  Redpolls,  and  1000  Pine  Siskins 
along  a 110-km  stretch  of  road  to  Parent  22 
Feb  (MAM  et  al). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Pierre  Bannon  (Montreal),  Robert  Barbeau, 
Olivier  Barden,  Jean-Guy  Beaulieu,  Marco 
Beaulieu,  Raymond  Belhumeur,  Monique 
Berlinguette  (Haute-Yamaska),  Denis  Collins, 
Albini  Couture,  Gerard  Cyr,  Yvette  Cyr,  Samuel 
Denault,  Jacques  Deschenes,  Rejean  Deschenes, 
Daniel  Gagne,  Robin  Gingras,  Alain  Hogues, 
Louise  Lefebvre  (Lower-St.  Lawrence),  Lucien 
Lemay  Sylvain  Mathieu,  Marc-Andre  Montpe- 
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According  to  climatologists,  mild  No- 
vembers in  New  England  tend  to  be 
followed  by  mild  winters, 
and  2011-2012  followed  this  pat- 
tern in  spades.  The  Region  averaged 
3°  C above  the  long-term  average  in 
December,  and  this  trend  continued 
essentially  unabated  straight  through 
the  rest  of  the  ivinter.  In  all  states 
save  Maine,  it  was  the  second  warm- 
est winter  in  117  years,  only  beaten 
by  2001-2002.  Precipitation  averaged 
near  80%  of  normal  for  the  season  as  a 
whole,  marked  by  near-normal  levels 
at  the  start  and  rankings  near  the  bot- 
tom (30-40%  of  normal)  by  February. 

And  because  it  was  so  warm,  much  of 
the  precipitation  that  did  fall  came  as 
rain.  Snow  was  largely  limited  to  the 
northernmost  and  highest  areas,  and 
when  it  fell  in  the  south,  it  rarely  per- 
sisted for  long.  There  were  no  major 
coastal  storms  during  the  season. 

As  presumably  befits  such  a mild 
winter,  half-hardy  species  were  every- 
where, albeit  concentrated  as  usual  in 
coastal  areas  or  at  feeders.  Space  pre- 
cludes treating  these  in  much  detail, 
but  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Winter 
Wren,  Hermit  Thrush,  and  Chipping 
Sparrow  were  all  more  widespread 
than  usual,  especially  in  northern  New 
England,  while  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
sucker  and  Eastern  Towhee  were  pres- 
ent in  more  typical  numbers.  Twenty- 
one  species  of  warblers  were  reported, 
with  multiple  records  of  such  unex- 
pected species  as  Cape  May,  Prairie, 
Northern  Parula,  and  Northern  Wa- 
terthrush.  And  while  New  England 
has  come  to  expect  a few  warblers  at 


least  through  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  peri- 
od, a significant  number  of  these  individuals 
persisted  well  into  February.  In  the  light  of  all 
this  action,  more  standard  half-hardy  warbler 
fare  such  as  Yellow-breasted  Chat  and  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler  might  seem  uneventful,  were 
it  not  for  the  sheer  number  of  records.  Water- 
fowl  benefitted  from  extensive  open  water  by 
wintering  well  north  of  their  usual  haunts,  or 
in  larger  numbers  to  the  south. 

Add  to  this  mix  some  holdovers  from  the 
fall’s  western  influx,  and  the  Region’s  thick- 
ets were  always  full  of  surprises.  At  least  four 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers,  certainly  the  star 
vagrant  species  of  the  fall,  made  it  into  De- 
cember, and  Massachusetts’s  Cassin’s  King- 
bird lasted  through  14  January.  Also  in  the 
Bay  State,  a Townsend’s  Warbler  and  a Imzuli 
Bunting  each  found  a helpful  feeder,  as  did  a 
Rufous  Hummingbird  in  Vermont.  Multiple 
Painted  Buntings  and  Western  Tanagers  sim- 
ply made  the  whole  picture  that  much  more 


Providing  one  of  an  increasing  tally  of  New  England  winter  records,  this  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  photographed  at  Portland,  Maine  on  S Janoary  2012.  Phetogmph  by  Derek  Imitch. 


One  of  two  Pink-footed  Geese  in  Connecticut  in  winter  201 1 -201 2,  this  individual  was 
at  Windsor  S January  through  the  rest  of  the  winter  season  (here  29  February). 
Photograph  byMim  Hough. 


colorful.  Of  course,  this  being  New  England, 
there  were  also  rare  geese:  three  Barnacle,  four 
Pink-footed,  and  at  least  23  Cackling.  Flights 
of  northern  finches  generally  failed  to  material- 
ize, perhaps  because  food  was  still  abundant 
in  portions  of  Canada.  Pine  Siskins  were  wide- 
spread, but  even  they  didn’t  make  it  south  of 
the  mountains  in  large  numbers. 

Abbreviations  and  locations:  Beavertail  S.E 
(Newport,  RI),  Block  I.  (Washington,  RI),  East- 
ham  (Barnstable,  MA),  First  Encounter  (First 
Encounter  Beach,  Eastham,  Barnstable,  MA), 
Gloucester  (Essex,  MA),  RI.  (Plum  1.,  Essex, 
MA),  P’town  (Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA), 
Rockport  (Essex,  MA),  Stratford  (Fairfield,  CT), 
Wellfleet  (Barnstable,  MA). 

WATERFOWL 

Pink-footed  Goose  is  quickly  becoming  an  ex- 
pected vagrant  in  New  England.  This  winter, 
one  was  at  Saugus  and  Lynn,  Essex,  MA  11-14 
Dec  (P.  Peterson,  m.ob.,  ph.).  A dif- 
ferent bird  (based  on  bill  pattern) 
appeared  at  Rutland,  Worchester, 
MA  17  Dec  (K.  Bourinot).  Con- 
necticut hosted  one  near  Somers- 
ville/Windsor,  Tolland/Hartford  5 
Jan+  (M.  O’Leary,  m.ob.,  ph.)  and 
another  at  Middlefield,  Middlesex 
25-27  Feb  (M.  Barriger,  m.ob., 
ph.).  The  Connecticut  birds  were 
clearly  different  individuals,  but 
more  comparison  of  photographs 
would  be  needed  to  determine  if 
there  was  any  duplication  between 
them  and  the  Massachusetts  geese. 
Fewer  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  reported  this  winter  than  last 
winter,  with  only  12-14  tallied, 
among  them  1-2  in  Vermont.  Sin- 
gle Barnacle  Geese  were  at  West 
Newbury,  Essex,  MA,  a continuing 
bird  last  reported  3 Jan  (m.ob.); 
at  Hartford,  CT  10  Dec-mid-Feb 
(B.  Kleinman,  m.ob.);  and  at  Rol- 
linsford,  Strafford,  NH  14  Dec  (JL, 
ph.),.a  bird  that  wandered  back 
and  forth  across  the  border  into 
York,  ME  through  13  Jan  (m.ob.). 
Cackling  Geese  continue  to  pres- 
ent identification  challenges  to  the 
Region’s  birders,  and  this  season 
23  were  reported.  Perhaps  because 
of  open  water  and  minimal  snow 
cover,  the  majority  were  in  the  w. 
portion  of  the  Region,  including 
10  in  Connecticut,  1-2  in  w.  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  5-6  in  Vermont. 
A pair  of  Trumpeter  Swans  at  Ko- 
nold’s  Pond,  New  Haven,  CT  5 Feb-r 
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(M.  Warner,  m.ob.)  will  obviously  raise 
the  question  of  provenance.  Up  to  5 
Tundra  Swans  were  at  a traditional  lo- 
cation in  Coventry,  Kent,  RI,  while  one 
at  Dover,  Norfolk,  MA  25  Dec-14  Jan 
(M.  Sauter,  m.ob.)  was  less  expected  for 
the  Bay  State. 

Among  the  dabbling  ducks  found  in 
numbers  well  to  the  n.  or  inland  this 
season  were  over  40  Gadwall  (12  in  w. 
Massachusetts,  13  in  Maine,  3 in  New 
Hampshire,  and  16  in  Vermont)  and 
170  Green-winged  Teal  (21,  136,  19, 
and  4-5  in  these  states).  The  exception- 
ally high  total  of  136  Green-wingeds 
for  Maine  is  the  result  of  a single  flock 
of  113  at  the  Sanford  S.T.R,  York  1 
Dec  (DHi).  And  while  these  species 
declined  after  Dec,  many  birds  were 
still  being  seen  well  into  Feb  at  some 
locations.  The  only  Eurasian  Teal  of  the 
season  was  on  Cape  Cod  8-19  Jan  (MJl, 

m. ob.).  Dabblers  more  limited  to  the  s. 
coastal  areas  included  17  Blue-winged 
Teal  (all  in  Massachusetts)  and  mind- 
boggling  numbers  of  Northern  Shov- 
elers  (26  in  Connecticut,  8 in  Rhode 
Island,  and  over  50  in  Massachusetts), 
with  only  4 shovelers  total  in  the  three 

n.  states.  Extensive  open  water  allowed 
diving  ducks  to  show  up  in  all  sorts  of 
unexpected  places,  with  Redheads  in 
the  Connecticut  Valley  in  Windsor,  VT 
on  various  dates  in  Feb,  in  Litchfield, 

CT  16  Jan  (B.  Devine),  and  in  Aroos- 
took, ME  9 Dec  (DHi).  The  Mackenzie 
Res.,  Wallingford,  New  Haven,  CT  host- 
ed up  to  640  Ring-necked  Ducks  mid- 
Jan-early  Feb.  The  seasons  only  Tufted 
Duck  frequented  the  Manchester  Res., 

Bristol,  MA  mid-Dec-mid-Jan  and  was 
then  re-discovered  at  nearly  L.  Hi- 
awatha for  the  2nd  half  of  Feb  (m.ob., 
ph.).  The  mixed  flock  of  scaup  that 
has  become  something  of  a feature  on 
L.  Champlain  in  recent  winters  maxed 
out  at  over  4000  (3;1  Lesser;Greater) 

28  Feb.  Consistent  open  water  on 
Champlain  also  allowed  a handful  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks  and  all  three  scoter 
species  to  persist  there  into  Jan  at  least. 
Connecticut’s  token  Harlequin  Duck  was  a 
male  at  multiple  locations  in  Fairfield  9-21  Dec 
0-  Purcell,  m.ob.).  After  a good  fall  for  Ruddy 
Ducks,  significant  numbers  lingered  into  mid- 
Dec  in  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  with  the 
high  count  in  the  latter  state  of  327  at  Sebasti- 
cook  L.,  Penobscot  12  Dec  (DHi). 

LOONS  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Like  Cackling  Goose,  Pacific  Loon  is  a tricky 


A juvenile  Pacific  Loon  with  a deformed  bill  was  found  off  Hampton,  New  Hampshire  14  Janu- 
ary 2012;  it  was  not  observed  subsequently.  Photograph  byLen  Medlock. 


This  immature  Purple  Gallinule  walked  the  streets  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts  on 
31  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Bill  O'Connor. 


Furnishing  one  of  only  a handful  of  winter  records  for  Vermont,  this  Purple  Sandpiper  graced 
the  shoreline  of  Lake  Champlain  at  Panton  8 December  201 1 . Photograph  by  Eric  Hynes. 


species  in  New  England,  and  available  evi- 
dence suggests  it  is  over-reported.  That  said, 
there  were  conservatively  5-6  in  the  Region 
this  winter:  Block  1.  (m.ob.,  fide  RE),  Nan- 
tucket (V  Laux,  JT),  Hampton,  NH  14  Jan 
(GT,  m.ob.,  ph.),  Portland,  ME  26  Feb  (P 
Moynahan),  and  2 on  Cape  Cod  (P’town  and 
Chatham;  MJI).  Two  Red-throated  Loons  on 
L.  Champlain  at  Charlotte,  Addison  18-24  Feb 
(TM,  J.  Mead)  set  a new  late  date  for  Vermont. 


As  with  diving  ducks.  Horned 
and  Red-necked  Grebes  appeared 
in  numbers  inland.  A remarkable 
61  Red-neckeds  were  on  L.  Win- 
nipesaukee,  Carroll,  NH  19  Dec 
(1.  MacLeod),  and  an  outstanding 
373  were  on  L.  Champlain  18  Feb 
(TM,  m.ob.).  The  season’s  only 
Western  Grebe  was  a one-day 
wonder  at  Beavertail  S.P.  18  Feb 
(C.  Loscalzo). 

Each  winter,  it  seems  the  shear- 
waters linger  a little  later  and  in 
larger  numbers.  Our  expected 
winter  tubenose.  Northern  Ful- 
mar, is  still  a good  find  from  land, 
and  the  now-regular  surveys  for 
Northern  Right  Whales  in  the  Gulf 
of  Maine  had  multiple  counts  of 
over  100  this  season  (M.  Good, 
CV).  A small  coastal  storm  on  8 
Dec  brought  3 Great  Shearwaters 
and  1 1 Cory’s  Shearwaters  close 
to  shore  at  First  Encounter  (BN), 
with  the  latter  representing  only 
the  3rd  or  4th  winter  record  for 
the  Region.  Other  noteworthy  re- 
cords of  Great  Shearwater  include 
the  northernmost  (and  high  count 
of  12)  on  Jeffries  Ledge  11  Dec  (E. 
Masterson,  GT  et  al.)  and  latest 
at  First  Encounter  26  Dec  (E  At- 
wood). Wrapping  up  the  shearwa- 
ter list  were  1-6  Manx  Shearwaters 
seen  off  Chatham,  MA  10-26  Dec 
(MJL  JT)  and  a single  Sooty  Shear- 
water on  the  Cape  Cod  C.B.C.  18 
Dec.  But  Dec  shearwaters  pale  in 
comparison  to  the  Brown  Booby 
that  lingered  from  the  fall  through 
20  Dec  at  P’town  (D.  & B.  Fox, 
m.ob.),  providing  the  first  winter 
record  for  the  state  and  Region. 
The  se.  corner  of  the  Region  had 
exceptional  concentrations  of  Nor- 
thern Gannet.  Off  Chatham,  MA, 
the  peak  count  was  3500  on  4 
Dec  (T.  Spahr).  In  Jan,  the  action 
shifted  to  Rhode  Island,  where  up 
to  2000  followed  fishing  trawlers 
into  the  mouth  of  Narragansett 
Bay.  Numbers  of  gannets  were  also  higher  than 
usual  n.  of  Cape  Cod  for  much  of  the  winter,  as 
evidenced  by  at  least  97  along  the  New  Hamp- 
shire coast  15  Dec  (SM).  As  one  might  expect 
for  this  mild  winter,  a few  Double-crested  Cor- 
morants lingered  into  Jan  in  Vermont  and  New 
Hampshire,  but  there  were  almost  no  inland 
reports  of  Great  Cormorant. 

Least  Bittern  is  clearly  unexpected  in  Mas- 
sachusetts in  winter;  one  was  in  a Newton, 
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Maine's  first  record  of  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  provided  this  third-cycle  bird  at  Augusta  10-13  (here  Thick-billed  Murres  are  still  relatively  plentiful  off  northern  New  England  (here  off  Ogun- 

11)  January  2012,  found  by  Louis  Bevier.  Based  on  study  of  photographs,  this  same  bird  visited  ^4  January  2012),  their  numbers  are  being  eclipsed  by  Common  Murres  in  southern 

Gloucester,  Massachusetts  21  January  201 2.  Photograph  by  Luke  Seitz.  England  waters  (and  farther  south)  in  recent  winters.  Photograph  by  Jeannette  Lovitch. 


One  of  two  Wood  Thrushes  in  New  England  in  201 1 -201 2,  this  one  was  found  in  Lexington,  Mas- 
sachusetts on  22  January.  The  other  bird,  also  only  seen  once,  was  In  Connecticut  in 
mid-December.  Photograph  by  Jason  Forbes. 


This  Northern  Hawk  Owl  at  West  Palmyra,  Maine  from  5 December  201 1 through  the  season  (here 
3 January  2012)  was  one  of  few  of  the  northern  owls,  aside  from  Snowy,  recorded  in  New  England 
this  winter.  Photograph  by  Jeannette  Lovitch. 


Middlesex  parking  lot  5 Jan  (R  McFarland, 
ph.),  providing  the  state’s  4th  winter  record. 
A handful  of  Great  Egrets  linger  into  Dec  in  s. 
New  England  in  most  years,  but  there  are  few 
records  of  overwintering  birds.  This  season 
at  least  3 — of  over  70  for  the  season — were 
still  present  at  the  end  of  Eeb,  singles  in  the  s. 
three  states.  The  high  count  of  21  came  from 
Higgs  Marsh,  Newport,  RI  17  Dec  (T.  Auer  et 
ah,  ph.).  The  same  three  states  also  hosted 


Snowy  Egrets:  New 
London,  CT  through 
12  Dec;  Newport,  Rl 
17  Jan;  Nantucket 
through  8 Jan;  and 
Bristol,  MA  through 
19  Jan.  An  imm.  Lit- 
tle Blue  Heron  was 
at  Stratford  1 Dec-12 
Jan  (m.ob.),  while  a 
Cattle  Egret  from  the 
fall  season  remained 
at  Jamestown,  Newport,  Rl  through  2 Jan  (R. 
Larsen).  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  seemed 
more  common  than  during  most  winters,  and 
records  included  one  as  far  n.  as  Biddeford, 
York,  ME  1 Dec  Q.  Stevens).  The  latter,  plus 
another  at  York  19  Feb  (DL),  may  represent 
the  first  winter  records  for  Maine.  A single 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  at  Stratford  1 
Jan  (D.  Jernigan)  was  likely  one  of  the  2 first 
reported  there  6 Dec. 


Two  Black  Vultures  were  seen  n.  of  the  spe- 
cies’ usual  haunts  in  extreme  s.  New  England. 
The  first  was  over  Portsmouth,  Rockingham, 
NH  7 Feb  0-  Knapp),  and  the  next  appeared 
over  Falmouth,  Cumberland,  ME  10  Feb  (C. 
Hynes).  Both  were  reported  in  kettles  with  5-6 
Turkey  Vultures,  so  possibly  the  same  bird  was 
involved.  Turkey  Vultures  lingered  at  scattered 
locations  in  the  n.  interior,  and  there  was  a 
Regionwide  push  of  early  migrants  in  mid-  to 
late  Feb.  An  imm.  dark-morph  Western  Red- 
tailed Hawk  at  Hadley,  Hampshire,  MA  17-27 
Feb  0-  Drucker,  m.ob.,  ph.)  made  the  2nd  re- 
cord of  this  subspecies  from  the  state.  Increas- 
ing numbers  of  eBird  reports  are  making  it 
harder  to  sort  through  reports  of  Merlin  and 
American  Kestrel,  some  of  which  are  surely 
duplicates.  About  140  records  of  Merlin  were 
noted,  up  from  87  and  109  in  the  previous  two 
winters;  records  of  kestrel  stayed  steady  at  65- 
75  birds.  A Gyrfalcon  was  at  Clinton,  Kenne- 
bec, ME  7 Jan  Q-  Dwight,  m.ob.). 
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This  female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was  a one-day 
wonder  at  an  Arlington,  Vermont  feeder  on  28  December 
2011.  Photograph  by  Karen  Tibbetts. 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Virginia  Rails  were  widely  reported  in  the  s. 
portion  of  the  Region  this  winter,  with  the 
northernmost  at  Hampton  Falls.  Rockingham, 
NH  28  Jan  (R  Brown,  m.ob.).  More  notewor- 
thy were  single  Soras  at  Stonington,  New  Lon- 
don, CT  18  Dec  (G.  Williams)  and  Concord, 
Middlesex,  MA  through  3 Feb.  An  imm.  Purple 
Gallinule  was  found  walking  the  street  in 
Gloucester  31  Dec  (W  O’Connor,  ph.).  Like 
Ruddy  Ducks,  American  Coots  were  more 
common  than  usual  in  autumn  2011,  and  large 
numbers  lingered  into  winter  at  open  water  in 
unexpected  locations.  Sample  high  counts  in- 
clude 323  in  Litchfield,  CT  5 Jan,  630  in  Knox, 
ME  30  Dec,  120  in  Rockingham,  NH  9 Dec,  and 
46  in  Rutland,  VT  13  Dec. 

A handful  of  Black-belled  Plovers  spent  all  or 
most  of  the  winter  in  coastal  locations  in  New 
Hampshire  and  s.  Maine.  Tringa  sandpipers  are 
similarly  becoming  more  regular  winter  birds 


in  the  Region,  so  it  should  come  as  no  surprise 
that  this  winter  produced  a bumper  crop.  Lat- 
est among  the  lingerers  were  a Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  Washington,  RI  5 Feb  (T.  Auer)  and 
a Lesser  Yellowlegs  on  Cape  Cod  1 Jan  (BN). 
More  unusual  was  a Lesser  at  Durham,  Middle- 
sex, CT  26-27  Feb  Q-  Marshall  et  ah),  possibly 
an  exceptionally  early  migrant.  Two  Western 
Willets  remained  at  Chatham,  MA  through  26 
Dec  0T,  m.ob.),  and  the  same  location  hosted 
a Marbled  Godwit  16  Dec-3  Jan  (MF,  m.ob.). 
Out-of-place  sandpipers  included  a Western 
Sandpiper  at  Eastham,  Barnstable,  MA  18  Dec 
(MF,  ph.),  a Pectoral  at  Greenland,  Rockingham, 
NH  1 Dec  (SM),  and  an  inland  Purple  Sand- 
piper at  Panton,  Addison,  VT  8 Dec  (E.  Hynes, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Back  on  Cape  Cod,  a Short -billed 
and  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  were  together  at 
Harwich  through  the  end  of  the  season.  Other 
Long-billeds  included  2 at  Stratford  through  7 
Dec  and  5 at  PI.  3 Dec  that  dwindled  to  one  by 
7 Jan  (m.ob.). 

It  was  generally  a quiet  season  for  gulls.  The 
highlight  by  far  was  Maine’s  hrst  Slaty-backed 
Gull,  a third-cycle  bird,  at  Hatch  Hill  Landhll, 
Augusta,  Kennebec  10-13  Jan  (ph.,  tL.  Bevier, 

m. ob.).  Amazingly,  what  appears  to  have  been 
the  same  bird  was  discovered  at  Gloucester 
21  Jan  (JT,  S.  Grinley,  m.ob.).  On  22  Dec,  an 

ad.  Slaty-backed  was  found  at  Wellfleet  (BN, 
MJl,  JT,  pb.)  and  also  not  re-located.  Interest- 
ingly, a possible  ad.  of  this  species  was  reported 
from  Rockport  3-5  Dec  but  not  verified.  Pro- 
viding a rare  inland  record  and  a county  first 
was  a Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Trafton  L., 
Aroostook,  ME  through  3 Dec  (BS).  At  the  n. 
comers  of  the  Region,  3 Little  Gulls  were  at 
Eastport,  Washington,  ME  3 Dec  (DHi)  and  2 
on  L.  Champlain,  VT  1-10  Dec  (DHo,  TM). 
A Sabine’s  Gull  reported  at  Beavertail  S.P  21 
Jan  (D.  Finzia)  would  represent  the  first  winter 
record  in  the  Northeast  away  from  the  Great 


Lakes.  Thayer’s  Gulls  made  token  appearanc- 
es at  the  traditional  locations  of  Gloucester  20 
Jan  QT)  and  the  Windsor-Bloomfield  Landfill, 
Hartford,  CT  5 Dec-20  Jan  (m.ob.).  Common 
Terns  formerly  lingered  just  into  early  Dec  in 
Massachusetts,  but  this  pattern  has  not  been 
evident  for  years.  Three  at  P’town  4 Dec  (MJI) 
made  only  the  2nd  Dec  record  in  eBird  for  the 
state.  More  likely  to  linger  in  recent  winters  is 
Forster’s  Tern,  with  the  season’s  latest  on  Nan- 
tucket 1 Jan  (SM,  R.  Stymeist).  A Great  Skua 
was  seen  well  e.  of  Nantucket  18  Feb  (CV). 
Tbe  number  of  winter  records  of  jaegers  con- 
tinues to  rise,  with  this  season’s  high  count  of 
18  Pomarines  (plus  another  14  unidentified) 
from  First  Encounter  8 Dec  (BN).  Another  7 
were  at  this  location  26  Dec  (E  Atwood).  Any 
jaeger  is  noteworthy  in  midwinter:  on  12  Jan, 
there  was  a single  Pomarine  off  Rockport  (T. 
Spahr)  and  2 Pomarines  and  a Parasitic  Jaeger 
off  Manomet,  Plymouth,  MA  (MJl). 

Increasing  coverage  of  offshore  waters  in 
winter  is  giving  us  a better  picture  of  alcid  dis- 
tributions. Daily  totals  of  over  100  Dovekies 
were  recorded  from  the  NOAA  ship  Delaware 
II  in  mid-Eeb  (CV).  At  the  same  time,  num- 
bers of  Common  Murres  remain  low  relative 
to  the  highs  attained  a few  years  ago,  with  high 
counts  from  the  Delaware  II  in  the  20-30  range 
per  day  (CV).  A year  after  their  first  state  re- 
cord, Connecticut  birders  taking  the  New  Lon- 
don-Orient ferry  found  1-2  Common  Murres 
on  at  least  six  trips  from  31  Dec  through  22 
Jan  (m.ob.,  ph.).  Razorbills  also  invaded  Long 
Island  Sound  in  unprecedented  numbers,  with 
totals  of  25-38  as  far  w.  as  Stamford,  Fairfield, 
CT.  Forty-three  Atlantic  Puffins  were  noted 
from  the  Delaware  II  in  the  n.  Gulf  of  Maine  off 
Hancock  8 Feb  (CV). 

OWLS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

The  winter’s  Snowy  Owl  invasion  was  well 


One  of  two  in  Connecticut  in  winter  201 1 -201 2,  this  Yellow-throated  Warbler  visited  a feeder 
in  Enfield  in  late  (here  28)  February.  Meanwhile,  a second  bird  spent  the  entire  season  on  the 
central  coast.  Photograph  by  Tom  Sayers. 


One  of  the  more  remarkable  warblers  discovered  in  New  England  in  winter  201 1-2012  was  this 
Yellow  Warbler,  photographed  at  Old  Lyme  1 January  during  the  local  Christmas  Bird  Count. 

Photograph  by  Jim  Sherwonit. 
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Multiple  Yellow-breasted  Chats  appeared  in  all  New  England  states  except  Vermont  in  winter 
2011-2012.  This  cooperative  individual  was  photographed  at  Hampton,  New  Hampshire  1 5 

January.  Photograph  by  Len  Medlock. 


This  male  Painted  Bunting  at  Dover,  New  Hampshire  2 January  2012  was  less  than  two  miles 
from  a feeder  where  another  was  photographed  28  December  201 1 , so  it  is  not  clear  whether 
there  were  one  or  two  birds  in  the  area.  Another  three  Painted  Buntings  were  in  Massachusetts 
this  season.  Photograph  by  Dane  Brasher. 


covered  by  local  and  national  media,  but  the 
movement  in  New  England  was  simply  above 
average.  There  were  conservatively  24  long- 
staying  birds  for  the  season,  concentrated  from 
e.  Rhode  Island  along  the  coast  to  Downcast 
Maine,  with  only  2 in  the  Champlain  Valley. 
Roughly  30  stayed  for  just  one  or  a few  days, 
mostly  from  Dec  into  the  first  week  of  Jan. 
The  only  other  n.  owl  was  a Northern  Hawk 
Owl  at  Palmyra,  Somerset,  ME  5 Dec-i-  (m.ob.). 
Long-eared  Owls,  always  elusive  in  New  Eng- 
land, seemed  a little  more  widespread  than 
usual,  with  as  many  as  3 in  nw.  Connecticut, 
2-3  in  w.  Massachusetts,  2 on  Cape  Cod,  2 in 
Vermont,  and  one  in  coastal  New  Hampshire. 

At  least  4 Rufous  Hummingbirds  contin- 
ued from  the  fall:  Hopkinton,  Washington,  RI 
through  29  Dec  (D.  Gautreau);  Stamford,  CT 
through  16  Jan  (K.  McKee);  Arlington,  Ben- 
nington, VT  through  15  Jan  (S.  & R Derosia, 
m.ob.);  and  Wareham,  Plymouth,  MA  through 
20  Jan  (C.  Roy).  The  Vermont  bird  appears  to 
have  the  distinction  of  being  the  northernmost 
mid-winter  record  e.  of  the  Rockies  (fide  R. 
P Yunick);  it  is  believed  to  have  succumbed 
to  the  first  serious  cold  snap  of  the  season  in 
mid-Jan,  when  the  local  overnight  temperature 
reached  -18°  C.  Actually  a little  farther  n.  was 
another  hummingbird  somewhere  in  vicinity 
of  Berwick,  York,  ME  through  at  least  the  first 
week  of  Jan.  Unfortunately,  no  information 
as  to  Its  identity  has  become  available.  Three 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  wintered,  one  in 
Connecticut,  2 in  Maine.  Red-bellied  Wood- 
peckers staged  another  significant  incursion 
into  s.  Maine  in  autumn  2011,  and  scattered 
individuals  made  it  as  far  n.  and  w.  as  Somerset 
and  the  Canadian  border  at  Lubec. 

Five  species  of  flycatchers  in  New  England 
means  a mild  winter.  Eastern  Phoebe  is  ex- 
pected in  small  numbers  through  the  C.B.C. 
period  in  the  s.  coastal  areas,  but  single  in- 


246 


dividuals  at  Norwich,  Windsor,  VT  3 Dec  Q. 
Norton)  and  Scarborough,  Cumberland,  ME 
11  Dec  (N.  Gibb)  were  unusually  far  north. 
Later  than  usual  were  potentially  wintering 
birds  on  Cape  Cod  22  Jan  (BN),  at  Providence 
15  Feb  (D.  Finzia),  and  at  two  locations  in 
coastal  Connecticut,  in  New  London  19  Feb 
and  in  New  Haven  11  Feb.  Most  unexpected 
of  all  was  one  at  the  Williamstown  S.T.P.,  Berk- 
shire, MA  10-11  Feb  (H.  Powell,  M.  Cook). 
Four  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  continued 
from  the  fall  invasion,  with  birds  at  Newport, 
RI  through  16  Dec  (D.  O’Malley),  at  Rockport 
through  9 Dec  (C.  Leahy),  at  New  Bedford, 
MA  through  9 Dec  (A.  Morgan),  and  at  East- 
ham,  MA  through  19  Dec  QT).  Massachusetts 
had  all  the  kingbirds,  including  a Western 
Kingbird  at  Manomet,  Plymouth  through  10 
Dec  (E.  Neilsen)  and  another  at  Orleans,  Barn- 
stable 7 Jan  (M.  Goetschkes).  The  star  of  the 
show.  West  Newbury’s  Cassin’s  Kingbird,  was 
last  reported  14  Jan,  just  before  the  first  real 
cold  weather  of  the  season  (cf.  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird). Wrapping  up  the  list  was  a Scissor- 
tailed  Flycatcher  at  Orleans  5 Dec  (E.  Hilley). 

The  only  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  at  East 
Haven,  CT  3-5  Dec  (m.ob.)  and  at  Orleans 
18  Dec  (MJI,  JT).  Blue  Jays  don’t  usually  get 
much  mention  in  these  summaries,  but  a 
major  failure  of  the  acorn  crop  in  e.  Massa- 
chusetts and  Rhode  Island  resulted  m note- 
worthy absence  of  Blue  Jays,  to  the  extent  that 
the  species  was  missed  by  some  teams  on  the 
late  Jan  “Superbowl  of  Birding.”  In  areas  to 
the  n.  and  w.,  numbers  seemed  near  normal. 
Two  Fish  Crows  wintered  well  n.  at  Rockland, 
Knox,  ME.  Tree  Swallows  were  barely  report- 
ed this  season,  but  Cave  Swallows  from  the 
Nov  flight  were  at  Stratford  1 Dec  (R.  Baade) 
and  East  Haven,  CT  2 Dec  (GH).  The  latter 
location,  the  New  Haven  S.T.P.,  hosted  up  to 
5 Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  early  in 


the  winter,  with  one  making  it  into  Mar,  An- 
other 9 were  at  the  East  Hartford  S.T.P.  during 
the  Hartford  C.B.C.  18  Dec. 

NUTHATCHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Very  few  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  made  it 
s.  of  the  n.  three  states  this  winter,  although 
numbers  on  far-northern  C.B.C.s  were  actually 
well  above  average.  Five  House  Wrens  were  in 
s.  New  England,  the  latest  on  17  Dec.  A Sedge 
Wren  was  at  Harwich,  Barnstable,  MA  4 Dec  (B. 
Harris).  Single  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  lingered 
through  21  Dec  at  Greenwich,  CT  and  25  Dec 
at  Boston  (S.  Courtney,  ph.).  For  the  2nd  win- 
ter in  a row,  Connecticut  hosted  an  extremely 
late  Wood  Thrush,  this  one  at  New  Milford, 
Litchfield  17  Dec  (GH).  This  bird  was  trumped, 
however,  by  one  at  Lexington,  Middlesex,  MA 
22  Jan  (J.  Forbes,  ph.),  establishing  a new  late 
record  for  the  Region,  Five  Varied  Thrushes  is 
typical  total  for  recent  winters,  with  two  brief 
visits  by  birds  in  New  Hampshire,  singles  in 
late  Feb  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  a 
longer-staying  (14  Jan-25  Feb)  individual  at 
Waitsfield,  Washington,  VT.  Our  other  expected 
w.  vagrant  thrush  is  Townsend’s  Solitaire, 
represented  this  season  by  one  at  Burrillville, 
Providence,  RI  31  Dec  (S.  Dziadosz). 

Bohemian  Waxwings  were  scarce  for  most 
of  the  season.  Small  numbers  first  appeared  in 
ne.  Maine  in  Dec,  with  a handful  spilling  west- 
ward into  n.  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  by 
early  Jan.  Numbers  didn’t  reach  double  dig- 
its until  mid-month,  when  counts  of  40-60 
were  reported  from  n.  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, followed  by  similar  flocks  in  Vermont  at 
month’s  end.  By  the  first  half  of  Feb,  flocks  in 
the  100-200  range  were  regular  over  this  same 
area,  with  some  suggestion  of  a southward 
shift  into  e.  Vermont.  As  that  month  came  to 
a close,  numbers  dwindled  from  sw.  to  ne., 
although  this  was  the  only  time  the  species 
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("  A it's  hard  to  decide  what  to  do  with  ai!  the  warbler  records  from  this  season.  A record  21  species  were  recorded  (surpassing  1 9 in  2005- 
JrilOOd),  with  many  of  these  lingering  well  past  the  C.B.C.  period.  The  totals  (Table  1)  provide  a general  idea  of  the  breadth  of  the  winter- 
ing warbler  phenomenon,  but  the  reader  is  encouraged  to  look  more  closely  into  some  of  these  records  in  eBird.  In  Maine,  a Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  almost  at  the  Canadian  border  at  Perry,  Washington  8-1 5 Jan  (C.  Gilley,  ph.),  a Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  found  dead  on  Mt.  Desert 
1. 29  Jan,  and  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  lingering  through  2 Dec  at  a feeder  in  Washburn,  Aroostook,  ME  (BS)  were  well  n.  of  most  records  of 
conspecifics.  Another  Yellow-throated  wintered  at  Madison,  New  Haven,  CT  (J.  Dunn,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and  one  was  not  far  away  at  Enfield,  Hartford 
in  late  Feb  (J.  Collins,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Vermont's  share  of  the  action  included  a female  American  Redstart  at  Brattleboro,  Windham  through  at 
least  1 3 Dec  (J.  Wampler,  ph.)  and  female  Black-throated  Blue  at  Arlington  28  Dec  (K.  Tibbetts,  ph.).  A Tennessee  Warbler  at  Rye,  Rockingham, 
NH  23  Dec  (B.  Guay,  ph.)  set  a record-late  date  for  the  Region. 

Pine  Warbler  regularly  winters  in  se.  Massachusetts,  but  this  season  saw  records  from  many  quarters,  and  counts  from  several  locations 
were  quite  high,  including  up  to  52  at  Wellfleet  and  22  on  Nantucket  7 Dec  (JT).  The  Bay  State  also  hosted  Prairie  Warblers  at  Eastham  4-1 6 
Dec  (MJI,  ph.)  and  at  Marblehead,  Essex  through  7 Jan  (D.  Noble),  the  latter  setting  a new  late  record  for  the  state  and  Region.  Like  Prairie  War- 
bler, Cape  May  Warblers  should  be  in  the  Caribbean  by  Dec,  so  one  inland  at  New  Hartford,  Litchfield,  CT  26  Dec  (D.  Tripp,  ph.)  was  remark- 
able. But  it  was  outshone  by  a young  male  at  Odiorne  Point  S.P.,  Rockingham,  NH  that  was  first  detected  in  late  Nov  (JL,  m.ob.)  and  re-located 
7 Jan  only  a few  meters  from  its  previous  location,  where  it  stayed  well  into  Mar.  As  only  the  2nd  overwintering  Cape  May  for  the  Region,  this 
bird  was  notable  for  not  attending  a feeder.  Instead,  it  fed  on  brine  flies  in  seaweed  and  would  likely  not  have  survived  had  it  not  been  for  the 
mild  winter.  A female  Townsend's  Warbler  graced  a feeder  in  Ipswich,  Essex,  MA  25  Dec+  (JB,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and  another  was  a one-day  wonder 
in  a Lexington,  MA  yard  21  Jan  (B.  Goidfinger,  ph.). 


Table  1.  Summary  of  winter  warbler  records  for  New  England,  1 December  201 1 through  29  February  201 2.  Numbers  represent  the  number  of  individuals  in  each  state. 
Dates  in  parentheses  indicate  single  sightings,  or  latest  dates  when  preceded  by  an  arrow  (=»}.  A plus  sign  (+)  indicates  a bird  present  for  most  of  th«' winter. 


Species/State 

CT 

MA 

ME 

NH 

R| 

VT 

Total 

Ovenbird 

2 (=>18  Dec;  =>13  Jan) 

1-t- 

3 

Northern  Waterthrush 

1(7  Jan) 

1 + 

2 

Black-and-white 

1 (4  Dec) 

1 

Tennessee 

1 (2-4  Dec) 

1 (23  Dec) 

2 

Orange-crowned 

8 

13 

2 

23 

Nashville 

4 (=*2  Jan;  17  Jan) 

2 (=>18  Dec;  =>22  Dec) 

6 

Common  Yellowthroat 

6(2=>7Jan) 

8(1  +) 

2 (=>12  Dec;  8-15  Jan) 

2 (both  Dec) 

7 (all  Dec) 

21 

American  Redstart 

1 (=>13  Dec) 

1 

Cape  May 

1(26  Dec) 

] + 

2 

Northern  Parula 

1 (^5  Dec) 

1(2  Dec) 

1(1 7 Dec) 

1(26  Dec) 

4 

Yellow 

1 (1  Jan) 

1 

Black-throated  Blue 

1 (4  Jan) 

2 (17  Dec;  29  Jan*) 

1(28  Dec) 

3 

Palm 

7(2-f) 

17  (latest  20  Jan) 

7 (latest  8 Jan) 

31 

Pine 

1 

90 

7 (some-i-) 

2 + 

1(20  Dec) 

100-h 

Yellow-rumped 

common 

common 

uncommon  (max.  14) 

2-3  (low) 

common 

~25(high,  some  -(-) 

Yellow-throated 

2 (-t-,  late  Feb) 

1 (=>2  Dec) 

3 

Prairie 

2 (=>16  Dec;  =>7  Jan) 

2 

Townsend's 

1(25  Dec-r;21Jan) 

2 

Black-throated  Green 

1(^10  Dec) 

1 (5  Dec) 

1 (20-22  Dec) 

3 

VYilson's 

3 (=^20  Dec;  =>24  Dec) 

1(12  Dec) 

4 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

8-t- 

20-25 -H 

2 (15  Dec;  =>10  Jan) 

2 (^7  Jan;  15-28  Jan) 

14-^ 

~50 

Total  species  by  state 

12 

16 

9 

9 

7 

3 
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Discovered  at  Lebanon,  Connecticut  9 (here  15)  January  2012,  this  Harris's  Sparrow  spent  the  remainder 
of  the  season  at  a feeder.  Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 


This  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  visited  a feeder  in  Sterling,  Connecticut  15-19  (here  16)  January  2012. 
The  same  location  hosted  an  immature  male  on  31  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Mark  Szantyr. 


appeared  in  Massachu- 
setts, with  up  to  19  at 
New  Salem,  Franklin,  MA. 

The  end  of  Feb  brought 
extremely  large  flocks  of 
Snow  Buntings,  estimated 
at  3000-4000  birds,  to 
cen.  Addison,  VT  and  Gray, 

Cumberland,  ME. 

A Spotted  Towhee, 
presumably  present  ear- 
lier in  the  season,  was  first 
detected  at  Rockport  26 
Jan  (P  Vale)  and  was  ob- 
served there  through  the 
rest  of  the  season  (m.ob., 
ph,).  Clay-colored  Spar- 
rows had  a good  show- 
ing, numbering  4 in 
Massachusetts.  2 each  in 
Connecticut,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Maine,  and  one 
in  Rhode  Island.  Round- 
ing out  the  list  of  “expect- 
ed” rare  sparrows  were  4 
Vespers,  3 Larks,  2 inland 
Nelsons,  and  4 Lincolns 
Sparrows  (including  one 
in  Vermont).  Visiting  from 
farther  w.  were  an  imm. 

Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Leb- 
anon, New  London,  CT  9 
Jan-Mar  (A.  & M.  Perko, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  and  single 
Gambel’s  White-crowned 
Sparrows  at  Seabrook, 

NH  22  Jan- 10  Feb  (SM, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  and  at  Cum- 
berland Farms,  Plymouth, 

MA  20  Jan  (R.  Schain). 

Western  Tanagers  were  reported  from  each 
state  except  Rhode  Island.  The  farthest  n.  was 
at  Brunswick,  Cumberland,  ME  through  17  Jan 
(B.  Marvil);  progressively  farther  s.  were  other 
singles  attending  feeders  at  Campion,  Grafton, 
NH  through  early  Mar  (S.  & W Fogelman, 
ph.),  Windsor,  Windsor,  VT  through  3 Jan 
(W  Kentfield,  ph.),  Falmouth,  Barnstable,  MA 
through  31  Dec  (m.ob.).  Mystic,  New  London, 
CT  29  Feb-i-  (G.  Williams,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and 
New  Milford,  Litchfield,  CT  7 Feb  (A.  Kemhna, 
ph.).  One-day-wonder  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  at  Freeport,  Cumberland,  ME  12 
Dec  (DL)  and  Plymouth,  Windsor,  VT  28  Dec 
(C.  Rimmer,  S.  Hardy,  ph.).  Cape  Cod  hosted 
a Lazuli  Bunting  at  Wellfleet  4 Eeb-i-  (M.  Ea- 
herty  m.ob.,  ph.),  while  the  w.  part  of  the  Bay 
State  had  2 Indigo  Buntings,  at  Williamstown 
3 Dec  (L.  Seitz)  and  at  Amherst  through  17 
Dec  0-  Drucker).  Massachusetts  had  3 Painted 
Buntings:  a green  bird  through  the  season  at 


Eastham,  another  on  Nantucket  2-4  Dec  (E. 
Andrews,  m.ob.),  and  an  ad.  male  at  Methuen 
20-31  Dec  (B.  LaGrasse,  ph.).  To  the  n.,  ad. 
males  were  seen  at  two  feeders  in  Dover,  StraJ- 
ford,  NH  28  Dec-2  Jan  (T.  Levasseur,  D.  Drash- 
er,  ph.).  The  two  observers  did  not  see  the  bird 
on  the  same  day,  and  their  locations  were  less 
than  3 km  apart,  so  it’s  not  clear  how  many 
birds  were  involved.  There  is  some  speculation 
that  the  ongoing  drought  in  the  s.  Great  Plains 
was  responsible  for  an  exceptional  fall  incur- 
sion of  Dickcissels  into  the  Northeast.  Possibly 
unprecedented  numbers  lingered  into  winter 
in  New  England,  with  5 each  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts,  2 in  Rhode  Island, 
and  one  each  in  Connecticut  and  Maine. 

Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  also  more 
widespread  than  usual,  but  only  one  was 
around  for  more  than  a few  days,  at  East  Kings- 
ton, Rockingham,  NH  9 Jan-11  Feb  (D.  Finch, 
m.ob.,  ph.);  the  same  state  had  one  at  Green- 


land, Rockingham  24-25  Feb  QL, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Connecticut  hosted 
3,  including  an  imm.  male  31 
Dec  and  ad.  male  15-19  Jan  at  the 
same  feeder  in  Sterling,  Windham 
feeder  (R.  Dixon).  A female  was 
seen  in  a mixed  blackbird  flock 
at  South  Windsor,  Hartford,  CT  8 
Feb  (R.  Smiley);  up  to  2 were  at 
Warwick,  Kent,  RI  21-22  Jan  (fide 
RF);  and  one  was  at  Cumberland 
Farms  8 Jan  (MJI).  This  season’s 
largest  flocks  of  Rusty  Blackbirds 
tended  to  be  inland  or  n.,  includ- 
ing 86  in  Litchfield,  CT  in  Dec,  32 
in  Merrimack,  NH  in  Jan,  30  in 
Berkshire,  MA  4 Dec,  37  at  Boston, 
and  16  in  Sagadahoc,  ME  in  Eeb. 
Baltimore  Orioles  numbered  10- 
15  in  Connecticut,  3-5  in  Rhode 
Island,  15  in  Massachusetts,  3 in 
New  Hampshire,  and  10-12  in 
Maine. 

The  finch  flight  was  mostly  a 
bust.  Only  Pine  Siskins  appeared 
in  significant  numbers,  and  even 
they  were  most  abundant  in  the 
far  n.,  where  they  feasted  on  an 
abundant  birch  crop.  A few  Com- 
mon Redpolls  were  mixed  in, 
again  mostly  in  the  far  n.,  with 
stragglers  to  Cape  Cod  and  Block 
I.  in  Feb.  Both  crossbills  moved 
in  small  numbers,  with  notewor- 
thy records  limited  to  a White- 
winged at  Southbury,  New  Haven, 
CT  16  Feb  (P.  Comins)  and  prob- 
able breeding  Reds  at  Woodstock, 
Windsor  VT  at  the  end  of  Feb. 
American  Goldfinches  were  often 
locally  abundant,  while  Evening  Grosbeaks, 
still  in  a downward  slide,  had  one  of  their 
worst  seasons  ever. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contribu- 
tors (italics),  and  observers:  Jim  Berry,  Ra- 
chel Farrell  (Rhode  Island),  Greg  Hanisek 
(Connecticut),  Doug  Hitchcox  (DHi),  David 
Hoag  (DHo),  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Jason  Lambert, 
Derek  Lovitch,  Stephen  Mirick,  Ted  Murin,  New 
Hampshire  Bird  Records,  Blair  Nikula,  Marjorie 
Rines  (Massachusetts),  Bill  Sheehan,  Greg  Till- 
man, William  Townsend  (Maine),  Jeremiah 
Trimble,  Christopher  J.  Vogel.  There  were 
over  130,000  eBird  records  for  the  Region, 
and  readers  are  encouraged  to  investigate  this 
source  for  more  detail  on  rnany  records  in  this 
summary. 


Pamela  Hunt,  26  Whitewater  Drive,  Penacook, 
New  Hampshire  03303,  (biot)iva@myfairpoint.net) 
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Throughout  the  Hudson-Delaware  region, 
the  past  winter  was  as  extreme  and  bi- 
zarre as  last  year,  but  entirely  different. 
Last  year,  the  winter  weather  was  one  of  our 
coldest  (5-6°  F below  normal)  and  snowiest 
(typically  250%  of  normal).  This  year  was  one 
of  the  wannest  (5-7°  F above  normal)  and  one 
of  the  least  snotvy  (about  25-50%  of  normal). 
Over  the  entire  Region,  it  was  the  fourth  warm- 
est winter  on  record.  The  effect  of  this  warm 
weather  was  extreme  and  extraordinary.  Wa- 
terfowl remained  north,  even  in  northern  New 
York,  as  water  remained  open  through  most  of 
the  winter.  Huge  numbers  of  Snow  Geese  col- 
lected in  northern  Delaware  and  stayed  put, 
with  no  snow  or  extreme  cold  to  push  them 
southward.  Egrets,  herons,  and  shorebirds 
remained  in  the  coastal  marshes  through  the 
season.  Snotvy  Owls  irrupted  into  northern 
New  York.  Surprisingly,  considering  the  warm 
weather,  less  hardy  species  did  not  linger  into 
December.  Winter  finches  were  absent  from 
most  of  the  area  except  in  the  Adirondacks, 
where  a good  cone  crop  resulted  in  an  irruption 
of  Pine  Siskins  and  White-winged  Crossbills. 
One  positive  thing  about  the  weather  was  that 
throughout  the  Region  the  warm,  dry  winter  al- 
lowed many  more  birders  to  be  out. 

The  most  unusual  species  reported  included 
Pink-footed  Goose,  Barnacle  Goose,  Pacific 
Loon,  Eared  Grebe,  Western  Grebe,  Frank- 
lin’s Gull,  California  Gull,  Slaty-backed  Gull. 
White-winged  Dove,  Broad-tailed  Humming- 
bird, Bell’s  Vireo,  Western  Bluebird,  Townsend’s 
Solitaire,  Grace’s  Warbler,  Western  Tanager, 
and  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch. 

Abbreviations:  Barnegat  (Barnegat  Light, 
Ocean,  NJ);  Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE);  Cape  Henlopen  (Cape  Hen- 
lopen  S.P.,  Sussex,  DE);  Jamaica  Bay  Qamaica 


Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  Gateway  N.P,  New  York 
City);  Montauk  (Montauk  Pt.,  Long  L,  Suffolk, 
NY);  Prime  Hook  (Prime  Hook  N.WR.,  Sus- 
sex, DE). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Pink-footed  Goose,  now  becoming  an  an- 
nual species  in  the  Northeast,  was  seen  and 
photographed  at  Alley  Park,  Queens,  New 
York  City  25  Jan  (AB);  another  was  reported  at 
Holtsville,  Suffolk,  NY  21-22  Feb  (Derek  Rog- 
ers). Greater  'White-fronted  Geese — mostly  of 
the  Greenland  subspecies  along  the  coast  and 
the  tundra  subspecies  in  n.  and  w.  New  York — 
were  reported  frequently  this  year,  with  30  in 
New  York,  12  in  New  Jersey,  and  4 in  Delaware; 
7 at  Oak  Orchard  WM.A.,  Genesee,  NY  30  Dec 
(Celeste  Morien)  was  the  largest  group.  A Black 
Brant  was  photographed  by  Paul  Guris  as  it 
flew  by  the  boat  while  he  was  leading  a pelagic 
out  of  Freeport,  NY  28  Jan;  no  others  were  re- 
ported. After  several  years  of  multiple  winter- 
ing Barnacle  Geese,  only  2 were  reported  this 
winter,  at  Califon,  Hunterdon,  NJ  4 Dec  (fide 
Vince  Koczurik)  and  at  Eastport  L.,  Suffolk,  NY 
7-15  Jan  (Peter  Priolo  et  ah).  The  number  of 
Snow  Geese  that  wintered  in  Delaware  is  dif- 
ficult to  estimate,  but  it  was  well  above  normal, 
as  plenty  of  food,  warm  temperatures,  and  the 
lack  of  snow  did  not  push  them  southward. 
Certainly,  the  coastal  roosting  areas  were  many 
times  larger  and  nosier  than  normal.  There  has 
been  no  sign  that  the  numbers  have  declined 
since  the  federal  government  loosened  hunting 
regulations  four  years  ago  to  reduce  the  Snow 
Geese  numbers  by  half  in  the  Atlantic  flyway. 
Ross’s  Geese  are  increasing  in  the  Region,  and  a 
rare  blue  morph  was  along  Broadkill  Beach  Rd., 
Sussex,  DE  17  Dec  (EPS)  and  18  Feb  (Billy  We- 
ber). Ten  Eurasian  Teal  were  reported  this  win- 
ter. 4 in  New  York,  5 in  New  Jersey,  and  one  in 
Delaware,  the  high  count  probably  an  effect  of 
the  warm  weather.  Sixteen  Eurasian  Wigeons, 


8 in  New  York,  5 in  New  Jersey,  and  4 in  Dela- 
ware, also  made  an  above-average  total.  About 
23  King  Eiders  were  noted  at  tbe  coast  and  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  well  below  average:  a count 
of  7 at  Barnegat  in  Jan  (LS)  and  3 at  Hamlin 
Beach,  Monroe,  NY  1 Dec  (RS)  accounted  for 
about  half  of  the  birds  reported.  However,  un- 
like seven  of  the  past  eight  years,  a King  Eider 
was  reported  in  Delaware  at  Indian  River  In- 
let, Sussex  20  Dec  (Cyrus  Moqtaderi).  In  late 
Nov  and  early  Dec,  Common  Eiders  appeared 
to  be  moving  southward  in  great  numbers;  a 
high  Delaware  count  of  68  was  made  in  four 
hours  at  Indian  River  Inlet  11  Dec  (AG  et  ah), 
but  the  numbers  seen  in  the  rest  of  the  season 
were  generally  rather  low.  Nine  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye reports,  all  in  New  York,  were  fewer  than 
normal,  with  one  on  L.  Erie,  4 on  L.  Ontario, 
one  on  the  Hudson  R.,  and  2 on  Long  Island. 

The  only  reports  of  Pacific  Loon  were  one- 
day  wonders  at  Cape  May,  NJ  26  Jan  Qim  Mc- 
Connell) and  at  Hamlin  Beach  S.P,  Monroe,  NY 

9 Feb  (DWT).  Red-necked  Grebe  reports  were 
about  normal  for  a warm  winter  along  tbe  wa- 
ters of  Long  1.  and  New  Jersey.  Delaware  had 
only  one  report,  at  Cape  Henlopen  19  Dec  (Mi- 
chael C.  Moore).  Most  of  the  grebes  stayed  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  as  the  349  at  "West  Lakeshore, 
Monroe,  NY  on  L.  Ontario  attest  (RS,  Dominic 
Sherony).  Low  numbers  of  Eared  Grebes  were 
reported  again  this  season,  with  4 in  the  Re- 
gion: one  for  at  least  the  13th  consecutive  year 
on  Aurora  Bay,  Cayuga,  NY  9 Dec-5  Feb  (Tim 
Lenz);  one  at  Jamaica  Bay  3 Nov-17  Jan  (Dale 
Dancis  et  al);  one  on  the  St.  Lawrence  R.,  St. 
Lawrence,  NY  12  Jan  (Genie  McKay);  and  one 
at  Cape  Henlopen  5 Feb  (FR). 

Northern  Fulmars  were  found  on  three  off- 
shore trips  this  season:  17  on  a fishing  trip  out 
of  Brielle,  NJ  1 Feb  (LS);  16  on  a pelagic  out  of 
Cape  May,  NJ  4 Feb  (PG  et  al);  and  2 on  a pe- 
lagic off  Lewes,  DE  1 1 Feb  (PG  et  al.).  American 
White  Pelicans  did  not  choose  to  winter  in  our 


Q A Western  Grebe  has  become  annual  in  the  Region  during  recent  winters.  In  winter 
J/i20n-2012,  there  were  again  multiple  reports,  but  these  birds  can  be  difficult  to  iden- 
tify— and  to  count.  The  birds  on  L.  Cayuga,  NY  are  a case  in  point.  Mark  Chao  reports  "at  least 
3 birds  in  the  genus  Aechmophorus  appeared  on  Lake  Cayuga  at  three  different  locations." 
The  first  was  found  at  Lansing  10  Jan  (CW,  Jessie  Barry),  the  next  at  the  s.  end  of  the  lake  31 
Jan,  and  then  2 were  found  at  Twin  Oaks  Campground  8 Feb  (Tom  Johnson,  Jay  McGowan). 
These  last  2 birds  stayed  together  and  were  under  continuous  observation  through  1 1 Feb; 
on  10  Feb,  one  and  possibly  another  were  seen  in  theTwin  Oaks  area  (Marsha  & Fred  Kardon). 
Ail  of  these  sightings  were  well  documented,  and  it  was  apparent  that  one  of  these  birds  was 
not  obviously  a Western  Grebe.  Ultimately,  it  was  determined  that  the  bird  in  question  was 
either  a very  light  Western  Grebe  or  a Western  Grebe  x Clark's  Grebe  hybrid.  In  addition  to 
these  birds,  a Western  Grebe  was  at  Manasquan  Res.,  Monmouth,  NJ  26  Dec  (Sam  Skinner, 
Patrick  Becker),  another  at  Cape  Henlopen,  DE  29  Jan-25  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  another  at  Cape 
May  26  Feb-8  Mar  (Don  Freiday  et  aL).The  last  two  sightings  were  possibly  of  the  same  bird. 
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An  adult  male  King  Elder  deigned  to  visit  New  Jersey's  famed  Avalon  Seawatch  site  on  Christmas  Day  2011.  Perhaps  because  of  the 
mild  weather,  only  23  King  Eiders  were  recorded  in  the  Hudson-Delaware  region  this  season.  Photogmph  from  Howard B.  Eskin. 


Region,  but  one  that  had  spent  several  days  at 
a pond  in  Ontario  was  observed  departing  and 
flying  briefly  into  the  Lewiston  airspace,  Ni- 
agara, NY  1 Dec  (fide  JB)-,  one  was  at  Fairport, 
Monroe,  NY  3 Dec  (ph.  Bonnie  Yonker);  2 flew 
over  Broadkill  Beach  Rd.,  Sussex,  DE  17  Dec 
(EPS);  and  11  were  at  Bombay  Hook  N.WR., 
Kent,  DE  16  Jan  (ph.  Deborah  McCann).  The 
mild  winter  allowed  Brown  Pelicans  to  linger 
in  the  Region,  being  reported  as  late  as  26  Dec 
at  Pt.  Lookout,  Nassau,  NY  (Menachem  Gold- 
stem),  31  Dec  at  Spring  L.,  Monmouth,  NJ  dur- 
ing the  Long  Branch  C.B.C.,  and  15  Jan  at  In- 
dian River  Inlet,  Sussex,  DE  (Michael  Bowen). 

During  this  winter  that  was  not,  egrets  and 
herons  were  very  late  to  leave  and  early  to  re- 
turn, and  many  overwintered.  Great  Blue  Her- 
ons, a species  that  often  attempts  to  overwin- 
ter, were  found  in  some  of  the  coldest  areas  of 
New  York,  with  46  reported  on  the  Rochester 
C.B.C.,  Monroe  18  Dec  and  26  at  Motor  Island 
WM.A.,  Erie,  NY  3 Feb  (fide  MM).  Great  Egrets 
remained  in  the  coastal  marshes,  with  11  at 


Prime  Hook,  13  at  Hansey  Creek,  Cumberland, 
NJ  (TR  et  al),  and  several  concentrations  on 
Long  L,  including  Jones  Beach,  Shinnecock  In- 
let, and  Sunken  Meadows  S.F,  Suffolk,  where 
18  were  still  present  6 Feb  (Ken  & Sue  Fues- 
tel).  Three  Snowy  Egrets  were  reported  on  the 
Queens  C.B.C.  18  Dec,  and  2 Little  Blue  Her- 
ons were  reported  in  New  Jersey  in  mid-Jan. 
At  least  one  Tricolored  Heron  wintered  at  Long 
Beach  1.,  Ocean,  NJ  (Linda  Gangi).  Two  Green 
Herons  were  still  on  Long  1.  in  Dec,  and  2 were 
in  New  Jersey  in  Jan.  A juv.  White  Ibis  was  at 
Cape  May  Point  S.P  29  Dec  (Glen  Davis). 

Black  Vultures  are  now  showing  up  more 
frequently  in  the  winter  in  n.  New  York.  One 
remained  as  late  as  30  Dec  at  Riga,  Monroe, 
NY  (DT);  another  was  there  1 Feb  (DT,  Brad 
Carlson),  only  the  4th  winter  record  for  the 
Genesee  region.  Another  small  group  of  up 
to  6 became  the  first  documented  overwinter- 
ing Black  Vultures  around  Lewiston,  Niagara, 
NY  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  region.  Normally, 
Golden  Eagles  migrate  through  the  Region  in 


Oct/Nov,  but  a few  winter  here.  This  winter, 
there  were  significantly  more  reports  through- 
out the  state  of  New  York,  with  the  exception 
of  Long  L,  than  in  past  years.  Virtually  every  re- 
gion of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  had  multiple 
sightings.  Three  Gyrfalcons  were  seen  in  New 
York:  on  the  Wantagh  Parkway  near  Zach’s  Bay, 
Nassau  14  Jan  (Carl  & Pat  Safina),  at  Oswego 
Harbor,  Oswego  18  Jan  (Dave  Wheeler),  and  at 
Montario  Ft.,  Jefferson  1 Feb  (Gerry  Smith).  A 
Black  Rail  on  the  Captree  C.B.C. , Brooklyn,  NY 
18  Dec  (J.  Quinlan)  was  most  unexpected.  Two 
Common  Gallinules  were  reported  this  winter: 
one  on  the  Lower  Hudson  C.B.C.,  NY  18  Dec 
(fide  SB)  and  one  at  Middletown,  New  Castle, 
DE  13  Feb-10  Mar  (Marcia  Poling).  Four  Sand- 
hill Cranes  were  along  the  Delaware  & Raritan 
Canal,  Mercer,  NJ  3 Dec  (Arlene  Oley),  and  5 
were  in  Franklin  Twp.,  Somerset,  NJ  16  Dec-5 
Feb  (Vince  Capp). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Wintering  shorebirds  were  legion  in  this  warm 
season.  A Piping  Plover  at  Pt.  Lookout,  Jamaica 
Bay,  NY  4 Dec-27  Feb  (fide  (HM)  provided  a 
rare  record  of  overwintering,  while  the  star  in 
Delaware  was  a juv.  Black-necked  Stilt  at  Ray- 
mond Pool,  Bombay  Hook  N.WR.  This  bird 
stayed  put  until  it  was  joined  in  mid-Mar  by 
northbound  stilts.  On  the  few  occasions  when 
the  impoundment  froze  over,  it  stood  on  the  ice 
except  when  feeding  in  the  adjacent  salt  marsh. 
It  kept  company  with  a half-dozen  American 
Avocets  and  3 Marbled  Godwits.  Other  Ameri- 
can Avocets  were  reported  frequently  from 
Bombay  Hook  to  Prime  Hook,  and  New  York 
singles  were  at  Jamaica  Bay  3-4  Dec  (Lloyd 
Spitalnik)  and  Coney  1.  3-10  Dec  (Heydi  Lopes, 
Robb  Jett).  A late  Whimbrel  was  found  on  the 
Cumberland  County  C.B.C.,  NJ  1 Jan  (Michael 
Fritz).  Both  Greater  Yellowlegs  and  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  were  unusually  common  from 
Delaware  to  Long  Island.  Five  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  reported  from  a fishing  trip  off 


A Western  Grebe  at  Cape  Henlopen  State  Park,  Delaware  in  January  and  February 

2012  was  captured  on  film  there  4 February.  Records  of  this  species  have  increased  At  Bombay  Hook  National  Wildlife  Refuge, Delaware,  11  American  White  Pelicans  visited  16  January 

sharply  in  the  East  in  the  past  15  or  so  years.  Photograph  by  Michael  Bowen.  2012 — just  long  enough  for  this  photograph  to  be  taken.  Photograph  by  Deborah  McCann. 
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Brielle,  NJ  1 Feb  (LS);  much  more  expected  in 
winter,  a Red  Phalarope  was  on  the  Brooklyn 
C.B.C.  at  Red  Hook  17  Dec  Qanet  Zinn  et  al)- 

Normal  numbers  of  Black-headed  Gulls 
were  reported  throughout  the  Region,  with  5 
in  New  York,  3 in  New  Jersey,  and  2 in  Dela- 
ware. Little  Gulls  were  reported  in  low  num- 
bers along  the  coast,  with  only  2 reported  from 
Long  L,  2 in  New  Jersey,  and  2 in  Delaware. 
Ten  were  at  Lewiston  on  the  Niagara  R.  25 
Feb  (CW,  Alan  Wormington,  Nick  Sly).  Some 
10,000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  R.  at 
Buffalo,  NY  19  Dec  QP)  is  typical  for  mid-Dec 
there,  but  rather  than  leaving  as  in  past  years, 
the  birds  lingered  on  the  river,  with  6500  still 
present  in  mid-Jan  and  500  in  mid-Feb.  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  stayed  at  Artpark  S.P.,  Niagara, 
NY  5 Nov-4  Dec  (Willie  D’Anna  et  al.),  and 
a first-cycle  Franklin’s  was  found  during  the 
Wilmington  C.B.C.  at  the  Cherry  Island  Land- 
fill, Wilmington,  New  Castle,  DE  17  Dec  (FR, 
BGP).  Ad.  California  Gulls  were  on  the  Niagara 
R.,  as  usual,  the  first  at  Niagara  Falls  S.R  18  Dec 
(Lynne  Landon,  Robert  Deleon),  the  other  at 
Devil’s  Hole  S.P  5-13  Feb  QP)-  Numbers  of  Ice- 
land and  Glaucous  Gulls  were  about  average. 
Ad.  Slaty-backed  Gulls  were  photographed  on 
the  Niagara  R.  near  the  falls  3-17  Dec  (Kevin 
McLaughlin,  ph.  Jean  Iron)  and  at  the  Beacon 
Train  Station,  Dutchess,  NY  21  Jan  (Curt  Mc- 
Dermott, Clara  Montenegro).  The  only  report 
of  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  one  seen  at  Derby  Hill, 
Oswego,  NY  16  Dec  (BP,  Ken  Burdick).  Parasitic 
Jaeger  reports  included  4 at  Bamegat  3 Dec 
(Michael  Britt),  2 at  Fort  Tilden,  Queens,  NY 
(Shane  Blodgett),  one  at  Irondequoit,  Monroe, 
NY  18  Dec  (Michael  Tetlow,  Gary  Chapin),  and 
one  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY  2 Jan  (DWT). 

Dovekies  appeared  to  be  in  normal  numbers 
offshore.  The  highest  counts  were  1027  on  a 
fishing  trip  e.  of  Brielle,  Monmouth,  NJ  1 Feb 
(LS)  and  700  on  a pelagic  out  of  Cape  May  4 
Feb  (PG  et  al.).  For  20  years.  Common  Murre 
has  increased  in  the  Northeast  and  in  this  Re- 
gion. This  year,  small  numbers  were  seen  on 
virtually  all  trips  offshore,  but  86  on  the  pelagic 
off  Freeport,  NY  28  Jan  (PG  et  al.)  marked  a 
new  high  total  for  the  Region.  No  Thick-billed 
Murres  were  reported  this  year.  Razorbill  num- 
bers were  normal,  with  the  highest  count  be- 
ing 481  off  Freeport  28  Jan  (PG  et  al).  A Black 
Guillemot  was  seen  at  Montauk  17  Dec  (HM); 
another  was  at  Seven  Presidents  Oceanfront 
Park,  Long  Branch,  Monmouth,  NJ  2 1 Dec  (Tom 
Boyle).- Only  two  pelagic  trips  produced  Atlan- 
tic Puffins:  one  on  a fishing  trip  e.  of  Brielle, 
NJ  1 Feb  (LS),  and  18  off  Cape  May,  NJ  4 Feb 
(PG  et  al). 

DOVES  THROUGH  CHICKADEES 

The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  colony  at  Sel- 


Franklin's  Gulls  in  the  East  are  relatively  rare  after  November.  This  bird 
at  the  Cherry  Island  Landfill,  Wilmington,  New  Castle  County,  Delaware 
stayed  long  enough  to  be  recorded  during  the  Wilmington  Christmas 
Bird  Count  17  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Frank  Rohrbacher. 


byville,  Sussex,  DE  has  dropped  from 
around  20  birds  to  3 (FR).  A colony 
of  5 collared-doves  first  reported  three 
years  ago  at  Parma,  Monroe,  NY  (DWT, 
m.ob.)  persists;  3 wintered  at  Cape 
May,  NJ  Qames  Kuehlke);  and  3 visited 
a feeder  in  Interlaken,  Monmouth,  NJ 
22-24  Dec  (Bill  Dalton).  The  only  re- 
port of  a White -winged  Dove  this  year 
was  from  Staten  L,  NY  11-19  Feb  (An- 
thony Ciancimino).  A large  invasion  of 
Snowy  Owls  occurred  this  winter  in 
the  interior  of  New  York,  but  numbers 
reported  from  Long  1.  and  New  Jersey 
were  only  modestly  above  normal.  Del- 
aware had  a Snowy  Owl  at  Rehoboth 
Beach,  Sussex  3 Feb  (fide  Sharon  Lynn). 

It  was  a big  year  for  wintering  Selas- 
phorus  hummingbirds  in  our  Region.  In 
New  York,  a female  Rufous  was  at  the 
Lenoir  Nature  Preserve,  Westchester  9-14  Dec 
(fide  MB);  others  wintered  at  Georgica,  Suffolk, 
NY  1 Dec-1  Feb  Q-  Rosset  et  al.)  and  at  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Central 
Park,  New  York  City  18  Dec  (Noah  Burg,  David 
Burg)  through  29  Feb  (m.ob.).  A Rufous  Hum- 
mingbird was  found  in  the  woods  at  the  Re- 
hoboth Beach  Yacht  and  Country  Club,  Sussex, 
DE  12  Dec;  a feeder  was  rushed  to  the  scene, 
and  the  bird  remained  until  7 Jan  (Lynn  Smith). 
New  Jersey  reported  9 Selasphorus,  all  thought 
to  be  Rufous,  and  several  wintered.  A Selaspho- 
rus attending  a feeder  in  Cape  May  beginning  in 
early  Dec  was  identified  as  a Rufous,  but  on  1 
Mar,  after  it  had  molted,  it  was  correctly  identi- 
fied as  a Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  (Michael 
O’Brien);  it  remained  until  13  Mar.  A total  of 
26  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  was  recorded  on 
the  Mizpah  C.B.C.,  Atlantic/Cumberland,  NJ  30 
Dec  (TR). 

Single  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  at  Cape 
Island  Creek  Preserve,  Cape  May,  NJ  8-15  Dec 
(CJV),  Yellow  Brook  Tract,  Monmouth,  NJ  8-22 
Dec  (Patrick  Becker),  and  Thompson  Park, 
Lincroft,  Monmouth,  NJ  20  Dec-2  Jan  (SS).  A 
Western  Kingbird  was  at  Hartshorne  Woods, 
Monmouth,  NJ  during  the  Sandy  Hook  C.B.C. 
17  Dec  and  remained  through  5 Jan  (SS).  A late 
White-eyed  Vireo  was  at  Prime  Hook  31  Dec 
(Ann  Dinkle).  A Bell’s  Vireo  was  at  the  Beanery, 
Cape  May,  NJ  3 Dec-16  Jan  (SG),  and  another 
was  found  nearby  along  Stipson’s  Rd.  21  Dec 
(fide  SG).  The  only  reports  of  Cave  Swallow  this 
season  were  3 in  Cape  May  1 Dec  (fide  Mike 
Crewe).  Following  two  years  of  high  numbers. 
Black-capped  Chickadees  were  not  reported 
this  year  in  Delaware.  Red-breasted  Nuthatches 
were  extremely  scarce  coastally  from  Long  1. 
through  Delaware.  A late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
was  found  on  the  Wilmington  C.B.C.,  New  Cas- 
tle, DE  17  Dec  (AG,  William  Stewart). 


Rufous  Hummingbird,  an  annual  visitor  in  the  East,  usually 
turns  up  at  feeders.  This  hatch-year  male  was  found  by  Lynn 
Smith  at  Rehoboth  Beach,  Sussex  County,  Delaware  12  (here 
22)  December  201 1 and  remained  through  7 January  201 2. 
Photograph  by  Chuck  M.  Fullmer. 


This  Painted  Bunting  at  Cape  May  Point,  Cape  May  County,  New 
Jersey  4 December  201 1 represented  about  the  ninth  confirmed 
county  record  for  this  species.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Mountain  Bluebird  was  enjoyed  by  nu- 
merous birders  at  Calverton,  Suffolk,  NY  26 
Dec-15  Jan  (Lenore  Swenson,  Diana  Teta).  A 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  found  on  the  Appa- 
lachian Trail  during  the  Walnut  Valley  C.B.C., 
Warren,  NJ  17-20  Dec  (Phil  DeRea),  Nineteen 
species  of  warblers  were  tallied  in  the  Region 
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this  winter.  Over  the  past  five  years,  we  have 
tallied  13  species  on  average,  but  this  year 
Long  I.  alone  recorded  16  species.  A Grace’s 
Warbler  found  at  Pt.  Lookout,  Nassau,  NY  1-4 
Jan  (Doug  Gochfeld,  AB,  m.ob.)  was  the  stand- 
out rarity  of  the  season.  An  Audubon’s  War- 
bler was  at  Sunken  Meadows  S.P.,  Suffolk,  NY 
11  Jan-27  Feb  (SSM,  PJL).  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  along  Onondaga  Cr.,  Onondaga,  NY 
1-7  Dec  (Paul  Richardson)  and  a Northern  Wa- 
terthrash  at  Cedar  Swamp  WM.A.,  Kent,  DE  14 
Dec  (Christopher  Heckscher)  were  locally  very 
rare/late.  In  New  Jersey,  single  Western  Tana- 
gers  were  at  Toms  River,  Ocean  5-6  Jan  (Shawn 
Wainwright),  Brisbane  L.,  Monmouth  15-28 
Jan  (Bill  Resotka),  and  Cape  May  Point  S.E  25 
Jan-3  Feb  (Mike  Crewe  et  al).  Despite  the  very 
warm  winter  weather,  there  were  no  true  spar- 
row rarities  in  the  Region,  and  the  numbers  of 
uncommon  wintering  sparrows  were  very  low. 
The  only  reports  of  Clay-colored  Sparrow  were 
from  Amagansett,  Suffolk,  NY  17  Dec-3  Jan 
(HM)  and  Brisbane  L.,  Monmouth,  NJ  28  Jan 
(SB  et  al.).  A Vesper  Sparrow  was  at  Caumsett 
S.E,  Suffolk,  NY  3 Feb  (David  Klauber).  Single 
Lark  Sparrows  were  reported  from  Yates,  Or- 
leans, NY  21  Jan  Qeanne  Skelly,  Gary  Chaplin), 
Montauk  5-7  Feb  (Jim  Griswold),  Kendall,  Or- 
leans, NY  29  Jan  (DWT),  Calverton  Grasslands, 
Suffolk,  NY  17  Dec-12  Jan  (Vinny  Pellegrino), 
and  Lewes,  Sussex,  DE  14  Jan-17  Feb  (Lee 
Noles).  A Painted  Bunting  was  seen  at  a feeder 
in  West  Cape  May,  NJ  2-8  Dec  (Marleen  Mur- 
gitroyde);  another  was  at  the  Piping  Rock  Golf 
Club,  Matinecock,  Nassau,  NY  17  Dec-25  Jan 


(Barbara  Connolly). 

Sightings  of  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  few  this  winter:  single  imm.  males  were 
at  Taghkanic,  Columbia,  NY  15  Dec  (Helen  & 
Carl  Specht)  and  along  Truit  Rd.,  Sussex,  DE  30 
Dec-8  Jan  (BGP).  Three  or  4 Brewer’s  Black- 
birds were  at  Sharptovra,  Salem,  NJ  18-20  Jan 
(George  L.  Armistead).  A Common  Chaffinch 
attended  a feeder  in  Union  Twp.,  Hunterdon, 
NJ.  Michael  Rehman,  the  property  owner, 
graciously  shared  this  bird  with  hundreds  of 
birders  20  Dec-21  Jan.  New  York’s  first  Gray- 
crowned  Rosy-Finch  was  documented  near 
the  summit  of  Black  Dome  Mt.,  Greene  23  Dec 
(David  Rankin).  As  predicted  based  on  food 
sources  in  Canada,  there  was  very  little  move- 
ment of  winter  finches  into  our  area.  Pine  Gros- 
beaks, Purple  Finches,  Red  Crossbills,  White- 
winged Crossbills,  Common  Redpolls,  and  Pine 
Siskins  were  virtually  absent  from  Delaware, 
New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  A Pine  Grosbeak 
was  reported  from  the  Paulinskill  Valley  Trail 
in  Hainesburg,  Warren,  NJ  8 Jan  Qoe  Burgiel, 
Marge  Barrett).  The  only  exception  to  the  finch 
drought  was  in  the  Adirondacks,  where  an  ex- 
cellent cone  crop  abetted  a strong  invasion  of 
White-vAnged  Crossbills  and  Pine  Siskins. 

Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park,  New  York 
City),  Seth  Ausubel,  Andrew  Baksh,  Scott 
Barnes  (North  Coast  of  New  Jersey:  scott. 
barnes@njaudubon.org),  Michael  Bochnik 
(Lower  Hudson  Valley,  BochnikM@cs.com), 
Jeffrey  S.  Bolsinger  (St.  Latvrence,  NY:  jsbols- 
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Mark  T.  Adams 
Matt  Hafner 
Robert  Ostrowski 


This  winter  season  was  overall  dry  and 
remarkably  warm,  particularly  in  the 
eastern  parts  of  the  Region.  Decem- 
ber brought  near-record  warmth  and  average 
precipitation.  January  and  February  featured 


above-normal  warmth  and  were  con- 
siderably drier  than  normal.  There 
was  little  snow,  and  the  mild,  meteo- 
rologically uneventful  conditions  led 
to  quite  a few  unseasonable  bird  re- 
cords. Many  warblers  were  seen  near 
or  beyond  their  extreme  late  dates; 
waterfowl  and  most  sparrows  were 
scarce.  Some  species,  however,  were 
more  numerous  in  appropriate  habi- 
tat than  last  winter,  including  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets,  Orange-crowned 
Warblers,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers, 
House  and  Winter  Wrens,  Gray  Catbirds,  Her- 
mit Thrushes,  and  Brown  Thrashers. 

The  season’s  highlights  included  Pink-footed 
and  Barnacle  Geese,  Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  Great 
White  Heron,  Long-billed  Curlew,  Calliope  and 
Allen’s  Hummingbird,  Brewer’s  Sparrov/,  Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler,  and  Black-headed  Grosbeak.  In 
addition  to  our  many  individual  contributors. 


inger@yahoo.com),  William  Boyle,  Thomas 
W.  Burke  (New  York  Rare  Bird  Alert),  Barbara 
Butler  (Dutchess  County,  NY),  Mark  Chao 
(Finger  l^kes  Region  of  New  York:  markchao® 
imt.org),  Valerie  Freer  (Sullivan  County  Bird 
Notes),  Sam  Galick,  Anthony  Gonzon,  Paul 
Guris,  Laurie  Larson  (New  Jersey  Birds  list- 
serve),  Pat  J.  Lindsay  (Long  I.  and  New  York 
City:  pjlindsay@optonline.net),  Melanie  Mc- 
Cormack (Adirondack-Champlain  Region 
of  New  York:  Mruddyduck@aol.com),  Hugh 
McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  L,  hmcguinness® 
ross.org,  Shaibal  Mitra  (Long  1.  Region,  NY: 
mitra@mail.csi.cuny.edu),  Mike  Morgante 
(Niagara  Frontier  Region,  NY:  morgm@adel- 
phia.net),  Jim  Pawlicki,  Bruce  G.  Peteijohn, 
Bill  Purcell  (Oneida  L^ke  Basin,  NY:  wpur- 
cell@twcny.rr.com),  Ralph  T.  Waterman  Bird 
Club,  Tom  Reed,  Frank  Rohrbacher  (Dela- 
ware: rohrbaf@aol.com),  Larry  Scacchetti,  Ed  P 
.Sigda,  Robert  Spahn  (Genesee  Ornithological 
Society),  Dave  W.  Tetlow  (Genesee  Region, 
NY:  dktetlow@rochester.rr.com),  Chris  Wood, 
Christopher  J.  Vogel,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson- 
Mohawk  Region,  NY:  wyandik@hotmail.com), 
Matthew  A.  Young  (Susquehanna,  NY:  wyan- 
dik@hotmail.com),  Robert  E Yunick.  O 


Frank  Rihrbaclisr,  5 Neva  Court,  Wilmington, 
Delaware  19810,  {rolirbaf@aol.coni); 

Robert  0.  Paiton,  460  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  72, 

New  York,  New  York  10027,  (roplicolumbia.edu); 
Shaibal  S.  Mitra,  Department  of  Biology,  College 
of  Staten  Island,  2800  Victory  Boulevard,  Staten  Island, 
New  York  10314  (Shaibal.mitra@csi.cuny.edu) 


we  thank  Henry  T.  Armistead,  Adam  D’Onofrio, 
Dan  Perkuchin,  Robert  E Ringler,  Jo  Solem,  and 
Bill  Williams  for  their  assistance  in  compiling 
and  interpreting  this  season’s  records. 

Abbreviations:  Assat.  (Assateague  I., 
Worcester,  MD);  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.WR., 
Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s. 
Northampton)-,  Chine.  (Chincoteague  N.WR., 
Accomack,  VA)-,  Craney  (Craney  Island  Disposal 
Site,  Portsmouth,  VA);  E.S.VN.WR.  (Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia  N.WR.,  Northampton). 

WATEiFOWL  THROUGH  OSPilY 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  made  an  impres- 
sive showing,  with  records  from  15  Piedmont 
and  Coastal  Plain  counties.  Thirteen  at  Fishers- 
ville,  Augusta,  VA  23-26  Feb  (ph.  AL,  PW,  EC) 
was  an  especially  notable  number.  A Pink-foot- 
ed Goose  in  w.  Ho-ward,  MD  20-22  Feb  (NL, 
m.ob.)  made  a first  state  record.  Still  rare  on  the 
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w.  Bay  shore,  though  becoming  more  regular,  4 
Ross’s  Geese  were  at  Kershner’s  Pond,  Frederick, 
MD  27  Dec-2  Jan  (CP,  m.ob.)-  The  only  other 
reports  were  2 Ross’s  in  Henrico,  VA  25  Feb 
(ABr)  with  Snow  Geese;  and  a single  in  Gooch- 
land, VA  22  Jan  (ph.  ABr)  among  Canada  Geese. 
Overall,  Snow  Geese  were  present  in  much 
lower  numbers  in  the  Region  than  in  winter 
2010-2011.  Rare  in  the  Bay,  3 Brants  were  at 
Black  Walnut  Pt.,  Talbot,  MD  4 Dec  (JB).  A Bar- 
nacle Goose  at  Chestertown,  Kent,  MD  9-18 
Jan  (DS,  MG,  m.ob.)  showed  no  signs  of  captive 
provenance.  Two  double-digit  Cackling  Goose 
counts  were  reported:  12  birds  at  Chine.  29  Dec 
and  10  at  Chestertown,  Kent  17  Jan  (WE,  NM). 
Observers  continue  to  photograph  convincing 
Cacklings,  but  small  Canada  Geese  represent 
an  identification  challenge,  and  many  reports  of 
Cacklings  still  refer  to  smaller  Canadas.  Three 
Bar-headed  Geese  at  Lake  Fairfax  Park,  Fairfax 
31  Dec+  (GG,  ECl),  well-documented  exotics, 
were  often  submitted  to  eBird. 

A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  a nice  find 
at  Back  Bay  4 & 23  Dec  (RBr  et  al);  another 
was  at  Eyre  Hall,  Northampton,  VA  31  Jan  (MS, 
ESB).  A female  Eurasian  was  at  Bayside  Devel- 
opment Pond,  Worcester,  MD  11  Dec  (ML); 
an  imm.  male  was  there  19  Dec  (RR).  A male 
moved  between  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Environ- 
mental Center  and  a cove  behind  a Holiday  Inn 
Express  at  Grasonville,  Queen  Anne’s,  MD  18 
Feb+  (RO,  m.ob.).  Rare  in  winter  away  from  the 
lower  Eastern  Shore,  a Blue-winged  Teal  was  at 
Oxbow  L.,  Anne  Arundel,  MD  6 Jan+  QSh,  MSt, 
m.ob.).  A Eurasian  Teal  visited  Chine.  13  Feb 
(ph.  GLA);  2 were  at  West  Ocean  City  Pond, 
Worcester  25-26  Feb,  along  with  a hybrid  (ML, 
m.ob.).  Twenty-three  Canvasbacks  at  three  lo- 
cations 23  Jan  (SMi)  made  an  unusually  high 
Albemarle,  VA  count.  Common  Eider  numbers 
were  high  in  Maryland  late  Dec-Jan,  with  a 
peak  of  85  birds  at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worces- 
ter 8 Jan  (SDy).  By  contrast,  an  ad.  male  Com- 
mon Eider  at  Rudee  Inlet,  Virginia  Beach  14 
Dec  (JK,  RLAk)  made  the  lone  Virginia  report. 
A Harlequin  Duck  was  sighted  sporadically  at 
C.B.B.T.  31  Dec-12  Feb  (GK,  MAK,  ESB  et  al.). 
A Surf  Scoter  at  Piney  Run  Park,  Carroll,  MD 
10  Jan  (RFR  et  al.)  was  well  inland,  as  were  2 
White-winged  Scoters  at  Potomac  River  Gorge, 
Montgomery,  MD  13-15  Feb  (DR,  m.ob.).  An 
impressive  “fallout”  of  34  Long-tailed  Ducks 
occurred  inland  at  Little  Seneca  L.,  Montgomery 
10  Dec  QF,  m.ob.).  A long-staying  male  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  at  Elms  Beach,  St.  Mary’s,  MD 
18  Dec+  (TB,  m.ob.)  pleased  numerous  birders. 

A Red-throated  Loon  was  out  of  place  at 
Piney  Run  Park,  Carroll  10  Jan  (RFR  et  al).  A 
Back  Bay/False  Cape  S.R  survey  tallied  about 
7300  Red-throated  Loons  headed  south  15  Feb 
(RLAk).  Three  Red-necked  Grebes  made  a sea- 


sonal high  count  at  the  C.B.B.T.  29  Dec  (MB, 
L&BC)  and  25  Feb  (ph.  ESB).  Other  notable 
Red-necked  Grebes  included  singles  at  York,  VA 
11  Feb  QSt)  and  at  Shallcross  Wharf,  Kent  1 
Jan-18  Feb  (Jared  Parks,  m.ob.).  Single  Eared 
Grebes  briefly  visited  Assat.  30  Jan  (WS)  and 
Pt.  Lookout,  St.  Mary’s  3 Dec  (ML).  An  esti- 
mated 12,000  Northern  Gannets  were  off  First 
Landing  S.R,  Virginia  Beach  4 Feb  (MB,  BW). 
Notable  American  White  Pelican  flocks  includ- 
ed 6 birds  at  Willis  Wharf,  Northampton  6 Dec 
(ph.  RBr);  and  14  at  Trappe  Creek,  Worcester  28 
Feb  (RFR  et  al),  where  the  species  has  wintered 
in  the  past.  The  40  American  White  Pelicans 
at  Blackwater  N.WR.,  Dorchester,  MD  26  Feb 
(DP  et  al.)  made  the  season’s  high.  An  Ameri- 
can White  Pelican  made  a 2nd  Cape  Charles 
C.B.C.,  Northampton  record  30  Dec  (DC  et  al, 
ph.  TL).  A juv.  Brown  Pelican  was  surprising 
below  the  Kerr  L.  dam,  Mecklenberg,  VA  2-4  Feb 
(BBo,  AD,  PGl);  a single  was  at  Hopewell  Yacht 
Haven,  Prince  George,  VA  23  Feb  (BHo).  Brown 
Pelicans  have  attempted  to  winter  on  the  lower 
Bay  for  many  years,  but  a bird  at  Cambridge, 
Dorchester  16  Feb-t  (JW,  m.ob.)  was  far  up  the 
Choptank  R.,  a location  that  would  be  unusual 
at  any  time  of  year,  especially  late  winter. 

A Great  White  Heron  was  photographed  at 
Assat.  24-26  Feb  (MBa,  SE),  a decidedly  odd 
time  of  year  for  this  species.  Extremely  rare 
away  from  the  lower  Eastern  Shore,  a Snowy 
Egret’s  long  stay  at  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Envi- 
ronmental Center,  Queen  Anne’s  1 Dec-14  Jan 
(DPo,  m.ob.)  was  unusual.  Seven  Snowy  Egrets 
resided  at  Deal  Island  WM.A.,  Somerset,  MD 
through  the  season  and  made  a high  count, 
highlighting  this  species’  best  winter  in  Mary- 
land in  the  past  15  years.  A Little  Blue  Heron 
was  unexpected  at  Deal  Island  WM.A.,  Somer- 
set 25  Jan-10  Feb  (WB,  m.ob.);  20  Tricolored 
Herons  were  there  8 Jan-r  QlS.  EB).  A Cattle 
Egret  was  out  of  place  at  Rock  Hall,  Kent  18 
Dec  (DS,  MG);  6 made  a high  winter  count  at 
Parsonsburg,  Wicomico,  MD  26  Feb  (FS).  A rare 
and  irregular  winter  visitor  anywhere  in  the 
Region,  six  Green  Heron  sightings  spanned  1 
Dec-9  Feb.  A Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
was  a rare  mid-winter  find  at  Norfolk,  VA  5 Jan 
(RLAk).  Two  White  Ibis  at  Deal  Island  WM.A., 
Somerset  26  Feb-t  (RFR  et  al.)  made  a first  win- 
ter record  for  the  state.  Maryland  saw  more  Os- 
prey reports  than  normal  in  early  Dec,  but  an 
Osprey  at  Rum  Pointe,  Worcester  31  Dec  (MO) 
and  another  at  Nanticoke  R.,  Dorchester  16  Jan 
(PK)  were  very  late. 

MILS  THROUGH  AUKS 

Two  King  Rails  and  2 Virginia  Rails  in  Hen- 
rico'  18  Dec  made  2nd  count  records  for  the 
Hopewell,  VA  C.B.C.  (fide  AD);  these  rails  were 
also  detected  14  & 29  Jan  (ABr).  Pt.  Lookout, 


Alway  rare  in  Maryland  in  vrinter,  a Western  Kingbird  was  found 
25  December  201 1 at  Hyriack,  Dorchester  County  and  was  seen 
through  7 (here  1]  January  2612.  Photograph  byBilIHubkt 


Maryland's  fifth  Black-headed  Grosbeak  attended  a feeder 
17-2S  (here  21)  December  2011  in  Denton,  Caroline  County. 
Photograph  by  Bill  Hubkk. 


St.  Mary’s  hosted  a Sora  through  the  season 
(ML);  singles  were  at  Jug  Bay,  Anne  Arundel  18 
Dec  (RO,  MO)  and  Truitt’s  Landing,  Worcester  1 
Jan  (DCz,  MAT). 

A Wachapreague  C.B.C. , Accomack  party 
enjoyed  4 Sandhill  Cranes  flying  low  and  in 
formation  over  Cedar  L,  Accomack,  VA  17  Dec 
(HTA  et  al.).  Two  wild  Sandhill  Cranes  joined 
a captive  flock  at  Patuxent  Research  Refuge, 
Prince  George’s,  MD  3-6  Jan  (fide  PO).  Two  more 
were  at  Laurel,  Howard  28  Feb-t  (GB);  and 
singles  were  noted  above  Huntley  Meadows, 
Fairfax,  VA  15  Feb  (ph.  EEd)  and  at  Dunkirk, 
Calvert,  MD  16-18  Feb  (M&GB). 

Two  Piping  Plovers  at  Castaway’s  Camp- 
ground, Worcester  26  Feb+  (HTA)  arrived 
about  two  weeks  early.  A survey  conducted  by 
the  Virginia  Coast  Reserve  of  The  Nature  Con- 
servancy tallied  1600  American  Oystercatchers 
between  Quinby  and  Elkins  Marsh,  Northamp- 
ton 15  Dec  (BTr,  AW).  Craney  hosted  American 
Avocets  1 Dec-9  Feb  (RB  et  al),  with  a peak 
count  of  8 birds  27  Jan  (BW  et  al).  An  Ameri- 
can Avocet  at  Bridgewater,  Rockingham,  VA 
3-10  Dec  (WL,  DL)  made  the  latest  Mountains 
& Valleys  state  record  by  more  than  a month. 
Very  rare  in  the  Bay  in  winter,  a Western  Willet 
was  a nice  find  at  Tilghman  Back  Creek  Park, 
Talbot  23  Jan  (VD).  A very  early  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  stopped  at  Allens  Fresh,  Charles,  MD 
26  Feb  (RO);  4 were  likewise  early  in  Charles 
City,  VA  26  Feb  (AB).  Probably  one  of  the 
same  birds  that  has  wintered  in  this  vicinity  for 
nearly  a decade,  a Long-billed  Curlew  was  at 
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This  third-  or  fourth-cycle  Herring  Gull  photographed  at 
Oyster,  Northampton  County,  Virginia  14  January  2012  shows 
upperpart  tones  and  a primary  pattern  similar  to  the  vegae 
subspecies  (Vega  Gull),  but  the  identification  of  Vega  Gulls  in 
plumages  other  than  definitive  is  not  settled.  Photographs 
by  Edwards.  Brinkley. 

Elkins  Marsh/Ramshorn  Bay,  Northarripton  15 
Dec  (BTr,  AW)  and  8 Jan  (ESB).  A Long-billed 
Curlew  was  with  85  American  Oystercatchers 
at  Cedar  I.,  Accomack  17  Dec  (HTA  et  al.).  A 
very  late  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  at  Craney 
1 Dec  (RB,  ph.  V&GB,  AM).  A Red  Knot  was 
a good  find  at  Chine.  10  Dec  (PS);  another  at 
Grandview,  Newport  News,  VA  17  Dec  made 
an  unusual  winter  record  for  the  w.  Bay  shore. 
At  least  2 Red  Knots  were  in  the  Ocean  City/As- 
sat.  area  28  Dec-i-  (MH,  SC,  m.ob.);  and  5 Red 
Knots  were  at  Cedar  1.  Accomack  17  Dec  (HTA 
et  al).  Perhaps  a bird  tempted  to  linger  n.  of 
usual  winter  range  by  the  mild  weather,  an  ap- 
parent Semipalmated  Sandpiper  was  studied  at 
close  range  from  a kayak  but  not  photographed 
at  Ramshorn  Bay,  Northampton  8 Jan  (ESB). 
The  most  notable  Least  Sandpipers  were  the 
dozen  that  wintered  at  Tilghman  Back  Creek 
Park,  Talbot  (VD,  m.ob.).  A White-rumped 
Sandpiper  at  Tanyard,  Caroline,  MD  3 Dec  QL-S, 
EB)  made  one  of  only  a handful  of  Dec  records. 
Still  becoming  regular  on  the  w.  Bay  shore  m 
Anne  Arundel  and  Calvert,  27  Purple  Sandpip- 
ers established  a new  high  count  for  the  area 
27  Jan  OLS).  Though  regular  in  small  numbers 
on  the  lower  Bay  shore,  the  22  Long-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Truitts  Landing,  Worcester  1 Jan 


(DCz,  MAT)  made  a very  high 
Maryland  count. 

A very  cooperative  Black- 
headed Gull  at  Hunt  Val- 
ley, Baltimore,  MD  9 Dec-26 
Feb  (RR,  m.ob.)  was  photo- 
graphed by  many  in  a Best 
Buy®  parking  lot.  With  only 
two  previous  winter  reports 
for  the  Virginia  Mountains 
& Valleys  region,  a Laughing 
Gull  at  Stuart’s  Draft  WT.E, 
Augusta  10  Dec  (AL)  set  a 
first  county  winter  record. 
A color-banded  Ring-billed 
Gull  at  Newport  News  24  Feb 
(RLAk)  had  been  banded  as 
an  ad.  in  Quebec  19  May  2011.  Though  it  was 
a weak  year  for  white-winged  gulls  in  Mary- 
land, a Thayer’s  Gull  was  noted  on  a Worcester 
pelagic  11  Feb  (ML,  m.ob.).  An  Iceland  Gull, 
the  state’s  first  well-documented  ad.,  was  at  Vir- 
ginia Beach  31  Dec  and  9 Jan  (ph.  BW,  RLAn, 
GH).  There  were  307  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  at  Back  Bay  and  False  Cape  S.P  24  Mar 
(RLAk,  KM,  SD);  numbers  in  the  low  hundreds 
are  becoming  routine  here  and  on  Assateague 
L,  MDWA,  almost  year-round.  Five  individual 
first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  records  spanned  1 1 
Dec-20  Feb,  including  a gull  that  wandered 
downtown  Richmond,  VA,  most  often  seen  at 
Brown’s  1.  13  Dec-20  Feb  (EO,  AB,  m.ob.). 

A tardy  Royal  Tern  lingered  at  Back  Bay  15 
Dec  (DH,  SD).  Another  sign  of  the  incredibly 
mild  season,  2 Royal  Terns  were  rare  finds  on 
the  Little  Creek  C.B.C.,  Virginia  Beach  31  Dec 
(fide  BW).  Single  Pomarine  and  Parasitic  Jae- 
gers were  at  Virginia  Beach  7 Jan  (BW,  RLAn, 
MB);  a Pomarine  was  off  Ocean  City,  Worces- 
ter 18  Feb  (DCz,  MAT).  Single  Parasitic  Jae- 
gers were  reported  on  the  Back  Bay  C.B.C.  29 
Dec  fide  BW);  off  Virginia  Beach  7 Jan  (BW, 
RLAn,  MB);  and  at  the  C.B.B.T.  21  Jan  (ESB  et 
al).  A Dovekie  was  a very  rare  sight  off  Chine. 

I Jan  (EEd).  The  2334  Dovekies  tallied  on  a 
Worcester  pelagic  4 Feb  made  a high  Mary- 
land count;  439  Dovekies  were  counted  on  a 

II  Feb  Worcester  pelagic  (PG  et  al).  A single 
Dovekie  landed  in  Cape  Charles  harbor  19  Jan 
(ESB,  FMS).  Multiple  coastal  C.B.C.s  tallied 
Razorbills,  including:  one  at  C.B.B.T.  26  Dec 
(ESB,  RLAk,  RLAn);  9 off  Smith  1.  on  the  Cape 
Charles  C.B.C. , Northampton  30  Dec  (HTA  et 
al);  one  on  the  Back  Bay  C.B.C.  29  Dec  fide 
Paul  W Sykes,  Jr);  and  5 on  the  Little  Creek 
C.B.C.,  Virginia  Beach  31  Dec  fide  BW).  Two 
and  4 Razorbills  were  off  Back  Bay  28  Jan  (EE  et 
al.)  and  15  Feb  (RLAk),  respectively.  Razorbills 
(and  breaching  Humpback  Whales)  were  seen 
regularly  off  Cape  Charles  in  the  Bay  in  Jan, 
with  a peak  of  7 Razorbills  25  Jan  (ESB,  FMS). 


D0¥ES THROUGH LONGSPURS 

Sbt  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  at  South  Boston, 
Halifax,  VA  11  Jan  (PGl)  made  a new  high 
count  for  this  location.  A White-winged  Dove 
visited  a Gloucester,  VA  yard  2 Feb  (G&RH); 
other  White-wingeds  were  at  Sunset  Beach  16 
Jan  (George  Wheaton  et  al;  ph.  L.  Skrabec)  and 
at  Chine.  24  Feb  (ph.  GM).  A Snowy  Owl  dis- 
covered at  C.B.B.T.  8 Feb  by  facility  personnel 
was  noted  later  that  day  at  Fisherman’s  Island 
N.WR.,  Northampton  (ESB).  A Short-eared  Owl 
was  unexpected  at  Swan  Harbor,  Harford,  MD 
2-3  Dec  (DP  et  al).  The  Center  for  Conserva- 
tion Biology’s  18th  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl 
monitonng  project,  conducted  25  Oct-15  Dec 
in  Northampton,  banded  34  new  individuals 
and  processed  6 that  had  been  banded  else- 
where (ZP,  fide  FMS),  indicating  a light  flight  of 
this  species  at  the  coast  this  year. 

Two  wintering  Ruby-throated  Humming- 
birds were  banded  in  James  City,  VA  28  Jan 
(BP):  a male  that  stayed  at  Powhatan  Secondary 
early  Jan-1  Feb,  and  a female  present  at  Gov- 
ernor’s Land  Dec-11  Feb.  A Calliope  Hum- 
mingbird continued  at  Easton,  Talbot  from  the 
fall  until  3 Dec  (m.ob.).  At  least  9 Rufous/Selos- 
phorus  hummingbirds  were  reported,  the  most 
notable  a Rufous  that  remained  through  the 
season  at  Darlington,  Harford  and  made  a first 
county  record  (m.ob.).  Two  Rufous  and  an  Al- 
len’s Hummingbird  visited  the  same  Sharps- 
burg,  Washington,  MD  feeders  1 Dec-early  Jan; 
all  departed  by  11  Jan  (m.ob.). 

A Western  Kingbird  at  Hurlock  WT.P, 
Dorchester  25  Dec-7  Jan  (GJ,  LW)  made  the 
only  report  of  this  scarce  visitor.  By  contrast. 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  enjoyed  an  above-average 
winter  in  Virginia,  with  at  least  15  birds  report- 
ed from  10  locations,  including  4 Loggerheads 
at  various  Russell  locations  24  Dec  (TH);  one 
at  Hagerstown,  Washington  that  arrived  25  Nov 
and  remained  through  the  winter  was  likely 
the  same  bird  returning  here  since  2009  QGr, 
m.ob.).  A White-eyed  Vireo  at  Elms  Environ- 
mental Education  Center,  St.  Mary’s  27  Dec 
QM)  was  late.  A Red-eyed  Vireo  at  Mariner’s 
Museum  Park,  Newport  News  4 Dec  (NF)  was 
well  beyond  the  species’  10  Nov  extreme  date 
and  represents  of  the  very  few  Dec  records  for 
the  mid- Atlantic. 

Single  Purple  Martins  at  Virginia  Beach  23 
Feb  (KB),  at  Assat.  25  Feb  (GBr  et  al),  and  at 
Ocean  City,  Worcester  25  Feb  (ML,  JB)  were 
very  early  arrivals.  A Barn  Swallow  at  Sandy 
Point  S.P,  Anne  Arundel  28  Dec-1  Jan  was  a 
rare  winter  visitor  (FS,  m.ob.).  A Sedge  Wren, 
uncommon  on  the  w.  side  of  the  Bay,  was  in 
Jamestown  1.  marshes,  James  City  14  Feb  (FBI). 
A Marsh  Wren  at  Bentivar  Marsh,  Albemarle  12 
Jan  (SMi)  was  a Piedmont  surprise;  such  birds 
could  be  w.  vagrants.  The  176  American  Pip- 
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One  of  more  southerly  Snowy  Owls  reported  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  this  young  bird 
was  the  object  of  many  gulls'  attention  at  the  Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel, 
Northampton  County,  Irginia  8 February  2012.  Photograph  by  Urn  Holloway. 


its  at  Beltsville  Agricultural  Research  Center, 
Prince  George’s  22  Jan  (DM,  RO)  made  the  sea- 
son’s high  count.  A flock  of  17  Snow  Buntings 
was  at  Craney  on  the  Nansemond  River  C.B.C., 
Suffolk,  VA  2 Jan  (fide  RLAk).  Few  longspurs 
were  seen  during  this  mild  winter:  2 were  at 
Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta  13  Dec  (VL,  PN);  one 
was  recorded  on  the  Hopewell  C.B.C.  18  Dec 
(fide  AB). 

WARBLIRS  THROUGH  FIMES 

Unheard  of  in  winter,  a Tennessee  Warbler 
was  photographed  in  w.  Henrico,  VA  14  Jan 
(ABr);  another  was  found  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Fair- 
fax, VA  18  Jan  by  Daniel  McGregor  and  photo- 
graphed well  by  Michael  Pollack.  The  mildness 
of  the  winter  was  surely  a factor  in  the  pres- 
ence of  these  birds,  but  the  fantastic  fall  flight 
of  2011  should  be  considered  as  well.  It  was  an 
excellent  winter  for  Orange-crowned  Warblers, 
with  numerous  reports  and  a high  count  of  10 
on  the  Cape  Charles  C.B.C. , Northampton  30 
Dec  (fide  HTA).  At  least  5 Nashville  Warblers 
were  seen  17  Dec-29  Jan  (m.ob.).  A very  rare 
vagrant  in  the  East,  a Virginia’s  Warbler  at  the 
Pickering  Creek  Audubon  Center,  Talbot  26 
Jan4-  (EB,  JLS,  m.ob.)  made  a first  state  record 
and  was  chased  by  numerous  people,  though  its 
identity  was  not  confirmed  until  15  Feb.  A rare 
winter  species  in  w.  Maryland,  a Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  was  unexpected  along  Smouse  Rd., 
Garrett,  MD  30  Jan  (EB,  JLS).  A Northern  Pa- 
rula  in  a Howard  yard  14-22  Jan  (RC)  made  just 
a 6th  Maryland  winter  record.  A Yellow  War- 
bler was  a surprise  in  Dorchester  7 Jan  (EB,  JLS, 
m.ob.).  A female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
on  the  Hopewell  C.B.C.  18  Dec  QBe)  was  new 
to  the  count.  A remarkable  3 Prairie  Warblers 
were  at  Chine.  22  Dec  (ph.  WH,  m.ob.)  and 
later;  another  was  at  Back  Bay  1 1 Jan  (ph.  RK). 
A late  Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  at  Assat.  10 
Dec  (RO);  another  was  at  E.S.VN.WR.  7 Jan,  in 
company  with  2 Baltimore  Orioles  and  a Nash- 
ville Warbler  (ESB). 

There  were  only  four  Clay-colored  Sparrow 
reports,  including  a single  long-stayer  at  E.  A. 
Vaughn  WM.A.,  Worcester  1 Jan-i-  (DCz,  MAT, 
m.ob.).  A Brewer’s  Sparrow,  possibly  of  the 
little-known  subspecies  taverneri  (Timberline 
Sparrow),  was  a remarkable  find  and  a first  Re- 
gional record  at  Occoquan  Bay  N.WR.,  Prince 
William,  VA  30  Dec+  (p.a.  LC,  m.ob.);  this  bird 
was  counted  on  the  Fort  Belvoir  C.B.C.,  Fair- 
fax, VA  1 Jan.  There  are  very  few  confirmed 
records  of  the  species  in  the  East.  A Lark  Spar- 
row n.  of  Stuart’s  Draft,  Au^sta  2 Jan-26  Feb 
(ph.  JK  et  al;  m.ob.)  made  a 4th  winter  county 
record;  one  present  through  the  season  at  As- 
sat.  (RO,  m.ob)  was  joined  by  another  after 
several  weeks.  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  discovered 
at  Swan  Harbor  Farm  Park,  Harford  in  the  fall 


lingered  through  15  Dec  (MH  et  al.). 

One  was  on  the  Brownsville  marsh 
boardwalk,  Northampton  18  Dec 
(ESB,  SR)  on  the  Nassawadox  C.B.C.; 

2 were  noted  on  the  Hopewell 
C.B.C.,  new  for  the  count  (fide  AB); 
and  3 were  found  at  Back  Bay  N.WR. 

29  Dec  (ESB,  NF),  a reliable  location 
for  this  species  since  the  late  1980s. 

Notable  Lincoln  Sparrows  included 
singles  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Farm,  Howard 
8 Jan  (BO),  Oxon  Hill  Farm,  Prince 
George’s  22  Jan  (MO),  and  E.  A. 

Vaughn  WM.A.,  Worcester  6 Dec-11 
Jan  (SH,  m.ob.).  A Gambel’s  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  required  a sharp  eye  at  E.  A. 
Vaughn  WM.A.  6 Dec  (ML  et  al.). 

A female  Summer  Tanager  briefly  visited  the 
Wachapreague  boat  ramp,  Accomack  17  Dec 
(HTA,  JBu,  RBo)  during  the  C.B.C.;  amazingly, 
another  was  photographed  at  Hampton,  VA 
7 Jan  (BB,  SB).  There  are  only  three  previous 
firm  winter  records  for  Virginia,  none  from  the 
Coastal  Plain.  A male  Western  Tanager  visited  a 
residential  feeder  for  the  4th  consecutive  winter 
at  Settler’s  Mill,  James  City  2 Dec-i-  (BW,  m.ob.). 
A Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Denton,  Caroline 
17-25  Dec  (BM,  m.ob.)  made  a 5th  state  re- 
cord and  was  photographed  on  the  local  C.B.C. 
Painted  Buntings  were  scarce,  with  an  ad.  male 
at  Kiptopeke,  Northampton  12  & 23  Feb  (ph. 
ESB;  ph.  JBt),  another  at  Marshall,  Fauquier,  VA 
21  Jan  (TN,  Jide  JFo),  and  another  at  Topping, 
Middlesex,  VA  Qoanne  Chewning).  A Dickcissel 
made  a 3rd  winter  local  record  at  Waynesboro, 
VA  2 Jan  Qo  King  et  al);  another  was  along 
Dean  Rd.,  Caroline,  24  Jan-19  Feb  QC,  JH). 

Larger  Rusty  Blackbird  flocks  included  200 
birds  on  the  Hopewell  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  AB) 
and  145  birds  at  Staunton  for  the  Augusta  C.B.C. 
18  Dec  (fide  AL).  Five  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  at 
Staunton  18  Dec  made  an  8th  county  winter 
record;  2 at  Westmoreland,  VA  4 & 26  Feb  (FA) 
furnished  the  only  other  report.  Notable  Mary- 
land Baltimore  Oriole  records  included  singles 
at  Point  Pleasant  Farm,  Talbot  18  Dec  (VD)  and 
in  a Washington  yard  22  Dec  QL).  It  was  a poor 
finch  winter,  and  only  2 White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  sighted,  singles  in  Maryland  yards  in 
Allegany  25  Jan  (NB)  and  Calvert  18  Feb  (PB). 
The  eight  reports  of  single  Common  Redpolls 
spanned  25  Jan-28  Feb.  Pine  Siskins  were  also 
few  in  number,  -with  only  3 singles  in  Virginia 
14  Jan-13  Feb. 
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Kaestner,  Ryan  Kelley,  Josephine  King,  Mary 
Alice  Koeneke,  Glenn  Koppel,  Josh  Kreitzer 
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William  Leigh,  Diane  Lepkowski,  Tony  Leuke- 
ring,  Nick  Lund,  Mikey  Lutmerding,  Gabriel 
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Bill  Miller,  Stauffer  Miller  (SMi),  Alex  Minarik, 
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Unlike  the  previous  two  winters,  which 
had  below-normal  temperatures  for 
much  of  the  season,  the  2011-2012 
winter  was  one  of  the  warmer  ones  in  recent 
memory,  and  February  was  downright  mild. 
Precipitation  was  essentially  in  the  form  of  rain, 
with  very  little  snow  or  ice.  However,  rainfall  in 
Georgia  was  below  average,  and  the  southern 
part  of  that  state  moved  back  into  Exceptional 
Drought  conditions.  Not  surprisingly  with 
such  mild  temperatures,  there  were  numerous 
records  of  species  that  seldom  occur  in  winter, 
especially  warblers.  Warmer  offshore  waters 
meant  a rather  poor  season  for  pelagic  birding 
off  North  Carolina,  with  low  numbers  of  alcids, 
but  that  meant  more  than  the  usual  numbers  of 
Manx  Shearwaters  and  Red  Phalaropes.  But,  as 
pelagic  birders  know,  it  only  takes  one  bird  to 
make  the  trip,  and  the  second  Regional  record 
of  Black-browed  Albatross  certainly  made  the 
tnp,  and  the  winter  season.  Georgia’s  second 
ever  Green-tailed  Towhee  was  another  high- 
light. Once  again,  winter  finches  stayed  to  the 
north. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

A new  Georgia  state  high  of  150  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  was  recorded  at  Altamaha 
WM.A.,  McIntosh,  GA  1 Jan  (m.ob.).  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  were  reported  several 
times  in  each  state,  but  the  peak  counts  were 
just  3 birds,  in  each  state.  Likewise,  Snow 
Geese  were  widely  reported  away  from  their 
stronghold  in  e.  North  Carolina,  but  the  peak 
count  in  such  areas  was  only  2 birds.  A few 
Ross’s  Geese  were  found,  as  usual,  scattered 
amid  the  big  Snow  Goose  flocks  in  e.  North 
Carolina;  however,  notable  in  that  state  were 
singles  lingering  near  Cary  from  fall  through 
late  Feb  OMo,  EO,  JS),  in  the  Mills  R.  area  of 
Henderson  8 Dec  (WF),  and  in  the  Wilkes- 
boro  area  26  Dec4-  (DM,  m.ob.).  Other  Ross’s 


Geese  were  2 in  Gordon,  GA  29  Jan 
(ph.  JM),  joined  by  another  4-5  Feb 
(m.ob.);  and  singles  at  Townville,  SC 
5 Jan  (LK)  and  in  Walton,  GA  22-24 
Jan  (ph.  JH,  m.ob.).  Brant  have  been 
relatively  scarce  in  coastal  North 
Carolina  in  recent  -winters,  but  a 
count  of  250  in  Hatteras  Inlet  1 1 Feb 
(KK  et  al.)  was  respectable.  Hardly 
missed  now  in  winter  somewhere 
in  the  Region,  Cackling  Geese  were 
found  fwice,  in  North  Carolina:  3 at 
Morganton  12-18  Jan  (DM,  m.ob.) 
and  one  at  Salem  L.,  Winston-Salem 
20  Dec-mid-Jan  OoH,  m.ob.).  One 
of  the  highest  counts  of  Tundra  Swan  from 
the  inner  Coastal  Plain  was  2800  at  borrow  pit 
ponds  and  nearby  fields  in  e.  Edgecombe,  NC 
15  Jan  (RD).  The  male  Cinnamon  Teal  seen 
in  Nov  in  Clayton,  GA,  was  last  reported  10 
Feb  (CL,  m.ob.).  Making  a first  record  of  Eur- 
asian Wigeon  for  Alligator  River  N.WR.,  NC 
was  a male  7 Jan  (HL,  DC,  JP);  another  was 
at  New  Bern,  NC  8 Dec-1  Feb  (AG,  m.ob.). 
Two  Mottled  Ducks  were  photographed  near 
Eagle  I.,  Brunswick,  NC  31  Dec  (GM,  jrde  SC); 
the  state  still  has  fewer  than  ten  records  of  this 
increasing  species,  likely  from  the  introduced 
population  in  South  Carolina.  A Eurasian  Teal 
was  found  among  Green--winged  Teal  at  Alliga- 
tor River  N.WR.  4 Feb  (DC).  Very  rare  in  the 
mts.  of  North  Carolina  was  a Canvasback  at  the 
Sugar  Mountain  Ski  Resort,  Avery  4 Feb  (AI).  A 
few  inland  Greater  Scaup  were  found,  as  usual, 
with  the  best  counts  being  of  3 each  at  the  West 
Point  Dam,  Harris/Troup,  GA  1 Dec  (WC)  and 
at  L.  Lanier,  GA  9 Jan  QFl).  Large  numbers  of 
scaup,  essentially  all  Lesser  Scaup,  -winter  along 
the  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  coasts,  with  the 
highest  total  this  -winter  of  40,000  from  Tybee 
I.,  Chatham,  GA  25  Dec  QN).  A Common  Ei- 
der, very  rare  in  Georgia,  was  seen  at  Tybee  1.  4 
Dec  (ph.  CC).  Though  there  were  a few  reports 
along  the  Carolina  coast,  this  was  clearly  a poor 
-winter  for  Common  Eider  there,  perhaps  ow- 
ing to  the  warm  temperatures.  Missed  in  many 
recent  winters.  Harlequin  Duck  was  found 
this  -winter,  -with  3 at  Wrights-ville  Beach,  NC  5 
Jan-2  Feb  (BS,  AW,  m.ob.).  Quite  rare  in  -winter 
inland  were  single  Surf  Scoters  at  Skyland,  NC 
6 Jan  (WF)  and  near  Concord,  NC  13-15  Dec 
(RG,  m.ob.).  This  state  also  had  other  inland 
winter  scoters:  single  White-vAnged  Scoters  at 
Skyland  5 Jan  (WF,  VS)  and  at  L.  Tillery,  Stanly 
18  Feb  (RC  et  al.);  and  a Black  Scoter  at  Latta 
Nature  Preserve  near  Charlotte  16  Dec  (RC). 
Normally  found  in  single  digits  in  the  Region, 
good  coastal  counts  for  White-'winged  Scoters 
were  22  at  Wrights-ville  Beach,  NC  28  Jan  (TB) 
and  an  excellent  32  at  Tybee  I.  25  Dec  QN)- 
It  was  a quiet  -winter  for  Common  Goldeneye, 


with  the  peak  inland  count  of  just  3 birds.  No- 
table for  inland  Georgia  was  a Common  Mer- 
ganser in  Bartow  16  Dec  (JSp);  a tally  of  12,  all 
females,  was  excellent  for  coastal  North  Caro- 
lina on  the  North  R.,  Carteret  13  Dec  (DCh,  fide 
JF). 

The  increase  of  Wild  Turkey  across  the 
Region  has  been  explosive  in  some  areas,  in- 
cluding near  the  coast,  where  49  on  the  More- 
head  City,  NC  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  JF)  made  a 
remarkable  count;  the  species  was  essentially 
absent  on  that  count  only  a few  years  ago.  On 
the  other  hand.  Northern  Bobwhite  continues 
to  move  in  the  opposite  direction;  shockingly, 
the  statewide  Georgia  C.B.C.  total  was  just  10, 
a new  low  and  well  down  from  the  average 
from  the  past  five  years  of  65  (fide  RH).  Al- 
ways of  note  well  inland,  single  Red-throated 
Loons  were  observed  at  L.  Seminole,  Decatur, 
GA  4 Jan  (KB,  RB);  L.  Lanier,  GA  7 Jan-12  Feb 
(MM);  on  the  Southern  Lake  Norman  C.B.C., 
NC  18  Dec  (fide  TP);  and  on  Jordan  L.,  NC  7 
Jan  (PP).  No  longer  quite  boldface-able  in  the 
Region,  though  still  very  rare,  inland  Pacific 
Loons  were  observed  on  L.  Seminole  18  Jan 
(ph.  JFle,  TM)  and  on  L.  Julian,  Buncombe,  NC 
5-6  Jan  (WF).  The  species  is  somewhat  regular 
around  Wrightsville  Beach,  NC,  where  singles 
were  seen  31  Dec  (fide  SC),  2 Jan  (RD,  DC),  and 
26  Jan  (RC).  A count  of  750  Common  Loons 
about  20  km  offshore  of  Sapelo  and  Blackbeard 
Is.,  GA  25  Jan  (TK)  represents  a new  high  count 
for  that  state’s  offshore  waters.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  few  reports  along  and  near  the  North 
Carolina  coast,  single  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
good  finds  inland  at  L.  Brandt  near  Greensboro, 
NC  11-18  Dec  (HLi,  EL);  on  L.  Murray,  New- 
berry, SC  8 Jan  (IP);  at  the  Georgia  Mountain 
Fairgrounds,  Towns  11  Dec  QEl  EH);  ^nd  at 


Among  a handful  ef  isss’s  Geese  detected  in  the  Ssythern 
Atlantic  regien  in  winter  2011-2912  was  this  bird  in  Walton 
County,  Georgia  24  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Mark  McShans. 
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Common  Eider,  widely  reported  in  North  Carolina  in  some  recent 
winters,  is  still  quite  rare  in  Georgia,  so  this  bird  at  Tybee  Island, 
Greene  County,  Georgia  1 January  2012  was  very  noteworthy. 
Photograph  by  Cameron  Cox. 

L.  Seminole  4 Jan  (KB,  RB).  Eared  Grebes  in- 
land were  in  Dalton,  GA  15  Dec  (JSp)  and  at 
the  Plant  Scherer  Ash  Pond,  Monroe,  GA  6 Jan 
(KB,  RB),  where  2 were  observed.  The  last  spe- 
cies was  also  found  at  four  sites  along  the  North 
Carolina  coast,  with  a peak  of  2 at  Ft.  Fisher  2 
Feb  (GM). 

TUBENOSES  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

The  prize  of  the  season  was  an  ad.  Black- 
browed  Albatross  well  seen  and  photographed 
at  very  close  range  during  a pelagic  trip  out  of 
Flatteras,  NC  18  Feb  (ph.  Bob  Fogg,  BP  et  al). 
The  only  previous  Regional  record  was  of  2 
birds  seen  far  off  that  state’s  coast  19  Aug  1972 
(American  Birds  27:  739-740);  Virginia  has  two 
winter  records,  one  documented  with  photo- 
graphs. Somewhat  scarce  in  Regional  waters  in 
recent  years,  Northern  Fulmars  were  seen  on 
three  of  Patteson’s  pelagic  trips  off  Hatteras, 
with  a peak  of  10  birds  1 1 Feb  (BP  et  al).  Win- 
ter records  are  accumulating  for  Great  Shear- 
water, and  this  season,  there  were  two  reports 
off  North  Carolina:  one  seen  from  a research 
vessel  off  Brunswick  16  Feb  (BL,  EB)  and  2 off 
Hatteras  29  Dec  (BP  et  al).  Manx  Shearwater 
was  mostly  scarce,  but  a new  Georgia  high 
count  of  89  was  recorded  on  a pelagic  trip  off 
Chatham  15  Jan  (ph,  DV,  m.ob.);  and  whale 
survey  boats  recorded  the  following  totals  off 
that  state:  20  on  4 Jan,  45  on  6 Jan,  and  28  on 
25  Jan  (TK).  A few  Manx  were  seen  from  shore 
in  North  Carolina;  the  peak  pelagic  count  for 
that  state  was  15  seen  about  80  km  off  Oregon 
Inlet  15  Feb  (CV). 

Continuing  to  increase.  Wood  Storks  were 
seen  on  multiple  occasions  in  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  with  the  most  notable  report  in 
Georgia  being  10  in  inland  Bulloch  1 Dec  (CC) 
and  in  South  Carolina  5 inland  on  the  Santee 
N.WR.  22  Dec  (fide  DF).  Though  Northern 
Gannets  are  very  common  along  the  Region’s 
coast,  noteworthy  totals  were  4000  on  a pelagic 
trip  off  Hatteras  26  Feb  (BP  et  al.)  and  1000  off 
the  Georgia  coast  6 Jan  (TK).  Anhingas  used 


Marking  only  the  fifth  record  for  Georgia  was  this  coastal 
Black-headed  Gull  in  Chatham  County  12-29  (here  25) 
February  2012  and  later.  Photograph  by  Roy  Brown. 


to  be  very  rare  inland  in  North  Carolina  at  this 
season,  but  singles  were  found  at  Mattamus- 
keet  N.WR.  4 63:  29  Dec  QU.  in  n.  Durham 
18  Dec-15  Feb  (SW,  TKr,  Al),  and  along  the 
Roanoke  R.,  Northampton/Halijax  8 Jan  (RD). 
American  White  Pelicans  cannot  even  be  enu- 
merated inland  anymore,  much  less  along  the 
coast.  The  highest  inland  Georgia  counts  were 
51  seen  from  West  Point  Dam  1 Dec  (WC)  and 
21  at  L.  Carroll,  Carroll  19  Dec  (ST);  the  high- 
est coastal  count  in  that  state  was  191  on  the 
St.  Catherines  Island  C.B.C.  17  Dec.  Two  were 
rare  on  Harris  L.,  Wake,  NC  9 Dec  (SJ).  In  ad- 
dition, a few  Brown  Pelicans  were  found  in  in- 
land Georgia. 

Seldom  found  in  the  Region  in  winter,  a 
Least  Bittern  was  quite  unusual  at  Mattamus- 
keet  N.WR.  10  Feb  (LB,  IP,  RS,  JC).  The  Great 
White  Heron  found  along  the  Eno  R.  in  Dur- 
ham, NC  in  late  Nov  remained  through  1 Jan 
(BM).  Great  Egrets  are  no  longer  rare  in  some 
inland  areas  in  winter,  as  evidenced  by  a tally 
of  18  in  Clayton,  GA  1 Jan  (CL,  m.ob.).  Also 
no  longer  exceptional  in  winter,  a few  Reddish 
Egrets  were  found  along  the  coasts  of  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina.  On  the  other  hand.  Cattle 
Egrets  are  still  quite  rare  in  winter,  and  the 
species  was  found  at  three  Georgia  sites,  with 


a peak  of  15  at  the  Cobb  owl  fields,  Sumter  7 
Feb  (RBr)  and  at  two  e.  North  Carolina  sites. 
A Black-crowned  Night-Heron  in  Bartow,  GA 
12  Dec  (JSp)  made  a rare  winter  record  for  the 
Ridge  and  Valley  province.  Notable  ibis  records 
were  9 White  Ibis  in  Richmond,  GA  29  Jan  (LS) 
and  2 Glossy  Ibis  in  Carteret,  NC  early  Dec-8 
Jan  (JF  et  al).  As  with  Reddish  Egret  and  Wood 
Stork,  winter  sightings  of  Roseate  Spoonbills 
along  the  s.  coast  are  no  longer  exceptional;  a 
few  were  seen  at  Jekyll  L,  GA  and  at  Donnelly 
WM.A.,  SC  during  the  season. 

KITES  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  earliest  ever  Swallow-tailed  Kite  for  Geor- 
gia was  one  near  Brunswick  26  Feb  (BLa). 
Georgia  had  a record  number  of  Bald  Eagles  on 
its  C.B.C.s  this  season,  with  a total  of  1 1 1 birds; 
however,  this  number  pales  in  comparison  with 
the  numbers  now  in  winter  in  the  Carolinas, 
which  possess  much  more  extensive  estuarine 
habitats.  An  ad.  Northern  Goshawk  was  well 
photographed  at  Alligator  River  N.WR.,  NC  30 
Dec  (ph.  JL,  DC,  WI,  JK) — apparently  the  first 
photograph  of  a free-flying  bird  in  the  state, 
though  of  course  the  state  has  many  dozens  of 
reports.  North  Carolina  had  a handful  of  Gold- 
en Eagle  sightings,  all  from  the  Coastal  Plain, 
but  there  was  just  one  other  report,  of  one  seen 
migrating  northward  near  Red  Top  Mountain 
S.P,  Bartow,  GA  14  Feb  QM)-  The  resident  pair 


A record-setting  89  Manx  Shearwaters  were  seen  off  Chatham  County,  Georgia  15  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 
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of  Peregrine  Falcons  at  Buckhead,  Fulton,  GA 
was  seen  throughout  the  period  (CCr);  but 
there  were  only  two  other  well  inland  records 
for  the  species,  both  in  that  state.  Birders  drag- 
ging ropes  m Carteret,  NC  found  3 Yellow  Rails 
20  Dec  (SW  et  al).  Seldom  found  in  North 
Carolina  in  winter,  a Purple  Gallinule  was  at 
Alligator  River  N.WR.  25  Jan  (ph.  GH).  Sand- 
hill Crane  sightings  continue  to  increase  in  the 
Region,  and  North  Carolina  had  a remarkable 
six  records.  In  Georgia,  which  lies  along  the 
regular  migration  route,  notable  counts  were 
1500  over  Floyd  in  late  Jan  (MD)  and  1000  at 
L.  Allatoona  2 Dec  QG). 

The  Georgia  statewide  C.B.C.  total  of  5602 
Black-bellied  Plovers  more  than  doubled  the 
previous  high  count  and  included  a single- 
site count  of  3908  on  St.  Catherines  I.  17  Dec. 
Similarly,  an  amazing  8631  Semipalmated  Plo- 
vers were  counted  at  Cumberland  Island  N.S. 
12  Jan.  These  totals  are  perhaps  just  a result 
of  a warmer-than-usual  winter.  An  American 
Oystercatcher  on  Tybee  I.,  GA  in  late  Feb  (DiC, 
RBr)  had  been  banded  as  a chick  in  Maryland 
in  2003  and  was  previously  seen  on  Cedar 
Key,  FL  in  Nov  2011  (TK).  Spotted  Sandpip- 
ers far  inland,  very  rare  in  winter,  were  seen 
at  Pineville,  NC  26  Dec-8  Jan  (RC  et  al),  at 
the  Chattahoochee  River  National  Recreation 
Area  on  several  dates  (m.ob.),  in  Forsyth,  GA 
10  Dec  and  7 Jan  QFl),  in  Greene,  GA  8 Jan 
QH),  and  in  Dougherty,  GA  8 Feb  (TL,  WS). 
Perhaps  representing  a first  winter  Regional  re- 
cord, a Solitary  Sandpiper  was  photographed 
at  the  Congaree  Swamp,  SC  on  the  C.B.C.  18 
Dec  (ph.  JGreg).  The  midwinter  Georgia  coast- 
wide shorebird  survey  tallied  10  Long-billed 
Curlews  12  Jan;  this  may  be  the  rarest  regularly 
wintering  shorebird  species  along  the  Region’s 
coast.  South  Carolina’s  first  winter  record  of 
Hudsonian  Godwit,  thankfully  documented 
by  photographs,  was  at  Bear  Island  WM.A. 
24-29  Feb  (ph.  CM,  JC,  PS  et  al).  Most  Least 
Sandpipers  winter  near  the  coast;  thus,  notable 
inland  counts  were  up  to  23  at  Pineville,  NC 
throughout  the  period  (RC,  JLem,  TC,  m.ob.) 
and  12  near  Rocky  Mount,  NC  8 Jan+  (RD). 
Several  Dunlins  overwintered  in  Richmond,  GA 
(m.ob.),  and  one  was  in  Evans,  GA  9 Dec  (SB, 
BB);  and  a new  state  high  count  of  45,436  Dun- 
lins was  recorded  on  the  Georgia  coastwide 
survey  12  Jan.  Always  a rare  find  well  inland 
in  winter,  11  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  at 
Eufaula  N.WR.,  GA  12  Dec  (ES,  JT),  and  one 
was  somewhat  farther  inland  at  the  Cherokee 
Recreation  Area,  Lincoln,  GA  4 Dec  QFl,  EH). 
Not  surprisingly,  owing  to  warmer  offshore 
waters.  Red  Phalaropes  were  often  found  on 
pelagic  trips.  The  peak  counts  for  each  state 
were  724  off  Brunswick,  NC  18  Feb  (BL,  EB), 
92  off  Georgetown,  SC  14  Feb  (BL,  EB),  and 


107  off  Chatham,  GA  15  Jan 
(m.ob.).  This  species  is  seldom 
seen  from  shore  in  winter,  and 
thus  of  interest  were  flocks  of  1 1 
at  Wrightsville  Beach,  NC  28  Jan 
(TB)  and  of  12  on  the  St.  Cath- 
erines Island  C.B.C.  17  Dec. 

What  used  to  be  a routine 
winter  bird  on  North  Carolina 
pelagic  trips.  Black-legged  Kit- 
tiwake  is  now  infrequently  seen 
offshore.  The  only  winter  report 
from  that  state  was  one  photo- 
graphed at  Cape  Hatteras  Pt.  27 
Dec  (JLem).  A first-cycle  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  at  Hooper 
Res.,  Henry,  GA  1 Dec  (fide  CL) 
was  far  inland;  there  are  at  least 
five  other  well  inland  records  for 
that  state.  As  neither  North  Car- 
olina nor  South  Carolina  have 
inland  records  of  kittiwakes, 

Georgia’s  inland  birds  have  probably  come 
through  the  center  of  the  continent  and  strayed 
eastward,  rather  than  straying  westward  from 
the  Atlantic.  Black-headed  Gull  records  of 
interest  included  one  at  a wastewater  treat- 
ment plant  at  Pineville  8 Dec-8  Jan  (ph.  RC, 
TS  et  al),  just  the  3rd  for  the  North  Carolina 
Piedmont,  and  one  along  the  coast  in  Chatham 
12-29  Peb+  (ML-K,  NM),  Georgia’s  5th  state 
record.  Two  Little  Gulls  at  Wrightsville  Beach 
2 Jan  (GM)  were  quite  rare  that  far  s.  along  the 
coast.  The  first  inland  record  in  North  Carolina 
away  from  Wake  landfills,  a first-cycle  Thayer’s 
Gull  was  on  L.  Norman  near  Davidson  18-19 
Dec  (CT,  ph.  JLem,  m.ob.).  At  the  Region’s  best 
spot  for  the  species,  a Thayer’s  was  seen  at  Cape 
Hatteras  Pt.  15  Jan  (ML).  Despite  the  mild  win- 
ter, a few  Iceland  Gulls  were  seen  along  and 
just  off  the  North  Carolina  coast,  as  usual;  but 
2 at  a landfill  in  Horry,  SC  17  Jan  (ID)  were 
quite  notable  and  the  first  report  of  more  than 
a single  bird  in  that  state.  On  the  other  hand, 
mildness  of  the  winter  doesn’t  seem  to  matter 
for  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull;  numbers  of  this 
species  continue  to  sky-rocket,  and  150  count- 
ed on  a pelagic  trip  out  of  Hatteras  26  Feb  (BP 
et  al.)  was  impressive.  North  Carolina  had  three 
well-inland  counts  of  at  least  8 birds,  highlight- 
ed by  28  in  a mixed  gull  flock  in  Halifax  13 
Feb  (RD).  Single  Glaucous  Gulls  were  found  at 
landfills  well  inland  in  Wake,  NC  21  Jan  (DC, 
KF)  and  coastally  in  Horry,  SC  27  Feb  (CH).  In 
South  Carolina,  the  report  of  3 Common  Terns 
on  the  C.B.C.  at  Santee  N.WR.  22  Dec  prob- 
ably refers  to  Forster’s  Terns,  especially  as  the 
birds  were  inland.  Five  Forster’s  at  Sweetwater 
Creek  S.P.  4 Feb  (HD,  EP)  were  notable  for  the 
Georgia  Piedmont.  A Sandwich  Tern  at  Sun- 
set Beach,  NC  23  Jan  (GM)  was  extraordinary 


North  Topsail  Beach,  North  Carolina  turned  in  a count  of  more  than  2000  Razorbills 
in  mid-December  2011,  but  almost  as  remarkable  was  the  count  of  43  on  a pelagic 
trip  off  Chatham  County,  Georgia  IS  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Dan  Vickers. 


One  of  two  confirmed  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  region  in 
winter  2011-2012,  this  Black-chinned  Hummingbird  first 
discovered  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Glynn  County,  Georgia 
1 5 November  remained  until  at  least  25  February  (here). 
Photograph  by  Roy  Brown. 

so  late  in  the  winter  season.  A flock  of  2200 
Black  Skimmers  was  quite  impressive  for  the 
season  at  St.  Simons  L,  GA  5 Dec  (NF).  Two 
Great  Skuas  seen  during  a pelagic  trip  off  Hat- 
teras 18  Feb  and  2 on  26  Feb  e.  of  Avon  (BP  et 
al.)  made  the  only  reports  for  the  season.  Sight- 
ings of  Parasitic  Jaegers  from  shore,  all  along 
the  North  Carolina  coast,  were  up  this  season, 
and  an  excellent  6 were  counted  on  the  Bodie- 
Pea  Island  C.B.C.  28  Dec  (fide  PSy).  On  Georgia 
pelagic  trips,  there  were  two  reports  of  Parasitic 
Jaegers  and  one  of  Pomarine  Jaeger,  singles  in 
each  case.  It  was  a poor  year  for  Dovekie  sight- 
ings, likely  due  to  warmer-than-usual  waters 
offshore.  There  were  just  three  reports,  and 
only  one  from  a pelagic  trip,  where  just  a single 
was  seen  (26  Feb).  For  some  odd  reason,  there 
were  several  exceptional  Razorbill  counts  from 
the  s.  coastline  of  North  Carolina,  yet  relatively 
few  were  seen  along  the  Outer  Banks,  where 
most  are  normally  seen.  A tally  of  2180,  mostly 
in  flight,  off  North  Topsail  Beach  17  Dec  (RGa) 
was  stunning;  and  575+  were  noted  at  Wrights- 
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ville  Beach  2 Jan  (RD,  DC).  Of  course,  these 
types  of  numbers  never  reach  Georgia  waters, 
but  that  state  had  excellent  tallies  of  72  Razor- 
bills 20  km  off  Sapelo  and  Blackbeard  Is.  25  Jan 
(TK)  and  43  on  a pelagic  trip  out  of  Chatham 
15  Jan  (m.ob.).  How  did  these  counts  happen 
in  such  a mild  winter? 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAiBLERS 

Single  White-winged  Doves  were  found  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  SC  4 Jan  (ID);  on  the  Cum- 
berland I.,  GA  C.B.C.  17  Dec;  and  at  Savan- 
nah, GA  16  Jan-26  Feb  (SWa,  m.ob.).  Always 
an  excellent  find  in  the  Piedmont,  a Common 
Ground-Dove  was  seen  in  Greene,  GA  20  Dec, 
and  up  to  2 were  reported  there  until  at  least  2 
Jan  (m.ob.).  Part  of  a wddespread  invasion  s.  of 
typical  range,  a Snowy  Owl  was  photographed 
at  Hartsville,  SC  12  Jan  (KD,  fide  JGreg),  and 
another  was  found  moribund  in  Kershaw,  SC 
in  late  Feb  (fide  NS).  Though  some  Long-eared 
Owls  must  certainly  winter  in  each  state,  the 
species  is  very  tough  to  find.  North  Carolina 
had  two  reports,  oddly  close  to  the  coast:  one 
was  found  roosting  in  an  area  of  thick,  young 
pines  at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret  4-20  Dec 
OF  MG),  a first  record  for  that  well-worked 
county;  the  other  was  seen  perched  on  a guard- 
rail along  US-264  in  ne.  Hyde  4 Feb  (DC). 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  also  winter  in  each 
state  and  are  also  tough  to  find;  singles  were 
banded  in  Lamar,  GA  2 & 4 Dec  (ph.  CMu, 
KG,  PM)  and  heard  at  Bodie  I.,  NC  3 Dec 
QLem).  Another  secretive  species,  an  Eastern 
Whip-poor-will  was  seen  on  the  St.  Catherines 
Island  C.B.C.  17  Dec.  An  apparent  Common 
Nighthawk  seen  over  a tennis  court  in  Aiken, 
SC  12  Dec  (PSt)  was  incredibly  late  and  fur- 
nished one  of  the  few  Regional  winter  records; 
other  species  of  nighthawk  are  potential  win- 
ter visitors  and  should  be 
conclusively  ruled  out  in 
all  such  reports.  A Buff- 
bellied  Hummingbird,  al- 
ready banded  and  presum- 
ably a returning  individual, 
was  seen  at  a residence  on 
Jekyll  I.,  GA  from  mid-Oct 
through  21  Jan  (fide  Geor- 
gia R.B.A.).  Black-chinned 
Hummingbird  was  reported 
twice,  both  coastally;  one 
was  banded  at  St.  Simons 
I.,  GA  15  Nov  and  remained 
until  at  least  25  Feb  (m.ob.), 
and  another  visited  a feeder 
in  Wilmington,  NC  6 Jan-2 
Feb  (BS,  GM,  AW,  m.ob.). 

Both  of  the  super-rare  hum- 
mingbirds in  North  Carolina 
in  late  fall  remained  into 


winter:  the  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at  New  Bern 
until  17  Jan  (IP),  the  Allen’s  Hummingbird 
near  Conover  until  19  Dec  (DM,  m.ob.).  With 
the  usual  Ruby-throated  and  Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds, North  Carolina  thus  had  five  spe- 
cies of  hummingbirds  this  winter.  An  excellent 
total  of  45  Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers  was 
recorded  on  the  Piedmont-Rum  Creek  C.B.C., 
GA  19  Dec.  Though  the  species  is  faring  well 
on  many  or  most  large  managed  areas,  thanks 
to  active  management,  it  continues  to  dwindle 
in  areas  away  from  such  places,  and  numbers 
from  managed  areas  can  give  a false  impression 
that  numbers  of  this  woodpecker  are  trending 
upward. 

The  Vermilion  Flycatcher  in  McIntosh,  GA 
seen  in  the  fall  was  last  seen  alive  18  Dec  (PM) 
but  sadly  found  dead  the  next  day  (BC).  For- 
merly casual  in  the  Region,  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher is  now  seen  each  fall/winter,  though 
the  only  report  this  season  was  one  just  w.  of 
L.  Phelps,  NC  14  (EC)  & 30  Dec  (fide  DLeQ). 
This  same  area  had  the  only  seasonal  report  of 
Western  Kingbird,  where  3 (all  different?)  were 
found  on  C.B.C.  at  Pettigrew  S.P  30  Dec  (fide 
DLeQ).  A Loggerhead  Shrike  was  e.  of  usual 
range  at  Open  Grounds  Farm  in  Carteret  20 
Dec  (EE  et  al).  Seldom  found  in  the  mts.  in 
vAnter,  a White-eyed  Vireo  was  at  Henderson- 
ville, NC  1 Jan  (RC,  RSe  et  al).  At  the  other  end 
of  the  Region,  a flock  of  22  Horned  Larks  was 
seen  at  Glennville,  Tattnall,  GA  17  Jan  (GW), 
an  excellent  count  for  the  lower  Coastal  Plain 
of  that  state.  Not  surprisingly,  considering  the 
mild  winter,  the  first  Purple  Martin  arrived 
before  Feb,  at  Albany,  GA  28  Jan  (LG).  Like- 
wise, 6 Tree  Swallows  in  Gordon,  GA  12  Feb 
(KB,  NF,  JM)  set  a new  early  date  for  the  Ridge 
and  Valley  region.  Was  a Tree  Swallow  in  that 
states  Piedmont  in  Clayton  27  Jan  (TLau)  also 


extremely  early,  or  was  it  lingering  late?  Seldom 
found  in  the  Region  in  Jan,  3 Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows  were  in  Cobb,  GA  3 Jan  (DH, 
MW),  and  another  was  at  Shamrock  Res., 
Clayton,  GA  28  Jan  (m.ob.).  Quite  early  for  the 
mts.  was  a Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  in 
Henderson,  NC  26  Feb  (WF,  RSe). 

As  the  fall  was  a poor  one  for  Red-breasted 
Nuthatch,  it  was  no  surprise  that  hardly  any 
were  seen  this  season,  except  at  their  usual 
haunts  in  the  mountains.  One  suspects  that 
the  20+  observed  on  Roan  Mt.,  NC  18  Dec 
and  7 Feb  (RK)  were  local  birds.  Two  Marsh 
Wrens  were  in  the  Piedmont  in  Clayton,  GA  1 
Jan  (BL).  Despite  the  mild  winter.  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatchers  were  not  vAdely  reported  farther 
n.  than  usual,  though  a few  were  in  Georgia’s 
upper  Piedmont,  and  an  excellent  tally  of  16 
was  on  the  Mattamuskeet  N.WR.  C.B.C.  29 
Dec  (fide  AB).  A good  total  of  215  American 
Pipits  was  recorded  at  Glennville,  Tattnall,  GA 
17  Feb  (PMo,  GW).  Always  exciting  inland, 
single  Snow  Buntings  were  found  at  two  North 
Carolina  sites:  near  Rocky  Mount  8 Jan  (RD) 
and  in  the  parking  areas  surrounding  the  Low- 
es Motor  Speedway  near  Concord  14-16  Dec 
QB,  MMcC,  WSt).  A Snow  Bunting  in  Georgia 
caused  great  excitement,  found  on  Tybee  L, 
11-29  Jan  (ph.  DiC,  m.ob.).  Quite  rare  in  the 
mts.  was  a Lapland  Longspur  on  Bearwallow 
Mt.,  Henderson,  NC  26  Feb  (NG,  SCI);  the  only 
other  winter  report  was  of  one  in  Horry,  SC  16 
Jan  (STh). 

Ovenbirds  winter  sparingly  as  far  n.  along 
the  coast  as  Cape  Hatteras,  but  one  at  a feeder 
on  the  Kitty  Hawk  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  PE,  LY) 
was  less  expected.  A few  years  ago.  Northern 
Waterthrushes  were  exceptional  in  winter,  but 
this  season,  there  were  four  reports!  A first  vAn- 
ter  record  of  Northern  Waterthrash  from  the 
Georgia  Piedmont  was  in  DeKalb 
15-18  Feb  (ph.  NF,  JMa).  Three 
waterthrushes  were  seen  togeth- 
er at  GlennAlle,  Tattnall  23  Dec 
(PMo,  GW),  with  2 there  21  Jan 
(m.ob.);  and  one  was  in  Hous- 
ton 15  Jan  QFl).  Farther  n.,  one 
was  seen  at  Magnolia  Plantation, 
Charleston,  SC  12-15  Jan  (ID, 
m.ob.),  for  one  of  the  few  winter 
records  in  that  state.  Without  a 
photograph,  a midwinter  report 
of  Tennessee  Warbler  would  be 
easily  dismissed  as  an  Orange- 
crowned  Warbler.  But  one  was  in- 
deed caught  on  film,  also  at  Mag- 
nolia Plantation,  near  Charleston 
9-12  Jan  (ph.  ID,  m.ob.);  this  is 
that  state’s  first  winter  record  and 
the  2nd  ever  in  winter  for  the 
Carolinas.  Another  Tennessee 


This  Green-tailed  Towhee,  Georgia's  second  ever,  was  found  in  Greene  County  during  the  Lake  Oconee 
Christmas  Bird  Count  20  December  and  was  seen  through  6 (here  1 ) January  201 2.  Photograph  by  Linda  Liu. 
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This  Snow  Bunting  on  Tybee  Island,  Chatham  County,  Georgia  was  present  11-29 
(here  131  January  2012  and  drew  many  admirers.  Photograph  by  Richard  Hall. 


Warbler  was  found  freshly  dead  in  downtown 
Atlanta  2 Dec  (SBa),  possibly  a late  departing 
migrant.  On  the  other  hand,  Nashville  Warbler 
routinely  straggles  into  winter,  though  it  is  still 
a notable  find.  One  was  visiting  an  oriole  feeder 
on  Talahi  L,  Chatham,  GA  12-19  Feb  (ph.,  fide 
DiC).  Farther  n.  were  individuals  on  the  cause- 
way at  Mattamuskeet  N.WR.  20  Dec  (DHu) 
and  in  Craven,  NO  20  Jan  (MG).  Very  rare  in 
winter,  an  American  Redstart  was  found  in 
coastal  Pender,  NC  18  Dec  (fide  AWo),  and  as 
many  as  2 were  at  Savannah  N.WR.,  Jasper,  SC 
2 Jan-5  Feb  (MS,  LM,  SB);  the  latter  represents 
one  of  just  a few  winter  records  for  that  state. 
Another  warbler  routinely  found  somewhere 
in  the  Region  each  winter,  a Cape  May  War- 
bler was  at  a feeder  in  Winston-Salem,  NC  28 
Jan+  0Sc).  A few  Northern  Paralas  were  seen: 
in  the  foothills  at  Greenville,  SC  11  Dec  (ph. 
BD);  at  New  Bern,  NC  14  Dec-20  Jan  (MG); 
and  in  North  Carolina  on  the  Greenville  C.B.C. 
18  Dec  (fide  VP).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  was  re- 
portedly photographed  at  Huntington  Beach, 
SC  26  Dec;  this  would  represent  a first  winter 
record  for  the  Region.  Definitely  documented 
by  photographs  was  a male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  at  Leicester,  Buncombe,  NC  31 
Jan  (ph.  DJ) — a first  winter  record  for  that 
state’s  mountain  region.  Wilson’s  Warblers  were 
noted  at  New  Bern  19  Dec-20  Jan  (MG,  SW), 
at  Ocmulgee  National  Monument,  Bibb,  GA  1 
Dec  QFle),  aitd  at  Chehaw  Park,  Lee,  GA  15  Jan 
(ph.  DFr).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  in  Lib- 
erty, GA  2 Dec  (NJ). 


TOWHEES  THROUGH  FIUCHES 

The  bird  of  the  winter  for  Geor- 
gia was  its  2nd  Green-taiied 
Towhee.  It  was  found  in  Greene 
during  the  Lake  Oconee  C.B.C. 
20  Dec  (RCa,  SH,  JMcN,  ph.  LL) 
and  was  last  reported  6 Jan.  A 
Carolina  Bird  Club  expedition 
to  flush  Bachman’s  Sparrows  was 
quite  successful,  with  8 found 
at  Holly  Shelter  Game  Land, 
Pender,  NC  27  Jan  QF  et  al). 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  continue 
to  increase  as  winter  visitors/ 
residents.  Singles  were  found  at 
four  sites  in  the  North  Carolina 
Coastal  Plain  and  at  one  site  in 
Georgia,  in  the  Piedmont  in 
Oconee  24  Dec  (ph.  JW).  Grass- 
hopper Sparrows  winter  secre- 
tively over  much  of  the  Region, 
mostly  in  the  Coastal  Plain;  this 
season  saw  one  Piedmont  report 
in  Georgia  and  three  in  the  Re- 
gion’s Coastal  Plain:  at  two  sites 
in  North  Carolina  and  one  in 
Georgia,  where  a good  tally  of 
4 birds  was  seen  at  Quitman  Farm,  Brooks  8 
Jan  (DG).  Henslow’s  Sparrows  mainly  winter 
in  Longleaf  Pine  savannas  or  grassy  powerline 
cuts,  and  they  are  normally  are  found  only 
with  a purposeful  search.  Such  was  the  case  at 
the  Wade  Tract  of  Tall  Timbers  Research  Sta- 
tion, Thomas,  GA,  where  10  were  noted  19  Jan 
(ESc).  Diligent  birders  found  them  also  at  two 
North  Carolina  sites  near  the  coast  and  at  one 
site  in  South  Carolina.  The  species  winters  as 
far  n.  as  Croatan  N.E,  NC,  where  up  to  2 were 
seen  3-21  Dec  (SW,  MMcC,  DMcC).  Nearly 
as  secretive  as  Henslow’s  Sparrows,  but  more 
often  wintering  in  loose  “colonies,”  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  are  possibly  increasing  as  winter- 
ing birds,  or  perhaps  more  birders  are  seeking 
and  finding  them.  They  were  seen  at  numer- 
ous sites  in  the  Coastal  Plain  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  The  most  notable  records  were  2 
far  inland  near  Gastonia,  NC  17  Dec  (fide  STr), 
with  one  noted  until  8 Jan  (MMcC);  at  least  11 
at  North  River  Farms,  Carteret  during  the  pe- 
riod, with  5 first  seen  4 Dec  QF,  SW);  3 at  Bodie 
L,  Dare,  NC  1 Jan  (SS);  4 at  New  Bern,  NC  20 
Jan  (MG);  4 on  the  Floyd  C.B.C.,  GA  30  Dec 
(SBl,  CS);  5 in  Macon,  GA  6 Jan  (KB,  RKe);  and 
up  to  4 in  McIntosh,  GA  throughout  the  period 
(m.ob.).  Georgia  had  a new  statewide  C.B.C. 
high  total  of  203  Fox  Sparrows,  including  55 
on  the  Chattahoochee  N.E  count  18  Dec;  and 
an  excellent  one-day  count  of  52  came  from 
Beaverdam  WM.A.,  Laurens  and  Wilkinson,  GA 
14  Jan  (CG).  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  sightings  long 
ago  became  so  numerous  that  only  summaries 


could  be  made,  and  that  continues  now,  as  the 
species  is  a regular  winter  resident  over  most  of 
the  Region’s  Coastal  Plain,  found  sparingly  into 
the  Piedmont  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
Winter  records  from  the  Piedmont  are  always 
of  interest:  singles  were  in  Orange,  NC  25  Dec 
(AT);  at  Winston-Salem  3 Feb  (NG);  on  the 
Floyd,  C.B.C.,  GA  30  Dec;  and  in  Fulton,  GA 
27  Feb  (ph.  PA,  m.ob.).  A Dark-eyed  Junco  x 
White-throated  Sparrow  hybrid  was  photo- 
graphed in  Cherokee,  GA  4 Feb  (VD). 

Not  surprisingly  in  a mild  winter,  a few 
tanagers  were  found,  mainly  at  feeders,  as  ex- 
pected. A female  Summer  Tanager  returned  to 
a feeder  in  Wilmington,  NC  in  Nov  and  contin- 
ued through  25  Feb  (AW);  and  an  ad.  male  was 
seen  during  the  Raleigh  C.B.C.  for  the  2nd  year 
in  a row  17  Dec  (SHa).  Single  Western  Tanagers 
were  reported  at  feeders  near  Pinehurst,  Moore, 
NC  5-11  Jan  (MLud,  MMcC,  JLem,  m.ob.); 
at  Myrtle  Beach,  SC  23-24  Jan  (S&PT);  at 
Gloucester,  Carteret,  NC  in  Feb  (Jide  JF);  and  in 
Durham,  NC  10-23  Feb  (SW,  NFl).  Slightly  rar- 
er than  a wintering  tanager  is  a wintering  gros- 
beak; this  winter,  single  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  located  at  Savannah  N.WR.,  SC 
10  Jan-mid-Jan  (SB,  CR,  m.ob.)  and  in  Fulton, 
GA  1 Feb  (NF).  Single  Indigo  Buntings  were 
seen  on  the  Rocky  Mount  C.B.C.,  NC  16  Dec 
(fide  BBo)  and  at  the  Johnson  Ferry  Unit  of  the 
Chattahoochee  River  Natural  Recreation  Area, 
GA  7 Jan  (BDr).  There  were  a few  records  of 
Painted  Buntings  and  Dickcissels  across  the  Re- 
gion, but  all  were  of  single  birds.  Though  many 
birders  have  spent  hours  going  through  large 
blackbird  flocks  looking  for  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds,  only  a few  succeed.  One  was  at  Po- 
cosin  Lakes  N.WR.,  Hyde,  NC  23  Feb  (RC)  and 
another  in  Lee,  GA  5 Feb  0F1).  Rusty  Blackbird 
was  seen  a few  times  in  good  numbers,  with 
peak  counts  of  400  during  the  Piedmont-Rum 
Creek  C.B.C.,  GA  19  Dec  and  500+  at  Lake 
Conestee  Nature  Park,  Greenville,  SC  12  Dec 
(PS).  Brewer’s  Blackbirds,  which  winter  regu- 
larly at  scattered  sites  in  Georgia,  were  reported 
from  Gordon,  Bartow,  Walton,  Greene,  Henry, 
Muscogee,  and  Laurens',  the  highest  count  was 
25  in  Bartow  12  Feb  (KB,  NF,  JM).  North  Caro- 
lina had  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  Henderson  and 
at  the  state’s  only  regular  wintering  site  in  Cart- 
eret. Bullock’s  Oriole  was  found  only  once  this 
season:  a male  and  a female  in  Hemingway,  SC 
from  late  Nov  through  late  Feb  QCh).  After 
the  dismal  fall  season  for  “winter  finches,”  it 
was  no  surprise  that  the  winter  season  was  a 
bust  for  these  species.  Purple  Finches  and  Pine 
Siskins  were  very  scarce,  about  as  rare  as  they 
have  been  in  the  Region  in  recent  decades.  As 
with  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  Pine  Siskins 
stayed  in  the  mountains.  Some  170+  siskins 
and  9 Red  Crossbills  were  on  Roan  Mt.,  NC  18 
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Dec  (RK,  DK),  likely  mostly  resident  birds.  The 
only  winter  finch  record  of  note  was  a Com- 
mon Redpoll  at  a feeder  in  Winston-Salem  in 
mid-Jan  (MSp.JtdeJWa). 

Cited  observers:  Patrick  Addy  Stephen  Bar- 
low  (SBa),  Sandy  Beasley  Thierry  Besangon, 
Sterling  Blanchard  (SBl),  Ken  Blankenship, 
Brian  Bockhahn  (BBo),  John  Bonestell,  Eric 
Bowles,  Brenda  Brannen,  Roy  Brown  (RBr), 
Allen  Bryan,  Lewis  Burke,  Rebecca  Byrd,  Derb 
Carter,  Rachel  Cass  (RCa),  Dennis  Chadwick 
(DCh),  Walt  Chambers,  Jay  Chandler  OCh), 
Diana  Churchill  (DiC),  Bob  Churi,  Ron  Clark, 
Sarah  Clark  (SCI),  Tom  Clark,  Jeff  Click,  Sam 
Cooper,  Ed  Corey,  Cameron  Cox,  Carl  Crow- 
ley (CCr),  Brad  Dalton,  Ian  Davies,  Heather 
Davis,  Ricky  Davis,  Vicki  DeLoach,  Marion 
Dobbs,  Bruce  Dralle  (BDr),  Kellie  Dudley, 
Elisa  Enders,  Peggy  Eubank,  Nathan  Farnau, 
Kent  Fiala,  Nick  Flanders  (NFl),  James  Fleul- 
lan  (JFle),  Jim  Flynn  QFl),  Dennis  Forsythe, 
Wayne  Forsythe,  Don  Freeman  (DFr),  John 
Fussell,  Ross  Gallardy  (RGa),  Al  Gamache,  Na- 
than Gatto,  Cliff  Gibbons,  Robert  Gilson,  Matt 


Gould,  Johnnie  Greene,  John  Grego  QGreg), 
Krista  Gridley  Larry  Gridley  Deborah  Grimes, 
John  Haire  QoH),  Richard  Hall,  Jim  Hanna,  Sue 
Harvey  (SHa),  David  Hedeen,  Chris  Hill,  Steve 
Holzman,  Earl  Horn,  Greg  Hudson,  Daniel 
Hueholt  (DHu),  Wayne  Irvin,  Ali  lyoob,  Nicole 
Janke,  Doug  Johnston,  Susan  Jones,  Rebecca 
Kerimbaev  (RKe),  Tim  Keyes,  David  Kirschke, 
Kyle  Kittelberger,  Rick  Knight,  Linda  Kolb, 
Tom  Krakauer  (TKr),  Joan  Kutulas,  Carol 
Lambert,  Tod  Lanier,  Tom  Laubenthal  (TLau), 
Bill  Laws  (BLa),  Harry  LeGrand,  Jeff  Lemons 
(JLem),  Maureen  Leong-Kee  (ML-K),  Doug 
LeQuire,  Jeff  Lewis,  Elizabeth  Link,  Henry 
Link  (HLi),  Linda  Liu,  Bill  Lotz,  Marjorie  Lud- 
wig (MLud),  Mikey  Lutmerdiing,  Jeff  Madsen 
0Ma),  Bill  Majaros,  Nicholas  Martens,  Dwayne 
Martin,  Greg  Massey  David  McCloy  (DMcC), 
Mike  McCloy  (MMcC),  Trey  McCuen,  Patty 
McLean,  Joel  McNeal,  Mark  McShane,  Cathy 
Miller,  Pete  Moore  (PMo),  Lauren  Morgens, 
Jan  Mouro  QMo),  Charlie  Muise  (CMu),  James 
Neves,  Eddie  Owens,  Veronica  Pantelidis,  Inge 
Parker,  Brian  Patteson,  Peter  Perlman,  Taylor 
Piephoff,  Jeff  Pippen,  Evan  Pitman,  Irvin  Pitts, 


Carroll  Richard,  Chuck  Saleeby  Tom  Sand- 
ers, Matt  Sarver,  Wayne  Schaffner,  Jennifer 
Schrand,  John  Schultz  QSc),  Elliott  Schunke 
(ESc),  Ron  Selvey  (RSe),  Paul  Serridge,  Steve 
Shultz,  Roger  Smith,  Bruce  Smithson,  Eric 
Soehren,  Mary  Spears  (MSp),  Josh  Spence 
(jSp),  Lois  Stacey,  Peter  Stangel  (PSt),  Vin 
Stanton,  Will  Stuart  (WSt),  Nate  Swick,  Paul 
Sykes  (PSy),  Chris  Talkington,  Stanley  Tate, 
Stephen  Thomas  (STh),  Andrew  Thornton, 
Steve  Tracey  (STr),  John  Trent,  Sharon  & Phil 
Turner  (S&PT),  Dan  Vickers,  Christopher  Vo- 
gel, Steve  Wagner  (SWa),  Judy  Walker  QWa), 
Meg  Walker,  John  Whigham,  Gene  Wilkinson, 
Amy  Williamson,  Scott  Winton,  Andy  Wood 
(AWo),  Lee  Yoder.  ^ 
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J Florida 


Dry  Torlugas  NP  « 

* Key  Wesi 

Bruce  H.  Anderson 


The  drought  of  late  summer  through  fall 
2011  continued  well  throughout  the 
winter  over  much  of  the  state.  With  a 
shift  in  the  jet  stream,  low  pressure  was  able  to 
reach  farther  into  the  state,  and  northern  Flor- 
ida received  some  much-needed  rain.  Tem- 
peratures were  the  mildest  of  the  past  three 
winters,  with  hard  freezes  reaching  only  as  far 
south  as  Ocala,  Marion  County.  Warmer  tem- 
peratures than  usual  prevailed  in  January  and 
February,  and  wintering  species  such  as  Ameri- 
can Robins,  Cedar  Waxwings,  and  American 
Goldfinches  appeared  to  be  lower  in  numbers 
than  in  recent  years.  It  was  a good  season  for 
vagrants,  especially  from  the  West. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  big  bend  (the 
part  of  Florida  from  the  Apalachicola  R.  and 
through  Jefferson)-,  FLMNH  (Florida  Museum 
of  Natural  History,  Gainesville);  FO.S.R.C. 
(Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Com- 
mittee); L.  Apopka  (Lake  Apopka  Restoration 
Area,  Orange  unless  otherwise  stated);  pan- 
handle (that  part  of  Florida  from  the  Apala- 
chicola R.  through  Escambia)',  Paynes  Prairie 
(Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  S.P.,  Alachua)',  record 
(only  those  reports  verifiable  from  photograph, 
videotape,  or  specimen  evidence);  report  (any 
observation);  S.T.A.  (Stormwater  Treatment 
Area);  S.T.E  (Spray  Treatment  Fields);  UCF 
(University  of  Central  Florida,  Orlando);  Viera 
Wetlands  (Ritch  Grissom  Memorial  Wetlands, 
Viera,  Brevard). 

WmiRFOWL THROUGH  HAWKS 

Five  hundred  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at  T. 
M.  Goodwin  Waterfowl  Management  Area, 
Brevard  8 Dec  (Phyllis  Mansfield)  was  a recent 
high  number  for  this  species.  With  populations 
as  close  to  Florida  as  Costa  Rica,  a White- 


faced Whistling-Duck  at  S.T.A. 
5,  Hendry  14  Jan  (ME  et  al.)  was 
the  Florida’s  9th  since  1998,  but 
as  with  the  others,  provenance  is 
an  issue.  Geese  showed  poorly  in 
the  fall  but  slightly  better  in  win- 
ter, with  2 Greater  White-fronteds 
at  Port  St.  Joe,  Gulf  28  Dec  (C.B.C. 
data),  7 at  Orange  L.,  Alachua  30 
Jan+  (Chris  Burney,  JoH  et  al), 
and  5 at  Myakka  River  S.E,  Sara- 
sota from  fall  through  2 Dec  (El- 
liot & Lesley  Smith).  Only  6 Snow 
Geese,  all  white  morphs,  were 
claimed  at  six  locations,  the  south- 
ernmost in  Hendry  31  Dec  (PM). 
The  rarest  goose  sighting  was  of 
3 Brants  in  flight  over  Little  Big 
Econ  S.F,  Seminole  29  Dec  (Lome 
Malo);  there  are  fewer  than  five  inland  reports 
for  Florida.  The  800+  Gadwalls  at  L.  Apopka 
16  Dec  (HR)  was  the  largest  concentration  of 
this  local  but  ever-increasing  species  in  Flori- 
da. Eurasian  Wigeons  put  on  quite  a show  this 
winter:  one  male  was  at  STA  IE,  Palm  Beach 
4 Feb  (C.  Weber  et  al.),  while  the  3 males  re- 
ported in  fall  at  Merritt  Island  N.WR.,  Brevard 
fall  2011  increased  to  7 by  28  Jan  (PEL,  ESB, 
DoG  et  al).  Several  searches  there  for  female 
Eurasians  were  fraitless,  but  a male  Eurasian 
Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  hybrid  remained 
28  Jan-4  Feb  (ESB,  PEL,  ph.  Danny  Bales, 
m.ob.).  Gochfeld  counted  3600  American  Wi- 
geons in  one  pond  at  Merritt  Island  N.WR.  29 
Jan,  a high  number  for  the  e.  United  States.  An- 
other good  showing  was  7 Cinnamon  Teal  in 
total  for  the  season,  singles  at  locations  ranging 
from  Taminco  Sanctuary,  Santa  Rosa  14-21  Feb 
(Les  Kelly  et  al.)  s.  to  S.T.A.  5 (ME  et  al.)  28 
Jan-4  Feb.  A recent  high  state  count  was  a total 
of  9300  Redheads  at  four  locations  in  Pasco, 
Pinellas,  and  Hillsborough  QiW,  EK,  DGa  et  al, 
EP  et  al).  The  first  King  Eider  verified  since 
1981  was  an  imm.  male  at  Pensacola  Beach,  Es- 
cambia and  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  21-26  Dec; 
it  was  found  dead  on  the  last  date  (Ryan  Col- 
burn, AW,  m.ob.,  *FLMNH);  most  of  Florida’s 


King  Eiders  have  been  found  along  the  Gulf 
coast.  The  only  report  of  a Common  Eider  was 
at  St.  Augustine  Beach,  St.  Johns  8 Dec  (Diane 
Reed  et  al).  Scoters  were  relatively  scarce  on 
both  coasts  except  for  26  Black  Scoters  off  Or- 
mond-By-The-Sea,  Volusia  3 Dec  (MBr).  Lone, 
rare  White-winged  Scoters  were  observed  at 
Port  St.  Joe  28  Dec  (C.B.C.),  Ponce  de  Leon 
Inlet,  Volusia  13  Jan  (MBr),  and  Miami  17  Dec 
(Jose  Barros).  Single  Long-tailed  Ducks  visited 
each  coast  at  Cedar  Key,  Levy  22  Jan  QuW) 
and  along  the  Courtney  Campbell  Causeway, 
Hillsborough/Pinellas  21  Feb+  (Jim  Boone  et 
al).  Buffleheads  were  widespread,  with  3 s. 
at  Captiva  I.,  Lee  3 Dec+  (Vince  McGrath). 
Reaching  s.  to  the  cen.  peninsula  were  single 
Common  Goldeneyes  at  Cocoa  Beach,  Brevard 
17  Dec  (fide  DF),  Clermont,  Lake  1-5  Jan  (JoS, 
Tom  Ford),  Sarasota  7-8  Jan  (BaR  et  al),  and 
Windermere,  Orange  2-23  Feb  QT,  JoS).  Ruddy 
Duck  numbers  were  high  at  L.  Apopka  again 
this  season,  with  23,500  counted  8 Jan  (HR). 

Five  Red-throated  Loons  were  observed, 
with  reports  from  both  n.  coasts  (MBr,  Cam- 
eron Cox,  JMu),  but  the  only  Pacific  Loons 
were  singles  at  Fort  Pickens,  Gulf  Islands  N.S., 
Escambia  15  Jan  (AlH,  Alicia  Gerrety)  and  on 
the  Halifax  R.,  Volusia  2 Jan  (ph.  Don  Chalf- 
ant).  The  cause  for  a die-off  of  Common  Loons 
in  Volusia  remains  unknown;  52  were  brought 
into  Marine  Science  Center,  Ponce  Inlet  for 
rehabilitation  26  Nov-25  Dec  (MBr).  Usu- 
ally, Horned  Grebes  are  rare  along  the  coasts 
of  the  s.  peninsula;  this  winter  brought  high 
numbers  s.  and  inland,  with  one  found  off 
Old  Ingraham  Hwy,  Everglades  N.R,  Miami- 
Dade  19  Dec  QHB).  A rare  Eared  Grebe  visited 
L.  Juliana,  Polk  16  Dec  (PF).  Five  ad.  and  14 
imm.  American  Flamingos  enlivened  L.  In- 
graham, Everglades  N.E,  Monroe  22  Jan  (Au- 
drey Whitlock  et  al).  Generally,  procellariids 
were  scarce,  -with  all  reports  this  season  from 
Michael  Brothers:  one  Cory’s  Shearwater  80 
km  off  Palm  Coast,  Flagler  30  Dec,  one  Great 
Shearwater  off  Ormond-By-The-Sea  3 Dec, 
and  15  Manx  Shearwaters  18-24  km  off  Du- 
val/Nassau 5 Feb.  A Brovra  Booby  visited  Palm 


Lake  Ingraham,  Everglades  Natiotral  Park,  Monrse  County,  Florida  hosted  19  American  Flamingos  22  January  2012. 
Photograph  by  Min  Dm. 
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At  least  IS  Manx  Shearwaters,  making  the  highest  count  ever  in  Florida,  were  documented  off 
Duval  County  and  Nassau  County  S February  2012.  Photographs  by  Michael  Brothers. 


Coast  30  Dec  (MBr  et  al).  The  big  news  this 
winter,  at  least  4 Neotropic  Cormorants  were 
documented  at  Wakodahatchee  Wetlands, 
Palm  Beach  23  Jan,  where  one  ad.  Neotropic 
attended  a juv.  that  may  have  been  a hybrid 
with  Double-crested  Cormorant  (A.  Bondi  et 
al,  Mark  Berney);  if  accepted,  this  represents 
a hrst  breeding  for  Neotropic  in  Florida.  An 
imm.  Great  Cormorant  was  far  s.  at  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  S.P.,  Miami-Dade  28  Dec+  (RD, 
m.ob.).  In  Orange,  22  Brown  Pelicans  at  Lake 
Buena  Vista  and  5 at  Windermere  21  Jan  (JT  et 
al.)  were  high  inland  counts;  Brown  Pelicans, 
which  have  bred  a two  inland  sites  in  Florida, 
have  been  suspected  of  breeding  in  that  imme- 
diate area.  White-faced  Ibis  were  identified  at 
St.  Marks  N.W.R.,  Wakulla  28  Jan  (3;  JMu)  and 
L.  Apopka  1 1 Dec-10  Feb  (one;  HR).  With  Ro- 
seate Spoonbills  breeding  n.  to  St.  Augustine, 
it  was  not  surprising  that  34  were  counted  at 
Jacksonville,  Duval  26  Dec  (Anne  Turner). 

The  earliest  Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  over 
Merritt  I.  15  Feb  (DF).  Florida’s  endangered 
White-tailed  Kites  were  found  at  Devils  Garden 
Bird  Park,  Hendry  13  Dec  (ME);  near  S.T.A.  5 
on  17  Dec  and  14  Jan  (ME  et  al);  and  along 
Research  Rd.,  Everglades  N.R,  Miami-Dade  2 
Jan  (RD).  A Snail  Kite  at  Rodman  Res.,  Ocala 
N.F,  Putnam  19  Jan  Qudy  Bryan)  was  far  n.  of 
its  usual  range.  The  resident  ad.  Great  Black- 
Hawk  (provenance  unknown)  at  Virginia  Key, 
Miami-Dade  was  observed  1 1 times  this  winter 
(RD).  Again,  Short-tailed  Hawks  wintered  n.  of 
their  usual  winter  range:  a dark  morph  was  at 
Orange  Park,  Clay  11  Jan  (Lenore  McCullagh). 
Two  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  n.  at  Garcon  Pt., 
Santa  Rosa  17  Dec  (DW),  and  up  to  3 were  near 
Balm,  Hillsborough  6 Dec-14  Jan  (Dave  Good- 
win et  al).  A lone,  rare  Golden  Eagle  was  at 
Myakka  River  S.R  19  Dec  (C.B.C.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

While  studying  several  Black  Rails  at  St.  Johns 
N.W.R.,  Brevard,  Lehman  found  a Yellow  Rail 


This  striking  leucistic  Glossy  Ibis  was  at  lake  Woodruff  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Volusia  County, 
Florida  10  February  2012.  Photograph  by  Rebecca  Holmes. 


“feather  puddle”  25  Jan 
(*UCF).  Other  Black 
Rails  were  observed  at 
St.  Marks  N.WR.  8 Jan  (Pat  Bazany),  Fort  Is- 
land Gulf  Beach,  Citrus  15  Dec  (Ann  Paul),  and 
McKethan  L.,  near  Brooksville,  Hernando  17 
Dec  (MG).  A lone  American  Coot  was  off  Ponce 
de  Leon  Inlet  30  Dec  (MBr  et  al).  A Sandhill 
Crane  at  Pensacola  23  Feb  (Wes  Tallyn)  was 
locally  rare.  Dinsmore  counted  575  migratory 
Greater  Sandhill  Cranes,  G.  c.  tabida,  headed  n. 
over  The  Villages,  Sumter  in  three  hours  on  14 
Feb  and  390  in  a half  hour  on  15  Feb. 

American  Golden-Plovers  are  not  known 
to  winter  in  Florida,  but  the  species  has  been 
found  annually  in  winter,  with  singles  this  sea- 
son at  Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.E,  Okaloosa  2-3 
Dec  (L&RAD  et  al.)  and  Anastasia  Beach,  St. 
Johns  1 Jan  (ph.  Adam  Kent).  Winter  shorebird 
censuses  tallied  highs  of  43  Snowy  Plovers 
at  Anclote  Key  Preserve  S.P,  Pinellas,  3 Feb 
(B&DL)  and  24  at  Siesta  Key,  Sarasota  5 Feb 
(BaR).  On  the  Gulf,  the  high  count  of  Piping 
Plover  was  24  at  Anclote  Key  Preserve  S.P  3 
Feb  (B&DL).  On  the  Gulf,  a Piping  at  Bunche 
Beach,  Lee  12  Dec  had  been  banded  on  the 
Missouri  R.  near  Vermillion,  Clay,  SD  between 
2009  and  2011  (fide  CE);  another  at  Anclote 
Key  Preserve  S.P.  for  its  4th  winter  had  been 
banded  as  an  ad.  in  2004  at  the  n.  extreme 
of  the  species’  nesting  range  at  L.  Diefenbak- 
er,  near  Saskatoon,  SK  (KT).  On  the  Atlantic 
side,  35  Piping  Plovers  were  at  Crandon  Park 
Beach,  Miami-Dade,  with  3 of  those  having 
been  banded  at  Great  Lakes  sites  (RD):  a female 
banded  at  Ludington  S.R,  Mason,  MI  spent  her 
3rd  winter  on  Crandon  Park  Beach;  a female 
banded  at  Cross  Village,  Emmet,  MI  spent 
her  4th  winter  at  Crandon;  and  a seven-year- 
old  male,  “Rocky,”  was  back  at  Crandon  Park 
Beach  for  his  5th  winter.  Rocky’s  moniker  was 
given  to  him  during  his  first  breeding  season, 
when  he  tried  to  incubate  four  egg-sized  rocks 
in  a scrape  next  to  his  mate’s  nest  (fide  RD). 


Wintering  Black-necked  Stilt  numbers  con- 
tinued to  increase,  with  37  at  Myakka  River 
S.P.  1 Jan  (EK)  and  up  to  86  at  L.  Apopka  all 
season  (HR).  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  tallied 
at  Tallahassee,  Leon  13  Eeb  (one;  JC),  Gaines- 
ville, Alachua  18  Dec  (2;  John  Martin),  and  T. 
M.  Goodwin  Waterfowl  Management  Area  19 
Jan  (2;  Carolyn  Cimino  et  al.).  Rare  inland,  2 
Willets  wintered  at  S.T.A.  5 (ME  et  al.),  while 
a Sanderling  was  at  a Polk  mine  28  Jan  (PE). 
Long-billed  Curlews  are  rare  and  local  on  the 
Gulf,  with  2 overwintering  at  Bunche  Beach 
this  season  (CE)  and  a single  in  Pinellas  (RoS, 
Don  Haney,  m.ob.);  elsewhere,  2 paused  at  In- 
dian Pass,  Franklin  16  Jan  QMu),  with  a loner 
at  Shell  Mound,  Lower  Suwannee  N.WR.,  Levy 
17  Jan  (MG).  A Bar-tailed  Godwit  at  Flamin- 
go, Everglades  N.P,  Monroe  3-11  Eeb  (Michael 
O’Brien,  ph.  RD),  was  the  3rd  at  that  location 
since  2000.  On  the  Atlantic  coast,  2 Purple 
Sandpipers  wintered  s.  to  Ponce  de  Leon  In- 
let (MBr);  unexpected  was  one  at  Fort  De  Soto 
Park,  Pinellas  25  Jan-8  Feb  (Kathy  Duncan, 
m.ob.).  For  the  3rd  consecutive  year,  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  were  documented  in 
winter  in  Monroe;  38  were  identified  at  North 
Calusa  Key  and  West  Bob  Allen  Key  in  Florida 
Bay  16  Dec  (ph.  Rafael  Gomez  et  al.)  and  one 
at  Snake  Bight,  Everglades  N.R  31  Dec  (Bry- 
ant Roberts,  ph.  Da\ad  Schaffter).  A Wilson’s 
Phalarope  that  overwintered  at  L.  Apopka  (HR, 

m. ob.)  furnished  Florida’s  first  record  for  win- 
ter. One  hundred  Red  Phalaropes  off  Duval/ 
Nassau  5 Feb  (MBr  et  al.)  was  a high  number. 

There  was  an  impressive  inland  gathering 
of  720  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  L.  Apopka  6 Jan 
(HR),  while  on  the  Atlantic,  about  2000  were 
estimated  off  Duval/Nassau  5 Feb  (MBr  et  ah). 
Rare  gulls  included  a Franklin’s  at  the  Central 
Santa  Rosa  County  Landfill  6 Dec  (RAD);  an 

ad.  California  Gull  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores, 
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About  1 00  Red  Phalaropes  were  noted  off  Duval  County  and  Nassau  County,  Florida  on  5 February  2012. 
Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 


Very  rare  in  the  Gulf,  this  first-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  Williams  Park  on  the  Alafia  River,  Hillsborough  County, 
Florida  4 December  201 1 . Photograph  by  James  Shadle. 


Volusia  26-31  Jan  (,ph.  MBr;  ac.);  and  a first- 
cycle  Thayers/Kumliens  Iceland  at  the  Central 
Santa  Rosa  County  Landfill  6 Dec  (RAD).  There 
were  no  Thayer’s  reported  this  winter,  and  only 
3 Icelands,  all  first-cycles  reported  by  Broth- 
ers: at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  19  Jan;  at  Daytona 
Beach  Shores  1 Feb;  and  at  Huguenot  Memo- 
rial Park,  Duval  5 Feb.  High  numbers  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  included  7 in  Escambia 
and  Santa  Rosa  (AlH,  L&RAD),  where  they  are 
rare,  and  at  least  600  at  Central  Disposal  Fa- 
cility, Cocoa  29  Feb  (MH).  Six  Glaucous  Gulls, 
about  the  norm,  were  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
with  4 in  Volusia  (MBr)  and  singles  in  Brevard 
(MH  et  al.)  and  Indian  River  (Jim  Eager).  On 
the  Gulf,  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  more 
widespread  than  usual,  with  loners  reported  in 
Escambia  (L&RAD  et  al),  Lee  (CE),  and  Pinellas 
(Randy  Harrod),  with  2 in  Pasco  (DGa). 

Rarely  found  in  winter,  a Bridled  Tern  was 
identified  off  Palm  Coast  30  Dec  (MBr  et  al.). 
Convincing  details  were  submitted  for  Com- 
mon Terns  at  St.  Augustine  17  Dec  (2;  C.B.C.) 
and  on  Sanibel  L,  Lee  (3;  Kyle  Miller).  A Royal 
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Tern  at  Green  Key,  Pasco  had  been  banded  as  a 
nestling  on  Wainwright  L,  Carteret,  NC  30  Jun 
2011  (DG,  BPr).  Parasitic  Jaegers  are  regular  in 
winter  on  Florida’s  Atlantic,  with  Brothers  re- 
porting 3 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  3 Jan;  up  to  4 
harassing  gulls  Daytona  Beach  Shores  21  Jan-r; 
and  5 off  Duval/Nassau  5 Feb. 

Twenty-six  White-crowned  Pigeons  at  Bear 
Lake  Trail,  Everglades  N.P,  Monroe  31  Dec  (RD) 
made  a high  winter  number.  Early  breeding 
was  indicated  by  2 nestling  Common  Ground- 
Doves  at  Tall  Timbers  Research  Station,  Leon 
15  Eeb  (ES)  and  3 recently  fledged  Eastern 
Screech-Owls  at  Vero  Beach,  Indian  River  21 
Feb  (BiW).  Nearly  extirpated  in  Florida,  feral 
Budgerigars  were  found  in  Pasco  at  Hudson 
Beach  7 Dec  (7;  KT)  and  on  the  Aripeka-Bay- 
port  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (30',  fide  BPr).  This  winter, 
single  Short-eared  Owls  were  in  Wakulla  (Bob- 
by Crawford  et  al.),  Levy  QuW),  Franklin  OMu), 
and  Alackua  (Caleb  Gordon,  JuW),  while  up  to 
3 were  in  Orange  (HR).  Another  Short-eared  at 
Flamingo  (ph.  RoT)  was  from  a West  Indian 
population.  Rarely  reported  in  winter,  a Man- 


grove Cuckoo  was  identified  at  Snake  Bight 
Trail  30  Dec  (Mirko  Basen).  Lesser  Nighthawks 
frequented  their  usual  haunts  at  Cutler  Wet- 
lands, Miami-Dade  7 Jan  (one;  DaS)  and  Fla- 
mingo (3;  C.B.C.).  Banding  in  the  n.  half  of  the 
state,  Fred  Bassett  reported  a good  winter  for 
hummingbirds;  one  Buff-bellied  at  Niceville, 
Okaloosa  1 Jan;  25  Ruby-throateds,  12  Black- 
chinned,  and  36  Rufous  from  the  panhandle 
s.  to  Valrico,  Hillsborough  7 Dec-29  Feb;  single 
Calliopes  at  Shalimar,  Okaloosa  27  Jan,  Pensac- 
ola, 14  Jan,  and  Tallahassee  17  & 18  Jan  and  29 
Feb;  one  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  Pen- 
sacola 2 Dec;  and  one  Allen’s  Hummingbird 
at  Tallahassee  9 Feb.  A Black-chinned  and  a 
Rufous  Hummingbird  visited  a feeder  at  Long- 
wood,  Seminole  7-8  Jan  (Graham  Williams). 
Other  single  Rufous  were  identified  at  Spring 
Hill,  Hernando  22  Nov-27  Dec  (DL)  and  Palm 
Harbor,  Pinellas  6-9  Jan  (Barbara  Walker  et  al). 

A Red-headed  Woodpecker  on  Merritt  1.  20  Feb 
(DF)  was  likely  an  early  migrant. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

As  usual,  the  only  Empidonax  reported  were 
Least  Flycatchers,  8 at  four  locations  from  Ala- 
chua (one;  JoH,  Don  Morrow)  s.  to  Flamingo 
(3;  RoT,  LaM).  A Say’s  Phoebe  wintered  near 
Astatula,  Lake  for  the  5th  consecutive  winter 
QoS,  m.ob.,  acc.).  Vermilion  Flycatchers  were 
showy  at  Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  with  2 males  | 
in  adjoining  territories  from  fall  201 1-r  (ReG, 
BHA,  m.ob.).  Single  Vermilions  visited  Car-  ^ 

rabelle,  Franklin  30  Nov-14  Jan  (Earl  Orf,  [ 

JMu)  and  Fisheating  Creek  WM.A.,  Glades  5 ' 

Feb  (Cole  Fredricks).  Ash-throated  Flycatch- 
ers were  widespread,  with  15  al  ten  locations  '! 
from  Santa  Rosa  (DW)  s.  to  Miami-Dade  (RD). 
Brown-crested  Flycatchers  are  very  rare  and 
local  in  the  southernmost  peninsula,  where  3 
were  reported  (RD,  John  Hutchison,  Russ  Ti- 
tus); elsewhere,  singles  were  identified  at  Mer- 
ritt Island  N.WR.  21  Dec  (MH)  and  L.  Placid  29 
Dec  (DaS).  A La  Sagra’s  Flycatcher  at  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  S.P  26  Dec-t  may  have  been  the 
same  bird  first  seen  in  fall  2011  (RD,  m.ob.). 
Another  La  Sagra’s  was  spotted  2 1 Dec-23  Feb 
at  Dagny  Johnson  Key  Largo  Hammock  Botan-  ' 
ical  S.P,  Monroe  (fide  RD).  Cassin’s  Kingbirds 
continue  to  be  annual,  with  singles  in  Bay  17  i 

Dec  (Neil  Lamb  et  al.)  and  Hendry  3-31  Dec  1 

(CE)  for  the  4th  year.  An  Eastern  Kingbird  was 
convincingly  described  at  Englewood,  Sarasota 
18  Dec  (Mary  Beaven),  Unexpected  were  single 
Gray  Kingbirds  at  two  Hendry  locations  3-31 
Dec  (CE  et  al.)  and  28  Jan-19  Feb  (fide  ME), 
as  well  as  one  in  Brevard  29  Jan-21  Eeb  (DoG,  , 
m.ob.).  A Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  remained  at 
Cockroach  Bay  Preserve,  Hillsborough  18  Jan- 
13  Feb  (Don  & Phyllis  Pelly,  m.ob.). 

The  only  report  of  Bell’s  Vireo  came  from 
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Miami-Dade  4 Jan  (RD).  Seven  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  were  noted  in  Miami-Dade  this  winter 
(JHB,  RD),  while  one  was  singing  at  Brooker 
Creek  Preserve  25  Feb  (RoS),  an  early  date. 
Fifteen  Horned  Larks  were  at  their  usual  loca- 
tion near  Two  Eggs,  Jackson  2 Jan  QMu)  and  12 
Feb  (MBr),  where  they  are  now  recorded  year- 
round.  The  earliest  Purple  Martin  was  10  Jan  at 
L.  Apopka  (HR).  Tree  Swallows  were  in  above- 
average  numbers,  estimated  in  the  multiple  mil- 
lions in  the  cen.  peninsula,  with  two  million  at 
one  roost  at  Cockroach  Bay  Preserve  19  Feb+ 
(EK  et  al).  Away  from  their  Miami-Dade  breed- 
ing colonies.  Cave  Swallows,  not  identified  to 
subspecies,  were  at  Alligator  Pt.,  Franklin  11 
Dec  (2;  CS  et  al),  Loxahatchee  N.WR.,  Palm 
Beach  31  Dec  (one;  Brian  Hope),  and  Home- 
stead, Miami-Dade  20  Feb  (2;  EK).  Wintering 
Bam  Swallows  were  noted  in  four  cen.  peninsu- 
lar locations  and  involved  only  one  or  2 individ- 
uals (PE,  Bob  Paxson,  JiW)  until  29  Eeb,  when 
15  migrants  were  at  L.  Apopka  (HR).  The  only 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  noted  in  the  big 
bend  at  Tallahassee  7 Jan  (AW),  while  a White- 
breasted Nuthatch  was  w.  of  its  usual  Elorida 
range  at  Gulf  Breeze  17  Dec  (Bill  Bremser).  Also 
s.  were  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  at  Chuluota 
Wilderness  Area,  Seminole  14-15  Dec  (4;  Reed 
Noss,  Dennis  O’Neil)  and  Colt  Creek  S.P,  Polk 
20  Feb  (one;  TP).  Four  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  at 
their  usual  haunts  at  Apalachicola,  Franklin  1 1 
Dec  (CS  et  al);  more  noteworthy  were  duos  at 
Fort  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  2 Dec-7  Jan  (L&RAD, 
AKn  et  al.)  and  Gainesville  18  Dec-26  Jan  (ph. 
RR  et  al.);  the  latter  were  the  first  verified  in  the 
peninsula.  Only  casual  in  Florida,  a Lapland 
Longspur  was  identified  at  Fort  Walton  Beach 
S.T.F  2-13  Dec  (L&RAD,  DW). 

Twenty-three  warbler  species  were  reported 
this  winter.  Unusual  warblers  included:  single 
Worm-eating  Warblers  at  Cocoa  10  & 20  Dec 
and  Merritt  1.  10-14  Dec  (B.  Paxson  et  al). 
Research  Rd.  3 Dec  (ReG),  and  Dry  Tortugas 
N.P.,  Monroe  14  Dec,  with  2 at  Greynolds  Park, 
Miami  17  Dec  QHB  et  al);  a Louisiana  Water- 
thmsh  at  Corkscrew  Swamp  Sanctuary,  Collier 
20  Dec  (ph.  Sharon  Stilwell);  a Blue-winged 
Warbler  at  Southern  Glades  Wildlife  Environ- 
mental Area,  Miami-Dade  3 Dec  (ph.  ReG);  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler  near  Lakeland,  Polk  17 
Dec  (TP);  a Tennessee  Warbler  near  Brooker 
Creek  Preserve,  Flillsborough/Pinellas  23  Dec 
(EH,  ph.  BPr  et  al);  and  single  Nashville  War- 
blers at  Sawgrass  Lake  Park,  Pinellas  17  Dec 
(BPr,  ST),  Research  Rd.  19  Dec  (RD),  and 
Tampa  Bypass  Canal,  Hillsborough  2 Jan  (BPr  et 
al).  North  of  their  usual  winter  ranges  were  an 
American  Redstart  in  Seminole  3 Dec-17  Eeb 
(Paul  Hueber);  a Cape  May  Warbler  in  Brevard 
17  Dec  (Carl  Goodrich);  a Northern  Parula  in 
Wakulla  2 Jan  Qean  Simpson);  a Magnolia  War- 


bler in  Pasco  20  Dec  (Don 
Robinson  et  al);  a Yellow 
Warbler  in  Pasco  26  Jan+ 

(KT  et  al);  a Black-throat- 
ed Blue  Warbler  in  Alach- 
ua 23  Jan  (Barbara  Shea); 
a Black-throated  Green 
Warbler  in  Seminole  26 
Dec  (BHA);  and  10  Wil- 
son’s Warblers  at  seven 
locations  from  Okaloosa 
19  Dec  (BrP)  s.  to  Miami- 
Dade  5 Jan  (RD).  The 
earliest  migrant  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  noted  at 
L.  Apopka  24  Feb  (HR). 

The  first  influx  of  returning  Northern  Pamlas 
was  noted  13  Feb,  with  153  (85%  males)  at  Bill 
Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P  (RD). 

Last  fall,  one  Green-tailed  Towhee  in  the 
big  bend  was  news;  by  winter’s  end,  there  were 
at  least  5 other  Green-taileds  at  five  locations: 
"Vernon,  Washington  15  Dec  (AKn  et  al);  Val- 
paraiso, Okaloosa  19  Dec  (Morris  Clark  et  al); 
Tall  Timbers  Research  Station  21  Feb  (ES); 
Paynes  Prairie  4 Dec-18  Feb  Qohn  Killian  et 
al);  and  possibly  2 at  Possum  Branch  Preserve, 
Pinellas  10  Dec-t-  (Judi  Hopkins,  Marie  Hughes, 
m.ob.).  Florida’s  3rd  Spotted  Towhee  was  a 
female  at  Gulf  Breeze  13-20  Jan  (L&RAD,  AlH; 
acc.).  Only  6 Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  re- 
ported at  five  cen.  peninsular  locations  (KT  et 
al,  BHA,  HR,  EP  et  al,  Danny  Sauvageau).  Six 
Lark  Sparrows  were  at  five  locations  from  Pi- 
nellas (DM  et  al.)  s.  to  Miami-Dade  (PBi,  Jeff 
Weber).  Another  Lark  Bunting  in  the  big 
bend  at  Tall  Timbers  Research  Station  21  Feb 
(ES,  m.ob.,  acc.)  gave  Florida  its  12th  report. 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  in  the  peninsula  included 

3 banded  at  Weekiwachee  Preserve,  Hernando 
21  Jan  (MK);  2 at  Gum  Root  Park,  Gainesville 

29  Jan-7  Feb  (Steven  Goodman);  and  one  near 
the  Wekiva  R.,  Seminole  17  Dec  (C.B.C.).  In 
the  peninsula,  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  continue  to 
increase,  or  at  least  be  noticed  in  higher  num- 
bers: 30  were  counted  at  Orange  L.  6 Dec-i- 
(Mike  Manetz,  RR  et  al),  with  16  banded  at 
Weekiwachee  Preserve,  Hernando  21  Jan  and 

4 Feb  (MK)  and  9 tallied  at  Clay  I,  Lake  16 
Dec  (Gian  Basili).  Saltmarsh  Sparrows  on  the 
Gulf  coast  included  singles  at  Honeymoon  Is- 
land S.P,  Pinellas  23  Dec  and  Holiday,  Pasco 

30  Dec-15  Feb  (DGa  et  al),  with  15  reported 
at  Flamingo  31  Dec  (Brian  Rapoza).  Nine  Lin- 
coln’s Sparrows  at  seven  locations  ranged  from 
Orange  QT)  s.  to  Miami-Dade  (RD).  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  was  far  s.  at  Jupiter  Inlet  Col- 
ony, Palm  Beach,  where  it  remained  throughout 
the  season  Q&EH).  More  than  a dozen  Summer 
Tanagers  were  claimed  from  the  big  bend  (TT, 
JC)  to  the  s.  peninsula  (C.B.C.),  while  at  least 


Rarely  found  in  winter  in  Florida,  this  immature  Bridled  Tern  was  off  Palm  Coast,  Flagler 
County  30  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Michael  Brothers. 


This  La  Sagra's  Flycatcher  remained  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida 
State  Park,  Miami-Dade  County,  Florida  throughout  winter 
(here  27  December  2011).  Photograph  by  Robin  Diaz. 


This  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  appeared  in  early  (here  10) 

January  2012  at  Lakeland,  Polk  County,  one  of  five  found  from 
mid-  through  late  winter  201 1 -201 2 in  the  central  and  southern 

Florida  peninsula.  Photograph  by  Bob  Snovr. 

4 single  Western  Tanagers  visited  Fort  Walton 
Beach  S.T.F  19  Dec  (BrP),  Alligator  Pt.  9 Dec 
(Deanna  Murphy),  Titusville/Merritt  1.  16  Jan 
and  29  Jan-12  Feb  (MH,  PlL,  Bill  & Nancy 
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LaFramboise  et  al),  and  Matheson  Hammock 
Park,  Miami-Dade  23  Dec-9  Jan  (CS,  RD  et  al). 
Finally,  a Scarlet  Tanager  photographed  at  As- 
cend Corporation  Sanctuary,  Escambia  28  Dec 
(RAD,  Larry  Goodman)  furnished  Florida’s  first 
winter  record.  Again,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
appeared  in  mid-  to  late  winter,  this  season  at 
Vero  Beach  18  Jan-6  Feb  (BiW),  Fort  De  Soto 
Park  31  Jan-19  Feb  (ST),  Lakeland  early  Jan 
(Bob  Snow),  and  Frog  Pond  WM.A.,  Miami- 
Dade  11  Feb  OHB).  Single  Blue  Grosbeaks 
were  discovered  at  L.  Apopka  6 Jan  and  17 
Feb  (HR)  and  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  27  Jan-19 
Feb  (Mike  Hodgson  el  al).  Lone  Dickcissels  at 
six  locations  spanned  from  Orange  (HR)  s.  to 
Miami-Dade  (LaM). 

A Bobolink  was  verified  at  Alligator  Pt.  17 
Feb  (ph.  JMu,  Marsha  Lisitza);  although  very 
early  for  a migrant,  this  location  is  best  known 
as  a migrant  trap.  Single  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds visited  Flagler  6 Jan  (Meret  Wilson),  L. 
Apopka  16  Dec  (HR),  and  Myakka  River  S.R 
22  Feb-i-  (Bob  Lessard  et  al),  while  4 were 
seen  e.  of  Belle  Glade,  Palm  Beach  20  Feb  (Rick 
Schofield,  Beth  Ensor).  About  50  Rusty  Black- 
birds remained  at  Gainesville  31  Jan-i-  (Lloyd 
Davis  et  al);  the  only  other  report  of  this  spe- 
cies was  of  2 at  Tallahassee  23  Feb  (TT).  Rare  in 
the  peninsula.  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  identi- 
fied at  Hernando  Beach  and  Bayport,  Hernando 
6 Dec-3  Mar  (one;  DL,  MG  et  al.)  and  DeLeon 


Springs,  Volusia  6 Feb-i-  (5;  MBr).  Thirty-seven 
male  Boat-tailed  Grackles  at  Floridatown,  San- 
ta Rosa  17  Jan  (L&RAD)  was  a record  number 
for  the  panhandle.  The  only  Shiny  Cowbird 
this  winter  was  one  at  St.  Petersburg,  Pinellas 

18  Feb  (DM).  In  Miami-Dade,  where  Bronzed 
Cowbirds  breed,  123  were  counted  17  Dec 
(PBi);  elsewhere,  20  were  tallied  at  Eagle  Lakes 
Park,  Naples,  Collier  24  Dec  (Hugh  McGui- 
ness),  with  up  to  10  at  Okeechobee,  Okeechobee 

19  Jan-5  Feb  (PM,  Paul  Gray). 

While  House  Finches  have  colonized  most 
of  the  populated  w.  one-half  of  the  peninsula, 
they  have  been  slower  to  colonize  the  e.  pen- 
insula. A House  Finch  inland  at  Kissimmee 
24  Dec  (Robert  Cherny)  extended  the  spe- 
cies’ range  into  Osceola,  and  several  wintered 
at  a feeder  at  Jupiter  Colony  Inlet,  West  Palm 
O&EH).  Duos  of  Pine  Siskins  were  seen  at  Fort 
Island  Gulf  Beach  16  Dec  (MG)  and  Cocoa  17 
Dec  (fide  DF),  the  only  reports.  From  spring 
2003  through  spring  2004,  5 Red-legged 
Honey  creepers,  all  males,  were  reported  from 
Miami-Dade  and  Monroe,  research  into  the  lo- 
cal pet  trade  uncovered  annual  imports  of 
this  species  (Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr.,  LaM),  and  the 
FO.S.R.C.  did  not  accept  any  of  these  reports 
due  to  questionable  provenance,  even  though 
the  species  is  resident  in  Cuba.  An  ad.  male 
Red-legged  Honeycreeper  at  Coral  Gables, 
Miami-Dade  16  Dec  was  captured  and  photo- 


graphed in-hand  (Marc  Kramer). 

Contributors  (and  members  of  the  Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations 
Committee,  in  boldface):  Brian  Ahern  (BAh), 
Bruce  H.  Anderson,  Paul  Bithorn  (PBi),  John 
H.  Boyd,  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Michael  Brothers 
(MBr),  Jim  Cavanagh,  Kevin  Daily  (KDi),  Rob- 
in Diaz,  James  J.  Dinsmore,  Lucy  & Robert 
A.  Duncan,  Margaret  England,  Charlie  Ewell, 
Paul  Fellers,  David  Freeland,  David  Gagne 
(DGa),  Murray  Gardler,  Reinhard  Geisler 
(ReG),  Doug  Gochfeld  (DoG),  Jack&  Eliza- 
beth Hailman,  Eric  Haney,  Al  & Bev  Hansen, 
Alex  Harper  (AlH),  Mitchell  Harris,  John  Hin- 
termister  QoH),  Marianne  Korosy  Alan  Knothe 
(AKn),  Ed  Kwater,  Bob  Lane,  Paul  E.  Lehman 
(PEL),  Darcy  Love,  Larry  Manfredi  (LaM),  Don 
Margeson,  Paul  Miller,  John  Murphy  0Mu)> 
Tom  Palmer,  Eric  Plage,  Bill  Pranty  (BPr), 
Bruce  Purdy  (BrP),  Harry  Robinson,  Barry 
Rossheim  (BaR),  Rex  Rowan,  Carlos  Sanchez, 
Elliot  Schunke,  David  Simpson  (DaS),  Ron  & 
Lori  Smith  (L&RoS),  Joyce  Stephancic  QoS), 
Tara  Tanaka,  Sue  Tavaglione,  John  Thornton, 
Roberto  Torres  (RoT),  Ken  Tracey,  Billi  Wagner 
(BiW),  Don  Ware,  Jim  Wells  OiW),  Julia  Will- 
mott  (JuW),  Andy  Wraithmell.  O 
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Ontarians  noted  the  absence  of  a tra- 
ditional winter  in  2011-2012.  Daily 
temperatures  were  considerably  above 
normal,  and  snowfall  was  minimal  even  in  the 
north.  Not  surprisingly,  there  was  open  water 


for  much  of  the  period.  Many  birds  had  no  in- 
centive to  depart  in  search  of  warmer  climes, 
and  they  lingered  well  into  January.  Some 
never  left! 

Spurred  on  by  the  mild  weather,  several 
species  came  back  early  starting  in  late  Janu- 
ary. New  spring  arrival  dates  were  established 
in  many  locales.  A very  sudden  mild  spell  22 
January  saw  an  early  movement  of  waterfowl, 
and  as  in  the  past  with  these  events,  Northern 
Pintail  led  the  way.  Many  record-early  dates  for 
waterfowl  were  set  at  the  local  level. 

Although  overall  bird  numbers  were  rather 
low  during  the  period,  an  unprecedented 
number  of  rarities  or  noteworthy  birds  was 
found.  Noteworthy  Ontario  rarities  included 
a Smew,  Black  Vulture  (several).  Slaty-backed 
Gull  (two),  the  lingering  Razorbill,  Band-tailed 
Pigeon,  White -winged  Dove,  Fish  Crow  (up  to 
five).  Mountain  Bluebird  (three).  Black-throat- 
ed Gray  Warbler,  Spotted  Towhee,  and  Gray- 
crowned  Rosy-Finch  (three). 

Abbreviations:  H.S.A.  (Hamilton  Study  Area), 
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K.FN.  (Kingston  Field  Naturalists),  Point  Pelee 
(Point  Pelee  Birding  Area,  a standard  C.B.C. 
circle  centered  just  n.  of  Point  Pelee  N.P.),  ROM 
(Royal  Ontario  Museum).  Ontario  is  divided 
into  “north”  and  “south”  regions  along  the  47° 
N latitude.  A place  name  in  italics  refers  to  a 
county,  district,  or  regional  municipality. 

WATERFOWL 

There  were  multiple  reports  of  Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  throughout  the  period,  with  a 
total  of  six  in  Dec;  records  from  late  Jan  and 
later  are  considered  early  spring  migrants 
(Table  1).  Notable  Snow  Geese  were  the  13 
wintering  at  Ridgetown  S.T.P,  Chatham-Kent 
through  early  Apr  (m.ob.).  Observations  of 
Ross’s  Geese  were  numerous  as  well:  3 at  Port 
Rowan,  Norfolk  25  Nov-3  Dec  (SAM,  m.ob.), 
2 at  Ridgetown  S.T.P.  18  Dec  (Donald  N.  Pye), 
and  singles  at  Moose  Creek,  Stormont,  Dundas 
and  Glengarry  1 Dec  (HZ),  Courtice,  Durham 
2 Dec  (W.  Dennis  Barry),  Simcoe,  Norfolk  2-4 
Dec  (BDJ),  Erieau,  Chatham-Kent  15  Dec  QTB), 
St.  Isidore,  Prescott  and  Russell  13  Dec  (Robert 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 
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Tabli*  1 Greater  White-tentad  Goose  leporft  m ((ntarie,  jarwar>’  and  February  2012. 

teatfei 

M imhir 

ItoiWfrfil 

Hamilton  Harbour, //am/ton 

11  Jan-3  Feb 

1 

1 

CES  et  al. 

Shrewsbury,  Chathm-Kent 

29  Jan 

6 

JTB,  Stephen  R.  Charbonneau 

Townsend,  Haldimand 

29-30  Jan 

1 

Gavin  C Platt  etal. 

Cobourg,  Horthumb&imd 
Presquile  P.P.,  Northumberland 

IFeb 

3-6  Feb 

1 

same  bird 

Betsy  Smith,  m.ob. 

Whitby,  Durham 

2-20  Feb 

1 

DSK 

Whitby 

13  & 19  Feb 

1 

m.ob. 

Aylmer  W.M.A.,  Elgin 

6-7  Feb 

4 

James  Dunn  etal. 

Point  Pelee  (Onion  Fields) 

14-15  Feb 

2 

AW  et  al. 

se.  of  Windsor,  Essex 

27  Feb 

1 

G.TomHince 

Lucan,  Middlesex 

28Feb-i- 

8 

Peter  S.  Burke,  m.ob. 

B.  Scranton),  Hay  Bay,  Frontenac 
17  Dec  (m.ob.),  Bath,  Frontenac 
22  Dec  (BRH),  Brampton,  Peel 
4-10  Feb  (Bob  Noble  et  al),  and 
London,  Middlesex  18-22  Feb 
(PSB,  m.ob.).  Reports  of  single 
Brant  came  from  Kettle  Pt., 

Lambton  8 Dec  (SMJ)  and  Port 
Dover,  Norfolk  17  & 23  Dec 
(Adam  TimpO,  while  4 were 
at  Wolfe  I.,  Frontenac  18  Jan 
(m.ob.).  The  last  report  was  at 
Hahn  Marsh  near  Long  Point  27 
Jan  (SAM).  Reports  of  Cackling 
Geese  were  plentiful  throughout 
the  period;  2 at  Sturgeon  Creek, 

Essex  3-9  Feb  (AW)  were  con- 
sidered early  spring  migrants. 

Rare  in  winter,  but  not  sur- 
prising with  the  mild  weather, 
were  2 Blue-winged  Teal  at 
St.  Clair  N.W.A.,  Chatham-Kent  1 Jan  (PAW). 
Hundreds  of  Northern  Pintail  were  reported 
throughout  s.  Ontario  starting  23  Jan,  follow- 
ing a sudden  influx  of  very  mild  air.  The  first 
noted  on  that  date  were  20  flying  southward 
past  the  Tip  of  Point  Pelee  (AW).  Reports  came 
in  daily  from  all  over  the  s.  until  27  Jan,  when 
110  were  tallied  at  Long  Point  (SAM).  Many 
retreated  "with  colder  temperatures,  while  a 
few  lingered  for  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 
Other  species  involved  in  this  early  movement 
included  Gadwall,  American  Wigeon,  Green- 
winged Teal,  and  Ring-necked 
Duck.  A male  Ring-necked 
Duck  X Redhead  hybrid  at 
Bronte  Harbour,  Hatton  5 
Jan-20  Feb  brought  curious 
onlookers  (Barry  S.  Cherriere, 
m.ob.).  A King  Eiders  stayed 
at  Presqu’ile  P.R  through  7 
Dec  (Frederick  M.  Helleiner, 
m.ob.),  2 long-staying  females 
were  at  Stoney  Creek,  Hamil- 
ton 3 Dec-23  Feb  (m.ob.),  and 
one  was  at  Oshawa  Second 
Marsh,  Durham  11-14  Dec.  A 
wintering  ad.  male  King  was 
at  Port  Weller,  Niagara  26 
Dec+  (Peter  A.  Yoerg,  Barbara 
W Henderson,  m.ob.),  while 
other  singles  were  at  Bronte  31 
Dec  (Cody  R.  Law),  at  Hamil- 
ton Harbour  22  Jan+  (Mike  A. 

Veltri  et  al),  and  at  Fifty  Point 

C. A.,  Hamilton/Niagara  22  Feb 
(KAM).  Harlequin  Duck  sight- 
ings increased  over  the  previ- 
ous year  (Table  2). 

Scoters  wintered  in  good 
numbers  especially  at  Point 


Pelee,  where  Surf  Scoters  reached  a high  to- 
tal of  43  near  Hillman  Marsh  22  Feb  (AW). 
A White -winged  Scoter  on  L.  Travers  in  Al- 
gonquin RE,  Mpissing  7 Dec  (JHS)  set  a new 
late  date  for  the  park.  A Black  Scoter  on  L.  of 
Two  Rivers,  Algonquin  P.P.  was  first  seen  6 Dec 
(Ronald  G.  Tozer)  and  remained  another  day, 
setting  a new  late  date  there  as  well  (Dawn 
Sherman).  Four  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  seen 
in  the  traditional  Ottawa  area  location.  Others 
in  the  province  included  one  at  Oshawa,  Dur- 
ham 1-22  Dec  (DSK,  m.ob.),  2 at  Hoople  Cr., 


Dundas,  Stormont  and  Glengarry 
11  Dec  (Michael  V A.  Burrell), 

2 at  Kingston  18  Dec  (K.FN.), 
and  one  at  Amherst  I.  2 Jan 
(K.FN.).  Ontario’s  4th  ever,  an 
imm.  male  Smew  was  deemed 
a Christmas  miracle  at  Whitby 
Harbour  26-28  Dec 
Robinson,  m.ob.). 

LOONS THROUGH 
SHOiEBIRDS 

The  only  Pacific  Loon  of  the  pe- 
riod was  one  at  Prince  Edward 
Pt.  3 Dec  (BER).  A Great  Egret 
was  at  Luther  Marsh,  Wellington 

3 Dec  (Rohan  A.  van  Twest); 
another  was  near  Moffat,  Wel- 
lington 18  Dec  (Scott  Ferguson, 
Paul  Grant,  Valerie  Wyatt).  One 
at  La  Salle,  Essex  7 Feb+  Qohn 

Boyko,  m.ob.)  had  likely  'wintered  locally. 
The  Cattle  Egret  near  St.  Williams,  Norfolk  re- 
mained until  8 Dec  (m.ob.).  An  imm.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  a surprise  find  in 
a ditch  at  Erieau  20-22  Jan  QTB,  m.ob.).  Up 
to  5 Black  Vultures  were  seen  soaring  over  the 
Niagara  R.  at  Queenston,  Niagara  throughout 
the  period  (m.ob.).  It  appears  that  this  has 
become  an  annual  event,  ■with  the  principal 
roosting  site  being  at  Lewiston,  NY.  Turkey 
Vultures  were  widely  reported  throughout 
the  period,  undoubtedly  encouraged  by  the 
mild  winter.  Osprey  is  very 
rare  in  winter  in  Ontario,  but 
one  was  seen  at  Warsaw,  Pe- 
terborough 3-4  Dec  (Maureen 
Smith  et  al).  Another  was  at 
Paris,  Brant  1 Dec  OBR.  snd 
one  was  in  that  locale  in  mid- 
Jan  (fide  David  R.  Don).  Bald 
Eagles  have  done  well,  and  up 
to  170  were  noted  at  Thunder 
Bay,  Thunder  Bay  6 Dec  (BJM, 
BDR).  An  interesting  sight  was 
of  33  Northern  Harriers  on  the 
ground  at  Harrow,  Essex  8 Feb 
(PDP,  Glenn  A.  Gervais  et  al.). 
A Western  Red-tailed  Hawk 
(subspecies  calums)  was  well 
studied  at  Oshawa  29  Dec-14 
Feb  (Bethany  Linton,  Keith  Lin- 
ton, m.ob.).  Multiple  reports  of 
Golden  Eagle  came  in  through- 
out the  period.  One  at  Sleeman, 
Rainy  River  24  Feb  (Michael  S. 
Dawber)  was  noteworthy  for 
the  n.  and  was  possibly  an  early 
spring  migrant. 

Despite  mild  conditions, 
the  only  Virginia  Rail  report 


Table!.  Harlequin  Ducb  reported  in  Ontario,  December  2011  through  February  201 2. 


Barrie,  S/mroe 

1 Dec 

1 male 

Phyllis  Tremblay 

Niagara  Fails,  Magtira 

1 Dec-29  Feb 
and  later 

2 

Kayo  J.  Roy  etal. 

4 Dec-29  Feb 
and  later 

1 (total 
of  3 birds) 

m.ob. 

Pukaskwa  N.P.,  Thunder  Bay 

9-10  Dec 

1 male 

Derek  S,  Bedford, 

Aaron  A.  Pervais,  et  al. 

Kingston 

20  Dec 

1 

Kurt  Hennige 

Amherst  Is.,  Lennox  and  Addington 

21  Dec 

1 

BRH 

Collingwood,S/mfoe 

27  Dec 

1 

SAM,JB,  Fergus  1.  Nicoll 

Whitby 

28-29  Dec 

1 

AEK 

St.  Mary's  l.,A/gomo 

3 Feb 

2 

David  Maltby 

Whitby 

5-7  Feb 

1 

Jake  Munroe,  m.ob. 

Prince  Edward  Point,  Prince  Edvmd 

16  Feb 

2 

BER 

Collingwood 

20  Feb 

3 males 

AW 

21  Feb 

2 males  from 
previous  day 

m.ob. 
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This  young  male  King  Eider  was  a celebrity  at  Hamilton  Harbour,  Ontario,  where  it  associated 
with  Mallards  and  other  waterfowl  at  a public  feeding  area  from  22  January  through 
29  (here  25)  February  2012  and  later.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


This  female  goldeneye  at  Fort  Erie,  Niagara  Regional  Municipal- 
ity, Ontario  25  February  2012  was  originally  thought  to  be  a 
Barrow's  Goldeneye,  but  subsequent  analysis  indicated  that  it 
was  an  aberrant  Common  Goldeneye  or  perhaps  a hybrid. 

Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


96  Sandhill  Cranes  at 
Point  Pelee  19  Dec  (AW 
et  al.)  made  a local  re- 
cord-high  count.  A late 
American  Golden-Plo- 
ver was  near  Cornwall. 
Stormont,  Dundas  and 
Glengarry  1-2  Dec  (HZ). 
Killdeer  returned  early 
due  to  mild  conditions, 
and  one  at  Point  Pelee  4 
Feb  was  locally  record 
early  (Thomas  P Hurst, 
PDP  et  al).  Late  Spot- 
ted Sandpipers  included 
one  at  Long  Sault  Park- 
way, Stormont,  Dundas 
and  Glengarry  7-8  Dec 
(HZ,  Madeline  F.  A.  van 
der  Zweep)  and  another  at  Long  Points  Cour- 
tright  Ridge  17  Dec  (Michael  S.  W Bradstreet). 
Another  lingered  at  Mississauga,  Peel  21  Nov- 
24  Dec  (CEE,  Mark  H.  Cranford  et  al.).  Tardy 
was  a Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Amherst  I.  13  Dec 
(BFD,  BMD),  as  was  a Sanderling  at  Point  Pelee 
4 Dec  (BAM).  Purple  Sandpiper  was  recorded 
in  good  numbers.  Away  from  the  trusty  loca- 
tion of  Presqu’ile  PE,  where  an  impressive  15 
were  seen  1 5 Dec  (CF),  the  species  was  report- 
ed at  the  following  locations:  Amherst  1.  1 & 
20  Dec  (BFD;  BMD),  Niagara  Falls  5 Dec  Qean 
Iron,  m.ob.).  Fifty  Point  C.A.  8 Dec  (2;  Tim 
King),  Cobourg  10-11  Dec  (Clive  E.  Good- 
win, m.ob.).  Port  Burwell,  Elgin  26  Dec  Qo- 
seph  P.  Stephenson),  and  Kettle  Pt.  31  Dec-6 
Jan  (Alfred  H.  Rider,  m.ob.).  In  the  n.,  3 Wil- 
sons Snipe  once  again  wintered  at  Marathon, 
Thunder  Bay  (MTB),  but  virtually  none  were 
found  in  s.  Ontario.  A late  American  Wood- 
cock made  an  appearance  at  Watford,  Lambton 
6 Jan  (SMJ),  and  a displaced  individual  prob- 
ing through  light  snow  was  record  late  at  Point 
Pelee  16  Jan  (Michael  P.  J.  Bouman). 


One  of  several  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  at  Point  Pelee  was  this 

one  present  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Essex  County,  Ontario  on  27-29 
(here  27)  December  201 1 . Unfortunately,  the  bird  was  found 
dead  on  30  December;  the  specimen  now  resides  at  the  Royal 
Ontario  Museum  in  Toronto.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 

involved  a freshly  road-killed  bird  near  Long 
Point  18  Jan  (Audrey  E.  Heagy).  American 
Coots  wintered  in  considerable  numbers; 
noteworthy  were  5000  at  Long  Point  31  Dec 
(Denis  Lepage)  and  a wintering  group  of  up  to 
1000  at  Erieau  and  Shrewsbury  (m.ob.).  The 


GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

The  California  Gull  along  the  Niagara  R.  since 
late  Nov  was  observed  throughout  the  period 
and  was  last  reported  19  Feb  (m.ob.).  Another 
California  Gull  was  near  Casselinan,  Prescott 
and  Russell  28  Feb  (Robert  V Pinilla,  JHS).  An 
ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  found  at  Niagara 
Falls  3 Dec  (KAM,  m.ob.)  and  lingered  un- 
til 13  Dec,  while  another  ad.  was  a one-day 
wonder  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  landfill,  Algoma 
12  Jan  (KWZ).  Single  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
were  on  the  Niagara  R.  through  8 Dec  (m.ob.), 
at  Guelph,  Wellington  5 Dec  (a  first  county  re- 
cord; Michael  D.  Cadman),  and  at  Point  Pelee 
as  follows:  one  in  a flooded  field  1-4  Dec  (AW 
et  al.),  one  at  the  Tip  19  Dec  (Anna-Marie  T. 
Cappelli,  Albert  Capelli  el  al.),  and  one  record 


late  for  Pelee  at  Sturgeon  Creek  27-29  Dec 
(Richard  P Carr  et  al.),  found  dead  30  Dec 
(AW;  *ROM).  From  the  numerous  reports 
seen  in  the  fall,  it  was  not  surprising  that  sev- 
eral Franklins  Gulls  were  recorded  in  Dec.  The 
Niagara  R.  bird  was  last  seen  at  Queenston  3 
Dec  (m.ob.).  At  Sturgeon  Creek,  the  first-cycle 
bird  first  seen  13  Nov  (Stephen  T.  Pike,  m.ob.) 
stayed  until  5 Dec.  Another  was  at  Kincardine, 
Bruce  6-11  Dec  Qarnes  A.  Turland,  Elizabeth 
Addison,  m.ob.).  Farther  n.,  a rather  late  bird 
was  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  17  Dec  (KWZ,  John 
Ralston).  The  last  reported  Franklin’s  Gull 
was  at  Hamilton  Harbour  26  Dec  (SAM,  JB, 
CF,  Bruce  Mackenzie).  Ajuv.  Pomarine  Jaeger 
working  the  Niagara  R.  since  Nov  was  last 
seen  4 Dec  (m.ob.);  another  late  bird  was  at 
Darlington  PP,  Durham  18  Dec  (TLH).  Para- 
sitic Jaeger  reports  included  2 juvs.  at  Kettle 
Pt.  8 Dec  (SMJ).  Ajuv.  jaeger  was  seen  briefly 
at  Bronte  1 Jan  (MWJ).  The  well-seen  Razor- 
bill at  Niagara-on-the-Lake  from  fall  was  last 
reported  3 Dec  (m.ob.). 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  was  a pleasant  find 
at  Bracebridge,  Muskoka  4-6  Feb  (Allan  J.  S. 
Sinclair,  m.ob.).  A White-winged  Dove  at 
North  Bay,  Nipissing  spent  considerable  time 
at  a backyard  feeder  15  Jan-f  (Peter  Mladen, 
m.ob.);  it  represents  the  first  winter  record  for 
Ontario.  A Barn  Owl  met  its  maker  after  hitting 
a window  at  Whitby,  Durham  17  Dec  (Heather 
Rademacher;  *ROM).  Rare  for  the  s.,  a Great 
Horned  Owl  of  subspecies  scalariventris  (some- 
times called  “Snyder’s  Great  Horned  Owl’’)  was 
photographed  at  Long  Point  4 Dec  (BC,  Glenda 
J.  Slessor).  It  was  a major  invasion  year  into 
the  s.  for  Snowy  Owl,  and  there  were  multiple 
reports  from  almost  every  locale  throughout 
the  period.  Only  3 Northern  Hawk  Owls  were 
found:  2 on  Manitoulin  I.,  the  first  15  Dec-2 
Jan  (Bonnie  Bailey),  the  other  at  Kagawong, 
Manitoulin  10-31  Jan  (RCT,  CTB,  Terry  Land), 
and  one  near  Perth,  Lanark  21-23  Jan  (fide  Jean 
Giffin).  A Great  Gray  Owl  created  quite  a stir  as 
Essex’s  first  record  and  Ontario’s  southernmost 
record.  First  observed  7 Dec  at  Point  Pelee 
(Kenneth  B.  Cavanagh),  it  was  later  spotted  at 
Paquette  Corners,  Essex  21  Dec,  then  Kings- 
ville, Essex  23  Dec-11  Jan  (m.ob.).  The  only 
other  report  in  the  s.  was  a likely  resident  Great 
Gray  at  Constance  Bay,  Ottawa  14-20  Feb  QHS, 
m.ob.).  An  expired  Boreal  Owl  was  found  at 
Kitchener,  Waterloo  6 Feb  (Peeter  Musta)  for  a 
first  local  record. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Lingering  from  28  Sep,  the  Rufous  Humming- 
bird at  Eganville,  Renfrew  was  last  seen  24  Dec 
(Dennis  Peterson,  Lorna  Peterson,  m.ob.).  A 
wintering  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  at  Engle- 
hart,  Timiskaming  17  Nov-i-  (Mark  W Milton, 
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m.ob.)  was  noteworthy  for  n.  Ontario.  Single 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Cambridge  8 Dec 
OBF),  Big  Creek,  Norfolk  17  Dec,  Fort  Erie  18 
Dec  (Celeste  Morien  et  al),  and  Dorchester, 
Middlesex  6 Jan  (Jarmo  Jalava  et  al).  Single 
White-eyed  Vireos  at  Booths  Harbour,  Nor- 
folk 17  Dec  (MWJ)  and  Oxley,  Essex  17-25 
Dec  0TB  et  al.)  were  late  fall  migrants.  An  un- 
expected find  was  a Yellow-throated  Vireo  in 
lethargic  condition  at  Port  Burwell  EP.,  Elgin 
10  Jan  (John  Fenton).  It  later  succumbed,  but 
the  specimen  was  not  retained.  A Blue-headed 
Vireo  was  at  Aldershot,  Hal  ton  1-9  Dec  (An- 
thony C.  T.  Bigg,  Jerry  S.  Ball,  m.ob.),  and 
possibly  the  same  individual  was  at  Hamilton’s 
Bayfront  Park  13-17  Dec  (CEE,  TGT,  m.ob.), 
a record-late  date  for  the  H.S.A.  Another  late 
bird  was  at  La  Salle,  Essex  7 Dec  QSP)-  On- 
tario’s first  winter  record  of  Fish  Crow  was  at 
Fort  Erie  15  Jan+  ODV,  AEK,  m.ob.).  Up  to  5 
birds  were  reliably  present  throughout  the  pe- 
riod. Wintering  House  Wrens  included  one  at 
St.  Catharines,  Niagara  18  Dec  (Christopher 
J.  Escott)  and  Point  Pelee  31  Dec  (BAM).  A 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  at  Hamilton’s  Bay- 
front  Park  12  Dec-1  Jan  (Martin  Daly,  m.ob.), 
and  another  was  there  13-20  Dec  (CES,  TGT, 

m. ob.).  Ontario  hosted  3 Mountain  Bluebirds 
this  season:  a female  at  Puslinch,  Wellington  1 
Jan-5  Feb  (Brian  C.  Husband,  John  A.  Ger- 
rath,  Paul  H.  Kron,  m.ob.);  an  imm.  Male  at 
Shetland,  Lambton  16  Jan-19  Feb  0-  Peter 
Chapman,  m.ob.),  and  a female  at  Prince  Ed- 
ward Pt.  12-26  Feb  (Michael  R.  Burge,  Kathy 
E.  Felkar,  m.ob.).  Manitoulin  Island’s  6th  re- 
cord of  Tovrasend’s  Solitaire  was  furnished  by 
one  in  Sandfield  Twp.  17  Dec  (CTB,  RCT); 
there  were  no  other  reports  of  the  species.  A 
very  late  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  unique  for 
the  n.  at  Thunder  Bay  6 Dec  (BJM).  Single 
Varied  Thrushes  were  w.  of  Thunder  Bay  12 
Nov-12  Dec  (Chris  T.  Hooke),  at  Shuniah, 
Thunder  Bay  23  Dec-1  Jan  (Peter  Tracz,  Di- 
ane Tracz  et  al),  at  Sauk  Ste.  Marie  26-27 
Dec  (Bill  Parker  et  al),  at  Limoges,  Ottawa  8 
Jan-29  Feb-i-  (Giovanni  Pari,  Tom  Devesceri), 
at  Diamond  Lake,  Algoma  20  Jan-29  Feb+ 
(Lee  Taylor,  m.ob.),  and  at  Coral  Bay,  Thunder 
Bay  12  Feb-11  Mar  (Douglas  Clarke,  Marie 
Clarke).  A Northern  Mockingbird,  rare  for  the 

n.  in  winter,  was  at  Manitouwadge,  Thunder 
Bay  22  Dec+  (Virginia  Thompson).  Only  a 
few  Brovra  Thrashers  were  found  despite  the 
mildness  of  the  period;  noteworthy  for  the  n. 
was  one  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  Thunder  Bay  15  Jan+ 
Qoan  E.  Mintenko  et  al).  American  Pipits 
are  usually  scarce  in  Jan  and  Feb,  but  several 
sightings  were  made  in  the  s.  throughout  the 
period  (m.ob.).  One  in  the  n.  at  Shuniah  12 
Feb  (Allan  F Gilbert,  JMW)  was  exceptional 
for  the  date. 


WA,RBLERS  THOUGH  FINCHES 

A good  variety  of  warblers  was  reported. 
An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  at  Hamil- 
ton’s Bayfront  Park  1-9  Jan  (JSP,  m.ob.),  and 
one  was  at  Holiday  Beach  C.A.,  Essex  3 Jan 
(Dwayne  D.  Murphy).  A Northern  Parula  at 
Bronte  since  27  Nov  (Elaine  Serena  et  al.)  was 
last  seen  3 Dec,  providing  a record-late  date  for 
the  H.S.A.  A Yellow  Warbler  was  found  at  Tur- 
key Pt.,  Norfolk  17  Dec  (BC,  RZD,  Barbara  N. 
Charlton).  Also  very  late  was  a Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  at  Huntsville,  Muskoka  10  Dec 
(Trisha  Healy,  Paula  Jackson).  Record  late  for 
the  H.S.A.  was  a male  Black-throated  Gray 
Warbler  at  Hamilton’s  Bayfront  Park  14  Dec-3 
Jan  (RZD,  m.ob.).  At  the  same  location,  a re- 
cord-late  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  for  the 
H.S.A.  was  also  found  14  Dec  (RZD,  m.ob.). 
An  emaciated  Yellow-throated  Warbler  was 
photographed  at  Windsor,  Essex  1 Feb  (Ankica 
Pajio).  The  only  known  Pine  Warbler  of  the  pe- 
riod was  at  Beamsville,  Niagara  24  Dec  (George 
E.  Holland).  Two  very  late  Palm  Warblers  were 
found  at  Toronto  18  Dec  (fide  Hugh  G.  Cur- 
rie), and  likely  one  of  the  same  individuals  was 
seen  at  Ashbridges  Bay,  Toronto  8 Jan  Qohn  R. 
Carley  et  al).  Hamilton’s  Bayfront  Park  also 
hosted  a Wilson’s  Warbler  15  Dec-5  Jan  (JDV 
et  al).  A male  Spotted  Towhee  took  advan- 
tage of  a feeder  the  entire  period  at  Longlac, 
Thunder  Bay  (Fred  J.  Jennings,  m.ob.).  Also  in 
the  n.  was  an  Eastern  Towhee  at  Sioux  Look- 
out, Kenora  30  Nov-6  Jan  (Marlie  A.  Squires, 
Douglas  J.  Squires).  Clay-colored  Sparrow  is 
unprecedented  in  winter;  one  was  at  Cressy, 
Prince  Edward  3 Dec  (BER)  and  another  at  Nan- 
ticoke,  Haldimand  23  Dec  (TLH).  Uncommon 
in  winter,  3 Vesper  Sparrows  were  reported:  at 
Beachville,  Oxford  5 Jan-22  Feb  (first  county 
winter  record;  JMH,  m.ob.),  at  Wainfleet,  Ni- 
agara 9 Jan  (Blayne  E.  Farnan,  Jean  M.  Far- 
nan),  and  at  Port  Royal,  Norfolk  27  Jan-13  Feb 


(SAM,  m.ob.).  Savannah  Sparrows  were  widely 
found  wintering  during  the  period,  but  one 
at  Thunder  Bay  17  Feb+  was  exceptional  for 
n.  Ontario  QMW  et  al).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
spent  the  winter  near  Perth,  Lanark  9 Jan-22 
Mar  (Kelly  S.  Lloyd).  Harris’s  Sparrows  includ- 


The  most  southerly  Great  Gray  Owl  ever  found  in  Ontario  was 
this  individual  that  appeared  at  multiple  Essex  County  locations 
before  settling  in  at  Kingsville,  where  it  remained  from  23  (here 
30)  December  2011  through  11  January  201 2.  The  bird  was 
seen  by  literally  thousands,  including  many  non-birders,  all  of 
whom  were  stunned  by  its  tameness,  as  the  bird  often  pounced 
on  prey  mere  feet  from  onlookers.  The  excitement  created  daily 
traffic  jams,  and  the  event  was  regularly  covered  by  the  media, 
including  a segment  that  appeared  on  CBC  National  TV  News. 
Photograph  by  Handy  H.  Holland. 


This  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  a one-day  wonder  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario  12  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Kirk  W.  Melt. 
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There  are  almost  40  records  of  White-winged  Dove  for  Ontario,  but  this  one  at  North 
Bay,  Nipissing  District  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  winter.  The  bird  was  a regular  visitor 
to  local  feeders,  where  it  remained  from  15  January  through  29  (here  19)  February  2012 
and  later.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


This  Band-tailed  Pigeon  came  to  a feeder  4-6  (here  5)  February  2012  at  Bracebridge, 
Ontario.  Photograph  by  Jean  Iron. 

ed  one  at  Marathon  from  late  Nov  through  26 
Jan  (MTB),  another  at  Deep  River,  Renfrew  11 
Nov-t-  (John  M.  Muff  et  ah),  and  one  at  Tober- 
mory, Bruce  14  Dec  (Cindy  E.  J.  Cartwright, 

Douglas  S.  Miller,  Tom  William- 
son). Among  62  White-crowned 
Sparrows  at  Leamington  13  Dec 
was  a single  of  subspecies  gambelii 
(AW). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  at- 
tempting to  winter  were  at  Ingle- 
side  late  Nov-2  Dec  (HZ)  and  at 
Burlington  23-31  Dec  (Dorothy  ' . < 

Burgess).  Another  was  at  Port  , - ' J 
Burwell  10  Feb-4  Mar  Qohn 
Wylie,  Carol  Wylie).  Indigo  Bun- 
tings taking  advantage  of  the  mild 
winter  included  one  male  pho- 
tographed at  Cambridge  8 Jan 
(Leonard  Modderman);  another 


took  advantage  of  a feeder 
near  Huntsville  26  Dec+ 
(Charlie  Forret,  Penny  Forret); 
and  yet  another  wintered  at 
Tobermory  but  was  not  identi- 
hed  until  29  Feb  (m.ob.)  and 
reappeared  24  Mar,  showing 
obvious  signs  of  molt.  A Bob- 
olink at  Vinemount,  Hamilton 
24  Dec-10  Jan  (RZD,  m.ob.) 
made  only  the  3rd  winter 
record  for  the  province.  An 
early  arrival  of  blackbirds  oc- 
curred at  Point  Pelee  31  Jan, 
including  record-early  90  Red- 
winged Blackbirds  (AW).  The 
only  Baltimore  Oriole  report- 
ed was  a splendid  ad.  male  at 
Thornton,  Simcoe  11-28  Dec 
(Susan  Lawrence  et  ah).  It  was 
a good  year  for  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  in  n.  Ontario. 
One,  of  subspecies  littoralis, 
was  at  Geraldton,  Thunder 
Bay  4-5  Jan  (Alain  Saindon, 
Terry  Saindon);  subspecies 
tephrocotis  was  represented  by 
individuals  at  MacDiarmid, 
Thunder  Bay  10  Jan-9  Feb 
(Agnes  Michon,  Harold  Mi- 
chon,  m.ob.)  and  Rossport, 
Thunder  Bay  24  Jan-23  Feb 
(Marco  Tremblay  et  ah).  There 
was  a light  incursion  into  the 
s.  of  White -winged  Crossbills, 
with  widely  scattered  reports 
throughout  the  period.  Red 
Crossbills  remained  farther  n., 
in  the  traditional  areas.  Com- 
mon Redpolls  were  found  in 
small  numbers  in  the  s.,  with 
the  occasional  Hoary  Redpoll  in  the  mix.  Two 
female  Hoary  Redpolls  at  Marentette  Beach  27- 
28  Jan  (AW  et  al.)  furnished  just  the  6th  Point 
Pelee  record.  In  the  n.,  all  4 North  American 


This  male  Spotted  Towhee  spent  the  entire  winter  at  Longlac,  Thunder  Bay 
District,  Ontario  12  November  201 1 through  29  February  201 2 and  later 
(here  27  January).  Photograph  by  Joshua  D.  Vandermeulen. 
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redpoll  taxa  were  once  again  present  at  a Mara- 
thon feeding  station  17  Jan+  (MTB,  m.ob.). 

Addendum:  For  the  winter  2011  season  re- 
port (North  American  Birds  65:  263-267),  add 
one  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  at  Niagara  Falls  24- 
29  Dec  (Jeffery  H.  Skevington  et  al). 
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Blake  A.  Mann,  171  Margaret  Avenue, 

Wallaceburg,  Ontario  N8A  2A3  (boatmann@kent.net) 


This  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Hamilton,  Ontario  furnished 
a first  winter  record  for  the  Hamilton  area  14  December  201 1 
(here)  through  3 January  2012.  Photograph  by  Michael  Veltri. 
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Greg  Grove  virites:  “After  three  years  of 
real  winters,  the  winter  of  2011-2012 
was  remarkably  mild,  and  seemingly,  if 
not  quite,  snow-free.  The  oddness  of  the  season 
was  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  two  of  the  big- 
gest snow  events  (in  Pennsylvania)  occurred  in 
October  and  April,  each  over  a month  outside 
of  our  “winter”  reporting  period  of  December 
through  February.”  This  lack  of  snowfall,  which 
was  Region- wide,  is  as  noteworthy  as  the  mild 
temperature,  both  for  what  it  meant  for  leav- 
ing food  resources  uncovered,  and  for  what  it 
may  mean  for  water  resources  in  subsequent 
seasons. 

With  this  season,  we  may  well  have  glimpsed 
the  future — one  in  which  many  species  of  wa- 
terfowl, some  in  the  tens  of  thousands,  do  not 
migrate  any  farther  south  than  our  Region, 
as  illustrated  by  the  Red-breasted  Mergansers 
this  season  on  Lake  Erie.  Peak  crane  migration 
through  the  western  portion  of  the  Region, 
once  coincident  with  Thanksgiving  time,  may 
become  a Christmas  holiday  treat.  Inland  res- 
ervoirs, normally  frozen,  may  well  see  more 
visitation  by  gull  species  once  restricted  to 
the  warm-water  outlets  of  Lake  Erie’s  generat- 
ing plants.  Will  Arctic  gull  species  ultimately 
opt  out  of  wintering  this  far  south  in  as  great 
a number,  or  will  our  landfills  continue  to  at- 
tract them?  In  our  backyards,  the  change  may 
be  most  evident:  the  “heat  islands”  of  our  urban 
centers  are  now  so  attractive  as  to  host  16  spe- 
cies of  warblers  into  January:  will  cities  become 
regular  wintering  areas  for  more  and  more  spe- 
cies we  think  of  as  “Neotropical  migrants”  now? 
More  and  more,  such  species  are  found  “in  the 
wild,”  surviving  along  riparian  corridors  well 
away  from  feeding  stations. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Greg  Grove  for  help 
in  preparing  this  report. 

Abbreviations:  Byrd  Dam  (Robert  C.  Byrd 
Locks  and  Dam,  Mason,  WV);  Caesar  Creek 
(Caesar  Creek  S.R,  Warren/Greene,  OH);  Con- 
neaut  (Conneaut  Marsh  and  Harbor,  Ashtabula, 
OH);  Femald  (Femald  Nature  Preserve,  Ham- 
ilton, OH);  Killdeer  Plains  (Killdeer  Plains 
WM.A.,  Wyandot/Marion,  OH);  Magee  (Magee 


Marsh  WM.A.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH);  Metzger 
(Metzger  Marsh  WM.A.,  Lucas,  OH);  N.WPC.P. 
Northeast  Water  Pollution  Control  Plant, 
Philadelphia,  PA);  Ottawa  (Ottawa  N.WR.,  Ot- 
tawa/Lucas, OH);  P.l.S.R  (Presque  Isle  S.P,  Erie, 
PA);  PO.D.  (Pennypack  on  the  Delaware  R., 
Philadephia,  PA;  S.B.C.B.C.  (Southern  Bucks 
C.B.C.,  Bucks,  PA);  S.L.C.B.C.  (Southern  Lan- 
caster C.B.C.,  Lancaster,  PA);  S.R.C.E  (Susque- 
hanna R.  Conejohela  Flats,  Lancaster,  PA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

The  Pink-footed  Goose  at  Pine  Run  Dam, 
Bucks,  PA  reported  in  the  fall  was  last  seen  1 
Dec  (m.ob.).  Late  fall  migrant  flocks  of  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  in  Ohio  totaled  about  35 
birds,  with  the  highest  count  being  19  at  Fer- 
nald  2-3  Jan  (LK,  BWu).  Spring  returns  begin- 
ning 25  Jan  in  Wyandot  (DSJ)  and  28  Jan  in  Ma- 
honing Q.  Harvey)  totaled  37  birds;  14  at  Kill- 
deer Plains  25  Feb  (A.  Champagne  et  al.)  and 
5 at  Thomas  wetlands,  Paulding,  OH  20  Feb 
(S.  Meyers)  were  the  largest  flocks  of  returning 
birds.  In  Pennsylvania,  Greater  White-fronteds 
were  reported  in  nine  counties  during  the  pe- 
riod (m.ob.).  A flock  of  5 was  seen  at  Roaring 
Creek,  Randolph,  WV  10  Dec  (RB),  accompa- 
nied by  a Snow  Goose.  The  only  other  Snow 
Geese  reported  from  the  cen.  Highlands  were 
singles  in  Preston,  WV  29  Feb  (TBn),  Westmore- 
land, PA  7 Jan  (D.  Mohney),  and  Clearfield,  PA 
21  Dec  (T.  Schreckengost),  plus  3 in  Somerset, 
PA  7 Feb  (ML).  The  largest  mid-winter  flock  in 
Ohio  numbered  12  in  Wood  1 Jan  (S.  Lause). 
Late  fall  Ross’s  Geese  in  Ohio  appeared  as  sin- 
gles in  Stark  10  Dec  (L.  Dornan),  Ashtabula  4 
Dec  (RKK,  m.ob.),  and  Ashland  13 
Dec  (GC);  spring  birds  included  in- 
dividuals in  Stark  5 Feb  (T.  Troutner), 

Wayne  26-28  Jan  (BG,  G.  Hostetler, 
m.ob.),  Ottawa  22  Feb  (EK),  and 
Wood  1 Eeb  (MRz).  In  Pennsylvania, 
a Ross’s  Goose  at  Colyer  L.,  Centre  22 
Dec  QV)  was  unusual  for  that  loca- 
tion, and  a rare  blue  morph  was  at 
Bath,  Northampton,  PA  27  Jan  (ph. 

RW).  Eive  other  Ross’s  Geese  in  Penn- 
sylvania were  noted  in  Bucks,  Chester, 

Lancaster,  and  Northampton  (m.ob.). 

The  14  late  fall  Cackling  Geese  in 
Ohio  were  led  by  7 at  Clear  Pork  Res., 

Richland  24  Dec  QH),  and  another  30 
were  in  the  spring  flight  from  29  Jan+ 
scattered  across  12  counties;  11  in 
Franklin  30  Jan  (PHu)  made  the  high 
count.  Wintering  birds  were  scarce, 
led  by  flocks  of  6 in  Franklin  16  Jan 
(RTh),  5 in  Hamilton  21  Jan  QMa), 
and  4 in  Wood  1 1 Jan  (MRz).  Un- 
usual for  the  Ohio  R.  Valley,  2 were  at 
Proctorville,  Lawrence,  OH  2 Jan  (ph. 


WA).  An  extraordinary  count  for  West  Virginia 
was  11  at  Possil  Park,  Randolph  13  Jan  (RB). 
The  only  other  birds  within  the  cen.  Highlands 
were  Pennsylvania  singles  in  Lycoming  3 Jan 
(NP),  Clearfield  8 Dec  (].  Martini),  and  Bedford 
28  Jan  (D.  Snell).  An  excellent  total  of  75  Brant 
was  tallied  on  the  S.L.C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  BS). 
Other  Brant  in  Pennsylvania  included  2 on  the 
Reading  C.B.C.,  Berks  18  Dec,  one  at  Nocka- 
mixon  S.R,  Bucks  10  Dec  (R  Cooper),  and  one 
at  Somerset  L.,  Chester  15  Jan+  (M.  Kasprzak, 
S.  Modia,  m.ob.).  A Trumpeter  Swan  strayed 
to  Moraine  S.R,  Butler,  PA  8-17  Dec  (SC,  KA, 
M.  David  et  al).  The  41  Tundra  Swans  flying 
upriver  at  Byrd  Dam,  Mason,  WV  21  Jan  (TD) 
may  represent  a state  record  count  for  midwin- 
ter. A flock  of  14  at  Prickett’s  Fork  S.R,  Marion, 
WV  22  Jan  (TBn)  was  equally  impressive  for 
the  cen.  Highlands.  The  Western  Basin  marshes 
supported  at  least  1800  birds  into  earlyjan  (TB 


This  Harlequin  Duck  was  found  among  the  breakwaters  at 
Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Erie  County,  Pennsylvania  on  8 January 
2012;  this  is  the  most  reliable  spot  to  look  for  this  species  in 
the  state.  Photograph  by  Shawn  Collins. 


Rare  in  general,  but  especially  in  the  American  East,  this  blue-morph  Ross's 
Goose  was  found  in  a large  flock  of  Snow  Geese  at  Bath,  Northampton  County, 
Pennsylvania  on  27  January  201 2 and  represented  only  the  second  record  of 
this  color  morph  in  the  county.  Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 
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This  juvenile  White  Ibis  found  at  Kaercher  Creek  Lake,  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania  1 1 November 
201 1 remained  through  the  winter  (here  14  March  201 2),  making  the  first  winter  record  of  the 
species  in  Pennsylvania  and  probably  one  of  very  few  for  the  northeastern  United  States. 
Photograph  by  Rick  Wiltraut. 


et  al).  Several  hundred  more  wintered  within 
Ohio’s  interior,  led  by  195  at  Killdeer  Plains  10 
Jan  (TBa). 

A Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Fernald  3-9  Jan 
(BWu,  LK,  m.ob,);  there  are  fewer  than  10 
mid-winter  records  for  Ohio.  One  was  re- 
ported from  S.R.C.E  31  Jan  (M.  Epler).  Early 
spring  weather  brought  Blue-winged  Teal  back 
to  Ohio  in  Clinton  3 Feb  (BPo).  In  Pennsylva- 
nia, Blue-winged  Teal  were  recorded  in  Feb 
in  Beaver,  Cumberland,  Chester,  Lebanon,  and 
Philadelphia  (m.ob.).  Rare  mid-winter  birds 
were  reported  from  Cumberland  2 Jan  (RKo) 
and  Falls  Township  Park,  Bucks,  PA  17  Jan  (ph. 
B.  Cunningham).  Two  Eurasian  Teal  were  near 
LaSalle  College,  Newtown,  Bucks,  PA  17-27 
Jan  (ph.  M.  Gallagher,  m.ob.).  Two  Harlequin 
Ducks  in  Pennsylvania  included  one  on  the 
Susquehanna  R.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming  19- 
22  Dec  (NF)  and  one  at  Rl.S.P  8 Jan  (ph.  SC). 
Away  from  L.  Erie,  single  Surf  Scoters  were  at 
Moraine  S.P.,  Butler,  PA  8-18  Feb  (D.  Darney  et 
al.)  and  on  the  Shenandoah  R.,  Jefferson,  WV 
29  Jan  (JBk).  Scarce  in  the  highlands,  a White- 
winged Scoter  was  at  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia,  WV 
21  Jan  (TBn,  LG),  another  visited  Yellow  Creek 
S.P,  Indiana,  PA  4-6  Dec  (MH,  JD  et  al),  and 
a late  fall  flock  of  12  dropped  in  at  Bald  Eagle 
S.P,  Centre,  PA  1 1 Dec  (M.  Dreibelbis).  Other 
White-wmgeds  in  Pennsylvania  included  3 at 


L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks 
3 Dec  (K.  Lebo)  and 
10  at  Rl.S.P.  4 Feb+ 

(m.ob.).  Away  from 
L.  Erie,  single  Black 
Scoters  were  at  Cae- 
sar Creek  12-13  Jan 
QC),  Cheat  L.,  Monongalia,  WV  21  Jan  (LG), 
Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA  7-8  Dec  0-  Silagy),  and 
on  the  Delaware  R.,  Philadelphia,  PA  16-17  Feb 
(TF).  Rare  after  Dec,  up  to  2 Black  Scoters  were 
at  Rl.S.P  17  Jan-23  Feb  (ST,  JM).  Most  win- 
ter reports  of  Long-tailed  Ducks  from  the  cen. 
Highlands  are  of  singles,  so  a hock  of  8 at  Bald 
Eagle  S.R,  Centre,  PA  24  Feb  was  outstanding 
(A.  Lamoreaux,  A.  Weber  et  al.).  A flock  of  28 
Long-tailed  Ducks  graced  Breneman’s  Quarry, 
Berks,  PA  28  Jan  (N.  Weber).  Photographic 
documentations  of  Red-breasted  Merganser 
rafts  throughout  the  Lorain  harbor  area  23  Jan 
revealed  34,000  birds,  a record  count  for  mid- 
winter in  Ohio  (ph,  VF). 

Two  Red-throated  Loon  reports  from  Ohio 
included  a late  fall  bird  at  Caesar  Creek  16-18 
Dec  (RA,  BWu,  m.ob.)  and,  exceptional  for 
midwinter,  a bird  at  East  Fork  S.R,  Clermont  1 
Jan  (BSy,  M.  GilsdorO.  Additional  late  fall  mi- 
grants within  the  Allegheny  Mts.  of  Pennsylva- 
nia included  2 at  Pymatuning  S.R,  Crawford  13 
Dec  (SC)  and  singles  at  Moraine  S.R,  Butler  12 


This  Franklin's  Gull  at  Blue  Marsh  Lake,  Pennsylvania  1 5-20  (here  1 8)  December  2011  attracted  many 
admirers  during  its  stay  and  marked  only  the  second  record  for  Berks  County.  Photograph  Rick  Wiltraut. 

& 17  Dec  (S.  Daugherty,  B.  VanNewkirk  et  al.) 
and  Colyer  Lake  Recreation  Area,  Centre  1 Dec 
(NF  et  al.).  Red-throated  Loons  were  also  re- 
corded in  Pennsylvania  in  Berks,  Bucks,  Carbon, 
Clearfield,  Montgomery,  and  Wyoming  during 
the  period.  Best  counts  in  Pennsylvania  were  3 
at  Nockamixon  S.R,  Bucks  4 Dec  (S.  Shreiner), 
3 at  Peace  Valley  Park,  Bucks  3 Dec  (S,  Kadr), 
and  3 at  Bald  Eagle  S.R,  Centre  1 Dec  (G.  Zielin- 
ski). Common  Loon  is  considered  accidental  in 
midwinter,  yet  Ohio  recorded  at  least  15  birds, 
exceeding  the  Jan  total  for  the  past  10  years. 
Inland  Wintering  birds  included  singles  at  Wil- 
lard Res.,  Huron  12  Jan  (VF),  Wellington  Res., 
Lorain  20  Jan  (K.  Ostermiller),  Hoover  Res., 
Franklin  16  Jan  (DSr,  C.  Bombaci),  Watermark 
Quarry,  Columbus  through  3 Feb  (PHu,  DSr, 
m.ob.),  Eastwood  Metropark,  Dayton  21  Jan 
(RA),  and  Summit  L.,  Summit  through  4 Feb 
(G.  Bennett,  CH),  plus  2 at  East  Fork  S.R,  Cler- 
mont through  20  Feb  (N.  Cade,  J.  Bens,  K.  Hut- 
ton, m.ob.).  Notable  within  the  cen.  Highlands 
were  2 at  Bald  Eagle  S.R,  Centre,  PA  through 


This  unexpected  Red  Phalarope  showed  up  at  Bald  Knob,  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania  on  the 
outlandish  date  of  28  February  2012.  It  represented  a fourth  record  for  the  county  and  probably 
the  first  ever  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  month  of  February.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 
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15  Jan  (S.  Braun,  JV,  m.ob.),  one  on  the  Ohio 
R.,  Allegheny,  PA  (MV),  and  one  on  Cheat  L., 
Monongalia,  WY  through  9 Jan  (DC,  TBn).  A 
nice  late  count  of  33  Common  Loons  came 
from  Yellow  Creek  S.?.,  Indiana  6 Dec  (MH,  JD). 
Few  late  fall  Red-necked  Grebes  were  detected 
across  the  Region,  although  singles  at  Kiser 
Lake  S.P.,  Logan,  OH  18  Dec  (DO)  and  Cheat 
L.,  Monongalia,  WV  1 Jan  (TBn,  DC)  were  lo- 
cally rare.  Midwinter  birds  were  more  con- 
spicuous than  usual,  with  one  at  Beaver  Run 
Res.,  Westmoreland,  PA  19  Jan-5  Feb  (K.  Byerly 
et  al),  Raystown  Dam,  Huntington,  PA  31  Jan 
(GG),  Marsh  Creek  S.E,  Chester,  PA  16-17  Jan 
(A.  Davis,  N.  Pulcinella,  HM),  and  at  Kurtz’s 
Fish  Hatchery,  Chester,  PA  24  jan-10  Feb  (HM, 
m.ob.).  A wintering  bird  at  West  Carrolton, 
Montgomery  30  Dec-15  Jan  (RA,  BWu,  m.ob.) 
was  unique  for  sw.  Ohio.  Eared  Grebe  is  excep- 
tional in  Jan  anywhere  in  the  Region.  Singles  at 
Fairport  Harbor,  Lake,  OH  4 Jan  (KMr)  and  at 
Prairie  Oaks  Metropark,  Franklin,  OH  6-8  Jan 
(DSr,  TBa,  m.ob.)  might  be  construed  as  late 
fall  migrants,  were  it  not  for  the  absence  of  Dec 
reports.  Another  appeared  off  the  Cleveland 
lakefront  8-24  Jan  (H.  Petruschke,  B.  Banish, 
C.  Slusarcyzk  Jr.,  ph.  VF,  G.  Coleman). 

Sixty-two  Great  Cormorants  were  tallied 
in  Bucks,  PA  27  Jan  (DF).  Lingering  Ameri- 
can Bitterns  in  Pennsylvania  included  one  at 
Huntsdale  Hidden  Pond,  Cumberland  5 Dec  (E 
Banks)  and  one  at  John  Heinz  N.WR.,  Phila- 
delphia 1 Jan  (D.  McGovern).  In  Ohio,  single 
Great  Egrets  lingered  well  n.  into  midwinter: 
along  the  Cuyahoga  R.,  Cuyahoga  25  Dec-9  Jan 
(Dwight  & Ann  Chasar,  JBr  et  al),  just  w.  of 
Vermilion,  Erie  10  Feb  (STt),  at  Medusa  Marsh, 
Erie  17  Feb  (D.  Lee),  and  near  Toledo  1 Jan  (S. 
Corbo).  In  Pennsylvania,  reports  came  from  Big 
Spring,  Cumberland,  PA  12  Dec-14  Jan  (VG,  A. 


Althoygh  many  Thayer's  Gulls  have  been  reported  in 
Pennsylvania  overthe  years,  few  have  been  well  documented. 
This  first-cycle  bird  was  at  Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Erie  County 
3 January  2012,  one  of  four  seen  there  during  the  season. 
Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilHms. 


This  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Newville,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania  4-5  (here 
4)  January  2012  represented  a first  county  record  and  the  fifth  overall  for  Pennsylva- 
nia. Photograph  by  Dale  Gearheart. 


This  Painted  Bunting  present  at  Washington  Boro,  Pennsylvania  31  December  2011 
through  22  (here  20)  January  201 2 made  the  second  record  for  Lancaster  County,  both 
sightings  being  about  a mile  apart.  Photograph  by  Holly  Msrker. 


Winters,  m.ob.),  Penn-War- 
ner  Tract,  Bucks  10  Jan  (DF), 
and  Peace  Valley  Park,  Bucks 
25  Jan  (R.  Frock).  Remarkable 
was  one  at  Horsehoe  Pond, 

Erie  24  Dec-19  Jan  0.  Matz, 

MW).  Several  others  lingered 
in  Pennsylvania  through  Dec 
in  Bucks,  Crawford,  Cumber- 
land, and  Lebanon.  A Cattle 
Egret  at  Ono,  Lebanon,  PA  25- 
27  Dec  represents  the  latest 
ever  in  Pennsylvania  (T.  & K. 

Becker,  m.ob.),  and  one  was 
still  sw.  of  Berlin,  Holmes,  OH 
6 Dec  (R.  Hershberger).  Lin- 
gering Green  Herons  were  at 
Longwood  Gardens,  Chester, 

PA  11  Dec  (LL  et  al),  John 
Heinz  N.W.R.,  Philadelphia, 

PA  6 Jan  (TF),  and  on  the 
Morgantown,  WV  C.B.C.  18 
Dec  (GF).  A flock  of  86  Black- 
crowned  Night-Herons  were 
by  the  Sandusky  coal  docks, 

Erie,  OH  11  Jan  (VF,  TB).  One 
was  in  Philadelphia,  PA  26  Jan 
(K.  Januski).  One  on  the  Bea- 
ver R.,  Beaver,  PA  5-23  Feb  (E. 

Richards)  was  exceptional  for 
w.  Pennsylvania  in  midwinter. 

Ajuv.  White  Ibis  found  in  the 
fall  at  Kaercher  Creek  Park, 

Berks,  PA  remained  through 
the  season,  providing  the  first 
winter  record  for  Pennsylva- 
nia and  one  of  very  few  for 
the  ne.  United  States  (m.ob., 
ph.  RW). 

VULTUiESTIiOUGH 
JAEGERS 

Black  Vultures  remain  newsworthy  along  the 
Ohio  River  Valley,  where  one  was  found  in 
Washington,  OH  28  Jan  (K.  Carlsen),  and  5 
were  n.  to  Ross  Ridge,  Jefferson,  OH  4 Jan  (SP). 
Much  farther  n.,  2 were  at  Allegheny  Res.,  War- 
ren, PA  on  the  border  with  New  York  10  Feb 
(L.  Frauen).  A mid-winter  roost  of  9 Turkey 
Vultures  was  found  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  31  Jan 
(DG).  Singles  were  n.  along  L.  Erie  in  Ottawa, 
OH  1 Jan  (T.  Martincic),  and  Ashtabula,  OH  4 
Jan  (A.  Thorton).  Although  an  annual  winter 
visitor  to  L.  Erie’s  Western  Basin,  few  North- 
ern Goshawks  are  so  well  documented  as  one 
on  Kelleys  I.,  Erie,  OH  23  Feb  (ph.  TB  et  al). 
Ospreys  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  period  in- 
cluded one  along  the  Schuykill  R.,  Chester  9 
Feb  (L.  Miller),  one  on  the  Newville  C.B.C., 
Cumberland  2 Feb  (M.  Craig),  and  one  at  Clear- 
view  Res.  and  Zook’s  Dam,  Juniata  1-16  Jan  (D. 


Brackbill).  One  lingered  in  Ohio  at  Clear  Fork 
Res.,  Richland  9 Dec  (S.  McKee,  JideJH).  Away 
from  normal  wintering  sites,  single  Golden 
Eagles  were  reported  from  Hancock,  OH  2 Jan 
(RSs),  at  Slate  Run  Metropark,  Pickaway,  OH 
14  Jan  (A.  Krava),  and  in  Paulding,  OH  21  Dec 
(M.  Dunakin).  One  at  Moraine  S.P.,  Butler,  PA 
20  Feb  (ph.  J.  Dingle)  was  rare  there.  A dark- 
morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  reported  at  Sec- 
ond Mt.  hawkwatch,  Lebanon,  PA  31  Dec  (M. 
Cox,  D.  Schenck,  m.ob.).  A dark  Gyrfalcon 
was  well  described  on  the  Hamburg  C.B.C., 
Berks  30  Dec  (D.  Hughes).  The  Cumberland, 
PA  Prairie  Falcon  was  present  through  mid- 
Feb,  the  6th  consecutive  winter  (m.ob.).  While 
fairly  widespread  across  Ohio  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, winter  Merlins  are  rarely  found  in  West 
Virginia,  but  singles  were  seen  in  Monongalia 
9-21  Feb  (KA)  and  Grant  11  Dec  (FA).  The 
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Pennsylvania  hosted  two  Bullock's  Orioles  during  the  winter.  This  adult  male  Bullock's  Oriole  present  29  January  2012  (upper  image; 
here  20  February)  In  Douglas  Township,  Montgomery  County  first  appeared  last  winter  as  an  immature  male.  A female  Bullock's  at 
Decorum,  Pennsylvania  from  mid-  (here  25)  February  2012  through  the  end  of  the  season  represented  a first  record  for  Huntingdon 

County.  Photographs  by  Rick  Wiltraat  (upper)  and  Geoff  Malosh. 


late  fall  Sandhill  Crane  flight  was  diffuse  and 
protracted,  allowing  for  only  about  2700  birds 
detected  over  sw.  Ohio.  The  peak  tally  of  540-r 
over  Fernald  OMa.  R.  Foppe  et  ah),  with  80  as 
far  e.  as  Fayette  (A.  Jones  et  al.)  came  on  the  late 
date  of  2 Jan.  At  least  200  were  still  in  Highland, 
OH  8 Jan  (K.  Staley).  Another  35  birds  could 


274 


be  seen  heading  southward  over  Preble  10 
Jan  (J.  Moore).  True  wintering  birds  remained 
scarce  in  Ohio,  with  up  to  4 birds  in  the  vicinity 
of  Metzger  and  adjacent  marshes  of  Ottawa  and 
Magee  6 Jan-16  Feb  (DG,  EK,  m.ob.).  Only  6 
were  found  in  Lawrence,  PA  7-22  Jan  (MV,  R. 
Nugent).  Singles  were  at  Middle  Creek  WM.A., 


Lancaster,  PA  4-6  Jan  0-  Lefever,  B.  Carl)  and 
in  Berks,  PA  8 Jan  (P.  Montgomery).  Spring  mi- 
gration was  marked  by  6 in  Licking,  OH  1 Feb 
(A.  Rau)  and  9 at  Pickerington  Ponds,  Franklin, 

OH  5 Feb  (BSs).  A flock  of  16  Sandhill  Cranes 
was  observed  flying  over  State  College,  Centre, 

PA  18  Dec  (DWe,  AL). 

Killdeer  wintered  across  the  Region  in  much 
larger  numbers  than  usual.  Mid-winter  re- 
cords from  L.  Erie  counties  included  singles 
m Cuyahoga  7 & 17  Jan  (DG,  M.  Sandy)  and 
in  Erie  22  Jan  (ph.  VF).  The  e.  edge  of  the  Al- 
legheny Front  supported  14  in  Grant,  WV  15 
Jan  (FA),  15  in  Hardy,  WV  15  Jan  QBk),  and  9 
in  Centre  18  Jan  (1.  Gardner).  Spring  migrants 
were  winging  into  the  Region  by  26  Jan.  An  as- 
tounding find  was  an  American  Golden-Plo- 
ver 9 Dec  at  Caesar  Creek  (ph.  RA),  only  the 
3rd  winter  record  for  Ohio.  A Lesser  Yellowlegs 
was  at  Funk  Bottoms  WM.A.,  Wayne,  OH  24 
Dec  (GC),  one  was  at  Struble  L.,  Chester,  PA 
during  the  Elverson  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (LL),  and  4 
were  at  Reistville  and  Prescott  Road  Ponds,  Leb- 
anon, PA  6-19  Dec  (S.  Stahl,  R.  Miller),  for  the 
latest  county  record  ever.  Four  Purple  Sandpip- 
ers reported  as  singles  in  early  Dec  were  found 
from  Erie,  PA  (ST)  to  Erie,  OH  (A.  Sewell,  L. 
Deatley  m.ob.);  one  lingered  at  Huron,  Erie, 

OH  through  20  Jan  (KMr).  A Red  Phalarope 
was  present  at  Imperial,  PA  24-25  Feb  for  a 4th 
Allegheny  record  (G.  Gerben  et  al.,  ph  GM).  A j 
late  Dunlin  was  still  at  Pickerel  Creek  WM.A., 
Sandusky,  OH  26  Dec  (MRz),  and  a very  late 
Spotted  Sandpiper  was  at  John  Heinz  N.WR.,  i 
Delaware,  PA  8 Jan  (R.  Ford,  C.  DeStein).  A , 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  found  in  Nov  at  Pyma-  j! 
tuning  L.,  Crawford,  PA  remained  until  at  least  * 

1 Jan  (MV,  R.  Leberman,  SC)  and  represents  the  , 

hrst  mid-winter  record  for  the  Region.  A lin- 
gering Baird’s  Sandpiper  was  at  Bald  Eagle  S.E, 
Centre,  PA  7 Dec  (ph.  AL).  A Pectoral  Sand- 
piper in  Lebanon,  PA  until  at  least  6 Dec  (S.  j 
Stahl,  Randy  Miller)  marks  only  the  2nd  win- 
ter record  for  the  state.  Single  Wilson’s  Snipe 
could  be  found  wintering  n.  to  Crawford,  PA  16 
Jan  (SC)  and  Cuyahoga,  OH  1 Jan  (NA).  Spring  ; 
American  Woodcocks  returned  by  late  Jan  to  ; 
the  Region  and  were  n.  to  Schuylkill,  PA  31  Jan 
(D.  Kruel)  and  Somerset,  PA  26  Jan  (ML);  one 
was  heard  in  Bucks,  PA  17  Jan  (S.  Brauer).  A 
woodcock  in  Centre,  PA  1 Jan  (M.  Dreibelbis) 
was  probably  attempting  to  overwinter. 

Two  or  more  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  ac- 
counted for  Central  Basin  sightings  at  Wendy  ; 
Park,  Cuyahoga,  OH  20  Dec  and  3 Jan  QBr), 
in  Lake,  OH  3 Jan  (]P),  and  at  Avon  L.,  Lo- 
rain, OH  25  Feb  (E.  McQuaid).  Forty-four  i 
Little  Gulls  remained  in  Bucks,  PA  8 Dec.  (B. 
Keim);  singles  were  at  Cleveland  3 Jan  (JBr)  | 
and  PI.S.P  during  the  Erie  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (A. 

Erb).  Single  ad.  Black-headed  Gulls  were  in 
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Lake,  OH  3 Jan  QP)  and  at  L.  Arthur,  Butler, 
PA  9 Dec-4  Jan  (m.ob.),  and  a first-cycle  bird 
was  at  the  S.R.C.E  5-15  Feb  (EW,  m.ob.)-  An 
ad.  Franklins  Gull  in  breeding  plumage  ap- 
peared at  Caesar  Creek  19-20  Feb  (STt,  BPo, 

m. ob.).  In  Pennsylvania,  a first-cycle  Franklin’s 
at  Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA  15-20  Dec  repre- 
sented a 2nd  county  record  (TBr,  m.ob.).  From 
the  fall  period,  Ohio’s  first  Black-tailed  Gull 
at  Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ashtabula,  OH  remained 
through  28  Feb  (M.  Brehmer,  m.ob.).  Close 
study  of  Lorain,  OH  gulls  revealed  no  fewer 
than  4 California  Gulls  during  the  season;  an 

ad.  21  Jan  (ph.  JP),  a first-cycle  bird  22  Jan 
(EB,  ph.  G.  Leidy),  and  third-  and  second-cy- 
cle birds  12-13  Feb  (ph.  CSk,  EB,  GLy,  JP).  A 
California  Gull  was  at  Rl.S.E  16  Jan  (MW);  a 
different  ad.,  thought  to  be  of  the  albertaensis 
subspecies,  was  there  29  Jan  QM).  Rare  inland, 
single  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  in  Franklin,  OH  29 
Jan  (PHu),  for  a first  county  record,  and  at 
Clear  Fork  Res.,  Richland,  OH  9 Feb  QH).  In 
Pennsylvania,  an  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull  was  along 
Mud  Level  Rd.,  Cumberland  19  Jan  (DB,  JB),  4 
different  individuals  were  identified  in  Presque 
Isle  Bay,  Erie  4 Jan-14  Feb  QM,  MW),  and  one 
was  on  the  Susquehanna  R.,  Lancaster/York 
during  the  S.L.C.B.C.  18  Dec  (BS,  R.  Phillips). 
Single  Iceland  Gulls  were  unexpected  at  Alum 


Creek  Res.,  Delaware,  OH  8 Jan  (PHu)  and  at 
Point  S.P,  Allegheny,  PA  11  Feb  (GM).  A record 
season  saw  more  than  50  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  in  Ohio,  including  18  at  the  county  land- 
fill in  Wood  8 Feb  (TK).  Another  14  within 
Ohio’s  interior  included  at  least  7 birds  (4  ads., 
2 second-cycle,  one  third-cycle)  visiting  Clear 
Fork  Res.,  Richland  3 Dec-8  Feb  QH,  m.ob.). 
Representing  rare  county  records  were  singles 
at  Indian  L.,  Logan  24  Dec  Q.  Lutmerding  et 
al),  Columbus  28  Jan  (BSs),  and  Caesar  Creek 
16  Feb  QC,  J.  Rettig).  Away  from  L.  Erie,  single 
Ohio  Glaucous  Gulls  were  in  Franklin  14-28 
Jan  (PHu)  and  Alum  Creek  Res.,  Delaware  8 Jan 
(PHu),  while  2 visited  Clear  Fork  Res.,  Rich- 
land: a first-cycle  28  Dec-8  Jan  (JH,  AT,  m.ob.) 
and  a third-cycle  7 & 25  Jan  (GC,  BG,  AT,  JH). 
The  latter  site  hosted  a Great  Black-backed  Gull 
6-15  Jan  (BG,  GC  et  al).  The  only  other  inland 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  w.  of  the  mts.  was  on 
the  Ohio  R.  at  Huntington,  Cabell,  WV  17-18 
Jan  Q.  Hubbard,  T.  Igou).  Up  to  8 were  above 
Harrisburg  at  Fort  Hunter,  Dauphin,  PA  4 Feb 
(GG).  A Gommon  Tern  lingered  at  Conneaut 
1-4  Dec  (TBn,  LK,  m.ob.).  Single  Pomarine  Jae- 
gers on  L.  Erie  were  at  Headlands  Beach  S.P, 
Lake,  OH  22  Dec  (N.  Barber),  Lorain  Harbor, 
Lorain,  OH  2 Dec  (RKK),  and  at  Wendy  Park, 
Cuyahoga,  OH  5 Dec-4  Jan  (S.  Loss,  JBr,  RKK, 


m.ob.),  with  a late  bird  at  Lorain  Harbor,  Lo- 
rain, OH  7 Jan  (JP). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  Celina,  Mercer,  OH  site  for  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  held  13  birds  on  9 Jan  (LK). 
The  species  was  in  residence  through  the  sea- 
son at  Bryan,  Williams,  OH  Q-  Diller).  Two  on 
the  South  Charleston  Bike  Trail,  Clark,  OH 
persisted  through  19  Feb  (DO),  while  one 
near  Rudolph,  Wood,  OH  1 Jan  (TK)  was  at  a 
new  location.  Up  to  3 could  be  seen  at  Shady 
Grove,  Franklin,  PA  27  Jan  (TBr),  and  another 
was  reported  from  Lebanon,  PA  10  Dec  (TBr). 
From  the  West  Virginia  highlands  came  a rare 
report  of  a Barn  Owl  at  Hillsboro,  Pocahontas 
11  Dec  (SK).  In  Pennsylvania,  Barn  Owls  were 
reported  along  Swatara  Rd.,  Dauphin  19  Jan 
(M.  Roach,  T.  Johnson),  and  another  was  found 
there  7 Feb  (S.  Kersting);  others  were  near  St. 
Thomas,  Franklin  29  Feb  (D.  Gearhart),  in  Ju- 
niata 14  Jan  (RKo),  and  in  Philadelphia  12  Feb 
(fide  GG).  The  weak  flight  of  Snowy  Owls  ac- 
counted for  only  12  birds  in  10  Ohio  counties, 
although  10  birds  in  Pennsylvania  across  nine 
counties  made  a good  showing  there.  Once 
again,  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were  widespread 
through  most  of  the  season  (Table  1). 

Single  Eastern  Phoebes  lingered  n.  to  Craw- 
ford,  OH  18  Dec  (GG),  and  Crawford,  PA  20 
Dec  (SC),  with  a mid-winter  bird  at  Colum- 
bus 8 Jan  (D.  Horn).  A Say’s  Phoebe  found  at 
Maple  Knoll  Farms,  Bucks,  PA  13  Dec  remained 
through  the  season  and  provided  a first  county 
record  and  about  the  12th  for  the  state  (R.  62:  Y 
Smith,  m.ob.,  ph.  RW).  Another  rare  flycatcher 
was  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Newville, 
Cumberland,  PA  that  represented  a first  county 
record  and  5th  for  Pennsylvania  (VG,  ph.  D. 
Gearheart,  m.ob.).  A number  of  Northern 
Shrikes  drifted  farther  s.  than  normal,  with  5 
reaching  the  s.  half  of  Ohio  including  singles 
at  Pickerington  Ponds,  Franklin  5 Feb  0-  Simo- 
nis,  DSr,  m.ob.).  Deer  Greek  S.P,  Pickaway  18 
Jan  (G.  Stauffer),  and  The  Wilds,  Muskingum  22 
Jan-3  Feb  (F  Lost,  H.  Nagy,  m.ob.),  plus  2 at 
Egypt  Valley  WM.A.,  Belmont  18  Feb  (SP).  One 
well-documented  bird  reached  Indian  Creek 
WM.A.,  Brown  18  Feb  (ph.  BSy  K.  Westen- 
dorO,  surpassed  in  Ohio  only  by  one  in  Law- 
rence in  1954.  One  in  Tucker,  WV  16  Dec-20 
Jan  (R.  Bartgis,  ph.  RB,  C.  Rucker,  m.ob.),  a 
2nd  county  record,  was  at  the  s.  extreme  for 
records  along  the  Allegheny  Front.  It  was  a 
good  winter  for  Northern  Shrikes  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. A minimum  of  44  were  reported  from 
27  counties,  double  that  of  the  two  previous 
winters  but  far  fewer  than  the  80  tabulated  in 
2007-2008  (m.ob.,  fide  GG).  A White-eyed 
Vireo  was  at  Secrest  Arboretum,  Wayne,  OH  24 
Dec  (A.  Miller,  ph.  C.  Harner,  R.  Steiner).  The 


1 Table  1,  Rsifous  Hummingbirds  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Virginia,  winter  2011-2012. 

Dates 

Age/Sex 

Location 

Documenters 

1 Dec-15  Jan 

HY,F 

Allentown,  Le/)/g/!,  PA 

S.  Burnett 

1 Dec-12  Jan 

HY,F 

Near  Blake,  Afed/no,  OH 

fide  AC 

1 Dec-28  Feb 

AHY,F 

Danielsville,  Northampton,  PA 

D.  & R.  Wagner 

throughout  season 

HY,M 

Hanover,  York,  PA 

S.  Lockerman 

1 Dec-2  Jan 

AHY,F 

Millersburg,  Holmes,  OH 

Martha  Weaver,  BG 

throughout  season 

unknown 

Paoli,  Chester,  PA 

BG 

1 Dec-9  Jan 

AHY 

Carnegie,  A/feg/ieny,  PA 

ph.  S.  Kinzey 

1-10  Dec 

AHY,F 

Peoria,  Union,  OH 

fide  AC 

1 Dec-1 4 Jan 

AHY,F 

Mansfield,  Richland,  OH 

Barb  Jones,  fide  JH,  S.  McKee 

1 Dec-11  Jan 

AHY,F 

Squirrel  Hill,  Allegheny,  PA 

Ph.P.Keyel 

1 Dec-3  Jan 

AHY,F 

Damascus,  Affl/)on//?g,  OH 

ph.D.  Adams,  fide  AC 

1 Dec-4  Jan 

HY,M 

Grantville,  Lebanon,  PA 

T.  Becker 

1 Dec-3  Jan 

AHY,M 

Jacobsburg,  Northampton,  PA 

P.  Houck 

1 Dec-9  Dec 

HY,F 

Beavercreek,  Greene,  OH 

fideTT 

1 Dec-20  Feb 

HY,F 

Canfield,  JMo/ion/ng,  OH 

N.  Brundage,  AC 

1 Dec-10  Jan 

HY,F 

Kearneysville,  Merson,  WV 

K.  Bowers 

through  7 Jan 

unknown 

Triadelphia,0/)/o,WV 

J.  & M.  Morris 

[ HY= hatch-year;  AHY= after-hatch-year;  M= 

male;  F= female. 
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Unlike  the  big  invasion  year  in  the  winter  of  2008-2009,  when  White-winged  Crossbills  were  reported  in  every  county  in 
Pennsylvania,  only  one  White-winged  Crossbill  was  found  in  the  Eastern  Highlands  and  Upper  Ohio  River  Valley  region  in 
winter  201 1 -201 2.  This  male  hit  a window  near  Easton,  Northampton  County  2 February  201 2;  it  eventually  recovered  and 
flew  away.  Photograph  by  Dawn  Kaniper. 


This  first-winter  Harris's  Sparrow  present  since  the  fall  near  Kempton,  Berks  County, 
Pennsylvania  remained  through  the  winter  (here  29  December  201 1 ) and  was  enjoyed 
by  many.  It  represented  a second  county  record.  Photograph  by  Dustin  Welch. 


Common  Raven  in  Knox,  OH,  remained  in  resi- 
dence into  spring  (m.ob.).  More  expected  were 
4 on  Ross  Ridge,  Jefferson,  OH  4 Jan  (SP),  with 
6 near  Bloomingdale,  JcJJerson,  OH  27  Feb  (D. 
Anderson).  Sporadic  reports  from  elsewhere 
within  the  Ohio  River  Valley,  where  rare,  in- 
cluded singles  in  Jackson,  WV  7 Jan  (MHo)  and 
at  New  Martinsville,  Wetzel,  WV  17  Jan  (W  Jar- 
rell). A Tree  Swallow  at  Spring  Valley  WM.A., 
Warren,  OH  22-25  Feb  (C.  Mathena,  BWu  et 
al.),  6 at  New  Hope,  Bucks  25  Feb  (B.  Hoehne), 
2 in  Chester,  PA  27  Feb  (C.  Majors),  and  3 in 
Crawford,  PA  28  Feb  (SC)  were  early  spring 
migrants.  A mid-winter  report  of  2 near  Tul- 
lytown,  Bucks,  PA,  provided  the  first  record  for 
the  Southern  Bucks  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (D.  Jones). 
Twwo  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  were 
at  the  Camp  Hill  Prison,  Cumberland,  a first 
for  the  Harrisburg  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (A.  Furth, 
L.  Linder,  S.  Walker);  one  was  at  the  Lancaster 
Area  Sewage  Authority  Lancaster  11  Dec  (EW); 


and  up  to  150  were  at  the 
traditional  wintering  loca- 
tion at  N.WPC.P.  (m.ob.). 
A late  Barn  Swallow  was  at 
N.WPC.P  1-17  Dec  (m.ob.). 

A late  House  Wren  m 
Hardy,  WV  10  Dec  (FA)  was 
exceptional  for  the  highlands. 
In  Pennsylvania,  lingering 
House  Wrens  were  at  Peace 
Valley  Park,  Bucks  10  Dec  (A. 
Bekker),  Bucktoe  Creek  Pre- 
serve, Chester  5 Dec  (LL  et 
al.),  Somerset  L.,  Chester  19 
Feb  0.  Sebastiani),  Mechan- 
icsburg,  Cumberland  during 
the  Harrisburg  C.B.C.  17  Dec 
(D.  Hoffman),  and  the  Naval 
Business  Center,  Philadelphia 
3-22  Dec  (TF,  m.ob.).  The  only  mid-winter 
report  of  a Marsh  Wren  came  from  Funk  Bot- 
toms WM.A.,  Wayne,  OH  27  Jan  (KMr).  Two 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  in  Cumberland, 
PA  2 Jan  (C.  Cash).  The  northernmost  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  in  Lorain,  OH  14  Jan  (M. 
Smith)  and  in  Crawford,  PA  28  Feb  (SC),  with 
2 in  Cuyahoga  30  Dec  (M.  Bracken).  Remark- 
able was  a Wood  Thrush  found  at  State  Game 
Lands  145,  Lebanon,  PA  4-5  Feb  Q.  Heller,  ph. 
J.  Bosler)  for  only  the  2nd  mid-winter  record 
for  the  Region.  A male  Varied  Thrush  attended 
a feeder  at  the  Bartramian  Audubon  Wildlife 
Sanctuary,  Mercer,  PA  during  the  Butler  C.B.C. 
17  Dec  (Henry  & Linda  Lenz).  Mid-winter 
Gray  Catbirds  were  n.  to  L.  Erie  at  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  Lucas,  OH  14  Jan-17  Feb  (LK,  KO, 
m.ob.),  Metzger  8 Jan  (D.  Disher,  MHo),  and 
Cleveland  Lakefront  S.P,  Wildwood,  Cuyahoga, 
OH  26  Dec-8  Jan  (NA).  Midwinter  American 
Pipits  were  n.  to  Wood,  OH  22  Jan  QR)  and  Erie, 


OH  22  Jan  (ph.  VF),  with  5 in  Crawford,  PA  16 
Jan  (SC).  The  species  was  surprisingly  common 
in  the  West  Virginia  highlands,  with  flocks  in 
Hardy  of  210  on  14Jan  (FA)  and  160  on  28  Jan 
(D.  Carr).  A Lapland  Longspur  in  Jefferson  21- 
22  Jan  (MO,  JBk,  m.ob.)  made  the  lone  report 
from  West  Virginia;  4 Snow  Buntings  were  at 
the  same  location  (C.  Del-Colle,  MO  et  al.). 

Single  Ovenbirds  in  Pennsylvania  included 
one  photographed  in  Allegheny  into  early  Jan 
(fide  SC)  and  one  in  the  gardens  of  the  Bell 
Atlantic  building,  Philadelphia  6-8  Jan  (D. 
Wechsler).  One  survived  at  Inniswood  Metro 
Gardens  in  Columbus,  OH  7 Dec-14  Jan  0- 
Kleinrichert,  C.  Maravich,  ph.  DSr,  TB,  m.ob.). 

A Northern  Waterthrush  was  found  at  Duncan 
Glen,  on  the  e.  shore  of  Hoover  Res.,  Delaware, 

OH  3 Jan  (RTh)  for  an  exceptional  mid-winter 
Ohio  record.  Orange-crowned  Warblers  in 
Pennsylvania  during  the  season  included  one 
in  Bristol  Twp.,  Bucks  17-18  Dec  (M.  Jeitner,  L. 
Rowan)  and  one  at  Langhorne,  Bucks  28  Dec, 
perhaps  the  same  one  reported  there  18  Noy 
marking  the  4th  such  record  in  five  years  (Gerry  ! 
Dewaghe,  Chris  Dewaghe).  Another  Orange-  I 
crowned  attended  a suet  feeder  in  downtown 
West  Chester,  Chester  21  Jan  through  Feb  (M.A. 
Knox,  m.ob.);  this  same  yard  hosted  one  in  , 
winter  2009-2010.  Others  this  season  were  on  I 
S.L.C.B.C.  18  Dec  and  at  Wood’s  Edge  Ponds,  , 
Lancaster  2-26  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  at  least  5-6  | 

overwintered  in  Philadelphia  at  PO.D.,  John 
Heinz  N.WR.,  and  the  Naval  Business  Center. 
Nashville  Warblers  in  Pennsylvania  included 
one  at  Fox  Chapel,  Allegheny  during  the  Pitts- 
burgh C.B.C.  31  Dec,  a first  for  the  count  (Steve  j| 
Thomas,  Sue  Thomas),  one  in  Bristol  Twp.,  j' 
Bucks  29  Jan  (DF),  one  at  Huntingdon  Valley,  j 
Montgomery  29  Dec-3  Jan  (ph.  C.  Ahem),  and  ' 
one  at  PO.D.  5 Jan  (FW).  Lingering  Common  ! 
Yellowthroats  in  Pennsylvania  included  one  at 
Falls  Township  Park,  Bucks  11  Jan  (DF),  up  to  ( 
2 at  Millbrook  Marsh  Nature  Center,  Centre  2 ) 

Dec-28  Feb  (M.  Orien,  JV,  DWe,  AL),  one  on  :| 
the  Linesville  C.B.C.,  Crawford  18  Dec,  only  | 
the  2nd  there  in  70  years,  up  to  5 at  N.WPC.P. 

7 Jan  (K.  Russell),  one  at  PO.D.  5 Dec-17  Jan 
(FW),  and  one  near  Selinsgrove,  Snyder  16  Jan 
Q.  Weller).  One  was  at  East  Toledo,  Lucas,  OH 
30  Jan  (S.  Duris).  A Cape  May  Warbler  was  at 
Perkiomenville,  Montgomery,  PA  12  Dec  (R. 
Gmbb).  Other  lingering  warblers  in  Pennsylva- 
nia included  a Northern  Pamla  at  Ridley  Creek 
S.P,  Delaware  9 Feb  (E.  Weislogel),  a Yellow 
Warbler  at  Fairmont  Park,  Philadelphia  7 Jan  (E. 
Brendel,  J.  Goschke),  and  a Blackpoll  Warbler 
at  N.WPC.P  17  Dec  (FW).  A Yellow  Warbler 
was  near  Farmerstown,  Holmes,  OH  3 Dec  (ph. 

BG).  In  Pennsylvania,  single  Pine  Warblers  were 
at  Blue  Marsh  L.  18  Dec  Q-  Silagy),  Okehock- 
ing  Preserve,  Chester  17  Dec  (M.  Rosengarten), 
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Waterloo  Mills  Preserve,  Chester  28  Feb  (K. 
Fryberger),  Dickinson  Twp.,  Cumberland  early 
Jan-Feb  (TJ,  AG,  m.ob.),  and  South  Flanover 
Twp.,  Dauphin  9 Dec-4  Feb  (TJ,  MR,  j.  Get- 
good).  Single  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were 
reported  from  Bristol  Twp.,  Bucks  7-20  Jan  (ph. 
G.  Johnson)  and  West  Fairview,  Cumberland  18 
Feb  (RKo).  A male  Townsend’s  Warbler  was  in 
Dickinson  Twp.,  Cumberland,  PA  early  Jan-Feb, 
a first  county  and  4th  Pennsylvania  record  (ph. 
TJ,  AG,  m.ob.).  Yellow-breasted  Chats  in  Penn- 
sylvania included  one  in  Dickson  Twp.,  Cum- 
berland in  Jan  (AG)  and  one  at  Ridley  Creek  S.E, 
Delaware  21  Dec-13  Jan  (M.  Page,  B.  Barnes). 
West  of  the  mts.,  single  Palm  Warblers  were 
at  Byrd  Dam  2 Jan-5  Feb  (G.  Rankin,  R.  Tal- 
bert), at  Swanton  Cemetery,  Lucas,  OH  30  Dec 
(G.  Links),  near  Sugarcreek,  Tuscarawas,  OH 
3-7  Jan  (E.  Schlabach),  and  at  Huffman  Prairie, 
Greene,  OH  26  Dec  (ph.  T.  Spahr).  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, Palms  were  at  Maple  Knoll  Farms,  Bucks 

16  Dec+  (RW,  m.ob.),  along  Mud  Level  Rd., 
Cumberland  20-22  Jan  (D.  Kidwell  et  al),  and 
at  Lancaster  Area  Sewage  Authority,  Lancaster 
(multiple  birds;  EW  et  al);  as  many  as  5 present 
at  the  N.WPC.R  and  at  PO.D.  through  at  least  7 
Jan.  A Wilson’s  Warbler  frequented  Wintergar- 
den  Woods,  Wood,  OH  2-8  Jan  (MRz,  JR,  TK), 
the  2nd  documented  Jan  record  for  Ohio,  after 
the  Butler  record  of  2010. 

A Spotted  Towhee  put  in  a brief  appearance 
at  The  Wilderness  Center,  Stark,  OH  20-22  Jan 
(Max  & Paula  Miller,  M.  Bowman,  KMr,  m.ob.). 
The  Green-tailed  Towhee  reported  in  the  fall  at 
Blue  Marsh  L.,  Berks,  PA  remained  through  the 
period  (m.ob.).  Single  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
in  Pennsylvania  included  one  at  Kirkwood  Pre- 
serve, Chester  11  Dec  (WS)  and  one  from  the 
fall  at  PO.D.  through  4 Jan  (FW  et  al).  Along 
the  Allegheny  Front,  as  many  as  10  American 
Tree  Sparrows  were  as  far  s.  as  Pocahontas,  WV 

23  Jan  (SK).  Chipping  Sparrows  pushing  the 
envelope  included  a flock  of  25  at  Beech  Fork 
Lake  S.P,  Cabell/Wayne,  WV  22  Jan-5  Feb  (DP) 
and  a dozen  or  more  mid-Jan  in  nw.  Colum- 
bus (PHu,  DSr,  m.ob.).  Outlying  singles  were 
n.  to  Oak  Harbor,  Ottawa  5 Jan  (KKn),  North 
Perry,  Lake,  OH  22  Jan  and  1 1 Feb  QP),  and 
Roseville,  Tioga,  PA  18  Dec-13  Feb  (B.  Silver- 
stein).  Savannah  Sparrows  were  n.  to  Killdeer 
Plains  7 Feb  (6;  KMr),  Howard  Rd.,  Lucas,  20 
Jan  (KMr),  and  Perry,  PA  29  Jan  (ML).  Single 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  lingered  in  Pennsylvania  at 
the  Penn-Wamer  Tract,  Bucks  for  the  S.B.C.B.C. 

17  Dec  (DF),  at  Exton,  Chester  10  Dec+  (ph. 
K.  Colgan-Azar),  at  Spring  City,  Chester  25  Dec 
(fide  E.  Pamum),  at  Mud  Level  Rd.,  Cumberland 
14  Dec  (MS),  and  near  Haverford,  Montgomery 

24  Dec  (WS).  A Painted  Bunting  was  at  Wash- 
ington Boro,  Lancaster,  PA  31  Dec-22  Jan  QB, 
ph.  HM,  m.ob.).  Single  mid-winter  Fox  Spar- 


rows were  n.  to  Meadville,  Crawford,  PA  3 Jan 
(SC)  and  Sandusky,  Erie,  OH  20  Jan  (S.  Young). 
A Grasshopper  Sparrow  wintered  s.  of  Mt. 
Hope,  Holmes,  OH  11  Dec-9  Feb  (R.  Hersh- 
berger). The  Harris’s  Sparrow  reported  in  the 
fall  near  Kempt  on,  Berks,  PA  remained  through 
the  end  of  the  period  (m.ob.,  ph.  D.  Welch); 
another  was  near  Fredericksburg,  Holmes,  OH 
22  Jan+  (BG,  Joseph  Miller).  The  Hancock,  OH 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  in  its  3rd  winter, 
remained  through  28  Feb  (TB,  m.ob.).  Single 
Oregon  Juncos  in  Ohio  were  reported  from  Co- 
lumbus 13  Jan  (TB),  Tiffin,  Seneca  19  Jan  (TB), 
Pleasant  Hill  L.,  Richland  12  Dec  (GC),  and  Se- 
cor  Metropark,  Lucas  16-19  Jan  (R.  Lesniewicz, 
JR),  The  Wilderness  Center,  Stark  5 Jan  (S. 
Snyder),  with  one  wintering  at  Somerset,  Perry 
Q.  Faulkner).  Single  Dickcissels  visited  feeders 
at  Pearson  Park,  Lucas,  OH  18  Dec-10  Jan  Q- 
Szanto,  KO,  C.  Kolinski,  m.ob.)  and  in  Holmes, 
OH  e.  of  Berlin  15  Feb+  (BG). 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  detected  in 
Franklin,  OH  2 Jan  (ph.  DSr),  at  Cochranville, 
Chester,  OH  26  Dec  (ST,  DW),  at  Kirkwood, 
Lancaster  30  Dec  (DF,  J.  Horn,  M.  Sabatine), 
along  Goshen  Mills  Rd.,  Lancaster  8 Jan  (2;  AL, 
DWe),  and  along  Spruce  Grove  Rd.,  Lancaster 
15  Jan  (C.  Chalfant).  Single  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
were  at  Spring  Valley  WM.A.,  Warren,  OH 
14  Jan  (STt)  and  at  Bucktoe  Creek  Preserve, 
Chester,  PA  11  Feb  (LL).  An  ad.  female  Bull- 
ock’s Orioles  was  at  Neelytown,  Huntingdon,  PA 
mid-Feb+  Qim  & Lorraine  Hamilton),  the  first 
record  for  the  county;  an  imm.  male  reported 
last  year  in  Montgomery  returned  as  an  ad.  to 
the  same  two  residences  in  Douglass  Twp.  29 
Jan+  (M.  Ache,  B.  Davies,  ph.  RW).  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, Baltimore  Orioles  were  m Bedford  dur- 
ing the  C.B.C.  (Mike  & Laura  Jackson),  near 
Hollenback,  Bradford  10  Dec  and  again  on  the 
se.  Bradford  C.B.C.  (Marvin  & N.  Baker),  at 
Peace  Valley  Park,  Bucks  13  Dec-1  Jan  (AM,  H. 
D’Alessandro),  at  Kintnersville,  Bucks  27  Feb 
(C.  Easter,  L.  Sassaman,  ph.),  S.L.C.B.C.  18 
Dec+  (BS),  and  in  the  Montgomery  portion  of 
the  Upper  Bucks  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (K.  Crilley).  A 
Baltimore  Oriole,  present  since  Nov,  wintered 
in  Holmes,  OH  (S.  Nisley,  KMr,  ph.  BG,  m.ob.). 

A flock  of  18  Red  Crossbills  was  in  the  Oak 
Openings,  Lucas,  OH  10  Jan  (JR  et  al).  In 
Pennsylvania,  2 flew  over  Tussey  Mt.,  Centre/ 
Huntingdon  18  Dec  QV),  and  one  was  at  Brad- 
ford, McKean  10  Dec  0-  Fedak).  After  12  ap- 
peared in  Lake,  OH  11  Jan  QP),  a small  flight 
of  White-winged  Crossbills  into  nw.  Ohio 
brought  22  to  Lucas  25  Jan  (DSJ),  4 to  Otta- 
wa 29  Jan  (EK),  8 to  Seneca  1 Feb  (TB),  and  3 
to  Wyandot  4 Feb  (B.  Lynch).  Lucas,  OH  sites 
hosted  100+  4-5  Feb  (m.ob.).  Singles  ventured 
s.  to  Hancock  4 Feb  (RSs),  Hardin  27-31  Jan  (C. 
Hoagstrom),  and  Hamilton  16  Feb  Q.  Frodge). 


One  was  found  in  Northampton,  PA  2 Feb  (D. 
Kaniper,  fide  A.  Koch).  In  Pennsylvania,  a 
mild  influx  of  Common  Redpolls,  mostly  low 
counts,  showed  in  16  counties;  2 made  it  s.  to 
the  Ohio  R.,  Hamilton,  OH  13  Feb  (G.  Stenger). 
A Hoary  Redpoll  was  discovered  at  Sunset  Me- 
morial Park  Cemetery,  Cuyahoga,  OH  3-4  Feb 
QBr,  IK,  ph.  RKK,  m.ob.).  Six  Evening  Gros- 
beaks were  in  Schuylkill  12  Dec  (B.  Jucker)  and 
one  at  Creekside,  Indiana  29  Dec  Q-  Griffin), 
the  only  reports  from  Pennsylvania. 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  compilers 
in  boldface);  OHIO:  Nancy  Anderson  (NA), 
Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Emil  Badk  (EB),  Tom 
Bain  (TBa),  Tom  Bartlett  (TB),  Jenny  Brumfield 
QBr),  Jason  Cade  QO.  Allen  Chartier  (AC), 
Gary  Cowell  (GC),  Victor  Fazio,  III  (VF),  Dan 
Gesauldo  (DG),  Bruce  Glick  (BG),  John  Her- 
man QH),  Paul  Hurtado  (PHu),  Rich  & Karen 
Kassouff  (RKK),  Kenn  Kaufman  (KKn),  Laura 
Keene  (LK),  Tom  Kemp  (TK),  Ethan  Kistler 
(EK),  Gabe  Leidy  (GLy),  John  Marvin  0Ma)> 
Kent  Miller  (KMr),  Doug  Overacker  (DO), 
Karl  Overman  (KO),  Scott  Pendleton  (SP), 
John  Pogacnik  (JP),  Bob  Powell  (BPo),  Jeremy 
Ross  OR),  Mark  Rozmarynowicz  (MRz),  Robert 
Sams  (RSs),  Brad  Sparks  (BSp),  Dan  Sparks- 
Jackson  (DSJ),  Dave  Slager  (DSr),  Chuck  Slu- 
sarcyzk  Jr.  (CSk),  Bill  Stanley  (BSy),  Sue  Tack- 
ett (STt),  Rob  Thorn  (RTh),  Albert  Troyer  (AT), 
Brian  Wulker  (BWu).  PENNSYLVANIA:  Timo- 
thy Becker  (TBr),  Devin  Bosler  (DB),  Justin  Bo- 
sler  QB),  Shawn  Collins  (SC),  Jim  Dunn  QD), 
Devich  Farbotnik  (DF),  Todd  Fellenbaun  (TF), 
Nate  Frank  (NF),  Vernon  Gauthier  (VG),  Alex- 
ander Green  (AG),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Margaret 
Higbee  (MH),  Paul  Hess  (PH),  Tom  Johnson 
(TJ),  Rudy  Keller  (RK),  Ramsay  Koury  (RKo), 
Michael  Lanzone  (ML),  Alex  Lameroux  (AL), 
Larry  Lewis  (LL),  Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  Jerry 
McWilliams  QM),  Holly  Merker  (HM),  Au- 
gie  Mirabella  (AM),  Melissa  Roach  (MR),  Win 
Shafer  (WS),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Shannon 
Thompson  (ST),  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Joe  Verica 
(JV),  Drew  Weber  (DWe),  Mike  Weible  (MW), 
Dave  Wilton  (DW),  Rick  Wiltraut  (RW),  Frank 
Windfelder  (FW),  Eric  Witmer  (EW).  WEST 
VIRGINIA:  Fred  Atwood  (FA),  Kyle  Aldinger 
(KA),  Wendell  Argabrite  (WA),  Randy  Bodkins 
(RB),  Joette  Borzik  QBk),  Terry  Bronson  (TBn), 
Derek  Courtney  (DC),  Todd  Deal  (TDe),  Lejay 
Graffious  (LG),  Mike  Griffith  (MG),  Marbry 
Hopkins  (MHo),  Sharon  Kearns  (SK),  Matt 
Orsie  (MO),  David  Patick  (DP).  O 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  441 22,  (bcvireo@sbcglobaLnet) 
Rick  Wiltraut , Jacobsburg  Environmental 
Education  Center,  835  Jacobsburg  Road, 

Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091,  (rwiltrautiapa.us) 
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In  stark  contrast  to  last  winter,  this  winter 
was  virtually  non-existent.  It  was  the  fifth 
warmest  on  record,  and  except  for  scattered 
days  throughout,  most  of  the  larger  lakes  re- 
mained uncharacteristically  open  throughout 
the  season.  Major  storm  events  were  low  both 
in  number  and  in  magnitude,  with  the  Regions 
southern  reaches  receiving  little  or  no  wintery 
precipitation  for  the  entire  season. 

The  mild  temperatures  induced  many  spe- 
cies to  linger  well  into  the  season,  and  some 
species  that  normally  depart  the  Region  over- 
wintered. The  relatively  balmy  conditions  re- 
sulted in  a long  list  of  unusual  records,  includ- 
ing of  Great  Egret,  Sora,  White-eyed  Vireo, 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Summer 
and  Scarlet  Tanagers,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak, 
Indigo  Bunting,  and  Baltimore  Oriole.  Among 
nine  species  of  warblers  were  Ovenbird,  Cape 
May  Warbler,  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler, 
Palm  Warbler,  and  Common  Yellowthroat.  The 
Region  also  enjoyed  a spectacular  irruption  of 
Snowy  Owls. 

Rarities  included  Brant,  Barrow’s  Goldeneye, 
Prairie  Falcon,  the  legendary  Hooded  Crane, 
Little  and  Mew  Gulls,  the  Region’s  first  Calli- 
ope Hummingbird,  Say’s  Phoebe,  and  Moun- 
tain Bluebird. 

Abbreviations:  Carlyle  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL);  Clin- 
ton (Clinton  L.,  DeWitt.  IL);  E.  Fork  L.  (East 
Fork  Lake,  Richland,  IL);  EE  (Forest  Preserve); 
EW.A.  (Fish  and  Wildlife  Area);  Gibson  (L. 
Gibson,  Gibson,  IN);  Goose  Pond  (Goose  Pond 
EWA.,  Greene,  IN);  Monroe  (L.  Monroe,  Mon- 
roe, IN);  Portage  L.P.  (Portage  Lakefront  Park, 
Porter,  IN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Open  water  throughout  much  of  the  winter  re- 
sulted in  high  counts  for  many  waterfowl  spe- 


cies. Greater  White-fronted  Geese  continue  to 
increase:  10,000  were  present  29  Jan  at  E.  Fork 
L.  (CLH),  7000  were  seen  27  Dec  at  Pyramid 
S.P.,  Perry,  IL  (KJM),  and  the  5000  at  Goose 
Pond  24  Jan  (DW)  represented  Indiana’s  2nd 
highest  count.  Snow  Goose  numbers  were  also 
impressive.  At  Carlyle,  500,000  were  present 
29  Jan  (DMK),  and  an  aerial  survey  of  the  Gib- 
son area  18  Jan  yielded  130,000  (AY,  ME,  JH, 
fide  HDH),  Indiana’s  4th  highest  count.  Ross’s 
Geese  were  scattered  among  the  Snow  Goose 
flocks,  including  11  at  Carlyle  12  Feb  (KAM). 
Six  Brant  were  detected  15  Jan  at  Carlyle 
(DMK),  but  subsequent  extensive  searches  of 
large  goose  flocks  did  not  relocate  them.  Indi- 
ana’s two  highest  counts  of  Trumpeter  Swans 
were  made  in  w.-cen.  Indiana  13  (AK)  & 31 
Jan  (AWB),  when  246  and  318  swans  were  tal- 
lied, respectively.  An  impressive  760  Tundra 
Swans  were  along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  White- 
side,  IL  17  Dec  (EWW).  Several  record  counts 
of  Gadwall  were  made  in 
Indiana,  the  highest  be- 
ing 7000  in  the  Gibson 
area  13  Feb  (AK).  A male 
Blue-winged  Teal  found 
on  a pond  in  Columbus 
10  Jan  (DC)  represented 
Indiana’s  3rd  Jan  record. 

Two  other  record  Indiana 
waterfowl  counts  were 
1135  Northern  Shovelers 
in  the  Gibson  area  13  Feb 
(AK)  and  9540  Northern 
Pintails  at  Patoka  River 
N.WR.,  Pike/Gibson  17 
Feb  (SV).  Other  notable 
dabbler  counts  included 

10.000  Northern  Pintails 
20  Feb  at  Carlyle  (DMK) 
and  7550  Green- winged 
Teal  1 Dec  at  Chautauqua 
N.WR.,  IL  (R&SB). 

Impressive  were  the 

25.000  Canvasbacks  in 
Hancock,  IL  5 Jan  (AGD). 

A male  and  female  Har- 
lequin Duck  were  at 
Chicago’s  Northerly  1.  24 
Dec  (KS),  with  the  male 
also  there  16  (ph.  RDH, 

KKM)&21Jan  (ph.  AS). 

A female  Harlequin  was 
on  Chicago’s  north-side 
lakefront  25  Dec-23  Feb 
(KJM,  JRG,  m.ob.).  Six 
Surf  Scoters  were  noted 
away  from  L.  Michigan 
in  Illinois.  Inland  White- 
winged Scoters  included 
2 on  Patoka  L.,  Orange, 


IN  20  Dec  0<SrSH,  KR)  and  one  at  Eagle  Creek 
Park,  Indianapolis  23  Jan  (PDRH,  LP).  An 
imm.  Black  Scoter  was  found  at  Whitewater 
S.P.,  Union,  IN  22  Dec  (WHB).  A nice  show- 
ing of  Long-tailed  Ducks  included  95  at  Illinois 
Beach  S.P.,  Lake,  IL  2 Feb  (EWW),  while  inland 
sightings  included  single  females  on  Brookville 
Res.,  Franklin,  IN  24  Dec-1  Jan  (WHB)  and 
at  Willow  Slough  EWA.,  Newton,  IN  22  Dec 
(JBH)  through  I Jan  (EMH),  two  pairs  at  Emi- 
quon  8 Jan  (LLH),  a female  at  Carlyle  15  & 
21  Jan  and  again  12  Feb  (TAM,  DMK),  and  a 
single  in  Madison,  IL  11  Feb  (FRH).  An  excel- 
lent tally  of  338  Buffleheads  came  from  Clinton 
9 Dec  (MEF).  Residing  with  a large  group  of 
Common  Goldeneyes  was  an  ad.  male  Bar- 
row’s  Goldeneye  in  Gook,  IL  3 Feb+  (GG,  ph. 
BH,  ph.  JG,  ph.  MB,  m.ob.). 

Among  9 inland  Red-throated  Loons  were  2 
each  17  & 23  Dec  on  Monroe  (DRW  et  ah), 
one  on  Heritage  L.,  Putnam,  IN  12  (C&DM) 


The  fabled  Hooded  Crane  that  spent  much  of  the  winter  in  Tennessee  showed  up  at  Goose  Pond 
Fish  & Wildlife  Area  in  Greene  County,  Indiana  on  8 (here  9)  February  and  remained  through  the 
12th,  being  seen  by  hundreds  of  birders.  Photograph  by  Marty  Jones. 


Photographs  of  the  Hooded  Crane  in  flight  show  that  the  bird  had  all  primaries  intact,  indi- 
cating a bird  that  has  not  been  pinionied.  According  to  records  kept  by  crane  researchers  in 
North  America,  the  only  captive  Hooded  Cranes  that  cannot  be  accounted  for  (that  is,  known 
escapees)  were  pinioned  birds.  Records  committees  are  continuing  to  research  and  review 
this  information.  Photograph  by  Ryan  J.  Sanderson. 
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Part  of  a huge  invasion  across  the  continent,  this  Snowy  Owl  appeared  at  the  Indianapolis  Regional  Airport  in  Hancock  County  on  1 
(here  3)  December  2011,  delighting  many  in  the  greater  Indianapolis  area.  Photograph  fey  RyanJ.  Sanderson. 


& 13  Jan  (ph.  MLJ),  and  imms.  at  E.  Fork  L. 
2-14  Dec  (CLH,  MSS,  EWW)  and  at  Carlyle 
27  & 31  Dec  (KAM,  ph.  DMK).  Pacific  Loons 
turned  up  at  Hammond,  Lake,  IN  14  Jan  (MJW, 
JCK,  MT,  m.ob.),  on  Monroe  17  Dec  (DRW  et 
al.),  at  Portage  L.P  22  Jan  QJM),  and  at  Illinois 
Beach  S.P,  Lake,  IL  31  Jan  (EWW).  The  142 
Horned  Grebes  on  Turtle  Creek  Res.,  Sullivan 
4 Jan  (DRW  et  al.)  furnished  a new  Jan  high 
count  for  Indiana.  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
widely  reported,  with  7 in  the  Region.  Note- 
worthy was  a Western  Grebe  at  Carlyle  1 1 & 
24  Dec  (DMK). 

Record  Indiana  winter  counts  of  American 
White  Pelicans  were  made  at  Goose  Pond  on 
several  days  in  Feb,  culminating  with  61  28 
Feb  (TS).  A rare  Jan  American  Bittern  found 
at  Goose  Pond  6 Jan  (BF)  was  seen  in  a Red- 
tailed Hawk’s  talons.  Single  Great  Egrets  were 
at  Willow  Slough  FWA.,  Newton,  IN  1 Dec 
QBH),  at  Muscatatuck  N.WR.,  Jackson,  IN  10 
Dec  (DC),  near  Lafayette,  IN  26  Dec  QKC. 
RJP),  at  Channahon,  Will,  IL  23  Dec-11  Jan 
(JAS,  CAT,  m.ob.),  and  at  Lockport,  Will,  IL  8 
Jan  OP)-  The  Muscatatuck  bird  was  last  seen  1 
Feb  (DC),  providing  Indiana’s  first  Feb  record. 

Out  of  place  and  out  of  season  was  a Black 
Vulture  at  Lyons  Woods  EP,  Lake,  IL  2 Dec  (ph. 
MCv).  Less  unusual  but  still  notable  for  n.  Il- 
linois were  a late  Turkey  Vulture  in  McHenry 
15  Dec  (KML)  and  an  early  one  in  Lake  27  Jan 
QRRS).  The  first  Bald  Eagle  nest  on  Indiana’s 
L.  Michigan  lakefront  in  115  years  was  found 
in  a Gary  wetland  in  Feb  O^K.  MT).  On  14 
Dec,  an  imm.  Northern  Goshawk  was  seen  in 
e.  Sullivan,  IN  (DRW  et  al).  Reports  of  Krider’s 
Red-tailed  Hawks  in  Woodford,  IL  5 Feb  (ph. 
MEF)  and  in  Fulton,  IL  9 Feb  (LLH)  were  of 
interest,  given  the  scarcity  of  this  subspecies  in 
the  Region.  Twenty-nine  Golden  Eagles  were 
reported  from  the  Region.  A Prairie  Falcon  at 
Sidney,  Champaign,  IL  31  Jan- 12  Feb  (ph.  BS, 
m.ob.)  was  a rare  find. 

Indiana’s  first  Feb  record  of  Sora  was  logged 
at  Patoka  River  N.WR.,  Gibson  3 Feb  (HDH). 
The  handsome  and  popular  Hooded  Crane 
that  spent  nearly  two  months  in  Tennessee 
was  discovered  at  Goose  Pond  8 Feb  Q&EH), 
where  it  remained  through  12  Feb  in  the  com- 
pany of  10,000+  Sandhills  and  at  least  14 
Whooping  Cranes,  being  seen  by  hundreds 
of  birders.  Sandhill  Cranes  were  considerably 
more  numerous  than  usual,  exemplified  by  the 
estimated  20,000  in  the  Ewing  Bottoms,  Jack- 
son,  IN  1 Jan  (VWW)  and  1000  in  Cook,  IL  16 
Dec  GAS). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  American  Golden-Plover  seen  and  heard 
in  the  Ewing  Bottoms,  Jackson  2 Dec  (ph.  DS) 
set  Indiana’s  latest  departure  date.  Numerous 


Killdeer  wintered  in  the  Region,  among  them 
154  at  Clinton  2 Dec  (MEF)  and,  unusual  for 
the  Indiana  lakefront,  singles  at  Portage  L.P  22 
QCK)  & 31  Jan  (KJB).  Amazingly  late  was  a 
Spotted  Sandpiper  at  Clinton  18  (SDB,  ph.  RK, 
GSL)  & 22  Dec  (SDB,  PAM).  Five  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  lingered  in  Wabash,  IL  18  Dec  (CLH), 
and  2 at  Goose  Pond  29  Feb  (DRW  et  al.)  were 
very  early.  The  12  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  the 
Oatsville  Bottoms,  Gibson  23  Feb  (SG)  were  not 
only  early  but  bested  Indiana’s  previous  Feb 
high  by  a factor  of  four.  Other  notable  shore- 
birds  were  3 Sanderlings  at  Gibson  3 Dec- 18 
Jan  (AK,  NK,  CEM)  and  10  Least  Sandpipers, 
including  3 in  the  Patoka  R.  bottoms,  Gibson, 
IN  13  Jan  (ph.  SG),  3 at  Carlyle  21  Jan  (ph. 
DMK),  and  4 in  Wabash,  IL  24  Jan  (ph.  CLH, 
RES).  Sightings  of  Purple  Sandpipers  on  the  L. 
Michigan  lakefront  included  one  at  Port  of  In- 
diana, Porter  9 Dec  OCK),  3 at  Michigan  City 
Harbor,  LaPorte,  IN  17  Dec  (KJB,  JCK),  one  at 
North  Point  Marina  in  Winthrop  Harbor,  Lake, 
IL  1 Dec  (AFS,  JSS)  and  12  Jan  (DRD),  with  2 
there  31  Dec  (ph.  RDH),  and  one  at  Portage 
L.P  periodically  between  3 (KJB,  BB,  JCK)  & 
24  Jan  QCK,  PBG,  LS,  m.ob.).  An  inland  Pur- 
ple Sandpiper  was  at  Gibson  18  Dec  (ph.  CEM 
et  al).  Seven  late  Dunlin  were  noted  at  Clinton 
2 Dec  (MEF).  During  the  unusually  warm  first 
half  of  Jan,  American  Woodcocks  were  heard 
at  four  different  locations  in  s.  Indiana,  and  3 
were  detected  in  Edwards,  IL  1 Feb  (RES).  The 
28  woodcocks  found  at  Columbia  Mine,  Pike 
19  Feb  (LWS,  KM)  represented  Indiana’s  4th 
largest  count  for  any  season. 

Delighting  many  birders  were  an  ad.  Little 
Gull  at  Carlyle  16  Jan-7  Feb  (ph.  DMK,  MSS, 
ph.  KAM,  m.ob.)  and  an  ad.  Mew  Gull  at 


North  Point  Marina  in  Winthrop  Harbor,  IL  13- 
21  Jan  (BJS,  ph.  PWS,  ph.  GN,  ph.  AG,  m.ob.). 
An  ad.  California  Gull  was  seen  on  L.  Michi- 
gan in  Chicago  25  Dec  (ph.  JIE,  m.ob.),  and 
another  ad.  seen  21  Jan  (ph.  AAA)  straddled 
the  state  line  between  Chicago  and  Hammond, 
IN.  Thayer’s,  Iceland,  and  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  present  in  nonnal  numbers  in  the 
Region.  A nice  total  of  9 Kumlien’s  Iceland 
Gulls  was  reported  on  the  Indiana  lakefront. 
On  2 Dec,  an  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
found  at  Prairie  View  Landfill  (LS,  NM),  pro- 
viding a first  record  for  St.  Joseph,  IN;  remark- 
ably, 3 were  at  the  site  22  Dec  (fide  GM).  The 
majority  of  Glaucous  and  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  seen  at  the  Indiana  lakefront,  with 

26  Glaucous  and  60  Great  Black-backed  not- 
ed there.  In  the  s.  tier,  single  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  reported  at  Carlyle  11  Dec  (DMK)  and 
at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  17  Dec  (FRH).  A 
presumed  Great  Black-backed  Gull  x Herring 
Gull  hybrid  was  at  Port  of  Indiana,  Porter,  IN 

27  Jan  (ph.  JCK),  and  a presumed  Glaucous 
Gull  X Great  Black-backed  Gull  hybrid  was 
at  the  same  site  27  Jan  (ph.  JCK)  and  25  Feb 
OKC,  SRB,JCK,  KJB). 

A Barn  Owl  in  DuPage,  IL  30  Jan+  (JAS, 
KAM)  was  potentially  nesting.  It  was  an  amaz- 
ing season  for  Snowy  Owls  in  overall  numbers 
and  widespread  distribution.  Indiana’s  43 
birds  represented  the  state’s  greatest  irruption 
ever,  and  observers  located  96  in  Illinois.  The 
high  count  involved  3 different  birds  along  the 
Indiana  lakefront  24  Dec  (KJB,  JKC,  RJP).  The 
southernmost  were  singles  in  Edwards,  IL  11 
Dec  (RES),  at  Gibson  18  Dec  (CEM  et  al),  at 
Monroe  5 Jan  (RW,  LWS,  J&SH,  TBG,  m.ob.), 
in  Knox,  IN  10  Jan  (fide  TG),  in  Randolph,  IL 
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Part  of  a veritable  invasion,  this  immature  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  at  a Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  feeder 
was  well  studied  as  it  underwent  its  first  pre-alternate  molt  and  remained  in  residence  throughout  the 
winter  period  (here  27  February  2012).  Photograph  by  Ryan  J.  Sanderson. 


26  Jan-20  Feb  (C&PD,  ph.  TR, 
ph.  KAM,  m.ob.),  and  in  Pulaski, 

IL  27-30  Jan  (fide  RR,  ph.  KAM, 
m.ob.).  An  amazing  aggregation 
of  25  Long-eared  Owls  at  Blue- 
grass  FWA.,  Wanick  3 Feb  (SG) 
nearly  doubled  Indiana’s  previous 
high  count;  also  impressive  were 

6 in  McHenry,  IL  9 Jan  (DTW). 

Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
reported  from  a dozen  sites  in 
Illinois,  indicating  a more  wide- 
spread distribution  and/or  more 
intense  searching  by  birders.  A 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  found 
near  Logansport,  IN  3 Dec  (LN) 
furnished  the  first  record  for  Cass. 

A hummingbird  coming  to  a 
residence  in  Porter,  IN  was  pho- 
tographed 8 Dec  (PBG)  and  determined  to  be 
a Ruby-throated.  It  was  last  seen  11  Dec,  pro- 
viding the  latest  record  (by  far)  for  the  Indiana 
lakefront.  A hummingbird  that  had  attended  a 
feeder  in  North  Vernon,  Jennings,  IN  since  late 
Aug  (N&DJ)  was  finally  banded  27  Dec  (TT) 
and  determined  to  be  a first-cycle  female  Cal- 
liope Hummingbird,  the  first  for  the  Region. 
The  bird  remained  through  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son and  was  seen  by  hundreds  of  birders.  Il- 
linois had  2 lingering  Rufous  Hummingbirds 
this  season:  an  ad.  female  at  Sterling,  Whiteside 
13  Dec-4  Jan  (GN,  VMK,  DH,  KJM,  m.ob.) 
and  an  imm.  female  at  Oak  Park,  Cook  first 
reported  m Nov  (EG,  AG,  VMK,  m.ob.)  that 
also  departed  4 Jan.  Of  at  least  5 Rufous  Hum- 
mingbirds in  Indiana  (fide  DG),  a first-cycle 
male  present  in  Ft.  Wayne  since  early  Nov  (PB 
fide  AC)  was  banded  12  Dec  (AC)  and  was  seen 
through  season’s  end  (m.ob.),  while  an  imm. 
at  Evansville  was  banded  28  Nov  (CH),  pho- 
tographed 1 Dec  (SG),  and  remained  through 

7 Jan  (fide  DG).  Seventy  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  tallied  29  Dec  in  Union, 

IL  (KJM,  JIN,  JAS)  made  an  encourag- 
ing total  for  this  declining  species. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Say’s  Phoebe  discovered  at  Chi- 
nook Mine,  Vigo  10  Dec  (vt.  MG,  JB, 
ph.  MLJ,  m.ob.)  provided  Indiana’s 
7th  (and  2nd  winter)  record;  it  was 
seen  by  scores  of  birders  through  1 6 
Jan  (MG).  Loggerhead  Shrikes  con- 
tinue to  be  scarce.  The  maximum 
count  was  3 both  in  Edwards,  IL  11 
Dec  (RES,  CLH)  and  Massac,  IL  30 
Dec  GIN,  JAS,  TH).  Of  3 Logger- 
heads  in  Indiana,  2 were  in  Daviess, 
with  reports  on  29  Jan  (AK,  NK)  and 
in  a different  location  5 Feb  (LWS, 

KM).  Seven  Northern  Shrikes  17  Dec 


in  Winnebago,  IL  was  a nice  tally  (DTW);  the 
southernmost  reports  came  3 & 16  Dec  in 
Richland  and  Wayne,  IL,  respectively  (CLH), 
and  16  Dec  in  n.  Knox,  IN  (DRW  et  al.). 

A record-late  White-eyed  Vireo  in  Indiana 
was  found  in  West  Terre  Haute,  Vigo  17  Dec 
(AWB,  MLJ),  while  a lingering  White-eyed  26 
Dec  missed  the  C.B.C.  at  Carlyle  by  one  day 
(DMK).  A late  Tree  Swallow  was  at  East  Fork  L. 
4 Dec  (CLH),  and  Indiana’s  2nd  Jan  record  was 
logged  1 Jan  at  the  Brazil  Sewage  Lagoons,  Clay 
(PES).  A late  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow 
was  noted  in  Kankakee,  IL  12  Dec  (DFS).  Even 
later  was  one  found  in  ne.  Indianapolis  17  Dec 
(TD,  ph.  DWF)  that  remained  through  29  Dec 
(DG),  and  perhaps  a different  bird  13-14  km 
away  at  Geist  Res.,  Hamilton,  IN  29  Dec-1  Jan 
(NKi,  DG).  Also  notable  was  a Barn  Swallow  at 
Rend  L,  Franklin,  IL  17  Dec  (KAM). 

Illinois  hosted  House  Wrens  in  Alexander  28 
Dec  (KJM),  at  Lockport  Prairie  S.P,  Will  8 Jan 
QAS),  and  at  Carlyle  20  Eeb  (ph.  DMK).  Other 


lingering  wrens  included  a Sedge 
Wren  at  Prairie  Ridge  State  N.A., 
Jasper,  IL  23  Dec  (RES,  CLH),  a 
Marsh  Wren  in  Alexander,  IL  28 
Dec  (KJM),  and  a Marsh  Wren 
at  Hennepin-Hopper  Lake  Res- 
toration Area,  Putnam,  IL  8 Dec 
(DFS)  that  was  seen  there  again  8 
Jan  (GN  et  al).  A female  Moun- 
tain Bluebird  tarried  in  Madison 
12  Dec-29  Feb  (MSS,  ph.  FRH, 
ph.  KAM,  m.ob.),  providing  Il- 
linois’s 3rd  winter  record.  The 
Region’s  7 Gray  Catbirds  includ- 
ed Illinois  birds  in  Kankakee  13 
Dec  OBH).  in  Kane  17  Dec  (AA), 
and  at  Willow  Springs,  Cook,  IL 
23  Dec  (CBT);  Indiana  had  one 
wintering  at  Goshen,  Elkhart 
O&EH),  one  at  Salamonie  Res.,  Wabash  28  Feb 
GAH),  and  one  at  Beverly  Shores,  Porter  17 
Dec  G&TZ)  and  18  Feb  (BJG).  A fine  count  of 
300  American  Pipits  at  Gibson  22  Jan  (G&LB) 
established  a new  winter  high  for  Indiana.  Nice 
counts  of  Lapland  Longspurs  included  1 100  in 
Winnebago,  IL  13  Jan  (DTW),  800  at  Carlyle  I 
1 1 Feb  (DMK),  and  500  in  Richland,  IL  14  Feb  1 
(CLH).  A tally  of  105  Snow  Buntings  in  Car- 
roll,  IL  21  Jan  (EWW)  was  the  most  notable  j 
for  the  species.  ' 

A surprising  find  was  an  Ovenbird  walking  j 
in  the  parking  garage  under  Chicago’s  Soldier  : 
Field  9 Dec  GBa,  ph.  JIE,  JDW,  AR).  Orange-  ! 
crowned  Warblers  were  located  at  Carlyle  7 
Jan  (DMK),  at  a different  Carlyle  location  29 
Jan  and  12  Feb  (DMK,  MSS),  at  Des  Plaines  |l 
C.A.,  Will,  IL  4 Feb  (DFS),  and  at  Beall  Woods  '' 
S.P,  Wabash,  IL  25  Feb  (CLH).  Two  winter- 
ing Orange-crowned  Warblers  in  Champaign,  ' 
IL  were  present  through  at  least  1 1 Jan  (GSL,  J 
DLT).  Quite  unusual  was  a Nashville  Warbler 
found  12  Dec  in  Chicago  (ph.  SBB). 
Common  Yellowthroats  reported  in  ! 
Indiana  included  an  ad.  male  at  Gos-  !; 
hen,  Elkhart  31  Dec  (LS),  a female  at 
Muscatatuck  N.WR.,  Jackson  7 Jan  i 
(AK,  NK,  KRo)  followed  by  2 females  i 
there  20  Feb  (AK,  NK),  and  one  at  I 
Cane  Ridge,  Gibson  2 Feb  (HDH).  A ’ 
male  Cape  May  Warbler  at  Monroe  ] 
19  Dec  (DRW)  provided  Indiana’s  7th  | 
Dec  record,  and  another  Cape  May 
was  spotted  in  Mason,  IL  23  Dec  (ph. 

CD).  An  imm.  male  Black-throated  S 
Blue  Warbler  surprisingly  lingered 
27  Dec-12  Jan  in  downtown  Chicago 
(DBJ,  m.ob.).  A Palm  Warbler  was 
seen  in  Chicago’s  Grant  Park  2 Dec 
(NLB),  and  in  LaGrange,  IN,  another 
attended  a feeder  26  Dec  (SP).  ; 

Though  Chipping  Sparrows  are  | 


One  of  a host  of  late  Neotropical  migrants,  this  White-eyed  Vireo  was  found  on  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  in  West  Terre  Haute,  Indiana  on  1 7 December  201 1 . Photograph  by  Marty  Jones. 
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One  of  three  swallow  species  seen  in  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  region  in  winter 
2011-2012,  this  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  lingered  northeast  of  India- 
napolis on  1 7-29  (here  1 8)  December.  Photograph  by  David  W.  Fox. 


now  regular  in  winter  in  the  Region,  the  flock 
of  14  at  Terre  Haute,  IN  2 Dec  (PES)  was  no- 
table, as  were  6 at  Ramsey  Lake  S.R,  Fayette, 
IL  15  Jan  (TAM,  DMK).  Indiana’s  3rd  winter 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  record  was  furnished  by 
a bird  in  Gibson  3 Dec  (AK,  NK).  A Henslow’s 
Sparrow  at  Ft.  Sheridan,  Lake,  IL  26  Dec  (ph. 
AR,  WSG,  GAW)  provided  Illinois’s  3rd  winter 
record;  a nearby  Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  tbe  same 
day  (WSG,  AR,  GAW)  was  also  unusual  for 
the  n.  tier.  An  excellent  count  of  12  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  was  made  6 Feb  at  Prairie  Ridge  State 
N. A.,  Jasper,  IL  (CLH).  Unusual  was  a Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  found  at  Orleans  Res.,  Orange,  IN  18 
Dec  (AK,  NK).  The  tally  of  90  Swamp  Spar- 
rows in  Gibson  14  Jan  (AK)  made  Indiana’s  2nd 
largest  winter  count.  An  imm.  Harris’s  Sparrow 
was  in  Chicago  23  Dec  (RDH),  and  an  ad.  vis- 
ited a feeder  in  Decatur,  Adams,  IN  22-29  Jan 
(LP,JAH,  FH,MW). 

Indiana’s  4th  and  5th  winter  records  of  Sum- 
mer Tanager  included  a female/imm.  male  at 
Carmel,  Hamilton  24  Dec-2  Jan  (ph.  NO)  and 
a similar  bird  in  Elkhart  that  appeared  in  Nov 
and  stayed  through  at  least  26  Dec  (SY,  ph. 
LS).  Equally  surprising  was  a Scarlet  Tanager 
in  Mercer,  IL  28  Dec  (ph.  JA).  Indiana’s  first 
Jan  (and  5th  winter)  Rose -breasted  Grosbeak, 
a first-cycle  male,  was  recorded  at  Martinsville, 
Morgan  4 Jan  (ph.  KMx,  fide  DHe);  remarkably, 
another  young  male  was  reported  in  Johnson, 
IN  14  Jan  (fide  GD).  On  3 Dec,  an  imm./female 
Indigo  Bunting  was  seen  near  Gibson  (AK, 
NK),  and  on  2 Jan,  a male  in  basic  plumage  was 
found  s.  of  Monroe  City  in  Knox,  IN  (LWS,  KM, 
MC);  another  was  noted  at  Carlyle  7 Jan  (ph. 
DKM),  while  3 at  Mermet  L.,  Massac,  IL  30  Jan 
(ph.  KAM)  were  presumably  overwintering.  A 
Dickcissel  wintered  in  McDonough,  IL  5 Jan-i- 
(ph.  LLH).  A first  for  Daviess,  IN  was  a rare 
singing  Western  Meadowlark  found  18  Feb 
(LWS,  KM).  A Baltimore  Oriole  visited  a Floyd, 
IN  feeder  8 Dec-4  Jan  (RH,  T&CB).  Another, 


an  ad.  male  in  Washington,  Tazewell, 
IL  5-7  Jan  (ph.  EC),  became  weak 
and  was  captured  but  unfortunately 
died  in  rehabilitation.  Another  Balti- 
more was  in  Champaign,  IL  8-10  Jan 
(SR,  DLT,  EJC). 

Despite  a dismal  winter  finch 
forecast,  the  Region  enjoyed  a de- 
cent flight.  Crossbills  appeared  in 
good  numbers.  A Red  Crossbill 
flock  at  Rockford,  Winnebago,  IL 
from  mid-Dec  through  late  Jan  held 
26  birds  on  31  Dec  QL)  and  27  Jan 
(DTW).  Eight  others  were  scattered 
across  Illinois’s  n.  tier,  with  cen.  Il- 
linois hosting  8 at  Sand  Ridge  S.E, 
Mason  29  Dec  (CD)  and  one  in  Mer- 
cer 3 Jan  (KJM,  MJB).  Single  singing 
males  were  seen  and  heard  at  Elkhart,  IN  26 
Jan  OKC)  and  at  Valparaiso,  Porter,  IN  3 Feb 
QCK).  White-winged  Crossbills  were  wide- 
spread and  in  good  numbers  across  the  n.  tier. 
Sizeable  groups  included  50  at  Middlebury, 
Elkhart,  IN  5 Feb  (LS  et  al.);  a Morton  Arbo- 
retum, DuPage,  IL  flock  present  most  of  the 
season  that  numbered  48  on  17  Feb  (JZ,  DR); 
45  at  Volo  Bog,  Lake,  IL  9 Feb  (BSm);  a winter- 
ing flock  at  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Rockford,  IL 
numbering  41  on  24  Feb  QL);  and  a group  at 
Lindenwood  Cemetery  in  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  that 
totaled  40  on  4 Feb  (RPR).  Common  Redpolls 
were  in  good  supply,  with  many  locations  hav- 
ing double-digit  counts.  The  number  at  the 
Chicago  Botanic  Gardens,  Glencoe,  IL  peaked 
16  Jan  with  115  (MCv).  Seventy-seven  were  at 
the  Brock  feeders  in  Chesterton,  Porter,  IN  24 
Feb  (KJB),  and  approximately  50  attended  a 
feeder  in  Wakarusa,  Elkhart,  IN  5 Feb  (SP).  The 
more  southerly  among  the  Common  Redpoll 
sightings  were  singles  at  Clinton  8 Jan  (EWW), 
at  a Daviess,  IN  feeder  11-16  Feb  (TLW),  6 at 
Homer  L.,  Champaign,  IL  5 Feb  (GSL),  and  6 
at  Mackinaw  River  FW.A.,  Tazewell,  IL  28  Jan 
(MJW).  A single  Hoary  Redpoll  was  photo- 
graphed in  Newton,  IN  5 Feb  OBH).  The  larg- 
est tallies  among  the  numerous  Pine  Siskins 
reported  were  109  at  the  Morton  Arboretum, 
DuPage,  IL  13  Dec  (ABA),  53  in  Ogle,  IL  18 
Dec  (EWW),  and  52  at  Willow  Slougb  FWA., 
Newton,  IN  11  Dec  QBH). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Andrew  Aldrich,  Alan  B.  Anderson,  Jim 
Andrews,  Amar  A.  Ayyash,  Susan  R.  Bagby, 
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Bjorklund,  Nicholas  L.  Block,  Jenny  Bodwell, 
Gary  & Lisa  Bowman,  Mark  Bowman,  Paul 
Bravell,  Kenneth  J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Alan  W 
Bruner,  Brad  Bumgardner,  Samuel  B.  Burck- 
hardt,  William  H.  Buskirk,  John  K.  Cassady, 


Allen  Chartier,  Elizabeth  J.  Chato,  Elisabeth 
Christison,  David  Crouch,  Mark  Crowley,  Mat- 
thew Cvetas  (MCv),  Donald  R.  Dann,  Carl  & 
Pen  DauBach,  Alfred  G.  Dierkes,  Colin  Dob- 
son, Gary  Dorman,  Tracy  Duncan,  Mike  Eich- 
holz.  Josh  1.  Engel,  Brad  Feaster,  David  W Fox, 
Matthew  E.  Fraker,  Michael  Gerringer,  Glenn 
Giacinto,  W Sullivan  Gibson,  Steve  Gifford, 
Jerry  Goldner,  Don  Gorney,  Joel  R.  Green- 
berg, Terri  B.  Greene,  Tim  Griffith,  Brendan 
J.  Grube,  Peter  B.  Grube,  Aaron  Gyllenhaal, 
Ethan  Gyllenhaal,  Heath  D.  Hamilton,  P D. 
Ryan  Hamilton,  John  & Elaine  Harley,  C.  Le- 
roy Harrison,  James  A.  Haw,  Frannie  Headings, 
Bruce  Heimer,  James  & Susan  Hengeveld,  Jake 
Henning,  Rose  Hensel,  Jed  B.  Hertz,  Dawn 
Hewitt  (DHe),  Trevor  Hinckley,  Frank  R. 
Holmes,  Dustin  Holschuh,  Larry  L.  Hood,  Ed- 
ward M.  Hopkins,  Robert  D.  Hughes,  Cathie 
Hutcheson,  Norma  & Dave  Jackson,  David 
B.  Johnson,  Marty  L.  Jones,  Rob  Kanter,  Dan 
M.  Kassebaum,  Amy  Kearns,  Noah  Kearns, 
John  C.  Kendall,  Nick  Kiehl  (NKi),  Vernon  M. 
Kleen,  Gregory  S.  Lambeth,  John  Longhenry, 
Karen  M.  Lund,  Clint  & Dana  Maddox,  Travis 
A.  Mahan,  Karen  K.  Mansfield,  Kirstin  Maxwell 
(KMx),  Kathy  McClain,  Jeffrey  J.  McCoy,  Kelly 
J.  McKay  (Illinois),  Keith  A.  McMullen,  Gary 
Miller,  Neal  Miller,  Chuck  E.  Mills,  Pete  A. 
Moxon,  Greg  Neise,  Landon  Neumann,  Joan 
1.  Norek,  Nicole  Oehler,  Randy  J.  Pals,  Larry 
Parker,  Sam  Plew,  Janine  Polk,  Keegan  Ramey, 
Rodger  P.  Rang,  Ari  Rice,  Donna  Rieck,  Tom 
Rollins,  Sarah  Roper,  Kirk  Roth  (KRo),  Rhonda 
Rothrock,  Beau  J.  Schaefer,  Bob  Schifo,  Abbie 
Scbrotenboer,  Peter  E.  Scott,  Mark  S.  Seiffert, 
Leland  Shaum,  Robert  E.  Shelby,  Jeffrey  R.  R. 
Skrenty,  Brian  Smith  (BSm),  Jeff  A.  Smith,  Jim 

S.  Solum,  Lee  W.  Sterrenburg,  Travis  Stoelting, 
Alan  F Stokie,  Douglas  F Stotz,  Del  Striegel, 
Kevin  Swagel,  Paul  W.  Sweet,  Craig  A.  Tay- 
lor, Craig  B.  Thayer,  David  L.  Thomas,  Tim 
Tolford,  Michael  Topp,  Sue  Vernier,  Eric  W 
Walters,  Rex  Watters,  Jason  D.  Weckstein, 
Donald  R.  Whitehead,  Vern  W Wilkins,  Dan 

T.  Williams,  Geoffrey  A.  Williamson,  Marisa 
Windell,  Matthew  J.  Winks,  Terry  L.  Wise, 
Dennis  Workman,  Aaron  Yetter,  Stanley  Yoder, 
Jerry  Zamirowski,  Jim  & Tracy  Zervos.  We  also 
thank  the  many  other  individuals  who  submit- 
ted observations  but  who  were  not  explicitly 
cited;  their  contributions  were  critical  to  tbis 
report’s  preparation.  O 
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Winter,  what  winter?  All  three  states 
experienced  one  of  the  warmest 
winters  on  record,  with  tempera- 
tures hovering  around  10°  F above  average 
for  the  season.  Minnesota  reported  precipita- 
tion shortfalls  across  much  of  the  state,  with 
the  most  notable  events  producing  10-20  cm 
of  snow  in  the  north  on  26  February  and  3-5 
cm  of  rain  over  the  southern  half  of  the  state 
and  snow  in  the  north  28  February-1  March. 
Wisconsin  claimed  a slight  surplus  in  precipi- 
tation, while  snow  was  sporadic  and  patchy  in 
Michigan. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  mild  conditions  led  to 
many  record-late  dates  and  reports  of  over- 
wintering birds  across  the  Region.  The  major 
Snowy  Owl  influx  into  the  Lower  48  was  very 
apparent,  with  all  three  states  reporting  large 
numbers  of  owls.  Other  notables  were  Minne- 
sota’s fifth  Glaucous-winged  Gull  and  Michi- 
gan’s second  records  of  Yellow-  billed  Loon  and 
Slaty-backed  Gull. 

WATERFOWL 

Geese  overwintered  in  above-average  num- 
bers. Rare  in  winter,  for  Michigan’s  Upper 
Peninsula,  were  12  Snow  Geese  in  Chippewa 
26  Jan  (JL).  Noteworthy  in  Minnesota  were 
single  Ross’s  Geese  in  Brown  13  Dec  (BTS) 
and  Otter  Trail  10  Jan  (RAF),  while  Michigan 
had  Ross’s  in  Livingston  3-17  Dec  (RW,  EL) 
and  Wayne  13  Dec  (DA,  ATC).  A notable  late 
high  count  of  75  Cackling  Geese  were  on  L. 
Waconia,  Carver,.  MN  3 Dec  (PEB,  DWK);  all 
three  states  reported  overwintering  Cackling 
Geese.  Counts  of  200-1-  Mute  Swans  came  from 
three  Michigan  counties,  with  a peak  of  325 
in  Wayne  22  Jan  (DOB).  Tundra  Swans  were 
also  numerous  in  Michigan,  with  a peak  count 
of  2367  in  Alcona  5 Dec  (SF);  Minnesota  had 
5 Tundras  overwinter  in  Wabasha  (PEJ).  For 
an  ovewintering  Gadwall  flock,  112  made  a 
high  count  in  Winona,  MN,  while  Michigan 
had  a peak  of  2656  in  Monroe  20  Feb  (ATC). 
A lone  American  Wigeon  in  Delta  17  Dec  QK) 
was  unusual  for  the  Upper  Peninsula.  A Blue- 
winged Teal  in  Otter  Trail  17  Dec  (DST)  was 
record  late  for  n.  Minnesota.  Michigan  had  4 
Blue-wingeds  in  Tuscola  1 Dec  QEV),  one  in 


Muskegon  3 Dec  (ZD),  and  a female  in  Wayne 
18-22  Dec  (WGP),  along  with  a peak  of  5200 
Northern  Shovelers  in  Muskegon  3 Dec 
JoL).  Scattered  mid-winter  Northern  Pintail  re- 
ports in  s.  Minnesota  suggested  overwintering, 
but  a pair  at  Duluth  3 Feb  (CLW)  was  unusual. 
Large  numbers  of  pintail  arrived  in  Michigan  in 
Feb,  with  impressive  counts  of  402  in  Saginaw 
3 Feb  (DJP)  and  413  in  Monroe  20  Feb  (ATC). 

Large  numbers  of  Aythya  winter  in  Michigan, 
with  peaks  of  16,603  and  14,000  Canvasbacks 
in  Macomb  11  Jan  (ATC)  and  Wayne  20  Jan 
(WGP),  respectively;  7600  Redheads  in  Iosco 
17  Feb  (RAE);  800  Ring-necked  Ducks  in  Oak- 
land 1 Jan  (AD);  and  1540  Greater  Scaup  and 
5812  Lesser  Scaup  in  Macomb  11  Jan  (ATC). 
The  only  King  Eider  reported  was  a female  shot 
by  a hunter  in  Door,  WI  3 Dec  (fide  AB).  Both 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  reported  good  num- 
bers of  Harlequin  Ducks  and  all  three  scoters, 
especially  on  L.  Michigan.  Minnesota  had  an 
ad.  male  Harlequin  Duck  in  St.  Louis  18  Jan 
(KJB,  JP  PHS);  Surf  Scoters  in  Carver  3 Dec 
(PEB,  DWK),  Winona  10-11  Dec  (AN,  DB),  and 
Wabasha  4 Jan  QP);  and  a Black  Scoter  in  Hous- 
ton 2 Dec  (DBM).  Additionally,  Minnesota  had 
2 White -winged  Scoters  in  Wabasha  10  Dec, 
with  one  lingering  through  5 Jan  (AN,  DB), 
another  in  Wright  1-7  Jan  (DBM,  m.ob.),  and  2 
in  St.  Louis  3-25  Feb  (CLW,  m.ob.).  Long-tailed 
Duck  numbers  peaked  at  17,050  in  Michigan’s 
Muskegon  17  Dec  0Ut>  JoL),  while  Wisconsin’s 
highest  count  was  7000  in  Manitowoc  2-6  Dec 
(DT).  A female  Long-tailed  Duck  overwintered 
in  Minnesota’s  Washington,  and  another  was  re- 
ported through  mid-Jan  in  Wabasha.  Four  male 
Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  overwintered  in  Wiscon- 
sin, while  Minnesota  had  males  at  L.  Pepin  5-8 
Dec  (KJB)  and  Lake  City  2 Jan  QWH,  AN), 
both  Goodhue]  a male  in  St.  Louis  overwintered 
(KJB,  PHS);  an  ad.  male  was  in  Benton  20  Dec 
(BAB);  and  a pair  was  noted  in  Wabasha  26  Dec 
(DFN,  PEJ,JP). 

GROUSE  THROUGH  GULLS 

An  incredible  32  Spruce  Grouse  were  found 
in  Baraga,  MI  19  Feb  (JY).  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
were  scarce  this  winter,  with  only  10  birds 
found  in  Wisconsin,  while  Michigan’s  reports 
were  limited  to  Chippewa.  Both  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan  reported  good  numbers  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  on  L.  Michigan.  Fall  Pacific 
Loons  lingered  through  3 Dec  in  Monroe,  MI 
(TP,  m.ob.)  and  Ashland,  WI  4 Dec  (NA).  Late 
migrant  Common  Loons  were  found  in  Minne- 
sota’s Hennepin  16  Dec  (TAT),  St.  Louis  17  Dec 
(KJB),  Meeker  23  Dec  (MJB),  and  Goodhue  30 
Dec  (KB).  Michigan’s  2nd  Yellow-billed  Loon 
frequented  Alger  8-11  Jan  (SCH).  Six  Red- 
necked Grebes  lingered  into  Dec  in  Wisconsin, 
while  a late  bird  stayed  until  7 Jan  in  St.  Louis, 


MN  (AN,  SC).  Lake  Superior’s  first  Northern 
Gannet  was  still  present  in  Chippewa,  MI  1 Dec 
(LJD). 

A Cattle  Egret  in  Tuscola  1-9  Dec  OEV,  SF, 

SAJ)  furnished  Michigan’s  first  winter  record. 

The  warm  weather  encouraged  Turkey  Vul- 
tures to  remain  in  Michigan  in  unprecedented 
numbers,  peaking  at  33  vultures  in  Oakland  4 
Feb  (EL).  Rare  winter  Ospreys  were  noted  in 
Waupaca,  WI  19  Feb  (TS)  and  Allegan,  Ml  8 
Jan  (TOS).  A Harlan’s  Hawk  was  observed  in 
Blue  Earth,  MN  23  Dec  (AK).  Golden  Eagles 
were  reported  in  above-average  numbers.  The 
only  Gyrfalcon  was  observed  hunting  fields 
in  Chippewa,  MI  1 Dec  QB),  while  2 different 
Prairie  Falcons  were  found  in  Otter  Trail,  MN  3 
Dec  (SPM)  and  7 Feb  (GO).  Virginia  Rails  have 
overwintered  in  Wisconsin  only  twice  previ- 
ously so  6 birds  at  two  sites  was  exceptional 
(EH);  Michigan  had  Virginia  Rails  in  three 
counties,  including  a state  winter  high  count 
of  6 in  Allegan  1 Jan  (RB).  Sandhill  Cranes 
also  took  advantage  of  the  warm  conditions, 
with  probable  overwintering  in  Wisconsin  and 
above-average  numbers  remaining  in  Michi- 
gan. Record  late  for  Wisconsin  were  a Sander- 
ling  in  Racine  QM)  and  a Baird’s  Sandpiper  in  i 
Sheboygan  9 Dec  (TP,  CB).  As  many  as  6 Purple 
Sandpipers  graced  Wisconsin’s  L.  Michigan 
shoreline  2 Dec-21  Jan,  while  Michigan  had 
up  to  20  Purples  in  eight  counties.  Late  Dun- 
lin were  found  in  Berrien,  MI  12-13  Dec  (KM, 
WRW),  Wayne,  MI  16-18  Dec  (WGP,  KO,  RL), 
and  Racine,  WI  22  Dec  (RE). 

Late  for  Minnesota  was  a first-cycle  Black- 
legged Kittiwake  in  St.  Louis  13  & 17  Dec  QC, 
KJB),  while  Michigan  had  one  in  Muskegon  17 
Dec  QLa,  JoL).  Minnesota  birders  noted  late 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  3 Dec  in  Wright  (PEB, 
DWK)  and  Milk  Lacs  (AS),  while  Wisconsin 
had  only  its  2nd  Jan  record  in  Outagamie  24  Jan 
(AR).  Michigan  had  a peak  of  750  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  in  Monroe  26  Dec  (AMB,  PCC),  as  well 
as  an  ad.  Little  Gull  in  Mason  2,  5,  & 23  Dec 
(DCD,  Pp  RA).  Gull-watching  in  Minnesota 
was  exceptional.  A Franklin’s  Gull  that  lingered 
in  Dakota/Hennepin  through  14  Jan  (BAp  CMB, 

RT,  PEB,  m.ob.)  provided  the  state  with  its  first 
Jan  record,  and  up  to  4 Ring-billed  Gulls  that 
overwintered  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  (MLH,  PHS, 
m.ob.)  were  noteworthy.  Further,  Bardon’s 
thorough  surveying  confirmed  at  least  33  Thay- 
er’s Gulls,  11  Iceland  Gulls,  and  4 intermediate 
birds  at  Duluth  (KJB,  m.ob.);  additional  Ice- 
land Gull  records  were  imms.  in  Dakota/Hen- 
nepin 16  Dec  (SP)  and  1-10  Jan  (SLC,  DWK, 
PEB,  BAp  CMB,  m.ob.)  and  ads.  in  Dakota/ 
Hennepin  28  Dec-26  Jan  (BAp  PEJ,  m.ob.)  and 
Goodhue  2 Jan  AN).  Adult  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  found  in  Wright  3 Dec  (PEB, 
DWK)  and  Hennepin  7-17  Dec  (CMB,  m.ob.). 
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An  ad.  Glaucous-winged  Gull  frequented  Du- 
luth 22  Dec-15  Jan  (KJB,  PHS,  AN),  a 5th  for 
Minnesota.  At  least  38  Glaucous  Gulls  and  7 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  documented  at 
Duluth  (KJB,  PHS,  m.ob.).  Michigan  reported 
good  numbers  of  both  Thayer’s  and  Iceland 
Gulls,  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  seem  to 
appear  in  more  and  more  locations  each  year. 
Michigan’s  2nd  Slaty-backed  Gull,  and  first 
since  1981,  dined  at  a landfill  in  Bay  12-16 
Dec  (DD,  m.ob.). 

OWLS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A cold  Barn  Owl  in  Vilas,  WI  16  Jan  (KK)  was 
out  of  place.  Snowy  Owls  were  the  talk  of  the 
season,  being  both  widespread  and  in  spec- 
tacular numbers.  Preliminary  estimates  would 
suggest  this  wasn’t  as  significant  an  invasion 
in  Minnesota  as  in  2005-2006.  Wisconsin  had 
reports  from  45  of  72  counties,  totaling  over 
55  different  birds,  while  Michigan  had  re- 
ports from  47  of  83  counties.  Minnesota  bird- 
ers found  Northern  Hawk  Owls  in  Lake  and 
St.  Louis  and  Great  Gray  Owls  in  six  counties, 
while  Wisconsin  had  a Great  Gray  in  Burnett 
6-20  Dec  (BH)  and  8 Long-eared  Owls  in  sev- 
en counties.  While  other  n.  owls  were  absent, 
both  Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls  were 
obliging  at  several  s.  Michigan  locales.  Two 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  lingered  into  Dec  in 
Michigan,  one  through  10  Dec  in  Kalamazoo 
(CKV)  and  another  through  1 1 Jan  in  Kent  Qh 
KO,  m.ob.).  A Belted  Kingfisher  in  Iron  21  Jan 
QW)  made  a rare  winter  find  in  Michigan’s  Up- 
per Peninsula,  as  did  Red-headed  Woodpeck- 
ers in  Delta  and  Dickinson.  An  American  Three- 
toed Woodpecker  in  Crow  Wing  4-9  Feb  (HHD, 
FG,  MJB,  AN)  was  at  an  unusual  location  for 
Minnesota;  single  birds  were  also  found  within 
their  expected  range  in  Lake  and  St.  Louis.  Wis- 
consin had  only  four  Black-backed  Woodpeck- 
er reports,  all  in  Feb  from  Forest;  additional 
reports  came  from  three  Michigan  eight  Min- 
nesota counties. 

Late  Eastern  Phoebes  were  found  in  Michi- 
gan’s Washtenaw  12  & 21-31  Dec  QCF)  and 
Berrien  21  Dec  (AV,  CP).  Wisconsin’s  fall  Ver- 
milion Flycatcher  lingered  through  1 Dec  in 
Rock  (CB).  The  mild  winter  allowed  Wiscon- 
sin birders  to  find  37  Gray  Jays  in  six  typically 
impenetrable  n.  counties,  with  10  in  Forest  29 
Dec  (RD).  An  out-of-range  Black-billed  Magpie 
was  in  Pine,  MN  16  Jan  (RPR).  Although  some 
have  suspected  that  the  Fish  Crows  frequenting 
Berrien,  ,MI  over  the  past  few  years  have  been 
present  year  round,  reports  from  late  Dec  (TB, 
AMB,  PCC)  and  1 Feb  (RJ)  furnished  the  state’s 
first  winter  records.  Minnesota  reported  Boreal 
Chickadees  from  only  Itasca,  Lake,  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  and  St.  Louis,  while  Michigan  records 
came  from  only  Keweenaw  and  Marquette. 


Minnesota  had  single  Carolina  Wrens  in 
Chisago  9 Dec+  (RS)  and  Hennepin  30  Jan-27 
Feb  (SLC,  CMB).  Also  in  Minnesota,  2 Win- 
ter Wrens  were  in  Hennepin  and  another  in 
Houston  through  mid-Jan;  one  was  in  Rice 
through  21  Jan  (TFB);  and  another  overwin- 
tered in  Hennepin.  A very  late  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  was  in  Hennepin  25  Dec- 18  Jan  (SLC, 
BAF,  TAT,  CMB),  while  Michigan  had  records 
in  four  counties.  A Mountain  Bluebird  was 
an  odd  sight  at  a feeder  in  Winnebago,  WI  22 
Jan  (CP).  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  reported 
from  nine  Minnesota  counties,  while  Wiscon- 
sin birders  found  6 solitaires  in  five  counties. 
Hermit  Thrushes  were  found  in  12  Michigan 
counties,  including  a rare  Upper  Peninsula  re- 
port from  Chippewa,  while  Minnesota  had  re- 
ports from  five  counties.  Varied  Thrush  reports 
were  down  again,  with  only  8 individuals  in 
Minnesota,  4 in  Wisconsin,  and  one  in  Cheboy- 
gan, Ml  18  Dec  (SJB).  At  least  5 Gray  Catbirds 
and  10  Northern  Mockingbirds  were  found  in 
Michigan,  while  Minnesota  had  a catbird  in 
Hennepin  17  Dec  (PFu),  and  a mockingbird  fre- 
quented Rock,  WI.  Rare  for  n.  Michigan  were 
Brown  Thrashers  in  Iron  18  Dec  (ERT)  and 
Iosco  20  Dec  (DLJ);  other  reports  came  from 
Tuscola  1 Dec  OEV)  and  Macomb  11  Jan  QZ); 
Minnesota  had  a thrasher  overwinter  in  Henne- 
pin QPi);  and  Wisconsin  had  2 linger  into  Jan. 
Wisconsin  birders  found  American  Pipits  along 
L.  Michigan  in  three  counties;  pipits  were  more 
numerous  in  Michigan,  with  reports  coming 
from  five  counties,  including  a peak  of  12  in 
Hillsdale  1 Dec  QR)  and  3 late  birds  in  Monroe  5 
Eeb  (WW).  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  less  nu- 
merous and  stayed  farther  n.  this  winter,  with 
peak  counts  of  400  in  Cook,  MN  18  Eeb  (PA), 
400  in  Chippewa,  Ml  17  Eeb  (IK,  DG),  and  333 
m Oneida,  WI  27  Eeb  (NR). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FiNCHES 

Michigan  had  several  noteworthy  warbler  re- 
cords, topped  by  a Northern  Waterthrush  in 
Washtenaw  21  Jan-13  Feb  (CG,  NS).  Other 
interesting  records  were  an  Orange-crowned 
Warbler  in  Wayne  16  Dec  (MM);  a Common 
Yellowthroat  in  Livingston  7-8  Jan  (KO,  SAJ), 
one  in  Wayne  22-24  Jan  (CC,  ATC),  and  3 in 
Monroe  25  Jan,  with  one  seen  until  20  Feb 
(ATC);  and  a Palm  Warbler  in  Washtenaw  7-8 
Jan  (DOB,  SAJ).  Wisconsin  hasn’t  had  a win- 
ter Common  Yellowthroat  record  in  the  last 
quarter  century,  so  singles  in  Dane  10  Jan 
(TPr,  AP)  and  Milwaukee  16  Dec-11  Jan  (MB) 
were  surprising.  Wisconsin  feeders  hosted  a 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  in  Milwaukee  23 
Dec-14  Jan  (KBu),  a Pine  Warbler  in  Dodge 
13  Jan  QBa),  and  Yellow-throated  Warbler  in 
Manitowoc  2-8  Jan  (DGl).  Not  to  be  left  out, 
Minnesota  also  had  a Common  Yellowthroat  in 


Hennepin  3 Dec  (SLC). 

Spotted  Towhees  were  present  in  Marathon, 
WI  through  16  Jan  (GRK);  Mower,  MN  18 
Dec-29  Jan  (TD,  RNS,  RT,  AN,  DAB);  Dane, 
WI  2 Jan+  (BE);  and  Huron,  MI  20-23  Feb  (KO, 
MKE).  A female  Eastern  Towhee  overwintered 
in  Polk  (SA,  m.ob.),  and  another  was  in  Farib- 
ault 12-23  Jan  (WE,  m.ob.),  both  Minnesota, 
while  Michigan  had  Eastern  Towhees  in  at  least 
three  counties.  A late  Chipping  Sparrow  was 
in  Lake,  MN  18  Dec  QWL,  GW),  while  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan  had  at  least  five  and  nine 
records,  respectively.  Late  for  Minnesota  was  a 
Eield  Sparrow  in  Dakota  18  Dec  (ADS,  TAT). 
A Lark  Sparrow  from  fall  stayed  until  1 Dec 
in  Chippewa,  Ml  (LJD).  Savannah  Sparrows 
overwintered  in  surprising  numbers,  with  17 
in  seven  Wisconsin  counties,  up  to  10  of  those 
in  Ozaukee  15  Jan  QFr);  Michigan  had  reports 
from  three  counties.  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  in 
St.  Louis,  MN  stayed  through  1 Dec  (EB),  while 
Michigan  had  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  St.  Clair 
17  Dec  (KC,  TH).  Minnesota  had  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows in  1 1 counties,  while  Wisconsin  had  one 
in  Portage  22  Jan  (CO). 

Summer  Tanagers  were  seen  in  Washington, 
MN  until  2 Dec  (LEC,  LS);  Ottawa,  MI  4 Dec 
OM);  Vilas,  WI  9 Dec-13  Jan  (BBS);  La  Crosse, 
WI  24-27  Dec  (PS);  and  Allegan,  MI  13-20  Jan 
(LV).  Record  late  was  a Western  Tanager  in 
Hennepin,  MN  11-19  Jan  (LE);  another  was  in 
Manitowoc,  WI  14  Dec  (CS).  An  Indigo  Bunting 
in  Grant,  WI  5 Jan  (KMK)  was  late,  as  was  a 
Dickcissel  in  Washtenaw,  MI  13-15  Jan  (WFa). 
A late  migrant  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  in 
Lac  Qui  Parle,  MN  3 Dec  (BJU),  while  a male 
was  in  Monroe,  Ml  4 Eeb  (SAJ,  MT).  The  only 
Baltimore  Oriole  was  in  Marathon,  WI  through 
17  Jan  (LSc).  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  Red  Cross- 
bills stayed  mostly  to  the  n.  and  were  detected 
in  average  numbers.  White-winged  Crossbills 
were  more  numerous  and  ranged  farther  south, 
especially  in  Michigan.  Common  Redpolls 
were  widespread  Regionwide,  with  a peak  of 
600  in  St.  Louis,  MN  10  Dec  (JP).  Wisconsin 
experienced  an  exceptional  irruption  of  Hoary 
Redpolls,  with  at  least  20  birds  in  14  coun- 
ties. Minnesota  had  Hoary  Redpolls  in  11  n. 
counties  and  one  to  the  s.  in  Anoka  19  Jan-5 
Feb  (DPG);  Michigan  had  reports  from  13 
counties,  including  several  s.  Lower  Peninsula 
records.  An  Evening  Grosbeak  in  Portage,  WI 
12  Feb  (RP)  provided  a rare  s.  record.  Minne- 
sota reported  grosbeaks  from  six  counties,  but 
the  highest  counts  were  only  around  20  or  so, 
while  away  from  the  Upper  Peninsula,  they 
were  nearly  absent  in  Michigan. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Pam  Albin,  Rob  Allard,  Nick  Anich,  Da- 
ryl Aspery,  Sandy  Aubol,  Tim  Baerwald  (TB), 
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Steven  J.  Baker,  Karl  J.  Bardon  (KJB),  Jack  Bar- 
tholmai  QBa),  David  A,  Bartkey  (DAB),  Keith 
Becker  (KB),  Betsy  A.  Beneke,  Dedrick  Benz 
(DB),  Milt  J.  Blomberg  (MJB),  Tom  E Boevers 
(TFB),  Jason  Bojczyk  Qh).  Marilyn  Bontly 
(MB),  Cynthia  Bridge  (CB),  Rick  Brigham,  Erik 
Bruhnke,  Connie  M.  Brunell  (CMB),  Aaron 
Buchholz  (AB),  Paul  E.  Budde,  Kaela  Burac- 
zewski  (KBu),  Adam  M,  Byrne  (AMB),  Jason 
Caddy,  Steve  L.  Carlson  (SLC),  Cathy  Carol, 
Kathi  Cavanaugh,  Allen  T.  Chartier,  Philip  C. 

Chu,  Laura  E.  Coble,  Shawn  Conrad  (SC), 
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In  Iowa,  there  were  several  snow  events  dur- 
ing the  period  but  nothing  that  came  close 
to  being  called  a blizzard.  The  entire  winter 
season  had  above-normal  temperatures  and 
mild  weather,  with  precipitation  also  above 
normal  across  much  of  the  state.  This  winter 
ranked  as  the  ninth  warmest  and  the  twentieth 
wettest  among  139  years  of  records  for  Iowa, 
in  marked  contrast  to  the  five  most  recent  win- 
ters, which  were  snowier  than  normal;  the  four 
most  recent  winters  were  also  much  colder 
than  average. 

In  Missouri,  the  winter  season  was  one  of 
the  mildest  on  record,  and  the  distribution  of 
many  bird  species  reflected  this  pattern.  Janu- 
ary was  the  thirteenth  warmest  on  record  in 
St.  Louis,  but  overall  the  winter  there  was  the 
third  warmest  since  records  have  been  kept. 
A record  for  the  date  was  set  in  St.  Louis  on 
30  January  with  a 67°  F high.  January  in  Cape 
Girardeau  County  was  the  fifth  warmest  on 
record.  According  to  one  observer,  there  was 
only  one  day  in  January  and  February  when 
it  failed  to  rise  above  freezing.  By  the  end  of 
January,  many  resident  species  had  begun 
singing  as  though  it  were  spring.  Wild  Turkeys 
were  gobbling  in  January!  There  was  almost  no 
snow  anywhere  in  the  state. 

Highlights  of  the  season  in  Iowa  were  Bar- 
row’s  Goldeneye,  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  Mew 
Gull,  Iceland  Gulls,  Great  Black-backed  Gulls, 
Curve-billed  Thrasher,  Bullock’s  Oriole,  and 
Hoary  Redpoll.  All  three  scoters.  Long-tailed 
Duck,  a late  Dunlin,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow,  and 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  were  also  unusual  in 
the  state  during  the  period.  Missouri  had  a good 
season,  with  highlights  including  Red-necked 
Grebe,  Eared  Grebe,  and  Western  Grebe,  Cali- 
fornia Gull,  Little  Gull,  Black-legged  Kittiwake, 
Franklin’s  Gull,  a lingering  Common  Ground- 
Dove,  Rufous  Hummingbird,  Say’s  Phoebe, 


■Vermilion  Flycatcher,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher, 
Sprague’s  Pipit,  and  Lesser  Goldfinch. 

Exceptional  numbers  of  Snowy  Owls  were 
reported  from  both  states  this  winter.  In  Mis- 
souri, increasing  numbers  of  both  vulture  spe- 
cies are  overwintering,  especially  Black  Vul- 
ture, which  is  also  expanding  its  range  north- 
ward. Northern  Shrikes  appeared  in  excellent 
numbers  in  both  states.  Low  numbers  of  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  continue  to  be  reported 
throughout  both  states.  Longspurs  and  Snow 
Buntings  were  likewise  seen  in  low  numbers 
in  both  states.  Winter  finches  were  scarce,  with 
the  exception  of  higher-than-usual  numbers  of 
White-winged  Crossbill  and  Common  Redpoll 
in  Iowa. 

Abbreviation:  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migra- 
tory Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO). 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose  numbers  were 
very  high  in  several  locations,  with  5020  at 
Clarence  Cannon  N.WR.,  Pike,  MO  30  Dec 
OU),  3690  at  Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  LA  25  Feb 
(SJD),  and  more  than  3400  on  the  C.B.C.  at 
Swan  Lake  N.WR.,  Chariton,  MO  (SK).  Snow 
Goose  numbers  were  very  high  at  Squaw 
Creek  N.WR.,  Holt,  MO,  where  400,000  were 
estimated  21  Dec  and  200,000  on  16  Jan  QB, 
MR);  numbers  built  to  an  estimated  one  mil- 
lion there  in  late  Feb  (MR).  Elsewhere,  there 
were  3000  at  Forney  L.,  Fremont,  lA  2 Feb 
(KDy),  marking  a somewhat  early  migration  in 
Iowa.  Both  states  recorded  small  numbers  of 
Ross’s  Geese,  with  the  high  being  14  in  Cape 
Girardeau,  MO  27  Feb  (MH)  and  6 in  Polk,  lA 
28  Jan  (AB).  Warmer-than-usual  temperatures 
in  Iowa  seem  to  have  resulted  in  high  numbers 
of  Cackling  Geese  being  seen  throughout  the 
period,  with  no  fewer  than  14  reports  exceed- 
ing 100  individuals.  The  high  counts  were  400 
at  the  sand  pits  near  Morningstar  Airport,  Polk, 
LA  28  Jan  (AB),  346  at  Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  lA 
(SJD),  and  1000  at  Maryville  Sewage  Lagoons, 
Nodaway,  MO  1 Jan  (DE).  The  high  count  for 
Canada  Goose  also  came  from  Maryville  Sew- 
age Lagoons,  109,000  birds  on  1 Jan  (DE).  Six 
Mute  Swans  wintered  in  Lincoln,  MO  QU),  and 
3 ads.  were  seen  at  Sand  Lake  W. A.,  Johnson,  lA 
8-10  Dec  OLh  CRE).  Trumpeter  Swans  num- 
bers were  quite  high  in  n.  Missouri,  as  many  of 
them  were  able  to  winter  farther  n.  than  usual 
with  the  availability  of  open  water:  230  were 
at  Squaw  Creek  N.WR.,  Holt,  MO  21  Dec  QB, 
MR);  200  were  at  R.M.B.S.,  with  200  there  on 
27  Dec  (PL);  and  229  were  at  Beemer’s  Pond, 
Hamilton,  lA  24  Dec  (SJD).  Three  ad.  Tundra 
Swans  lingered  at  Beemer’s  Pond  21  Dec-7  Jan 
(SJD,  JG),  and  3 were  at  R.M.B.S.  30  Jan  (PL). 

A total  of  247  American  Wigeons  near 
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Puxico,  Stoddard,  MO  26  Feb  (CB)  made  a 
high  count  for  this  species.  The  highest  counts 
for  American  Black  Duck  were  1 1 at  Clarence 
Cannon  N.WR.,  Pike,  MO  30  Dec  (JU)  and  13 
at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  LA  16  Jan  (SJD).  An 
ad.  Blue-winged  Teal  was  very  early  at  Winfield 
Dam  near  St.  Louis  Lincoln,  MO  28  Jan  (JU). 
Some  165  Northern  Shovelers  were  at  Slater 
Sewage  Lagoon,  Story,  lA  5 Dec  (SJD),  and  700 
were  seen  at  Clarence  Cannon  N.WR.,  Pike, 
MO  30  Dec  QU).  About  1700  Green-winged 
Teal  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  LA  3 Dec  (SJD) 
and  110  at  Swan  Lake  N.WR.  1 Jan  were  the 
highs  for  both  states.  The  highest  count  of  Can- 
vasbacks  in  Iowa  was  16,300  at  Pool  19,  Lee 
27  Feb  (SJD);  there  was  a season  high  of  850 
at  R.M.B.S.  19  Jan  QU).  High  counts  for  Ring- 
necked  Duck  were  750  at  Duck  Creek  C.A., 
Bollinger,  MO  18  Feb  (MG,  MH)  and  206  at 
Riverton  W.A.,  Freemont,  lA  22  Jan  (KDy).  All 
three  scoter  species  were  reported  from  both 
states.  One  Surf  Scoter  was  at  R.M.B.S.  19  Feb 
(CM,  JU),  one  was  at  Brushy  Creek  Recreation 
Area,  Webster,  lA  2 Dec  (SJD),  and  2 were  at 
Pool  19,  Lee,  lA  19  Dec  (SJD).  A White-winged 
Scoter  was  at  R.M.B.S.  19  Feb  (CM,  JU),  and  an 
amazing  total  of  20  came  from  Iowa  locations 
in  Dec  and  Jan,  with  the  highest  number  being 
on  4 at  Bettendorf,  Scott,  lA  25  Jan  QF).  Four 
Black  Scoters  were  at  R.M.B.S.  10  Dec  (BR,  PL, 
JU),  and  one  was  about  2 km  n.  of  LeClaire, 
Scott,  lA  1 Dec  (WMZ).  A Long-tailed  Duck  re- 
mained at  R.M.B.S.  10  Dec-18  Feb  (PL,  BR). 
Twenty-one  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  found 
across  Iowa,  with  4 at  Keokuk,  just  above  the 
dam  in  Lee  9 Jan  (JLF)  and  4 at  Pool  19  on  9 
Jan  (JWR)  the  largest  groups.  Common  Gold- 
eneyes numbered  2660  at  Pool  19  on  29  Jan 
(SJD);  one  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  continued  from 
the  fall  season  at  Pool  13,  Clinton,  lA  through 
16  Dec  (JF).  A staggering  2100  Hooded  Mer- 
gansers at  Montrose  C.A.,  Henry,  MO  1 Dec 
QB,  MR)  made  quite  a sight!  A high  count  for 
Iowa  was  153  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  3 
Dec  (SJD).  Some  11,700  Common  Mergansers 
were  counted  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  28 
Dec  (SJD).  The  high  count  for  Red-breasted 
Merganser  was  20  at  Saylorville  Res.,  Polk,  lA 
12  Dec  (WO).  A total  of  44  Ruddy  Ducks  at 
Squaw  Creek  N.WR.,  St.  Charles,  MO  16  Jan 
(]B,  MR)  was  an  amazing  number  for  that  date; 
the  high  count  for  Iowa  was  617  at  Pool  19, 
Lee,  lA  29  Jan  (SJD). 

GROUSE  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Northern  Bobwhite,  Gray  Partridge,  Ring- 
necked Pheasant,  Ruffed  Grouse,  and  Greater 
Prairie-Chicken  were  not  reported  during  the 
period.  Hopefully  with  another  mild  winter, 
they  will  experience  a comeback.  In  fact,  there 
were  no  reports  of  any  of  the  gallinaceous 
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species  except  for  Wild  Turkey,  with  notable 
counts  of  47  at  Fort  Dodge,  Polk,  lA  6 Jan  (JG) 
and  26  at  Lake  Ahquabi  S.E,  Warren,  lA  18  Feb 
QS).  A Red-throated  Loon  was  reported  at  Say- 
lorville  Res.,  Polk,  LA  4-11  Dec  (SJD,  JG,  AB). 
Counts  of  4 Common  Loons  came  from  four 
locations  in  Iowa;  in  Missouri,  a count  of  17  at 
reliable  Table  Rock  L.,  Taney,  MO  3 Dec  (GSw, 
GOAS)  was  the  highest.  A few  Pied-billed 
Grebes  lingered  into  Dec,  with  one  showing 
up  at  Macon  City  L.,  Macon,  MO  7 Jan  (PK). 
A high  count  for  Horned  Grebe  for  the  season 
in  Missouri  was  75  at  Table  Rock  L.,  Taney, 
MO  3 Dec  (GSw,  GOAS),  with  a high  of  8 the 
same  day  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  (SJD). 
A Red-necked  Grebe  was  a bonus  the  next  day 
at  R.M.B.S.  (Bill  Rudden,  JU).  An  Eared  Grebe 
was  photographed  at  Four  Rivers  C.A.,  Ver- 
non, MO  16  Dec  (MA,  BJ).  A Western  Grebe 
was  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  3 Dec  (SJD) 
with  one  at  Thomas  Hill  L.,  Randolph,  MO  8 
Dec  (PK)  and  another  on  at  Long  Branch  L., 
Macon,  MO  28  Dec-3  Feb  QB,  MR,  SK).  Two 
Double-crested  Cormorants  lingered  until  23 
Dec  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  (CB); 
5 at  Duck  Creek  C.A.,  Bollinger,  MO  increased 
to  36  on  26  Feb  (CB).  Elsewhere,  8-10  spent 
the  winter  at  R.M.B.S.  (PL,  JU),  one  was  at 
Ada  Hayden  Park,  Story,  lA  1 Dec  (WO),  and 
12  were  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  10  Dec 
(SJD).  Many  American  White  Pelicans  tarried 
below  the  dam  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA 
(AMJ,  MP,  SJD),  where  103  lingered  as  late 
as  28  Dec  (SJD).  One  hundred  seventy  were 
at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO  1 Jan 
(BR).  Two  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  were 
found  during  the  period,  with  a juv.  at  Eagle 
Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone,  MO  17  Dec  (PM)  and  an- 
other at  Close  Park,  Greene,  MO  1 Dec 
Simpson,  Mary  Murphy,  Betty  Johnson). 

The  high  count  for  Black  Vulture  was  750 
on  the  C.B.C.  m Taney,  MO  31  Dec,  with  lesser 
numbers  from  six  other  locations,  including  34 
at  Bagnell  Dam,  Miller,  MO  3 Dec,  with  500 
Turkey  Vultures  (DE,  TaE,  ToE).  Turkey  Vul- 
ture is  now  regular  even  in  midwinter  in  the 
St.  Louis  area;  one  was  found  dead  s.  of  Slater 
Polk,  lA  11  Dec  (AB),  and  2 were  at  Montrose 
Lee,  lA  30  Jan  QWR).  High  counts  for  Bald  Ea- 
gle in  Iowa  for  both  the  interior  and  the  Missis- 
sippi R.  were  again  higher  than  last  year,  with 
381  along  the  Mississippi  R.,  Scott,  lA  13  Jan 
(KMc)  and  366  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA 
26  Feb  (SJD).  By  contrast,  Missouri’s  Bald  Eagle 
numbers  were  very  low,  with  23  along  the  Des 
Moines  R.,  Clark,  MO  19  Dec  (KJM,  JC)  exem- 
plary; the  highest  count,  71  came  from  New- 
tonia,  Newton,  MO  8 Jan  QC).  Good  numbers 
of  Northern  Harriers  were  found  over  most  of 
the  Region,  with  a high  of  29  at  Shawnee  Trail 
C.A.,  Barton,  MO  30  Dec  QC)  and  11  in  Wayne, 
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lA  24  Dec  (AB).  Single  Northern  Goshawks  in 
Iowa  were  seen  24  Dec  in  Chickasaw,  lA  (CJL) 
and  19  Feb  at  Maffitt  Res.,  Polk,  lA  (LS).  Six 
Harlan’s  Hawks  were  found  in  Iowa  and  5 Har- 
lan’s and  2 Krider’s  in  Missouri;  2 Western  Red- 
tailed Hawks  were  also  found  in  Missouri  and 
one  in  Iowa.  An  all-white  leucistic  Red-tailed 
was  reported  8 Jan  at  Marshalltown,  Marshall, 
lA  (MP).  There  were  26  reports  totaling  more 
than  45  Rough-legged  Hawks  during  the  sea- 
son in  Iowa,  with  a total  of  24  from  Missouri. 
Seven  Golden  Eagles,  3 in  Missouri  and  4 in 
Iowa,  were  reported  during  the  period.  Mis- 
souri reported  4 Merlins,  from  all  sections  of 
the  state,  and  Iowa  had  20  individuals  reported 
from  15  counties,  but  only  2 were  seen  to  roost 
at  Glendale  Cemetery,  Polk,  lA  this  winter  (AB). 
In  Iowa,  6 of  the  Merlins  identified  to  subspe- 
cies were  columbarius  and  6 were  richardsoni. 
Seven  Peregrine  Falcons  were  noted,  3 from 
Iowa  and  4 from  Missouri.  A Prairie  Falcon  was 
in  Iowa;  6 were  reported  from  Missouri. 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  found  at  three  locations 
in  Missouri  and  five  in  Iowa.  There  was  a big 
flight  of  Killdeer  with  350  in  Stoddard,  MO  17 
Dec  (CB)  and  10  at  Montrose  Marsh,  Lee,  lA 
29  Jan  (SJD).  Two  very  early  Greater  Yellowlegs 
at  Eagle  Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone,  MO  4 Eeb  (RD). 
A Least  Sandpiper  was  a good  find  at  Eagle 
Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone,  MO  17  Dec  (PM,  RD).  A 
late  Dunlin  was  at  Schell-Osage  C.A.,  Vernon, 
MO  1 Dec  (MR);  another  was  seen  two  days 
later  at  Runnels  WA.,  Polk,  lA  (SJD).  One  hun- 
dred fourteen  Wilson’s  Snipe  on  the  Columbia 
C.B.C.,  Boone,  MO  17  Dec  QE)  was  by  far  the 
largest  number  of  this  species  ever  recorded  in 
Missouri  during  the  winter  period.  American 
Woodcock  courtship  displays  were  first  noted 
in  Perry,  MO  30  Jan  (CB),  and  15  were  dis- 
playing at  Crowley  Ridge  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO 
1 Feb  (CB). 

Although  gull  numbers  were  on  the  low  side, 
some  rarities  were  found  in  both  states.  An  ad. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  Saylorville  Res., 
Polk,  lA  31  Dec-1  Jan  (AB,  JG);  another  was  at 
the  Maryville  Sewage  Lagoons,  Nodaway,  MO 
17  Jan  (DE).  Thirteen  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were 
found  in  Iowa  during  the  period;  the  high  of 
60  came  from  Tmman  Dam,  Benton,  MO  28 
Jan  QB,  JK,  MR).  A first-cycle  Little  Gull  was 
an  exciting  find  at  Thomas  Hill  L.,  Randolph, 
MO  4 Dec  (RD).  Four  Franklin’s  Gulls  were 
reported  at  the  Mississippi  locks  and  large 
reservoirs  in  Iowa;  singles  were  found  at  three 
locations  in  Missouri.  A Mew  Gull  put  in  an 
appearance  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  8 Jan 
(SJD).  The  high  count  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  was 
3000  at  Long  Branch  L.,  Macon,  MO  16  Dec 
(PK)  and  5420  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  3 


Dec  (SJD).  An  ad.  California  Gull  was  reported 
at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St  Louis,  MO  14 
Feb  (CA,  CK).  High  counts  for  Herring  Gull 
were  675  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  LA  10  Dec 
(SJD)  and  15  along  the  Mississippi  R.,  near  St. 
Louis  St.  Louis,  MO  1 1 Feb  (BR)  after  a brief 
cold  snap.  Iowa  had  a total  of  12  Thayer’s 
Gulls,  most  seen  10  Dec-26  Feb  at  Red  Rock 
Res.,  Marion,  LA  (SJD,  AB,  JG);  one  first-cycle 
Thayer’s  visited  R.M.B.S.  10  Dec  (CM,  JM,  BR). 
Singles  Iceland  Gull  in  Iowa  included  a first- 
cycle  at  Saylorville  Res., /Polk  County  Landfill, 

Polk  10-26  Dec  (SJD,  AB),  another  at  Pool  19, 

Lee,  LA  29  Jan  (SJD),  an  ad.  at  Lock  and  Dam 
14,  Scott,  LA  6 Feb  QF),  and  an  ad.  at  Lock  and 
Dam  15,  Scott,  lA  22  Feb  QF),  the  latter  birds 
possibly  being  the  same  individual.  Fifteen 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were  in  Iowa,  where 
they  are  being  found  with  regularity  at  the 
large  reservoirs  and  dams  along  the  major  riv-  ' 
ers  in  the  state.  Four  were  at  Lock  and  Dam  14 
in  Scott,  lA  8-1 1 Feb  QF,  RLC),  and  4 were  just  ‘ 
n.  of  Iowa  City,  along  the  Iowa  R.  in  Johnson, 
lA  18  Feb  QLF).  Missouri  had  an  ad.  Lesser 
at  R.M.B.S.  10  Dec  (BR),  with  another  at  Long 
Branch  L.,  Macon,  MO  16  Dec  (PK)  and  a first- 
cycle  there  25  Feb  (PK).  Glaucous  Gulls  were  j 
reported  just  a few  times  in  Missouri,  with  one  i 
at  Winfield  Dam,  Lincoln,  MO  1 1 Dec  (PK)  and  | 
another  at  R.M.B.S.  21  Dec  QU),  plus  a differ-  ' 
ent  bird  there  3 Feb  QU).  Iowa  had  a total  of  j 
19  Glaucous  Gulls.  A first-cycle  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  found  9 Jan  along  the  Fort 
Madison  riverfront,  Lee,  LA  QWR,  JLF);  others 
were  seen  26-31  Jan  and  11  Feb  at  Lock  and 
Dam  14,  Scott,  lA  QF  WMZ;  JF,  RLC),  possibly  j 
the  same  individual.  I 

A Common  Ground-Dove  continuing  from 
the  fall  was  seen  at  Weldon  Spring  C.A.,  St. 
Charles,  MO  18  Dec  (PL).  The  seasonal  high  ! 
count  for  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  180  at  | 
Weldon  Spring  C.A.  21  Dec  (GSw)  and  47  at 
Brenton  Feedlot,  Dallas,  LA  18-26  Dec  QB,  AB).  | 
A high  count  of  50  Eastern  Screech-Owls  on  j 
the  Columbia  C.B.C.  in  Boone,  MO  17  Dec  is  ij 
truly  amazing.  There  were  at  least  60  Snowy  |l 
Owls  reported  in  Missouri  during  the  season, 
with  another  71  reported  from  Iowa.  Up  to  22 
Long-eared  Owls  were  reported  in  Iowa,  with 
the  high  count  of  8 at  Hooper  WA.,  Warren,  lA 
26  Jan  QS).  In  Missouri,  they  seemed  scarcer 
than  usual,  with  a high  count  of  only  3 in  a 
Daviess  pine  grove  20  Feb  (SK).  In  Iowa,  1-3  , 

Short-eared  Owls  were  reported  on  15  dates 
throughout  the  period,  with  a high  count  of  8 
at  Owego  Wetlands,  Woodbury,  lA  6 Dec  (TLu, 
GLV).  In  Missouri,  Short-eareds  were  widely 
reported,  with  the  highest  concentrations  in 
sw.  Missouri  as  usual.  The  highest  counts  were  I 
23  at  Wah-Sha-She  Prairie,  Jasper  18  Jan  QC) 
and  15  at  Shawnee  Trail  C.A.,  Barton,  MO  24 
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This  [yrve-billed  Thrasher  at  Lucas,  Lucas  County,  Iowa  was  a holdover  from  fall  and  was  note  through  at  least  5 February  201 2 (here). 
Photegmph  by  Stephen  I Dimmere. 


Jan  (LH).  There  were  14  reports  of  Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  and  a total  of  21  birds  found 
throughout  the  period  in  Iowa,  with  a high 
count  of  4 at  Moorehead  Park,  Ida  10  Feb 
(GLV), 

A Rufous  Hummingbird  spent  virtually  the 
entire  season  at  a Christian,  MO  feeder,  being 
discovered  15  Nov  and  continuing  until  23 
Feb  ifideJE),  while  another  lingered  at  a Frank- 
lin, MO  feeder  until  29  Jan  (Dan  Burke).  Ten 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  were  tallied  at  Wal- 
ter Woods  C.A.,  Newton,  MO  6 Dec  (LH);  the 
high  count  for  Iowa  was  5 at  Five  Ridge  Prairie, 
Plymouth  10  Jan  (TLu).  Five  reports  of  Yellow- 
bellied  Sapsucker  from  Iowa  this  season  were 
fewer  than  usual,  all  coming  from  the  middle 
third  of  the  state.  Jeff  Cantrell  saw  14  Northern 
Flickers  foraging  the  ground  under  a post  oak 
with  an  Armadillo  at  Bethel  Prairie,  Barton,  MO 
1 1 Feb,  a marvelous  visual.  Six  Pileated  Wood- 
peckers were  counted  on  the  C.B.C.  at  Squaw 
Creek  N.WR.,  Holt,  MO  21  Dec  (MR). 

PASSERiriES 

Say’s  Phoebe  was  recorded  at  the  Aldrich  Arm 
of  Stockton  L.,  Polk,  MO  (MR)  and  26  Dec  and 
at  Swan  Lake  N.WR.,  Chariton,  MO  1 Jan  (SK). 
An  imm.  Vermilion  Flycatcher  made  an  excit- 
ing find  and  the  avian  highlight  of  the  season 
in  Perry,  MO  19  Dec-11  Jan  (Nancy  Thomp- 
son, m.ob.).  There  were  two  reports  of  Log- 
gerhead Shrike  in  Iowa  this  season,  with  only 
about  10  or  so  in  Missouri.  An  amazing  57 
reports  of  Northern  Shrikes  came  from  Iowa, 
scattered  over  most  of  the  state.  In  Missouri, 
Northern  Shrikes  were  widely  reported,  with 


at  least  11  records.  Early  Fish  Crows  returns 
were  marked  by  4 over  the  Missouri  Southern 
State  University/Joplin  Campus,  Jasper,  MO  21 
Feb  (Brian  Davis)  and  2 in  Cape  Girardeau,  MO 
27  Feb  (MH).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
almost  unreported  in  Missouri,  with  only  nine 
reports,  mostly  from  the  s.  half  of  the  state  in 
Iowa,  with  a high  of  4 at  Hampton  Cemetery, 
Franklin,  LA  7 Jan  (SJD).  Missouri  had  an  un- 
usual winter  record  of  Bewick’s  Wren  at  Wild- 
cat Clades  C.A.,  Newton  21  Feb  QC,  CC),  A 
Blue-gray  Cnatcatcher  was  at  Mingo  N.WR., 
Wayne,  MO  5 & 26  Feb  (CB).  A Townsend’s 
Solitaire  was  found  in  Clarke,  LA  4 Dec  QS). 
A Curve-billed  Thrasher  continued  from  the 
fall  and  was  seen  near  Lucas  Lucas,  lA  5 Feb 
(SJD).  Two  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  reported  at 
a prairie  northeast  of  the  Missouri  Southern 
State  University/Joplin  Campus,  jasper,  MO  2 
Dec  (LH). 

Lapland  Longspurs  were  not  widely  re- 
ported in  Missouri;  300  in  Dade  21  Dec  (CB, 
GW,  SM,  DM)  was  the  season’s  highest  count, 
while  5000  in  Woodbury,  LA  27  Feb  (TLu)  was 
closer  to  the  norm.  Smith’s  Longspur  was  re- 
ported twice:  3 at  Osage  Prairie  Vernon,  MO  17 
Dec  (MR)  and  7 at  Pennsylvania  Prairie,  Dade, 
MO  21  Dec  (CBu,  GSw,  SM,  DM).  Three  Snow 
Buntings  were  at  Long  Branch  L.,  Macon,  MO  4 
Dec  (RD),  and  45  was  the  high  count  in  Boone, 
LA  21  Jan  QG).  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
was  reported  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard, 
MO  19  Feb  (CB).  There  were  12  reports  of 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  in  Iowa,  with  a high 
of  5 at  Elk  Rock  S.P.,  Marion,  lA  10  Dec  (SJD). 
A Pine  Warbler  was  photographed  at  the  resi- 


dence of  Ellen  Bell  in  Ridgeway,  Winneshiek, 
LA  on  18  Dec  (EMB);  30  were  reported  from 
Missouri.  A Palm  Warbler  was  found  at  Otter 
Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  7 Feb  (CB),  with  3 
more  found  8 Feb  at  Ten  Mile  Pond  C.A.,  Mis- 
sissippi, MO  (CB)  and  one  on  the  Davenport 
Scott,  lA  C.B.C.  on  18  Dec.  Two  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  at  Swan  Lake  N.WR.,  Chariton,  MO 
on  7 Feb  (SK)  were  noteworthy. 

Five  Spotted  Towhees  were  reported  3 from 
Missouri  and  2 from  Iowa.  An  Eastern  Towhee 
X Spotted  Towhee  hybrid  was  at  Fellows  L., 
Greene,  MO  on  3 Feb  (GW);  this  cross  is  sel- 
dom reported  from  Missouri.  A few  Chipping 
Sparrows  visited  backyard  feeders  throughout 
the  season  in  Missouri,  with  one  in  Algona  Kos- 
suth, lA  10-28  Feb  (MCK)  notable.  There  were 
three  reports  of  Field  Sparrow  in  Missouri;  by 
23,  they  were  singing  like  it  was  spring  in  Cape 
Girardeau,  (MH);  in  Iowa,  one  was  found  at 
Three  Mile  L.,  Union,  lA  14  Dec  (SJD).  A lin- 
gering Vesper  Sparrow  was  seen  in  Franklin,  lA 
7 Jan  (SJD).  Savannah  Sparrows  were  again  re- 
ported from  Iowa,  with  one  near  Sparks  Cem- 
etery, Boone,  lA  22  Jan  (LCD)  and  one  at  Sny- 
der’s Bend,  Woodbury,  LA  26  Feb  (BFH).  The 
species  was  widely  reported  as  more  common 
than  usual  in  Missouri,  with  26  on  the  C.B.C. 
at  Swan  Lake  N.WR.,  Chariton  1 Jan.  A Le 
Conte’s  Sparrow  was  found  at  Jester  Park,  Polk, 
lA  on  12  Feb  (BE);  a very  nice  winter  count 
for  mid-Missouri  was  8 at  Eagle  Bluffs  C.A., 
Boone  (RD).  Fox  Sparrows  were  seen  m num- 
ber at  Weldon  Spring  C.A.,  St.  Charles,  MO  16 
Dec  (PK).  Four  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  found 
during  the  period  in  Missouri;  2 were  reported 
in  Iowa.  The  high  count  for  Iowa  for  Swamp 
Sparrow  was  9 at  Riverton  W.A.,  Fremont,  LA 
22  Jan  (KDy).  There  were  19  reports  of  Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  in  Iowa,  mostly  in  the  s.  half 
of  the  state,  and  18  in  Lawrence,  MO  26  Dec 
(GSw,  NSw)  made  the  high  count  for  Missouri 
this  season.  There  were  16  reports  of  White- 
crowned  Sparrow  from  the  s.  and  e.  sections 
of  the  state  of  Iowa,  with  a high  count  of  33  at 
Riverton  W.A.,  Fremont  22  Jan  (KDy). 

Two  Rose -breasted  Grosbeaks  were  reported 
at  the  feeder  of  Charlotte  & Jerry  Goodlaxen  in 
Emmetsburg  Palo  Alto,  lA  16  Feb  (LAS),  where 
they  apparently  overwintered.  Another  was 
seen  on  the  Grand  Rivers  C.B.C.,  MO  18  Dec 
(MMcN).  A Dickcissel  visited  an  Andrew,  MO 
feeder  1-16  Dec  (Dean  Rush,  Jrde  JH);  2 were 
photographed  at  Ten  Mile  Pond  C.A.,  New  Ma- 
drid, MO  8 Jan  (CB).  A male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  seen  in  a large  mixed  flock  of 
blackbirds  at  Sabula,  Jackson,  lA  20  Dec  (Pam 
Steinhaus).  A flock  of  130  Rusty  Blackbirds  was 
found  visiting  a backyard  in  Cape  Girardeau, 
MO  28  Feb  (MH);  a high  of  56  was  reported 
at  Riverton  W.A.,  Fremont,  lA  24  Dec  (KDy).  A 
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flock  of  400  Brewers  Blackbirds  was  observed 
at  Sylvania  Prairie,  Dade,  MO  on  1 Dec  (MR); 
an  ad.  male  was  found  at  the  Curt  Nelson 
farm,  Cerro  Gordo,  lA  12  Jan  (CRN).  An  amaz- 
ing roost  at  Eagle  Bluffs  C.A.,  Boone,  MO  17 
Dec  was  estimated  at  1.5  million  Red-winged 
Blackbirds,  3.5  million  Common  Crackles  and 
250,000  European  Starlings  (PM);  these  were 
tallied  during  the  Columbia  C.B.C.  High  num- 
bers of  Great-tailed  Crackles  included  54  at  the 
jet.  of  1-29  and  Hwy.  34  in  Mills,  LA  24  Dec 
(KDy);  100  were  seen  tn  Greene,  MO  on  9 Jan 
(CBu,  GSa).  A male  Baltimore  Oriole  visited  a 
Columbia  Boone,  MO  backyard  18  Dec  Qulie 
Fisher).  A Bullock’s  Oriole  was  at  the  home 
of  Gail  Masinda  in  Ottumwa,  Wappello,  lA  29 
Jan-20  Feb  (CRE,  DTh,  RIA). 

Winter  finches  were  scarce  again  this  year. 
Modest  high  counts  of  Purple  Finch  included 
50  coming  to  feeders  m rural  Daviess,  MO  24 
Feb  (SK)  and  40  at  Lake  Ahquabi  S.P,  Warren, 
lA  28  Jan  (JS).  A male  Red  Crossbill  made  a 
regular  appearance  at  a Wentzville,  Si.  Charles, 
MO  sunflower  feeder  (fide  PH).  In  Iowa,  there 
were  four  reports,  with  a high  count  of  5 on 
Christmas  Eve  at  Springdale  Cemetery  Clinton 
OF);  a Type  3 male  was  at  Riverside  Cemetery, 
Clay,  lA  8 Jan  (LAS).  All  White-winged  Cross- 
bill reports  were  from  Iowa,  where  22  reports 


came  mostly  from  the  n.  and  w.  part  of  the  state; 
the  high  count  was  100  at  Graceland  Cemetery, 
Woodbury,  lA  22  Feb  (TLu).  Common  Redpoll 
put  in  a surprise  and  long-running  appearance 
with  2 at  the  R.M.B.S.  feeder  29-30  Jan  (PL, 
JU),  one  remaining  through  18  Feb  (BR).  Com- 
mon Redpolls  are  usually  hard  to  find  in  Iowa, 
but  this  year  there  were  27  reports  submitted 
that  included  a high  of  11  at  Johnston  Gravel 
Pits,  Polk  8 Jan  (SJD).  A Hoary  Redpoll  was 
found  at  the  Storm  Lake  Cemetery,  Buena  Vista, 
lA  11  Feb  (LAS).  There  were  13  reports  of  Pine 
Siskin,  with  up  to  28  seen  at  Fairmont  Cem- 
etery, Scott,  lA  1 Dec-29  Feb  (WMZ).  Missouri 
by  contrast  had  only  two  reports  of  Pine  Siskin. 
A Lesser  Goldfinch  graced  the  yard  of  Calvin 
Borntragerin  Polk,  MO  18  Jan-20  Feb.  Reports 
of  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  came  in  from  Scott, 
Linn,  and  Lee,  lA. 

Contributors:  IOWA:  Reid  Allen  (RIA),  El- 
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Corey  Lange  (CJL),  Tucker  Lutter  (TLu),  Kelly 


McKay  (KMc),  Nathan  J.  Miller  (NJM),  Fran- 
cis L.  Moore  (FLM),  Curt  R.  Nelson  (CRN), 
Wolfgang  Oesterreich  (WO),  Mark  Proescholdt 
(MP),  John  W.  Rutenbeck  QWR),  Lee  Schoe- 
newe  (LAS),  Leland  Searles  (LS),  Jim  Sinclair 
QS),  Dennis  Thompson  (DTh),  Gerald  Von 
Ehwegen  (GLV),  Walter  Zuurdeeg  (WMZ). 
MISSOURI:  Connie  Alwood  (CA),  Mike  An- 
derson (MA),  Chris  Barrigar  (CB),  J.  Bol- 
lin  QB),  Calvin  Borntrager,  Charley  Burwick 
(CBu),  Jeff  Cantrell  OC),  Cyndi  Cogbill  (CC), 
Ryan  Douglass  (RD),  Joseph  Fades  QE),  Da- 
vid Easterla  (DE),  Tanner  Easterla  (TaE),  Todd 
Easterla  (ToE),  Greater  Ozark  Audubon  Society 
(GAOS),  Lori  Hagglund  (LH),  Lawrence  Her- 
bert (LH),  Brad  Jacobs  (BJ),  Steve  Kinder  (SK), 
John  King  (JK),  Chris  Kirmaier  (CK),  Peter 
Kondrashov  (PK),  Pat  Lueders  (PL),  Mark  Haas 
(MH),  Charlene  Malone  (CM),  Jim  Malone 
QM),  Debbie  Martin  (DM),  Steve  Martin  (SM), 
Kelly  J.  McKay  (KJM),  Paul  McKenzie  (PM), 
Mark  McNeely  (MMcN),  June  Newman  QN),  I 
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den,  Greg  Samuel  (GSa),  Greg  Swick  (GSw),  ! 
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The  weather  in  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see during  winter  2011-2012  were  very 
mild  overall,  but  precipitation  levels 
were  relatively  close  to  normal.  Across  the  Re- 
gion, temperatures  averaged  warmer  than  nor- 
mal during  all  three  months.  Monthly  averages 
at  most  recording  stations  were  3-6°  F above 
normal,  resulting  in  one  of  the  warmest  winters 


on  record  in  both  states.  Precipita- 
tion was  variable  but  generally  was 
close  to  normal  in  most  areas  dur- 
ing December  and  January,  whereas 
February  was  drier  than  average. 
The  warm  temperatures  and  lack  of 
significant  precipitation  resulted  in 
virtually  no  snow  events  and  only 
short  periods  of  snow  cover. 

Rarity  highlights  were  few  in 
number  in  Kentucky  but  included 
Red-necked  Grebe,  continuing  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds,  Harris’s  Spar- 
row, and  Common  Redpoll.  Additional  Ken- 
tucky highlights  during  the  season  included 
mostly  lingering  passerines,  including  White- 
eyed Vireo,  Common  Yellowthroat,  American 
Redstart,  and  two  reports  each  of  Vesper  Spar- 
row and  Indigo  Bunting.  Tennessee  highlights 
included  Western  Grebe,  Hooded  Crane.  Say’s 
Phoebe,  American  Redstart,  two  Yellow-head- 
ed Blackbirds,  and  two  Common  Redpolls.  As 
expected  based  on  their  general  scarcity  during 
the  fall  season,  irruptive  boreal  species  were 
nearly  absent. 


Abbreviations:  Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  in- 
cluding the  EARTH  Complex,  sw.  Shelby,  TN); 
Kentucky  Dam  (Livingston/Marshall,  KY);  Long 
Point  (Long  Point  Unit  Reelfoot  N.WR.,  Ful- 
ton, KY);  Sauerheber  (Sauerheber  Unit  Sloughs 
WM.A.,  Henderson,  KY);  Standifer  Gap  (Stand- 
ifer  Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  EGRETS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  formerly  a 
vagrant  to  the  Region,  now  seems  firmly  en- 
trenched as  a year-round  resident  at  Ensley; 
43  on  10  Dec  QWa)  was  the  peak  count  there 
this  season.  Modest  peak  counts  of  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  included  2300  at  Ballard 
WM.A.,  Ballard,  KY  3 Jan  (fide  RP);  3210  at 
Sauerheber  18  Jan  (TY);  and  ca.  4000  at  Long 
Point  5 Jan  (fide  GP).  Greater  White-fronteds 
are  relatively  rare  away  from  the  w.  portions 
of  the  Region,  so  the  following  reports  were 
noteworthy:  10  in  Putnam,  TN  17-18  Dec  (fide 
SJS);  15  in  DeKalb,  TN  23  Jan  (JF);  one  at  Eliz- 
abethton.  Carter,  TN  7 Feb+  (BPo,  m.ob.);  one 
at  Boone  L,  Sullivan,  TN  13  Feb  (RCa);  3 at 
Flemingsburg,  Fleming,  KY  19  Feb  (BWu);  and 
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Much  is  being  learned  abeut  the  winter  status  of  Golden  Eagles  in  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region  by  monitoring  “trail  cams" 
baited  with  animal  carcasses.  Again  this  vrinter,  birds  v/ere  captured  on  film  at  several  locales,  mostly  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  Region.  This  bird  was  captured  on  film  in  itowan  County,  Kentucky  15  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Kentucky  Department 
offish  and  Wildlife  Resources. 


2 at  John  Sevier  L.,  Hawkins,  TN  27  Feb  (SHb). 
Similarly,  only  a handful  of  single  Snow  and 
Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  away  from  the  w. 
portions  of  the  Region  in  Tennessee.  Kentucky 
reports  of  Ross’s  Geese  of  interest  included 
one  near  Union,  Boone  31  Dec  (LM);  2 near 
Pendleton,  Henry  1 Jan  (ph.  MCI);  one  s.  of 
Hodgenville,  Larue  23  Jan  (ph.  EHa);  and  10 
e.  of  Sauerheber  16  Feb  (ph.  BPa,  EHu).  Peak 
counts  of  Snow  Geese  in  the  w.  portion  of  the 
Region  were  quite  modest  in  response  to  the 
lack  of  cold  weather. 

As  was  the  case  last  winter,  a very  large  flock 
of  Cackling  Geese  wintered  at  Duck  River  Unit, 
Tennessee  N.WR.,  Humphreys,  TN,  with  388 
counted  there  28  Dec  (SS).  Elsewhere  in  Ten- 
nessee, one  was  at  Erwin,  Unicoi  30  Dec  QMc, 
RK),  2 were  in  Obion  5 Jan  (MG),  and  3 were 
in  Lauderdale  29  Jan  QRW).  In  Kentucky,  few 
Cacklings  were  reported,  with  sightings  of  in- 
terest limited  to  a peak  count  of  17  on  Refor- 
matory L.,  Oldham  12  Feb  (ph.  MY,  BY)  and  8 
at  Flemingsburg,  Fleming  19  Feb  (BWu). 

Mute  Swans  were  scarce,  likely  the  result 
of  mild  weather;  one  was  at  Hiwassee  Refuge, 
Meigs,  TN  1 Dec-17  Jan  KAC  et  al.)  and  3 in 
Madison,  KY  30  Jan  (MBu)  and  13  Feb  QBr) 
were  presumed  to  be  of  non-local  origin.  Three 
ad.  Tundra  Swans  were  in  Crockett,  TN  6-8  Dec 
(MG,  MT/FF),  and  singles  were  at  John  Sevier 
L.,  Hawkins,  TN  1 Dec  (SHb),  Parksville  L., 
Polk,  TN  11-23  Dec  (RiH  et  al),  and  J.  Percy 
Priest  L.,  Davidson,  TN  1 Jan  (SS).  In  Kentucky, 
the  flock  at  Sauerheber  numbered  105  by  19 


Dec  (TY)  and  peaked  at  152  on  30  Jan  (TY); 
also  reported  were  2 on  Herrington  L.,  Boyle/ 
Garrard  17  Dec  (ph.  DPe,  KH)  and  24  on  Dew- 
ey L.,  Floyd  3-5  Jan  (ph.  RHa);  the  latter  was 
quite  unusual  for  far  e.  Kentucky. 

In  general,  duck  numbers  were  down  sig- 
nificantly, likely  due  to  the  lack  of  any  signifi- 
cant winter  weather  events  early  in  the  season 
to  drive  them  down  from  farther  north;  early  in 
the  season,  they  were  nearly  absent  from  many 
traditional  locations  in  w.  Ten- 
nessee. Three  Blue-winged 
Teal  1 Jan  (CBl,  GB)  furnished 
a first  count  record  for  the  Hi- 
wassee C.B.C.  in  Meigs,  TN;  5 
Blue-wingeds  were  reported  at 
Long  Point  3 Jan  (tGH,  SRo, 

DSt,  MR).  Late  winter  peak 
counts  of  dabblers  included 
3000  Gadwalls,  nearly  16,000 
Northern  Pintails,  and  a new 
state  single  day  high  count  of 
10,850  Green-winged  Teal,  all 
tallied  during  an  aerial  survey 
along  the  Mississippi  R.  flood- 
plain, KY  13  Feb  (PH). 

Remarkable  peak  counts 
of  diving  ducks  were  lacking, 
with  only  a few  notable  reports 
including  60  Redheads  at 
Flemingsburg,  Fleming,  KY  19 
Feb  (BWu),  3500  Ring-necked 
Ducks  in  Ballard,  KY  3 Jan-13 
Feb  (PH),  750-1000  Common 


Goldeneyes  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  18 
Feb  (BPa,  EHu),  at  least  175  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers on  L,  Barkley,  Lyon,  18  Feb  (BPa,  EHu), 
and  325  Ruddy  Ducks  on  L.  Barkley  above  the 
dam  18  Feb  (EHu,  BPa)  Scoters  were  much 
less  prevalent  than  in  recent  winters.  There 
were  two  Kentucky  reports  of  White-winged 
Scoter:  at  least  one  on  L.  Cumberland,  Russell 
1 Dec  (RD)  and  2 on  Kentucky  L.  above  the 
dam  18  Feb  (BPa,  EHu).  Single  female  Black 
Scoters  at  Britton  Ford,  Big  Sandy  Unit,  Ten- 
nessee N.WR.,  Henry  3 Dec  (MT,  SS,  CSm) 
and  on  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion  31  Dec  (JRW) 
were  the  only  ones  reported  from  Tennessee. 
There  were  also  two  reports  of  Black  Scoter 
in  Kentucky:  one  on  L.  Cumberland,  Russell 
7 Dec  (RD),  with  4 a few  km  to  the  w.  on  L. 
Cumberland,  Russell  13  Dec  (RD).  One  to  5 
Surf  Scoters  were  reported  from  five  Tennes- 
see locations  7 Dec-20  Feb.  In  Kentucky,  “sev- 
eral groups  of  scoters  were  seen  on  both  the 
Ohio  R.  [ne.  Kentucky]  and  Cave  Run  L.,  but 
male  Surf  Scoters  were  the  only  ones  identifi- 
able to  species’’  during  an  aerial  survey  4 Jan 
QBr),  and  3 were  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Bracken  13 
Feb  QBr).  Single  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  on 
Laurel  Hill  L.,  Lawrence,  TN  19  Dec  (BPu),  on 
TVA  L.  at  Ensley  4-19  Feb  (JRW  et  al),  and  on 
Kentucky  L.  above  the  dam  18  Feb  (BPa,  EHu). 
Common  Mergansers,  which  are  decidedly  not 
common  in  the  Region,  were  reported  in  num- 
bers slightly  above  average,  particularly  in  the 
e.  portions  of  Tennessee.  Singles  were  reported 
from  the  Chattanooga  C.B.C.,  Hamilton,  TN  17 
Dec  (DJ,  JH);  Coucheville  L.,  Davidson,  TN  16 
Jan  (PC,  FF);  J.  Percy  Priest  L.,  Davidson,  TN 
19  Jan  (SS);  and  Robco  L,  Shelby,  TN  18  Feb 


The  status  of  Loog-eared  Owl  m the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region  has  never  been 
wei!  understood  or  v«ll  documented.  The  species  is  recorded  annually,  but  its  abun- 
dance varies  for  reasons  that  are  not  known.  This  individual  was  present  in  rural  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky  during  early  (here  2]  December  201 1 . Photograph  by  Ben  Hart. 
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Six  Rufous  Hummingbirds  lingered  into  or  through  the  winter  in  Kentucky.  These  two  kept  White-eyed  Vireos  are  very  rare  in  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region  during  winter.  In 

each  other  company  in  a rural  Barren  County  yard  into  March  (here  12  February)  2012.  Kentucky,  this  individual  was  found  on  the  Louisville  Christmas  Bird  Count  1 8 December  201 1 . 

Photograph  by  Lew  Young.  Photograph  by  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 


KY  31  Dec  (ph.  SMa,  RBr)  was  very  unusual 
for  the  season.  One  to  2 Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  in  Russell  KY  14  Dec  (BS),  at  Barren 
River  L.,  Barren,  KY  3 Jan  QSo),  and  along  the 
Ohio  R.  e.  of  Worthington,  Greenup,  KY  19  Jan 
QBr)  were  all  in  areas  where  they  have  previ- 
ously not  been  documented  during  winter. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  extraordinarily  early  migrant  or  wintering 
Osprey  was  seen  flying  over  Kentucky  L,  above 
the  dam  18  Feb  (BPa,  EHu).  An  imm.  male 
Northern  Goshawk  was  reported  from  Hohen- 
wald,  Lewis,  TN  9 Jan  (+BPu).  A rufous-morph 
Western  Red-tailed  Hawk  and  a Kriders  Red- 
tailed Hawk  were  at  Ensley  1 Dec  (ph.  JRW). 
In  Kentucky,  both  Harlans  Hawks  that  have 
wintered  along  Clear  Cr,  Hopkins  since  at  least 
2005-2006  were  present  17  Feb  (BPa,  EHu); 
also  of  interest  was  a juv.  intermediate-morph 
Western  Red-tailed  Hawk  n.  of  Lebanon,  Wash- 
ington, KY  4 Dec  (ph.  BPa,  EHu).  A Rough- 
legged Hawk  at  Ensley  22  Jan  (VR)  was  the  only 
one  reported  from  Tennessee;  in  Kentucky,  sin- 
gles were  reported  at  four  locales.  Expanding 
on  last  winters  work  surveying  Golden  Eagles 
feeding  on  road-killed  deer,  cameras  recorded 
separate  birds  in  Unicoi,  TN  12  Jan,  Carter,  TN 
14  Jan,  and  Johnson,  TN  2 Feb  (TE).  Elsewhere 
in  Tennessee,  2 were  at  Hampton  Creek  Cove, 
Carter  18  Dec  (FA)  and  29  Jan  (RBi),  one  was  at 
Duck  River  Unit,  Tennessee  N.WR.,  Humphreys 
28  Dec  (SS),  and  one  was  found  on  the  Hiwas- 
see  C.B.C.,  Meigs  1 Jan  (J&CW).  In  Kentucky, 
there  were  seven  reports  of  one  to  2 Golden 
Eagles:  s.  of  Mt.  Zion,  Allen  13-29  Jan  (MBy 
JBy);  at  Bernheim  Forest,  BuUitt/Nelson  through 
the  season  (KV,  AnB,  et  al);  near  Cave  Run  L., 
Bath  15  Jan  (fide  SF);  on  the  Road  Creek  Mine, 
Pike  28-30  Jan  (ph.  SF);  and  found  dead  (likely 


QRW).  One  on  L.  Tansi,  Cumberland,  TN  6 Jan 
(EL)  furnished  a first  county  record.  A pair  was 
on  Wilbur  L.,  Carter,  TN  (BPo,  JPo).  Peak  Ken- 
tucky counts  for  Common  Merganser  included 
12  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall  19  Jan  (HC)  and  a 
total  of  81  on  the  Ohio  R.,  ne.  KY,  including  21 
e.  of  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken,  all  seen  during  an 
aerial  survey  13  Feb  QBr). 

One  to  2 Pacific  Loons  and  a Red-throated 
Loon  were  reported  from  regular  locations  in 
Henry,  TN  on  four  dates  3 Dec-28  Jan  (MT, 
SS,  TW,  CSm,  JRW,  NTOS).  One  of  each  was 
also  on  Pickwick  L.,  Hardin,  TN  9 Dec  QRW). 
Wintering  numbers  of  Common  Loon  were 
about  normal.  Single  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
reported  from  Pickwick  L.,  Hardin,  TN  9 Dec 
QRW),  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion,  TN  11  Dec 
QRW),  Green  River  L.,  Taylor,  KY  28  Dec  (ph. 
EHu),  Robco  L.,  Shelby,  TN  21  Jan  QRW),  and 
Pace  Pt.,  Big  Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.WR., 
Hemy,  TN  28  Jan  (MT,  NTOS).  A count  of  308 


Horned  Grebes  on  L.  Cumberland,  Russell,  KY 
13  Feb  (RD)  was  exceptional  for  the  state  dur- 
ing midwinter.  Two  Eared  Grebes  remained 
through  the  season  at  the  regular  winter  loca- 
tion on  S.  Holston  L.,  Sullivan,  TN  (RK,  WC, 
m.ob.).  Elsewhere,  singles  were  on  Pickwick 
L.,  Hardin,  TN  9 Dec  JRW)  and  on  J.  Percy 
Priest  L.,  Davidson,  TN  19  Jan  (SS).  A Western 
Grebe  was  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion,  TN  31 
Dec  QRW). 

Reports  of  American  White  Pelicans  e.  of 
their  normal  wintering  range  included  singles 
at  Hiwassee  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  10  Dec  (TJ)  and 
17  Jan  (KAC  et  al);  the  only  noteworthy  flock 
reported  consisted  of  80  at  Duck  River  Unit, 
Tennessee  N.WR.,  Humphreys,  TN  28  Dec 
(SS).  A rare -in -winter  American  Bittern  was 
at  Phils  Bend,  Hawkins,  TN  23  Dec  (RL).  As 
has  been  the  norm  in  recent  years,  a few  Great 
Egrets  appeared  to  winter  in  e.  Tennessee:  3 
seen  during  the  Chattanooga  C.B.C.,  Hamilton 
17  Dec  (WGH,  TBa)  fur- 
nished a first  count  record, 
and  3 were  also  seen  dur- 
ing the  Hiwassee  C.B.C., 
Meigs  1 Jan  (KAC),  where 
they  have  been  annual  in 
recent  years.  There  were 
four  reports  of  Great  Egret 
in  Kentucky,  where  the  spe- 
cies is  much  less  regular: 
singles  at  different  locales 
on  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway 
26  Dec  (HC)  and  22  Jan 
(KCo);  along  the  Ohio  R.  w. 
of  Paducah,  McCracken  30 
Dec  (THi,  JSm,  JNr);  and 
at  L.  Reba,  Madison  10  Feb 
(TDPr).  A Green  Heron  at 
Pumphouse  Pond,  Pulaski, 


This  American  Redstart  at  Hiwassee  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Meigs  County  10  December 
201 2 furnished  only  the  third  winter  record  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Tim  Jeffers. 
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^ A Two  observers  at  Hiwassee  ¥i/s!d!ife  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  were  surely  stunned  to  discover  a Hooded  Crane  present  among  the  thou- 
Jfisands  of  v/intering  Sandhill  Cranes  13  Dec  (MSu,  PD),  and  it  remained  in  the  area  through  at  least  30  Jan.  In  fact,  with  the  regular 
presence  of  several  Whooping  Cranes  from  prior  years' Operation  Migration  cohorts,  this  refuge  was  possibly  one  of  the  few  places  on 
earth  m»here  three  species  of  free-flying  cranes  could  be  seen  together.  A fev/  weeks  after  it  was  last  seen  in  Tennessee,  the  same  individual 
appeared  in  Indiana. 

While  its  provenance  may  never  truly  be  known,  the  Nebraska  Bird  Records  Committee,  which  is  in  the  process  of  voting  on  a Hooded 
Crane  record  from  spring  201 1 (possibly  the  same  individual?),  has  uncovered  evidence  indicating  that  it  is  unlikely  to  have  been  an  es- 
capee. Kevin  Calhoon,  a member  of  the  Tennessee  Bird  Records  Committee,  has  been  working  with  Mark  Brogie  to  research  information 
on  captive  Hooded  Cranes  in  North  America.  Thus  far,  all  known  captive  individuals  have  been  accounted  for,  save  for  4 individuals  that 
escaped  from  an  private  facility  in  Idaho;  all  are  believed  to  have  been  pinioned  and  therefore  flightless.  Both  an  expert  at  the  International 
Crane  Foundation,  and  the  studbook  keeper  for  the  species,  have  expressed  strong  opinions  that  these  Hooded  Crane  records  represent 
v-zild  birds  (KAC,  pers.  comm.), 

VYhatever  its  origin,  its  arrival  and  stay  through  the  duration  of  the  Tennessee  Crane  Festival  at  Hiwassee  14-15  Jan  was  fortuitous  in 
several  respects.  First,  it  undoubtedly  was  a key  factor  in  this  year's  record  attendance  for  the  festival.  Second,  this  crane  was  surely  one  of 
the  most  visited  birding  rarities  in  recent  memory;  records  kept  by  several  dedicated  observers  estimate  that  over  7000  people  visited  from 
47  states  and  1 5 countries!  Lastly,  but  most  importantly,  pro-hunting  organizations  in  Tennessee  have  been  advocating  strongly  over  the 
past  few  years  for  Tennessee  to  approve  a Sandhill  Crane  hunt  in  se.  Tennessee,  which  would  make  Tennessee  only  the  second  state  (fol- 
lowing, unfortunately,  this  season's  inauguration  of  a hunt  in  Kentucky)  in  the  eastern  flyv«y  to  do  so.  The  tremendous  number  of  visitors 
and  significant  economic  impact  of  the  Hooded  Crane  on  the  Region  and  state  provides  perhaps  the  strongest  argument  yet  that  cranes  in 
Terine.ssee  are  much  more  valuable  as  a watchable  wildlife  resource  than  a huntable  one.  As  the  debate  resumes  next  year,  birders  can  only 
hope  that  the  success  ofthis  year's  festival  helps  lead  the  Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Commission  to  vote  against  a hunt  in  Tennessee. 


powerline  collision)  at  Turners  Station,  Carroll 
4 Feb  (ph.  HM).  The  only  Peregrine  Falcons  re- 
ported in  Tennessee  were  one  through  the  sea- 
son at  Maryville,  Blount  (THo,  m.ob.),  2 at  Paris 
Landing  S.R,  Henry  8 Jan  (TW,  CSm),  and  one 
at  Duck  River  Unit,  Tennessee  N.WR,,  Hum- 
phreys 4 Feb  (CWa),  In  Kentucky,  non-breeding 
birds  were  reported  from  seven  locales.  Single 
Merlins  were  reported  from  Tennessee  at  Ft. 
Campbell,  Montgomery  21  Dec  (DMo),  Stan- 
difer  Gap  28  Dec  QT),  Hiwassee  C.B.C.,  Meigs 
1 Jan  (DA),  and  Ensley  21  Jan  (ph.  JRW).  In 
Kentucky,  there  were  reports  of  one  to  2 birds 
at  12  locales. 

The  mild  weather  resulted  in  many  Sandhill 
Cranes  lingering  n.  of  the  Region  well  into  the 
winter,  and  sizable  flocks  continued  to  filter  s. 
into  early  Jan.  Continued  mild  weather  soon  re- 
sulted in  birds  moving  northbound,  and  peak 
counts  of  birds  returning  to  Kentucky  included 
4605  at  Barren  River  L.,  Barren  19  Jan  (WT)  and 
4000-5000  w.  of  Cecilia,  Hardin  2 Feb  (BPa,  PB, 
JBe,  CBe),  with  3892  counted  in  that  area  13 
Feb  (EHa).  A flock  of  53  over  w.  McCracken,  KY 
31  Dec  (SRe)  was  relatively  far  w,  while  17  over 
Minor  Clark  Fish  Hatchery,  Rowan,  KY  2 Jan 
(GR)  were  the  farthest  e.  to  be  reported.  Single 
Virginia  Rails  were  heard  at  Pumphouse  Pond, 
Pulaski,  KY  on  six  dates  22  Oct-18  Feb  (RD  et 
al),  apparently  documenting  wintering  at  that 
locale;  e.  of  Drakesboro,  Muhlenberg,  KY  1 Jan 
(BPa);  and  at  Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  15  Feb+ 
(RK,  m.ob.).  For  the  first  time  in  several  years, 
no  Virginia  Rails  were  found  at  Standifer  Gap 
during  the  winter  season.  Single  Soras  were  at 


Alcoa,  Blount,  TN  through  the  season  (THo) 
and  at  Johnson  City,  Washington,  TN  18  Feb+ 
(JNa).  Single  Common  Gallinules  at  Sevier,  TN 
2-5  Feb  (RoH,  DMy  m.ob.)  and  Alcoa,  Blount, 
TN  (THo)  furnished  only  the  2nd  and  3rd  win- 
ter records  for  the  state. 

A Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Sauerheber  24  Dec 
(ph.  CC)  was  tardy;  3 in  the  Lower  Hickman 
Bottoms,  Fulton,  KY  26  Feb  (MY,  BY)  were  the 
earliest  returning  birds  reported.  Four  Lesser 
Yellowlegs  were  still  at  Sauerheber  19  Dec  (ph. 
CC);  2 at  Ensley  11  Feb  QWa)  and  3 at  Sau- 
erheber 16  Feb  (BPa,  EHu)  were  the  earliest 
returning  birds  reported.  A Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  present  through  the  season  at  Kingsport, 
Sullivan,  TN  (RK,  m.ob.)  for  the  7th  consecu- 
tive winter.  Single  birds  were  also  at  Woods 
Res.,  Franklin,  TN  31  Dec  (D&JS)  and  TVA  L., 
Ensley  18  Feb  QWa,  MTOS).  A Least  Sandpip- 
er in  Washington,  TN  through  the  period  (RK, 
m.ob.)  was  the  first  to  overwinter  in  ne.  Ten- 
nessee. Twelve  Least  Sandpipers  and  20  Dunlin 
were  at  Upper  Douglas  L.,  Cocke,  TN  10  Dec 
(RK),  and  4 Least  Sandpipers  were  at  Ensley  28 
Dec  QRW).  Small  numbers  of  Least  Sandpipers 
wintered  at  traditional  locales  on  Kentucky  L., 
Calloway/Marshall  (HC);  also  of  interest  were  4 
at  Sauerheber  16  Feb  (BPa,  EHu);  2 in  Hart,  KY 
18  Feb  (JSo)  may  have  represented  very  early 
returning  migrants.  A Dunlin  was  at  Black  Bay- 
ou WM.A.,  Lake,  TN  7 Dec  (MT);  one  was  still 
at  Sauerheber  3 Dec  (BL),  but  the  presence  of  2 
there  16  Feb  (BPa,  EHu)  suggests  that  the  spe- 
cies may  have  wintered  at  that  locale.  A Pectoral 
Sandpiper  at  Black  Bayou  WM.A.,  Lake,  TN  17 


Dec  (ph.  CAS,  MW,  JNo)  represented  only  the 
5th  winter  record  for  the  state.  American  Wood- 
cocks overwintered  in  above-average  numbers 
across  at  least  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region. 

The  mild  weather  resulted  in  a dearth  of  rare 
gulls  during  the  season.  A Laughing  Gull  at 
Douglas  Dam,  Sevier,  TN  16  Feb  (KB,  KW)  and 
a Franklins  Gull  at  Robco  L.,  Shelby,  TN  17 
Feb  QRW,  CSm)  were  the  only  ones  reported. 
An  ad.  Little  Gull  was  present  at  Reelfoot  L., 
Lake,  TN  7 Dec-5  Jan  QRW,  m.ob.).  A Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Pickwick  L.,  Hardin, 
TN  9 Dec  (JRW);  there  were  only  two  reports 
of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  Kentucky:  a 
second-cycle  bird  at  Barkley  Dam  17  Dec  (BL) 
and  a second-cycle  bird  and  an  ad.  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Kentucky  Dam  18  Feb  (BPa,  EHu).  Single 
Forsters  Terns  were  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  David- 
son, TN  10  Dec  (FE  NTOS)  and  in  Gibson,  TN 
17  Jan  (MG),  and  4 were  at  Robco  L.,  Shelby, 
TN  (jWa,  MTOS).  Small  numbers  wintered  at 
traditional  locales  on  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway/ 
Marshall  through  the  season  (HC,  ME  et  al). 

NIGHTHAWKS THROUGH  FINCHES 

Five  Common  Nighthawks  were  feeding 
around  lights  in  Knoxville,  TN  13  Dec  (CWe), 
and  one  was  still  present  29  Dec  (MCm).  A 
Barn  Owl  was  in  Fayette,  TN  20  Jan  (SMc), 
and  a pair  was  present  through  the  season  sw. 
of  Bloomfield,  Nelson,  KY  (THe).  A Northern 
Saw-whet  Owl  in  Pulaski,  KY  12  Feb  (RD)  was 
the  only  one  reported.  Seven  Short-eared  Owls 
were  reported  from  two  locations  in  Lake,  TN 
during  the  Reelfoot  Lake  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide 
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MG),  and  3 were  at  Fort  Campbell,  Montgom- 
ery, TN  31  Jan  (DMo).  In  Kentucky,  one  to 
9 were  reported  at  six  locales  as  follows:  sw. 
of  Horntown,  e.  Grayson  (SK,  JK,  et  al);  e.  of 
Ledford,  Fulton  (MT);  on  the  Road  Creek  Mine, 
Pike  (ph.  SF)  that  was  a county  first;  ca.  2 km 
s.  of  Schochoh,  Logan  (STy);  at  Sinclair  WM.A., 
Muhlenberg  (up  to  9 on  25  Feb)  (P&SF  et  al); 
and  at  the  Wendell  Ford  Training  Site,  Muhlen- 
berg QSo).  Long-eared  Owls  are  rarely  detected 
m Tennessee,  so  reports  of  3 singles  were  note- 
worthy: in  Lauderdale  30  Dec  QRW),  in  Obion 
23  Jan  (MG),  and  in  Dyer  [found  tangled  in 
barbed  wire  and  dead]  12  Feb  (ph.  JRW).  In 
Kentucky  there  were  three  reports:  one  during 
early  Dec  at  Big  Clifty,  w.  Hardin  (ph.  Bid);  one 
found  road-killed  w.  of  Paradise,  Muhlenberg  1 
Jan  (T&CB);  and  a roost  of  up  to  6 birds  at 
Sinclair  WM.A.,  Muhlenberg  6 Feb+  (MH,  ph. 
EW,  et  al.). 

All  6 Rufous  Hummingbirds  banded  in  Ken- 
tucky during  the  fall  season  continued  into 
winter:  an  ad,  female  lingered  w.  of  Ashland, 
Boyd  through  1 1 Dec  (S&SSw);  an  imm.  female 
near  Dot,  Logan  lingered  through  31  Dec  (FL); 
an  imm.  female  lingered  near  Science  Hill,  Pu- 
laski through  14  Jan  (SHO;  an  imm.  female  and 
an  ad.  female  in  the  same  yard  s.  of  Haywood, 
Barren  continued  into  Mar  (R&LY  et  al);  and 
an  imm.  female  lingered  at  Franklin,  Simpson 
into  Mar  (STr).  One  at  Brentwood,  Williamson, 
TN  lingered  through  the  season.  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  were  present  in  relatively  good 
numbers  in  parts  of  w.  Kentucky  this  winter 
(m.ob.).  A Say’s  Phoebe  at  Oneal  L.,  Hatchie 
N.WR.,  Haywood,  TN  29  Jan-17  Feb  (MM, 
SMc,  m.ob.)  furnished  the  7th  record  for  Ten- 
nessee. Two  White-eyed  Vireos  were  reported: 
one  at  Surrey  Hills  Farm,  ne.  Jefferson,  KY  18 
Dec  (ph.  BPa,  PB,  CBe)  and  a first-winter  bird, 
furnishing  only  the  5 th  winter  record  for  Ten- 
nessee, along  Walnut  Log  Rd.,  Reel- 
foot  L.,  Obion  10  Jan  (MG).  A Fish 
Crow  in  Madison,  TN  during  the 
Jackson  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (MG)  was 
unusual  away  from  the  Mississippi 
River;  one  at  Clarks  River  N.WR., 

Marshall  23  Feb  (HC)  was  the  earli- 
est returning  bird  to  be  reported  in 
Kentucky. 

A Northern  Rough- winged  Swal- 
low in  Madison,  TN  31  Dec  (ph.  MG) 
furnished  only  the  4th  winter  record 
for  Tennessee  but  the  2nd  for  the 
Jackson  C.B.C.  Two  tardy  Barn  Swal- 
lows were  reported:  one  al  Reelfoot 
L.,  Lake,  TN  during  the  Reelfoot 
Lake  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (MT,  BFo)  fur- 
nished Tennessee’s  6th  winter  record, 
and  one  at  Petros  Pond,  Warren,  KY 
18  Dec  (DB,  ph.  DR)  that  provided 


a 4th  winter  record  for  Kentucky.  A Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  at  a feeder  in  Warren,  TN 
25  Feb  (MM)  was  a county  first;  the  species 
may  be  continuing  to  expand  in  the  Region. 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  essentially  ab- 
sent from  Tennessee,  except  for  on  Roan  Mt., 
Carter,  where  they  were  present  in  good  num- 
bers; in  Kentucky,  they  were  generally  present 
in  well-below-average  numbers  during  the 
season,  with  one  to  2 reported  on  only  five 
C.B.C.s.  Single  House  Wrens  were  found  on 
Christmas  counts  in  Russell/ Adair,  KY  13  Dec 
[count  week]  (RD),  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake,  TN  17 
Dec  (MG,  JRW,  GK),  at  London,  Laurel,  KY  28 
Dec  (RD),  and  at  Shady  Valley-Mountain  City, 
Johnson,  TN  31  Dec  (RK).  An  unusually  high 
number  of  Marsh  Wrens  was  reported  in  Ten- 
nessee this  winter:  2 were  at  Alcoa,  Blount,  TN 
through  the  season  (THo);  up  2 were  at  Wal- 
Mart  Distribution  Center,  Greene,  TN  24  Dec 
and  1 Jan  (DMi);  one  was  at  Shelby  Bottoms, 
Nashville,  TN  1 Jan  QDr);  and  one  was  in 
Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  15  Feb-i-  (RK,  m.ob.); 
the  species  was  missed  in  Kentucky  this  winter. 
Two  Sedge  Wrens  at  the  Bridgestone/Firestone 
Centennial  Wilderness,  Wliite,  TN  (EL)  and 
one  along  Pondsville-Kepler  Rd.,  ne.  Warren, 
KY  19  Jan  (AH)  were  the  only  ones  reported. 

A Gray  Catbird  found  at  Old  Hickory  L., 
Davidson  during  the  Hickory-Priest  C.B.C. 
1 Jan  (CAS  et  al.)  was  the  only  one  reported 
in  Tennessee.  In  Kentucky,  Gray  Catbirds  are 
quite  rare  during  winter,  so  reports  of  at  least  5 
during  the  C.B.C.  season  was  remarkable;  one 
at  Bowling  Green,  Warren  continued  to  be  seen 
through  23  Feb  (BFe).  Cedar  Waxwings  were 
generally  present  in  below-average  numbers 
in  Kentucky  through  the  early  winter  season, 
with  one  to  157  reported  on  19  C.B.C.s;  larg- 
er flocks  began  showing  up  during  mid-Feb 
(m.ob.).  Rare  away  from  their  regular  haunts 


in  the  w.  part  of  the  Region,  2 Lapland  Long- 
spurs  were  in  Hamilton,  TN  7 Jan  (DJ,  JH),  and 
one  was  in  Greene,  TN  1 Jan  (DMi);  the  species 
was  particularly  scarce  in  Kentucky  this  winter. 

A Snow  Bunting  was  found  on  the  balds  at  the 
summit  of  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN  3 Dec  (DK). 

Six  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  re- 
ported: at  Ft.  Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN  4 
Dec  (DMo);  at  Champey  Pocket,  Reelfoot  L., 
Lake,  TN  during  the  Reelfoot  L.  C.B.C.  17  Dec 
(MG,  GK);  feeding  on  safflower  at  a feeder  in 
Nashville,  TN  23  & 28  Dec  (ph.  CAS);  coming 
to  feeders  in  a yard  at  Union,  Boone,  KY  from 
early  Jan  into  late  Feb  (ph.  TS);  s.  of  Bowling 
Green,  Warren,  KY  6 Feb  (DB);  and  in  Blount, 

TN  26  Feb  (THo).  A Common  Yellowthroat 
near  Mark,  Pulaski,  KY  31  Dec  (tSMa,  RBr) 
was  unusual  for  winter.  An  American  Red- 
start at  Hiwassee  Refuge,  Meigs,  TN  10  Dec 
(ph.  TJ)  furnished  only  the  3rd  winter  record 
for  the  state,  while  a female  or  imm.  American 
Redstart  just  s.  of  Red  Hill,  Allen,  KY  4-8  Jan 
(tWG,  HG,  tJBy,  TBr,  JMa,  JBk)  represented  a 
2nd  winter  record  for  Kentucky.  Palm  Warblers 
were  reported  from  nine  Tennessee  locations  in 
Anderson,  Washington,  and  Greene  1 Jan-25  Feb 
but  were  unreported  elsewhere  in  the  state.  In 
Kentucky,  Palm  Warblers  were  not  particularly 
numerous  again  with  winter,  with  2-3  reported 
on  only  four  C.B.C.s;  however,  unprecedented 
for  winter  in  the  state  were  at  least  16  at  Ja- 
cobson Park,  Lexington,  Fayette  31  Dec  (ph., 
tJPu). 

American  Tree  Sparrows  are  very  rare  in  e. 
Tennessee,  so  2 at  Phipps  Bend,  Hawkins  23 
Dec  (RL)  were  noteworthy;  7 were  reported 
17  Dec  on  the  Reelfoot  Lake  C.B.C.,  Lake,  TN, 
where  the  species  occurs  nearly  annually,  and 
one  was  still  present  in  Black  Bayou  W.M.A., 
Lake,  TN  1 Jan  (TW,  CSm).  The  species  was 
not  particularly  numerous  in  Kentucky  this 
year,  probably  the  result  of  the  mild 
weather;  one  to  32  were  reported  on 
ten  C.B.C.s.  A Grasshopper  Sparrow, 
rare  in  winter,  was  in  Fayette,  TN 
8 Dec  (SMc).  The  only  reported  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  included  one  at  En- 
sley  10  Dec  QRW);  one  at  Black  Bayou 
WM.A.,  Lake,  TN  during  the  Reelfoot 
Lake  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (CAS,  MW,  JNo);  2 
in  se.  Muhlenberg,  KY  1 Jan  (BPa);  and 
at  least  2 along  Clear  Cr.,  Hopkins,  KY 
17  Feb  (ph.  BPa,  EHu).  Vesper  Spar- 
rows are  quite  unusual  in  Kentucky  > 
during  winter,  so  two  reports  were 
noteworthy:  2 wsw.  of  Rossington,  Mc- 
Cracken 30  Dec  (tKMc)  and  ca.  10  in 
a field  s.  of  Cadiz,  Trigg  15  Jan,  with  at 
least  3 there  the  following  day  (tBL). 

An  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  present 
just  e.  of  Blue  Spring,  Trigg,  KY  19  Dec 


Although  Harris's  Sparrows  are  nearly  annual  in  the  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  region,  few 
are  able  to  be  visited  as  easily  as  this  adult  that  frequented  a feeding  station  at  a rural 
country  store  in  Trigg  County,  Kentucky  1 9 December  201 1 (here)  through  23  February 
2012.  Photograph  by  Curt  Hart. 
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(ph.  CH  et  al.)  through  23  Feb  (MSc).  Far  few- 
er Fox  Sparrows  were  present  in  Kentucky  this 
winter  than  during  winter  2010-2011,  with 
only  one  to  18  reported  on  20  C.B.C.s.  Single 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows,  always  a good  find  during 
winter,  were  noted  on  five  occasions:  at  Ensley 
10  Dec  0RW);  below  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon,  KY 
17  Dec  (tBL,  PL);  at  Old  Hickory  L.,  David- 
son, IN  1 Jan  (CR);  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes 
N.R.A.,  Lyon,  KY  18  Jan  (tBL);  and  at  John  C. 
Williams  WM.A.,  Nelson,  KY  21  Jan  (tBFr). 

There  were  four  reports  of  Indigo  Bun- 
ting, another  winter  rarity:  one  along  Bur- 
bank Rd.,  w.  Henderson,  KY  17  Dec  (ph.  CC); 
one  at  Radnor  Lake  S.N.A.,  Nashville,  TN  21 
Dec  (SHo,  ES);  one  s.  of  Mt.  Zion,  Allen,  KY 
24  Dec  (tMBy);  and  one  at  a feeding  station 
in  Hawkins,  TN  28  Dec-6  Jan  (SHb).  Painted 
Buntings  are  rare  in  the  Region  away  from  their 
local  breeding  areas  in  Shelby,  TN;  a male  was 
at  a feeder  in  Ooltewah,  Hamilton,  TN  23  Jan- 
24  Feb  (GB,  ph.  TJ,  m.ob.);  the  host  reported 
that  a male  Painted  Bunting  also  visited  his 
feeder  last  winter  (fide  MD). 

Six  Western  Meadowlarks  were  at  Ensley  10 
Dec  QRW),  and  16  were  reported  by  two  dif- 
ferent parties  during  the  Reelfoot  Lake  C.B.C., 
Lake,  TN  17  Dec  (fide  MG);  single  birds  near 
Lake  No.  9,  Fulton  10  Dec  (BPa,  JDu)  and  near 
Needmore,  Ballard  2 Jan  (BPa,  EHu)  were  the 
only  ones  reported  in  Kentucky.  An  imm.  male 
and  a female  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  were 
at  Ensley  15  Dec  QRW).  Kentucky  reports  of 
Rusty  Blackbird  of  interest  included  ca.  250 
along  J.  C.  Wilson  Rd.,  Hart  11  Dec  (SK,  JK, 
BB,  CF),  with  ca.  500  there  18  Feb  (JSo);  sever- 
al flocks  totaling  530  birds  in  Hart  17  Dec  (SK, 
JK);  “several  hundred”  at  the  Land  Between  the 
Lakes  N.R.A.  Nature  Station  9 Jan  (AY  et  al.); 
and  620  including  a flock  of  ca.  500  in  w.  Har- 
din 5 Feb  (MA,  GH).  Brewer’s  Blackbirds,  rare 
away  from  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region,  were 
reported  from  two  e.  Tennessee  locations:  4 in 
Washington  26  Dec  (TM,  RBi)  and  7 at  a regular 
location  near  the  Cookie  Jar  Cafe  in  Sequatchie 
6 Jan  (TW).  There  were  four  Kentucky  reports 
of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds:  20  along  Royal-Oak 
Grove  Rd.,  e.  Grayson  18  Dec  (SK  et  al);  17  on 
the  C.B.C.  at  Hodgenville,  Larue  23  Dec  (fide 
BWo);  at  least  4 vAth  other  blackbirds  along 
Clear  Creek,  Hopkins  31  Dec  (BPa);  and  2 e.  of 
Oscar,  Ballard  2 Jan  (BPa,  EHu). 

Purple  Finches  were  largely  absent  from 
Tennessee,  with  only  a few  reports,  mostly  of 
single  birds;  in  Kentucky,  they  were  generally 
present  in  below-average  numbers,  vAth  one  to 
24  reported  on  13  C.B.C.s.  Red  Crossbills  are 
very  rare  outside  of  the  mts.  of  e.  Tennessee,  so 
3 at  Coro  L.,  Shelby,  TN  4 Dec  (with  one  female 
still  present  23  Dec;  JRW)  were  noteworthy. 
At  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN,  where  present  year 


round,  9 were  seen  18  Dec  (RK)  and  13  on  29 
Jan  (RBi,  TM);  one  was  also  at  S.  Holston  L., 
Sullivan,  TN  20  Jan  (MSa).  Three  Common 
Redpolls  were  reported:  one,  confirmed  as  the 
nominate  subspecies,  at  Nashville  8-20  Feb 
(TW,  m.ob.);  a female  at  Independence,  Ken- 
ton, KY  12  Feb  (ph.  RCr);  and  one  at  Pleasant- 
ville,  Hickman,  TN  13-22  Feb  (AdB,  m.ob.).  In 
Tennessee,  Pine  Siskins  were  unreported  away 
from  Roan  Mt.,  Carter,  TN,  where  the  peak 
count  was  170  on  18  Dec  (RK);  in  Kentucky, 
the  species  was  particularly  scarce  during  the 
season,  with  only  a few  notable  reports:  a flock 
of  up  to  40  at  Land  Between  the  Lakes  N.R.A., 
Trigg  through  the  period  (BL);  up  to  8 near 
Deatsville,  Nelson  early  Dec-19  Jan  (ph.  DMa); 
and  up  to  8 near  Riders  Mill,  Hart  during  the 
season  (ph.  BA). 

Addendum:  Two  Trumpeter  Swans  were  pres- 
ent at  City  L.,  Putnam,  TN  14-22  Dec  2010 
(BS,  SJS,  ph.  ES  et  al.). 
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This  adult  male  Common  Redpoll  of  the  nominate  subspecies 
was  present  at  a feeder  in  southern  Nashville,  Tennessee 
8-20  (here  8)  February  2012.  Another  was  photographed 
at  a feeder  in  Perry  County,  Tennessee  1 3-22  February. 
Photograph  by  Ed  Schneider. 

Joe  McGuiness  (JMc),  Kelly  McKay  (KMc), 
Lee  McNeely  Tom  McNeil,  Mac  McWhirter, 
Susan  McWhirter  (SMc),  Memphis  Chapter  of 
Tennessee  Ornithological  Society  Don  Miller 
(DMi),  Daniel  Moss  (DMo),  Dollyann  Myers 
(DMy),  Jerry  Nagel  (JNa),  Nashville  Chapter 
of  Tennessee  Ornithological  Society  (NTOS), 
John  Noel  QNo).  Joan  Norek  (]Nr),  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (BPa),  Don  Pelly  (DPe),  Gary 
Pogue,  Brookie  Potter  (BPo),  Jean  Potter  QPo), 
Dave  Pritchard  (DPr),  Rocky  Pritchert,  Bill  Pul- 
liam (BPu),  Joe  Pulliam  (JPu),  Scott  Record 
(SRe),  Virginia  Reynolds,  Mike  Riggs,  Ger- 
ald Robe,  David  Roemer,  Steve  Rogers  (SRo), 
Cyndi  Routledge,  Mike  Sanders  (MSa),  Mary 
Schmidt  (MSc),  Ed  Schneider,  Chris  A.  Sloan 
(CAS),  Chad  Smith  (CSm),  Jeff  Smith  QSnt), 
Jeff  Sole  QSo),  Scott  Somershoe  (SS),  Barbara 
Stedman,  Stephen  J.  Stedman  (SJS),  Tommy 
Stephens,  David  Stewart  (DSt),  Marie  Sutton 
(MSu),  Dale  & Jeannie  Swant  (D&JS),  Steve 
& Sharon  Sweeney  (S&SSw),  Wayne  Tam- 
minga,  Jeff  Taylor,  Mike  Todd  (w.  Tennessee), 
Shannon  Trimboli  (STr),  Steve  Tyson  (STy), 
Kelly  Vowels,  Chloe  Walker  (CWa),  Jay  Walko 
QWa),  Keith  Watson,  Chris  Welsh  (CWe),  Me- 
linda Welton,  Jimmy  & Cynthia  Wilkerson, 
Eric  Williams,  Jeff  R.  Wilson  QRW),  Terry  Witt, 
Barbara  Woerner  (BWo),  Brian  Wulker  (BWu), 
Ben  Yandell,  Mary  Yandell,  Aviva  Yasgur,  Ruth 
& Lew  Young,  Thomas  Young.  O 


Chris  Sloan,  2036  Priest  Road,  Nashville, 

Tennessee  37215,  {csl0anl973(agmail.com) 

Brainard  Palmer-BalUT=,  Kentucky  State 
Nature  Preserves  Commission,  801  Schenkel  Lane, 
Frankfort,  Kentucky  40601,  (brainard(®mindspring.com) 


VOLUME  66  (2012)  • NUMBER  2 


293 


Alabama  & Mississippi 


Florence  Wheeler 


C.  Dwight  Cooley 


Winters  in  the  South  are  known  for 
their  mildness  and  abundant  rain- 
fall, and  this  year  was  no  exception. 
Across  Regional  reporting  stations,  tempera- 
tures averaged  2.5°  F above  normal  in  Decem- 
ber, 6.3°  above  normal  in  January,  and  4.1° 
above  normal  m February.  Precipitation  was  a 
bit  more  of  a mixed  bag,  with  December  2.5 
cm  above  average  in  the  northern  and  mid-lat- 
itudes and  8 cm  below  average  in  coastal  areas; 
January  7.4  cm  above  average  in  the  northern 
latitudes  and  5.6  cm  below  average  in  the  mid- 
latitudes and  coastal  areas;  and  February  3.3 
cm  below  average  in  northern  latitudes  and 
7 cm  above  average  in  the  mid-latitudes  and 
coastal  areas.  Based  strictly  on  weather  data, 
one  would  predict  that  hardy  species  would 
linger  and  facultative  migrants  from  the  north 
would  be  absent — which  is  how  it  turned  out. 
As  usual,  many  of  the  high  tallies  countenanced 
in  this  report  are  gleaned  from  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  summaries. 

Abbreviations:  E.N.WR.  (EufaulaN.WR.,  AL), 
N.N.WR.  (Noxubee  N.WR.,  MS).  S.C.WM.A. 
(Swan  Creek  WM.A.,  AL),  WN.WR.  (Wheeler 
N.WR.,  AL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  under-re- 
ported, an  artifact  of  their  increasing  regularity, 
though  not  abundance,  in  the  Region.  Up  to 
235  were  at  WN.WR.,  Limestone/Morgan,  AL 
through  7 Feb  (CDC,  KDH,  DSM,  m.ob);  104, 
a nw.  Alabama  maximum,  were  near  Florence, 
Lauderdale,  9 Dec  (D]S);  and  11  were  in  Mont- 
gomery, AL  13  Feb  (LFG).  Ross’s  Geese  were 
well  reported,  with  records  of  small  numbers 
from  ten  locations.  Cackling  Geese  were  light- 
ly reported,  with  2 near  Florence,  AL  17  Jan 
(DJS)  and  one  at  WN.WR.,  Limestone,  AL  24- 


28  Jan  (SRM,  HEH,  BCG).  Redhead  numbers 
in  the  Region  have  dwindled  dramatically,  so 
the  300  at  Point  aux  Pins,  Mobile,  AL  1 Feb 
QAT,  ECS)  made  a good  number.  The  only  sco- 
ters reported  were  imm.  female  Surfs  at  Oktib- 
beha County  L.,  Oktibbeha,  MS  (ZL,  TLS,  MHS) 
and  Eupora  S.T.P..  Webster,  MS  (ZL),  both  10 
Jan.  Rare  inland,  a female  Long-tailed  Duck 
was  at  the  Cypress  Creek  WT.E,  Lauderdale, 
AL  3 Dec-7  Eeb  (DJS,  BC).  Common  Mergan- 
sers were  annual  winter  visitors  to  the  Region 
until  the  late  1970s  but  have  become  increas- 
ingly rare.  Consequently,  7 on  Limestone  Bay, 
WN.WR,  Limestone,  AL  17  Dec-7  Feb  (BC, 
m.ob.,  ph.)  and  an  ad.  male  on  the  Dog  R.,  Mo- 
bile, AL  20  Feb  QP)  were  notable. 

Traditional  loon  wintering  sites  continue 
to  produce.  A Red-throated  Loon  was  on  Bay 
Springs  L.,  Tishomingo,  MS  DATE  (WRP), 
and  a Pacihc  Loon  was  at  Gulf  S.P.,  Baldwin, 
AL  25  Feb  (HELD.  Pied-billed  Grebe  winter 
populations  along  the  Tennessee  R.  remain 
robust.  The  1645  in  Colbert/Lauderdale,  AL 
17  Dec  (fide  DJS)  established  a new  nw.  Ala- 
bama winter  maximum.  Often  an  identihca- 
tion  challenge  and  frequently  controversial, 
an  Aechmorphorus  grebe  at  Wright,  Lauderdale, 
AL  14  Jan  (p.a.,  SAW,  KF,  m.ob.)  would  be  an 
Alabama  hrst,  if  a Clark’s  Grebe.  Once  rare  in- 
land during  winter,  American  White  Pelican 
numbers  continue  to  amaze.  Peak  numbers 
were:  200  on  Elk  R.  near  Anderson,  Limestone, 
AL  20  Eeb  (RS);  up  to  400  at  WN.WR.,  Lime- 
stone/Morgan, AL  through  17  Dec  (CDC,  TA, 
LL,  m.ob.);  and  1000  on  Grenada  L.,  Grenada, 
MS  9 Dec  (TLS,  ZL).  An  imm.  Brown  Pelican 
was  on  Grenada  L.,  MS  8 Dec  (ZL,  TLS,  GK, 
JH).  The  only  Anhingas  reported  were  up  to 
3 at  Loakfoma  L.,  N.N.WR.,  Noxubee,  MS 
throughout  the  reporting  period  (TLS,  m.ob.). 
Not  frequently  recorded  inland  during  winter, 
2 American  Bitterns  at  E.N.WR.,  Barbour,  AL 
7-8  Jan  (KFr,  JAT)  were  noteworthy.  Up  to  250 
Great  Egrets,  the  largest  number  recorded  dur- 
ing winter  in  the  area,  were  near  Brooksville, 
Noxubee,  MS  15  Dec+  (TLS,  m.ob.),  and  the 
183  at  WN.WR.,  Limestone/Madison/Morgan, 
AL  (fide  CDC)  made  a good  winter  number  for 
the  location.  The  hve-year  trend  of  White  Ibis 
wintering  inland  in  Alabama  continued:  up  to 
34  were  at  E.N.WR.  4 Dec  QAT,  GEH,  LW);  up 
to  56  were  near  Hacoda,  Geneva  18  Eeb  (OHJ); 
and  up  to  4 imms.  were  at  WN.WR.,  Lime- 
stone through  the  period  (LL,  CDC,  m.ob.), 
the  first  in  winter  there.  Always  of  note  in  the 
Region,  a White-faced  Ibis  was  at  Coldwater 
River  N.WR.,  Quitman,  MS  25  Feb  (GK,  SK). 
An  imm.  Wood  Stork  near  Brooksville,  MS  28 
Dec-1  Jan  (TLS,  MHS,  DP,  JR  LT)  was  a first 
area  winter  record  and  the  only  recent  Regional 
winter  record. 


Ospreys  appear  to  be  lingering  n.  of  typical 
areas  more  frequently.  In  Mississippi,  one  was 
near  Starkville,  Oktibbeha  13  Dec  (ZL),  estab- 
lishing a 10th  area  winter  record.  In  Alabama, 
singles  were  at  WN.WR.,  Limestone  17  Dec 
(KW,  RW,  DPy  JE),  Birmingham,  JeJjferson/Shel- 
by  23  Dec  (TK),  and  Guntersville,  Marshall  26 
Dec  (fide  LBR).  Rough-legged  Hawk,  though 
still  quite  rare  in  the  Region,  has  been  reported 
in  six  of  the  past  10  years.  This  winter,  a strik- 
ing ad.  dark  morph  was  at  S.C.WM.A.,  Lime- 
stone, AL  17  Dec  (AH,  JMH).  Determining  the 
status  of  Golden  Eagle  in  the  Region  has  always 
been  a challenge.  An  innovative  joint  project 
in  Alabama,  using  game  cameras  at  carcass 
feeding  stations,  documented  an  imm.  in  the 
Talladega  N.E,  Cleburne  19  Dec-F  and  up  to 
3 on  Skyline  WM.A.,  Jackson  27  Jan-13  Eeb 
(fide  ECS,  ph.).  In  addition,  single  ads.  were 
at  N.N.WR.,  Noxubee,  MS  17  Dec  (DC,  LC, 
GC),  Yazoo  N.WR.,  Washington,  MS  28  Jan 
(PJB,  m.ob.),  and  Wates  Cemetery,  Lauderdale, 
AL  6 Eeb  (DJS).  A subad.  was  near  McLeod, 
Noxubee,  MS  1 1 Eeb  (TLS,  MHS),  and  an  imm. 
was  at  N.N.WR.  6 Dec  (TLS,  CH).  Continu- 
ing an  apparent  long-term  trend.  Merlins  were 
widely  reported.  In  Alabama,  3 were  in  Colbert/ 
Lauderdale  17  Dec  (fide  DJS),  and  singles  were 
in  Morgan  17  Dec  (fide  CDC),  near  Elorence  29 
Dec,  and  at  Leighton,  Colbert  29  Jan  (DJS).  In 
Mississippi,  one  was  near  Browning  Cr.,  Ok- 
tibbeha (TLS,  ZL,  m.ob.),  and  another  was  at 
N.N.WR.  28  Jan-15  Feb  (ZL,  CW,  m.ob.).  The 
only  Peregrine  Falcon  reported  was  in  Gun- 
tersville, AL  26  Dec  (AH,  SRM). 


RAILS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Unusual  inland,  Virginia  Rails  were  reported 
from  S.C.WM.A.,  where  2 were  found  28  Jan 


Ross's  Geese  regularly  winter  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  in 
small  numbers.  This  adult  was  one  of  six  at  Limestone  Bay, 
Wheeler  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Limestone  County, 
Alabama  1 7 December  2011.  Photograph  by  Bala  Chennupati. 
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^ A The  7 Whooping  Cranes  wintering  at  W.N.W.R.  were  joined  by  the  9 juvs.  from  the  201 1 
.JfVoperation  Migration  ultralight-led  cohort,  transported  from  near  Russellville,  Colbert, 
AL  8 Feb  (BP,  m.ob.).  They  had  been  stranded  at  the  Russellville  stopover  site  for  weeks  by 
the  Christmas  holidays  and  a Federal  Aviation  Administration  order  grounding  the  ultralight 
pilots.  Once  the  order  was  lifted,  the  Juvs.  were  reluctant  to  follow  the  ultralights  on  their 
continued  migration  along  the  planned  route  to  their  wintering  sites  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R. 
and  Chassowtizka  N.W.R.  in  Florida.  The  Whooping  Crane  Eastern  Partnership  decided  the 
best  option  was  to  transport  them  to  W.N.W.R.,  providing  a safe  release  location  where  they 
could  be  monitored  by  Operation  Migration  personnel  and  the  opportunity  for  their  inter- 
action with  the  7 Whooping  Cranes  and  several  thousand  Sandhill  Cranes  wintering  there. 
They  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  refuge  visitor  center  and  wildlife  observation  building 
through  the  end  of  the  reporting  period,  allowing  their  observation  by  thousands  of  visitors. 


(BCG,  HEH,  PHR),  and  from  Brooksville,  MS 
17  Dec  (ZL,  AM,  TLS).  The  well-documented 
increase  in  wintering  Sandhill  Cranes  contin- 
ued, with  nine  records  from  different  locations. 
Peak  numbers  were  11,862  atWN.W.R.  24  Jan 
(CDC,  DSM,  KDH,  m.ob.)  and  300  near  Pleas- 
ant Grove,  Quitman,  MS  31  Dec  (RB,  WRP). 

The  25  Snowy  Plovers  on  Dauphin  1.,  Mo- 
bile, AL  17  Dec+  (BN,  CN)  made  a state  winter 
maximum;  one  was  at  Gulfport,  Harrison,  MS 
7 Jan  (TLS,  MHS).  Rare  in  winter,  an  American 
Golden-Plover  was  near  Lakeshore,  Hancock, 
MS  7 Jan  (GK,  SK,  NB).  A Spotted  Sandpiper 
at  Oktibbeha  County  L.,  MS  1 Dec-18  Feb 
(TLS,  MHS)  marked  the  6th  consecutive  year 
the  species  has  wintered  at  the  location.  Purple 
Sandpiper  is  exceedingly  rare  in  the  Region, 
and  its  occurrence  in  both  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi in  the  same  winter  is  unprecedented.  One 
was  in  Hancock,  MS  20  Dec  ONW,  MW),  and 
another  was  on  Dauphin  L,  AL  15  Jan-i-  (HEH, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  the  2nd  state  record.  Up  to  15  Stilt 
Sandpipers  at  Blakeley  L,  Mobile,  AL  4 Dec-1 
Jan  (HEH,  BCG,  PHR),  where  they  are  rare  in 
winter,  were  noteworthy.  Up  to  1 1 Long-billed 
Dowitchers  at  Oktibbeha  County  L.,  MS  21-29 
Dec  and  a maximum  of  25  near  Brooksville, 
MS  28  Dec-20  Feb  (TLS,  MHS,  m.ob.)  made 
first  area  winter  records;  5 at  E.N.WR.,  AL  15 
Dec  (GEH,  LW)  were  more  expected. 

Unusual  gulls  are  often  the  mainstay  of  win- 
ter birding  in  the  Region  but  were  scarce  this 
season.  A first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
was  at  Wilson  Dam,  Colbert/Lauderdale,  AL  29 
Jan  (DJS);  a second-cycle  Lesser  was  on  Enid  L., 
Yalobusha,  MS  1 Jan  (GK,  SK);  and  an  ad.  was 
at  Wheeler  Dam/Town  Creek  Marsh,  Colbert/ 
Lauderdale/Lawrence,  AL  3-15  Feb  (SRM,  DJS). 
First-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  from 
Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  9 Dec  (BS,  ph.)  and 
Dauphin  l./Cedar  Pt.  18-19  Jan  (RSD,  m.ob., 
ph,),  both  in  Alabama,  Up  to  3 Great  Black- 
backed  Gulls  (first-cycle,  third-cycle,  ad.)  were 
on  Dauphin  L,  AL  18  Jan+  (RSD,  m.ob.,  ph,). 

Short-eared  Owls  were  scarce  in  many  tradi- 
tional areas.  The  only  report  was  of  3 in  Tunica, 


MS  14  Jan  (GK,  SK).  A Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  was  banded  at  Clay,  Jefferson,  AL  9 Dec 
(RRS,  MBS,  b.,  ph.),  where  rare  but  regular.  A 
rare  Common  Nighthawk  was  reported  at  Oak 
Mountain  S.R,  Shelby,  AL  15  Jan  (SA,  GJH); 
winter  nighthawks  should  be  scrutinized  care- 
fully. The  number  of  hummingbirds  wintering 
in  the  Region  continues  to  grow,  with  seven 
species  and  34  individuals  re- 
ported this  year,  most  banded 
and  photographed.  High- 
lights include:  2 Buff-bellied 
at  Lillian,  Baldwin,  AL  29 
Dec-6  Jan  (FB,  JD,  b.,  ph.); 
an  imm.  male  Ruby-throated 
at  Hoover,  Jefferson,  AL  7 Jan 
(RRS,  MBS,  BY,  b.);  an  imm. 
female  Anna’s,  Alabama’s  6th, 
t Hoover  2 Jan  (RRS,  MBS, 

BY,  b.,  ph.);  10  Calliope  (9  in 
Alabama,  one  in  Mississippi); 

4 Broad-tailed  in  Alabama;  14 
Rufous  in  coastal  Alabama  4 
Jan  (FB,  m.ob.);  and  2 Allen’s 
in  coastal  Alabama. 

PASSERINES 

Male  and  female  Vennilion 
Flycatchers  were  near  Foley 
Baldwin,  AL  16-26  Feb  (MJJ, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Fish  Crows  con- 
tinue their  movement  above 
the  fall  line  in  Alabama.  Two 
were  in  Lauderdale  17  Dec-15 
Jan  (TMH,  JTG,  DJS,  SRM), 
and  up  to  6 were  at  W N.W.R. 
all  season  (CDC).  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers,  tradition- 
ally quite  rare  inland,  popped 
up  almost  everywhere  in  Ala- 
bama. Singles  were  near  Wa- 
terloo 17  Dec  (TMH,  JTG),  at 
Birmingham  23  Dec  (SHH), 
and  at  Opelika,  Lee  3 Jan 
(LW).  Two  were  at  WN.W.R., 
Limestone/Morgan  1 7 Dec  (fide 


CDC),  and  4 were  at  Guntersville  26  Dec  (fide 
LBR).  A Northern  Waterthrush  m Limestone, 
AL  17  Dec  (RRS,  MBS)  furnished  a first  Ten- 
nessee Valley  winter  record.  A Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  was  at  WN.W.R.,  Limestone,  AL  6-15 
Jan  (MM,  m.ob.),  where  rare  but  regular.  Wil- 
son’s Warblers  occasionally  winter  inland  in 
Alabama.  This  year,  males  were  at  Roebuck, 
Jefferson  9 Jan  (RSD,  m.ob.)  and  Greenville, 
Butler  18  Feb+  (ANM).  Mississippi’s  2nd  Paint- 
ed Redstart,  an  ad.  male,  awed  hundreds  of 
observers  near  Ocean  Springs,  Jackson  5 Jan+ 
(NM,JPe,  WRJWr,  m.ob.). 

A Spotted  Towhee,  accidental  in  Mississippi, 
was  at  Oxford,  Lafayette  IT  Feb-i-  (RB,  m.ob.). 
Bachman’s  Sparrow  is  rarely  detected  inland  in 
winter,  so  a maximum  of  3 at  the  Wehle  Na- 
ture Center  near  Midway,  Bullock,  AL  26-27  Feb 
(JAT)  was  unusual.  American  Tree  Sparrows  are 
occasional  in  n.  Mississippi,  but  one  reported 
in  coastal  Mississippi  at  Diamondhead,  Han- 
cock 9 Feb  (SE)  was  unprecedented.  Single  Lark 
Sparrows  were  reported  from  opposite  ends  of 


Alabama's  second  Purple  Sandpiper  appeared  at  Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  County  on  1 5 
(here  16)  January  2012  and  remained  through  the  season.  Photograph  by  Bill  Summerour. 


This  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin  County  found  9 (here  12) 
December  201 1 was  one  of  two  along  the  Alabama  coast  through  1 9 January  2012. 
Photograph  by  Bill  Summerour. 
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Unusual  gulls  were  scarce  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi  in  winter  2011-2012.  This 
adult  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  along  with  single  first-  and  third-cycle  birds,  was 
at  Dauphin  Island,  Mobile  County,  Alabama  18  (here  19)  January  through  the 

end  of  February.  Photograph  by  Patsy  H.  Russo. 


the  Region  at  the  Tupelo  WT.R,  Lee,  MS  14  Jan 
(WRP)  and  Dauphin  I.,  AL  18  Jan  (RSD,  m.ob., 
ph.).  Lone  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  at 
S.C.WM.A.  1 Jan  (BC,  SRM,  ph.)  and  N.N.WR., 
Winston.  MS  7 Feb  (ZL),  the  latter  representing 
a 2nd  area  winter  record.  The  only  Henslows 
Sparrow  reported  was  near  West  Point,  Clay, 
MS  14  Dec  (ZL,  AM),  a 3rd  area  record.  Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrows  were  reported  in  good  numbers, 
with  25  near  West  Point,  MS  14  Dec  (ZL,  AM); 
17  at  Sardis  WM.A.,  Lafayette,  MS  17  Dec  (GK, 
JH,  JNW);  2 near  Tunica,  MS  31  Dec  (WRP);  2 
m Limestone/Morgan,  AL  17  Dec-15  Jan  (RRS, 
MBS,  BC,  ph.);  one  at  Key  Cave  N.WR.,  Lau- 
derdale, AL  5 Jan  (BC,  DJS,  SRM,  ph.);  and  one 
at  Black  Prairie  WM.A.,  Lowndes,  MS  29  Dec 
(DP,  JP).  Two  Saltmarsh  Sparrows  reported 
from  the  Hancock  County  Marshes  Coastal 


Preserve,  MS  20  Dec  QNW,  MW) 
are  undoubtedly  the  hrst  reported 
from  Mississippi.  Single  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  were  reported  from  Wehle 
Nature  Center  near  Midway,  AL  21 
Jan  (JAT),  John  Starr  Forest,  Winston, 
MS  28  Jan  (TLS,  MHS),and  the  Mis- 
sissippi State  University  North  Farm, 
Oktibbeha,  MS  21  Feb-i-  (TLS). 

An  imm.  male  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  at  Magnolia  Springs, 
AL  28  Jan  QMS,  ph.),  while  a male 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  near 
Malbis,  Baldwin,  AL  12  Dec-16  Jan 
(SS,  m.ob.,  ph.).  The  4th  Alabama 
winter  inland  coastal  plain  record  of 
Indigo  Bunting  was  a female-type  at 
E.N.WR.  28  Jan  (ECS,  m.ob.,  ph.). 
The  only  Painted  Bunting  report  was  of  a male 
and  a female  at  Ozark,  Dale,  AL  15  Dec-r  (LJ, 
ph.).  A Dickcissel  was  near  Foley,  AL  3 Dec 
(MJJ).  Concern  over  the  significant  decline  in 
Rusty  Blackbird  populations  continues.  The 
maximum  number  reported  in  Alabama  was 
573  in  Limestone/Madison/Morgan  17  Dec  (fide 
CDC).  The  27  reported  from  Point  Aux  Pins, 
AL  5 Jan  (HEH,  PHR)  provided  good  news  from 
this  coastal  area,  where  the  species  has  been 
scarce  in  recent  years.  A Bullock’s  Oriole  was  at 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  6-14  Jan  (MCW,  JW,  ph.). 
Mississippi’s  first  Altamira  Oriole  was  an  ad. 
on  Horn  I.,  Jackson  14-15  Jan  (KM,  MCH,  CB, 
BD,  ph.).  Baltimore  Orioles  were  reported  from 
Ozark,  AL  18  Jan  (LJ)  and  Wehle  Nature  Cen- 
ter, Midway,  AL,  where  a male  was  seen  19  Dec 
OAT). 


Arkansas  & Louisiana 


Steven  W.  Cardiff 
Dick  Baxter 


There  were  so  many  great  birds  and 
such  a constant  barrage  of  informa- 
tion that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  up  this 
season!  Weather  was  generally  mild,  punctu- 
ated by  a few  bouts  of  temps  into  the  twenties 
Fahrenheit.  The  Louisiana  Winter  Bird  Atlas 
Project  continued  into  its  sixth  year  10  January 
through  20  February.  Additional  details  and 
photographs  of  many  of  the  Louisiana  rarities 
published  in  this  summary  can  be  found  in 
the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee  2012 
Annual  Online  Newsletter  at  <http://losbird. 
org/lbrc/LBRCNewsletter20 1 2 .pdf>. 

With  this  report,  Dick  Baxter  joins  the  North 
American  Birds  family  as  Regional  Editor;  Dick 
will  handle  compilation  of  Arkansas  reports. 
He  is  currently  the  Curator  of  the  Arkansas 
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C.  Dwight  Cooley,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 

Wheeler  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Complex, 

2700  Refuge  Headquarters  Road,  Decatur,  Alabama  35603, 
(sabrewing@earthlink.net) 


Audubon  Society’s  bird  record  database  and 
a longtime  Arkansas  birder.  Welcome  aboard, 
Dick! 

Abbreviations:  C.N.E  (Camp  Nine  Farm, 
Desha,  AR);  W.L.WC.A.  (White  Lake  Wetland 
Conservation  Area,  Vemilion,  LA).  Counties/ 
parishes  are  indicated  only  for  the  initial  men- 
tion of  a specific  locality,  and  states  are  indicat- 
ed only  for  the  initial  mention  of  counties/par- 
ishes, except  to  avoid  confusion.  For  records 
of  review  list  species,  documentation  has  been 
received  and  records  have  either  been  accepted 
by,  or  acceptance  is  pending  by,  the  respective 
state  bird  records  committee.  Significance  for 
Arkansas  records  is  based  on  Arkansas  Birds, 
Their  Distribution  and  Abundance  Qames  and 
Neal  1986)  and  the  Arkansas  Audubon  Society 
online  bird  record  database  (for  records  since 
1986).  Significance  for  Louisiana  records  is 
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(Hershel  Rainey,  Bo  Verser, 
Debra  Burris)  and  3 at  L. 
Columbia,  Columbia  in  ex- 
treme s.  Arkansas  17  Dec 
(SL  et  al). 


based  on  the  bird  record  card  file  database  and 
the  Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee  archives 
at  the  Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of 
Natural  Science,  as  well  as  the  most  recent  draft 
of  the  forthcoming  Birds  of  Louisiana  (Remsen, 
Cardiff,  Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL 

Two  records  of  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck, 
including  11  in  Monroe  in  e.-cen.  Arkansas 
19  Dec  (LA,  RAS,  TS)  and  19  in  Sevier  in  sw. 
Arkansas  25  Feb  (DA),  doubled  the  num- 
ber of  winter  occurrences  for  the  state.  A re- 
cord 9500  Black-bellieds  were  estimated  at 
New  Orleans,  Orleans,  LA  23  Jan,  along  with 
2 unusually  far  e.  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks 
(RDP),  one  of  which  remained  through  7 Feb 
(DPM).  Richardson’s  Cackling  Geese  (nominate 
hutchinsii)  are  increasingly  regular  in  associa- 
tion with  flocks  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
in  e.  Arkansas,  but  counts  of  100  Cacklings 
near  Hunter,  Woodruff  14  Jan  (DB,  AL)  and 
400  at  C.N.F  22  Jan  (DB)  were  relatively 
high.  American  Black  Ducks  were  reported  at 
three  locations  in  e.  Arkansas  this  season:  one 
with  Mottled  Ducks  and  Mallards  near  Kelso, 
Desha  22  Jan  (ph.  DB),  2 at  Big  Lake  N.WR., 
Mississippi  4 Jan  (RH),  and  one  near  Brinkley, 
Monroe  19  Dec  (LA,  RAS,  TS).  Rare  statewide 
in  Arkansas  in  winter.  Blue-winged  Teal  were 
reported  from  two  locales  in  the  nw.  cor- 
ner of  the  state:  3 at  Clarksville,  Johnson  15 
Jan  (LA)  and  2 at  L.  Fayetteville,  Fayetteville, 
Washington  29  Feb  QP)',  the  latter  report  could 
have  pertained  to  early  spring  migrants.  A 
male  Cinnamon  Teal  was  present  at  Cameron 
Prairie  N.WR.,  Cameron,  LA  18  Dec  (ph.  PEC), 
with  possibly  the  same  bird  still  there  5 Feb 
(ph.  EIJ,  DJR),  and  another  was  found  near 
Ponchatoula,  Tangipahoa,  LA  15  Jan  (ph.  CGB). 
Also  noteworthy  was  a Cinnamon  Teal  x Blue- 
winged Teal  hybrid  at  Forked  L,  Vermilion,  LA 
14  Jan  (ph.  PEC).  The  only  reports  of  scoters 
were  of  single  White -wingeds  at  Beaverfork 
L.,  Faulkner  AR  17  Dec  (ML,  MP)  and  at  L. 
Dardanelle,  Johnson,  AR  18  Eeb  (LA),  1-2  Surfs 
at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron,  LA  29  Jan  and  1 1 
Feb  (PEC,  BMM,  DP)  and  a Black  there  1 1 Feb 
(PEC,  BMM),  and  2 more  Surfs  at  Rutherford 
Beach,  Cameron  5 Jan  (SWC,  DLD).  Long-tailed 
Ducks  made  a good  showing  in  Arkansas,  with 
1-2  at  Beaver  L,  Benton  7-13  Dec  QCN.  JP  ) 
and  singles  at  Arkadelphia,  Clark  17  Dec  (EG), 
L,  Dardanelle,  Logan  30  Dec,  and  L.  Dardanelle, 
Johnson  3-18  Feb  (both  K&LN).  Arkansas’s  4th 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  an  ad.  male  and  perhaps 
the  same  individual  returning  from  the  previ- 
ous winter,  was  seen  on  L.  Dardanelle,  Pope/ 
Yell  3 Dec-18  Feb  (K&LN  et  al.).  Observations 
of  the  Regionally  rare  Common  Merganser 
included  one  on  the  Arkansas  R.,  Pope  3 Jan 


One  of  two  found  in  southwestern  Louisiana  in  February, 
this  well-fed  (note  bulging  crop)  light-morph  immature 
Ferruginous  Hawk  was  documented  as  it  soared  over 
Lacassine  National  Wildlife  Refuge's  Pool  Unit,  Cameron 
Parish  6 February  2012.  Photograph  by  Donna  L.  Dittmann. 


Representing  a long  overdue  first  state  occurrence  for  Louisiana, 
this  Prairie  Falcon  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  recently  dedicated 
White  Lake  Wetland  Conservation  Area  in  Vermilion  Parish  was  the 
main  highlight  of  the  inaugural  White  Lake  Christmas  Bird  Count 
on  28  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Donna  L Dittmann. 


GREBES THROUGH 
CRANE 

A Red-necked  Grebe  at 
L.  Dardanelle,  Logan/Yell/ 

Johnson  30  Dec-15  Jan, 
found  by  visiting  bird- 
ers Anthony,  Amy,  and 
Aidan  Jones,  was  the  first 
for  this  well-covered  site 
and  only  the  12th  for  the  state  (K&LN,  LA  et 
al.).  The  28  Eared  Grebes  at  the  Boyd  WT.P. 
near  Pine  Bluff,  Jefferson  28  Dec  (RHD,  LY, 
EK)  ranked  among  the  highest  counts  ever 
for  Arkansas;  one  at  Welsh,  Jefferson  Davis  20 
Feb  (SWC,  DLD)  made  the  only  Louisiana 
report.  An  amazing  4 Western  Grebes  at 
Beaver  L.  7 Dec  (JCN,  JP)  established  a new 
Arkansas  high-count;  another  was  identified 
at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  15-16  Jan  (LA,  D&SS), 
and  still  another  was  at  Cross  L.,  Shreveport, 
Caddo,  LA  19  Dec  (RS).  Arkansas’s  2nd  win- 
ter record  of  Neotropic  Cormorant,  and  the 
first  found  during  Jan,  was  furnished  by  one 
seen  in  flight  among  Double-cresteds  at  the  L. 
Dardanelle  Dam,  Yell  28  Jan  (K&LN);  one  in 
St.  Charles  4 Feb  (ph.  CGB)  was  well  e.  of  nor- 
mal for  Louisiana.  Rare  in  winter  as  far  n.  as 
Arkansas,  an  Anhinga  at  L.  Chicot,  Chicot  26 
Feb  (LA)  made  for  the  2nd  consecutive  winter 
there.  A Magnificent  Frigalebird  off  Elmer’s  1. 
near  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  15  Jan  (DJR)  added 
to  the  very  few  previous  winter  occurrences 
for  Louisiana.  Also  unusually  far  n.  were  an 
American  Bittern  observed  during  the  C.B.C. 


American  Black  Ducks  are  generally  thought  to  be  declining  in  the  Deep  South  and  are  typi- 
cally difficult  to  document.  This  apparent  American  Black  Duck  (on  right)  next  to  a Mottled 
Duck  (presumably  of  the  locally  resident  southeastern  Arkansas  population)  was  noteworthy 
near  Kelso,  Desha  County,  Arkansas  22  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Richard  H.  Baxter 


This  obliging  immature  White-tailed  Hawk  near  Bell  City,  Calcasieu 
Parish  22  February  2012  furnished  Louisiana  with  its  tenth  well- 
documented  occurrence.  Photograph  by  Paul  E.  Conover. 
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When  it  comes  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  off  Louisiana,  accumulated  data  are  pretty  clear  that  Parasitic  Jaegers  are  at  least  an  order  of  magnitude  rarer  in  comparison  to  Pomarines  and  certainly 
not  "expected"  on  most  pelagic  trips.  However,  poor  offshore  coverage  and  the  difficulty  of  documenting  jaegers  may  skew  the  perceived  pattern  to  a degree,  and  thanks  to  Dave  Patton's 
recent  regular  forays  into  the  inshore  waters  off  Cameron,  Cameron  Parish,  we  are  learning  that  Parasitic  Jaegers  are  probably  more  regular  than  previously  documented  (although  still 
definitely  in  the  minority).  The  most  recent  Parasitics  captured  by  Patton's  lens  included  these  two  birds  near  Cameron,  on  the  left  a subadult  (mottled  underwings  not  visible  from 
this  angle)  on  5 January  2012,  and  on  the  right  an  adult  on  7 February  2012.  Photographs  by  Dave  Patton. 


Much  to  their  chagrin,  birders  did  not  learn  about  this  "one- 
day  wonder"  Snowy  Owl  at  Hot  Springs,  Garland  County,  Ar- 
kansas 8 January  2012  until  a story  and  photographs  appeared 
in  a local  newspaper.  There  are  only  a handful  of  previous 
state  occurrences.  Photograph  by  Jim  and  Shirley  Drake. 


This  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  at  Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  Parish  2 
December  201 1 was  the  second  latest  well-documented 
occurrence  for  Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Steven  W.  Cardiff. 


at  Felsenthal  N.WR.,  Union,  AR  5 Jan  (LA), 
15  Black-crowned  Night-Herons  at  C.N.E  16 
Jan  (DB),  and  3 White  Ibis  at  Bois  D’Arc  L., 
Hempstead,  AR  30  Dec  (EC,  KC). 

A rare  bird  in  se.  Louisiana,  a White-tailed 
Kite  was  noted  in  Plaquemines  8 Jan  (DPM). 
Separate  observations  of  Swainsons  Hawks  in 
Plaquemines  4 Dec  (DPM,  PAW)  and  29  Dec 
(ph.  DPM,  RS)  were  the  only  reports.  An  imm. 
White-tailed  Hawk  discovered  near  Bell  City, 
Calcasieu  22  Feb  (ph.  PEC  et  al.)  was  about  the 
10th  well-documented  Louisiana  occurrence. 
Imm.  light-morph  Ferruginous  Hawks  were 
encountered  at  the  Lacassine  N.WR.  Pool  Unit 
6 Feb  (ph.  DLD,  SWC)  and  near  Lacassine, 
Jefferson  Davis  19-26  Feb  (ph.  PEC).  The 
Rough-legged  Hawk  at  Wapanocca  N.WR., 
Ciittendcn,  AR  10  Dec  remained  in  the  area  for 
over  a month  and  was  the  only  documented 
report  for  the  season  (ph.  RH,  Bill  Peterson). 
Golden  Eagles  are  always  a nice  find  anywhere 
in  the  Region,  and  this  winter  there  were  three 
reports:  2 (ad.,  imm.)  w.  of  Colt,  Cross,  AR  24 
Dec  (DB,  AL),  an  ad.  at  Holla  Bend  N.WR., 
Pope  3 Jan  (LA),  and  another  ad.  in  Calcasieu, 
LA  just  n.  of  the  Lacassine  N.WR.  Pool  Unit  6 
Feb  (ph.  DLD,  SWC).  An  ad.  Prairie  Falcon  at 
Lollie  Bottoms,  Faulkner  14  Dec  (DB,  Allie  & 
Steven  Fowler)  was  in  the  same  area  as  the  first 
for  the  county  back  in  2002;  the  species  is  very 
rare  in  Arkansas,  but  most  other  records  are 
also  from  the  Arkansas  River  Valley.  A Prairie 
Falcon  on  the  e.  side  of  W.L.W.C.A.  28  Dec 
(SWC,  ph.  DLD)  provided  Louisiana  with  its 
first  well-documented  occurrence.  Peregrine 
Falcons  are  relatively  rare  in  Arkansas  during 
winter,  so  an  ad.  near  Kelso  31  Dec  (DB)  and 
another  nw.  of  Centerton,  Benton  20  Jan  (Monte 
Harris)  were  of  interest.  A Whooping  Crane 
soaring  with  Sandhills  near  Welsh,  Jefferson 


Davis  5 Feb  (ph.  DLD,  SWC)  was  presumably 
a wayward  individual  originating  from  the  on- 
going W.L.W.C.A.  reintroduction  effort. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  JAEGERS  | 

Arkansas’s  first  winter  record  of  American  j 
Golden-Plover  involved  an  individual  well 
studied  at  Treadway’s  Fish  Farm,  Prairie  15  Dec  : 
(K&LN).  The  9 American  Avocets  at  C.N.E  ! 
25  Feb  (DB)  made  for  just  the  5th  Arkansas  j 
winter  occurrence.  Spotted  Sandpipers  at  Pine  ; 
Bluff  28  Dec  (RHD,  LY,  EK)  and  at  L.  Chicot  26  ' 

Feb  (LA)  were  likely  attributable  to  the  mild 
winter.  One  of  the  more  jolting  finds  of  the  pe- 
riod was  an  Upland  Sandpiper  at  Bossier  City,  j 
Bossier  8 Dec  (ph.  RSe),  the  first  documented  ; 
Louisiana  occurrence  past  Oct.  Unusual  away 
from  the  immediate  coast  were  9 Long-billed 
Curlews  at  Sweet  Lake,  Cameron  18  Dec 
Qosh  Sylvest,  MW)  and  one  on  the  e.  side  of 
W.L.W.C.A.  28  Dec  (ph.  DLD,  SWC).  Also 
unusual  inland  were  2 Marbled  Godwits  near 
Thornwell,  Jcjferson  Davis  5 Feb  (DLD,  SWC). 

A Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Cameron, 
Cameron,  LA  17  Dec  (ph.  SWC,  DLD,  Jennifer  ( 
Alexander,  Kevin  Colley)  made  the  first  well- 
documented  Louisiana  winter  period  occur- 
rence and  latest  ever  for  the  state  by  about 
six  weeks.  Pectoral  Sandpipers  are  one  of  our  ; 
earliest  spring  migrant  shorebirds,  sometimes 
appearing  by  late  Feb,  but  one  near  Sweet  Lake 
22  Jan  (ph.  PEC)  was  probably  best  treated  as  : 

a bona  fide  wintering  bird.  An  estimated  250  ! 

Dunlins  near  Hunter  14  Jan  (ph.  DB,  AL)  was  , 
an  excellent  count  for  Arkansas  at  any  season, 
much  less  winter.  Although  Stilt  Sandpipers 
are  now  considered  regular  in  winter  in  sw. 
Louisiana,  they  are  still  seldom  reported  from  j 
the  se.,  where  5 were  confirmed  in  Orleans  26 
Dec  (vt.  PAW)  and  up  to  1 1 were  noted  near  St. 


298 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


Gabriel,  e.  Iberville  31  Dec-10  Jan  OVR).  Rare 
winter  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  included  an  amaz- 
ing 3 at  Cameron  Prairie  N WR.  18  Dec  (BMM, 
ph.  PEC,  BL),  another  nearby  e.  of  Sweet  Lake 
the  same  day  (ph.  DLD,  SWC),  and  2 at  an- 
other nearby  location  21  Jan  (ph.  PEC).  The 
L.  Dardanelle  Dam,  Pope/Yell  once  again  hosted 
an  ad.  Laughing  Gull  17  Dec-15  Jan  (K&LN, 
LA).  A very  late  flock  of  13  Franklin’s  Gulls  was 
spotted  near  St.  Gabriel  10  Dec  QVR).  Three 
Thayer’s  Gulls  at  L.  Dardanelle,  Yell  21  Jan+ 
included  a first-cycle  bird,  a second-cycle  bird, 
and  Arkansas’s  first  ad.  (ph.  K&LN,  m.ob.). 
Adding  to  the  menagerie  of  rare  gulls  at  L. 
Dardanelle,  Pope/Yell  were  a surprising  4 Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls,  including  3 ads.,  through 
the  period  (K&LN  et  al),  along  with  an  even 
more  amazing  4 first-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls  10 
Dec-t  (K&LN,  ph.  CM,  ph.  DS  et  al).  An  imm. 
Glaucous  on  Raccoon  L,  Terrebonne  17  Feb 
(ph.  Dan  O’Malley)  was  the  only  Louisiana  re- 
port. Forster’s  Terns  are  occasionally  reported 
in  Arkansas  during  mild  winters,  and  such 
was  the  case  this  season,  with  10  at  C.N.F 
30  Dec  (DB)  and  3 at  L.  Chicot  26  Feb  (LA). 
Continuing  coverage  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  just 
off  the  Cameron  area  by  Dave  Patton  turned 
up  a subad.  light-morph  Parasitic  Jaeger  off 
Rutherford  Beach  5 Jan  (ph.  DP,  BMM)  and  an 
ad.  light  morph  off  Cameron  5 Feb  (ph.  DP). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

The  Snowy  Owl  invasion  seen  by  much  of  the 
cen.  United  States  reached  Arkansas,  but  both 
the  bird  documented  near  L.  Dardanelle,  Pope 
26  Dec  (vt.,  ph.  Randall  Williams)  and  the  in- 
dividual at  Hot  Springs,  Garland  8 Jan  (ph.  Jim 
& Shirley  Drake)  were  one-day  wonders.  In 
fact,  the  birding  community  learned  of  the  L. 
Dardanelle  bird  via  a Facebook  post  and  the  Hot 
Springs  owl  after  a photograph  ran  in  the  local 
paper!  A Burrowing  Owl  was  near  Johnsons 
Bayou,  Cameron,  LA  7 Dec+  (ph.  JBo,  ph.  WW, 
HM,  ph.  TF,  ph.  MMe,  JVH,  m.ob.);  another 
was  found  near  the  w.  end  of  Grand  Isle  21-29 
Dec  (ph.  CGB).  Most  interesting  among  several 
Short-eared  Owl  reports  were  the  4 on  the  im- 
mediate se.  Louisiana  coast  at  Port  Fourchon, 
Lafourche,  LA  21  Dec  (ph.  SWC).  Two  wintering 
Eastern  Whip-poor-wills  near  St.  Gabriel,  first 
reported  during  Nov,  continued  through  the 
period  (SWC,  ph.  DLD).  A Chuck-will’s-widow 
was  found  e.  of  Sweet  Lake  18  Dec  (ph.  PAW, 
DPM);  the  species  is  a rare  but  regular  winter 
visitor  along  the  immediate  coast  but  is  more 
unusual  “inland.”  After  several  consecutive 
poor  showings  the  past  few  winter  seasons,  re- 
ports of  wintering  hummingbirds  in  the  Region 
surged  to,  conservatively,  800+  and  possibly 
closer  to  1000+.  The  vast  majority  of  records 
came  from  s.  Louisiana,  including  astound- 


C  II  Perhaps  not  surprisingly,  after  a remarkable  6 were  found  in  Louisiana  during  fall 
Jl“t2011,  the  Say's  Phoebe  onslaught  continued  into  the  winter  period,  with  at  least 
another  dozen  or  so  reported!  Several  found  during  the  fall  also  remained  into  the  win- 
ter, including  one  found  w.  of  Thornwell  28  Oct  that  stayed  through  the  period  (BF,  ph. 
WW,  SWC,  DLD)  and  another  found  at  Cameron  Prairie  N.W.R.  19  Nov  that  stayed  until 
29  Jan  (ph.  TF,  JVH).  Most  were  concentrated  in  sw.  Louisiana,  and  in  at  least  two  cases, 
multiple  individuals  were  present  at  single  locations,  including  3 e.  of  Sweet  Lake  1 8 Dec 
and  2 on  the  e.  side  of  W.L.W.C.A.  28  Dec  (all  ph.  DLD,  SWC).  One  at  the  South  Farm  Unit  of 
Sherburne  W.M.A.  near  Ramah,  Iberville  10  Dec  (Marybeth  Lima,  Lynn  Hathaway)  was  the 
easternmost,  and  one  near  Monroe,  Ouachita  8 Jan  (ph.  WM)  was  the  only  one  detected 
in  n.  Louisiana.  One  at  Overflow  N.W.R.,  Ashley  23-29  Jan  (Bobby  Schat,  KC,  WM  et  al.)  was 
the  sole  report  from  Arkansas.  The  vast  majority  of  these  individuals  were  undoubtedly 
overwintering  but  instead  had  to  be  classified  as  "one-day  wonders"  simply  because  there 
was  no  follow-up  after  initial  discovery. 


ing  totals  of  73  Ruby-throateds,  129  Black- 
chinneds,  50+  Calliopes,  15  Broad-taileds,  and 
500  or  so  Rufous/Allen’s  of  which  300+  were 
confirmed  Rufous  and  1 1+  as  Allen’s  (fide  EIJ). 
In  terms  of  rarity,  the  obvious  highlight  was  the 
3 Anna’s  Hummingbirds  in  Louisiana:  an  imm. 
male  at  Oak  Grove,  West  Carroll  4 Nov-21  Dec 
(Roselie  Overby,  ph.  SLP),  an  imm.  female 
near  St.  Gabriel  15  Dec-3  Feb  (ph.  SWC,  ph. 
DLD,  ph.  JVR,  m.ob.),  and  another  imm.  fe- 
male at  Baton  Rouge,  East  Baton  Rouge  21-28 
Jan  (ph.  Kim  Welsh,  JWH).  Noteworthy  among 
the  hummingbirds  attempting  to  winter  far- 
ther n.  in  Arkansas  was  an  ad.  female  Rufous 
Hummingbird  trapped  by  banders  at  Little 
Rock,  Pulaski  5 Jan  that  had  been  banded  near- 
by two  years  prior  (Tana  Beasley).  A Northern 
Flicker  of  the  Red-shafted  type  seen  near 
Siloam  Springs  Benton  26  Jan  QCN)  was  just  the 
6th  for  Arkansas  since  1985.  An  Eastern  Wood- 
Pewee  at  Grand  Isle  2 Dec  (ph.  SWC,  ph.  DLD) 
made  for  the  2nd  latest  well-documented 
Louisiana  occurrence.  A nice  selection  of  Least 
Flycatchers  included  2 s.  of 
Thornwell  in  Cameron  16 
Dec  (ph.  DPM,  ph.  BMM) 
and  singles  at  Grand  Isle 

21  Dec  (DPM,  DJR),  m e. 

Orleans  26  Dec+  (vt.  PAW 
et  al),  at  New  Orleans  31 
Dec-21  Jan  (ph.  DPM), 
at  Diamond,  Plaquemines 

22  Jan  (DPM),  and  w.  of 
Thornwell  29  Jan  (SWC, 
ph.  DLD). 

Vermilion  Flycatchers 
are  reported  less  than  an- 
nually in  Arkansas,  so  the 
male  found  9 Dec  at  the 
Stuttgart  Airport,  Prairie 
9 Dec  (DS,  Bill  Shepherd) 
was  a very  good  find.  Only 
2 Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  reported  this  winter: 


one  in  e.  Orleans  through  26  Dec  (ph.  GO, 
JG,  Tommy  Harold,  vt.  PAW)  was  likely  the 
same  bird  first  discovered  20  Nov,  and  one 
was  near  Sweet  Lake  21  Jan  (ph.  PEC).  Two 
or  3 Brown-crested  Flycatchers  were  noted 


The  first  to  be  documented  in  Louisiana  in  several  years,  this 
wintering  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  resided  near  Sweet 
Lake,  Cameron  Parish  1 8 December  201 1 (here)  through  28 
January  2012.  Photograph  by  Donna  L.  Dittmann. 


Providing  Arkansas  with  its  first  winter  occurrence,  this  Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  nicely 
documented  at  Wapanocca  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Crittenden  County  6 January  2012. 
Photograph  by  Ron  Howard. 
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Some  examples  of  the  mind-boggling  two-dozen-plus  Green- 
tailed Towhees  found  in  Louisiana  during  winter  2012-2012  in- 
cluded two  (!)  individuals  together  east  of  Sweet  Lake,  Cameron 
Parish  18  December  2011  (lower  image)  and  this  handsome 
individual  near  Lacassine,  Jefferson  Davis  Parish  19-28  (here  28) 
February  2012,  which  inhabited  a fencerow  with  a Lark  Bunting. 
Photographs  by  Phillip  A.  Wallace  (video,  lower)  and  Tom  Finnie. 

in  the  Ft.  Jackson  area,  lower  Placjuemines  29 
Dec  (Christie  Riehl,  vt.  PAW),  and  another 
was  located  farther  upriver  at  Diamond  21-28 
Jan  (ph.  PAW,  ph.  MMe).  The  Great  Kiskadee 
originally  found  w.  of  Thornwell  in  early  Nov 
was  seen  again  16  Dec  (BF,  ph.  WW);  another 
was  at  Hackberry,  Cameron  17-23  Dec  (in  the 
same  area  where  2-3  were  present  the  previ- 
ous winter;  ph.  JWH,  ph.  MMe  et  al),  and  the 
resident  pair  at  the  WL.WC.A.  headquarters 
was  observed  28  Dec  (ph.  Daniel  F Lane,  JVR). 
Two  Tropical  Kingbirds  near  Braithwaite, 
Plaquemines  8 Jan-r  (vt.  PAW,  m.ob.)  were  pre- 
sumably some  of  the  same  individuals  present 
there  the  previous  winter.  In  stark  contrast  to 
recent  winters,  only  one  Western  Kingbird  was 
reported,  at  Grand  Isle  21  Dec  (CGB). 

VIREOS THROUGH  SPARROWS 

A singing  Blue-headed  Vireo  at  L.  Dardanelle, 
Yell  10  Dec  (K&LN,  CM)  was  unusual  so  far 
inland.  A Warbling  Vireo  in  St.  John  the  Baptist 
26  Dec  (ph.  Hans  Holbrook)  was  about  the 
5th  winter  occurrence  for  Louisiana.  Although 
regular  in  the  pinelands  n.  of  Lake  Charles, 
Calcasieu,  LA,  2 Brown-headed  Nuthatches 
about  8 km  s.  of  there  (and  s.  of  I- 10)  were 
unexpected  (ph.  PEC).  There  were  just  two 
Bewicks  Wren  reports  from  Arkansas,  includ- 


ing 2 on  the  Bayou  DeView  C.B.C., 
Monroe  19  Dec  (D&SS,  JA)  and  one 
^ during  the  Lonoke  C.B.C.,  Lonoke  2 
Jan  (K&LN);  rare  s.  Louisiana  sight- 
ings were  made  in  Evangeline  2 Jan 
(MW)  and  at  Duson,  Lafayette  1 Feb 
(ph.  PEC).  The  C.B.C.  at  Felsenthal 
N.WR.,  Union  produced  a rare  in 
winter  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  5 
Jan  (LA,  TM).  Louisiana’s  only  reli- 
able site  for  Smith’s  Longspur,  the 
Shreveport  Regional  Airport,  Caddo, 
hosted  (up  to)  an  impressive  34 
individuals  this  winter,  with  multiple  surveys 
conducted  18  Dec-11  Feb  (ph.  TD,  ph.  Larry 
R.  Raymond  et  al.).  Reports  of  unusual  war- 
blers were  noticeably  down  this  season.  An 
Ovenbird  was  at  Baton  Rouge  2 Jan  (Robert 
& Karen  Pierson).  Single  Nashville  Warblers 
were  observed  at  Grand  Isle  21  Dec  (DPM, 
DJR)  and  near  Forked  1.  28  Dec  (ph.  PEC, 
Gary  Broussard).  A Palm  Warbler  attempting 
to  winter  well  inland  at  Felsenthal  Lock  and 
Dam  and  last  observed  5 Jan  (KC,  LA,  TM)  was 
the  season’s  only  report  from  Arkansas.  The 
first  wintering  individual  to  be  found  in  several 
years,  a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  was  near 
Sweet  Lake  18  Dec-28  Jan  (SWC,  ph.  DLD, 
MGH).  A nicely  documented  Yellow-breasted 
Chat  at  Wapanocca  N.WR.  6 Jan  (ph.  RH)  be- 
came Arkansas’s  first  winter  occurrence. 

Roughly  mirroring  the  Green-tailed  Towhee 
invasion.  Spotted  Towhees  were  also  widely  re- 
ported across  Louisiana,  with  at  least  16  found 
during  the  period;  perhaps  most  noteworthy 
was  one  at  New  Orleans  2-31  Dec  (ph.  GO, 
JG,  Roselyn  Fernandez,  DPM);  surprisingly,  the 


only  reports  from  Arkansas  were  of  singles  at 
three  different  locations  in  Washington  24  Dec- 
1 Feb  (MAM,  JCN).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  also 
made  an  exceptional  showing  this  winter,  with 
one  ne.  of  Sweet  Lake  18  Dec  QVR,  CGB),  one 
e.  of  Cameron  22  Jan,  at  least  5 at  scattered  lo- 
cations in  Jefferson  Davis  from  late  Jan  through 
Feb  (SWC,  ph.  DLD,  ph.  PEC),  and  one  at  New 
Orleans  26  Feb  (DPM,  DJR).  The  bird  of  the 
season  in  Arkansas  was  the  state’s  first  Brewer’s 
Sparrow,  an  excellently  documented  bird  pres- 
ent at  Woolsey  Wet  Prairie  near  Fayetteville 
1 Dec-21  Feb  (ph.  MAM,  ph.  CM,  m.ob.). 
Another  crowd-pleaser  was  the  Lark  Bunting 
near  Lacassine  19  Feb-r  (ph.  PEC,  m.ob), 
Louisiana’s  9th,  a parish  first,  and,  surprisingly, 
the  state’s  first  late  winter  occurrence.  In  a trend 
continuing  since  Hurricane  Rita  devastated  sw. 
Louisiana’s  coastal  marshes  in  fall  2005,  early 
winter  Nelson’s  Sparrows  were  once  again 
found  slightly  inland  in  sw.  Louisiana,  where 
5 were  observed  in  rice  fields  near  Thornwell 

16  Dec  (DLD).  An  imm.  Harris’s  Sparrow  seen 
during  the  Pine  Bluff  C.B.C  28  Dec  (K&LN) 
was  farther  e.  than  normal,  and  singles  near 
Thornwell  16  Dec  (BF  et  al.),  near  Cameron 

17  Dec  (ph.  DPM,  PAW),  near  Holmwood, 
Calcasieu  23  Dec  (PEC),  and  near  Lacassine  12 
Feb  (ph.  PEC)  were  well  s.  of  areas  where  more 
regularly  recorded.  Considered  rare  anywhere 
m the  Region,  an  Oregon  Junco  was  seen  at 
Knoxxille,  Johnson,  AR  10  Feb  (K&LN). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  was  but  one  report  of  Summer  Tanager, 
an  ad.  male  at  Covington,  St.  Tammany  30 
Dec-10  Jan  Qames  & Barbara  Dodds).  A fe- 


Q A Green-tailed  Towhees  invaded  Louisiana  in  relatively  gargantuan  numbers,  with  an- 
W other  two  dozen  or  so  found  during  the  winter  period  and  (combined  with  the  5 dis- 
covered during  fall  2011)  literally  quadrupling  the  number  of  previous  occurrences  in  the 
course  of  just  five  months  (Oct-Feb).  Several  of  the  fall  individuals  remained  into  the  winter: 
one  originally  found  w.  of  Thornwell  4 Nov  was  last  observed  28  Jan  (BF,  ph.  WW,  MGH  et  al.); 
one  found  at  Elbow  Slough  W.M.A.  near  Alexandria,  Rapides  7 Dec  remained  until  4 Jan  (JVH, 
Marty  Floyd);  and  one  found  se.  of  Crowley,  Acadia  30  Nov  was  last  seen  7 Dec  (ph.  EIJ,  TT), 
although  one  at  a nearby  location  14  Dec  (Patti  Holland  et  al.)  may  or  may  not  have  been 
a different  individual.  Somewhat  in  contrast  to  the  above-mentioned  Say's  Phoebe  influx. 
Green-tailed  Towhees  mounted  more  of  a statewide  occupation,  although  the  majority  of 
occurrences  were  still  clustered  in  the  sw.  part  of  the  state.  At  least  6 found  in  n.  and  cen. 
Louisiana  included  the  first  occurrences  for  the  n.,  e.g.,  4 different  birds  scattered  over  Caddo, 
Bossier,  and  Red  River  30  Oct-7  Feb  (TD)  and  one  in  Jackson  5-6  Feb  (ph.  SLP,  Joan  Bennett), 
and  firsts  for  se.  Louisiana  were  discovered  in  Tangipahoa  7-8  Feb  (Harvey  L.  Patten,  ph.  Janine 
Robin,  ph.  MMe,  ph.  Jane  Patterson)  and  near  Diamond  21-28  Jan  (vt.  PAW,  ph.  RDP,  ph.  MMe 
et  al.).  There  was  at  least  one  instance  of  multiple  individuals  together— 2 e.  of  Sweet  Lake  1 8 
Dec  (DPM,  vt.  PAW) — and  there  were  a number  of  other  situations  involving  different  birds 
found  within  one  to  several  km  of  each  other.  In  addition  to  Terry  Davis  in  nw.  Louisiana,  two 
other  observers  also  possessed  a special  knack  for  finding  Green-taileds,  with  Erik  I.  Johnson 
personally  discovering  at  least  7 during  the  period  and  Paul  E.  Conover  scoring  another  4. 
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male  Scarlet  Tanager  at  Grand  Isle  5 Dec  (ph. 
JBo)  was  exceptionally  late.  A decent  batch  of 
Western  Tanager  reports  included  females  at 
Mandeville,  St.  Tammany  6 Dec  (TT,  CT),  se.  of 
Holmwood  18  Dec  (ph.  WW,  HM,  ph.  Michael 
A.  Seymour),  and  Grand  Isle  21  Dec  (EIJ),  and 
an  ad.  male  near  Milton,  Lafayette  30  Dec  (ph. 
TG,  MB,  EIJ).  A female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
near  St.  Gabriel  2-5  Dec  QVR,  ph.  Amy  Shutt, 
SWC,  ph.  DLD)  may  have  been  a late  migrant, 
but  a male  at  New  Orleans  31  Dec  (DPM)  was 
presumably  wintering  in  the  area.  Imm.  male 
Black-headed  Grosbeaks  were  documented  at 
Mandeville  7 Dec-20  Feb  (ph.  CT,  ph.  MMe, 
jVH)  and  at  Harahan,  Jefferson  26  Jan  (ph. 
Lizette  Wroten,  DPM).  A Blue  Grosbeak,  sur- 
prisingly an  ad.  male,  at  Milton  30  Dec  (EIJ, 
MB,  TG)  was  the  only  one  reported.  Reports 
of  buntings  were  down  substantially  compared 
to  some  recent  winters:  just  3 Indigos  included 
one  at  Oak  Grove,  Cameron  23  Dec  (ph.  PEC) 
and  2 near  Duson  30  Dec  (ph.  PEC,  John 
Conover),  and  6 Painteds  included  one  at  New 
Orleans  24  Dec  (DPM),  4 in  lower  Plaquemines 
29  Dec  (DPM),  and  one  in  Cameron  5 Feb 
(PEC).  Dickcissels  were  spotted  in  St.  Charles 
1 Dec  (Ronald  J.  Stein,  MW),  in  Acadia  2 Dec 
(ph.  EIJ),  in  the  Thornwell  area  16  Dec  and  28 
Jan  (SWC,  ph.  DLD),  and  near  Sweet  Lake  18 
Dec  (2;  SWC,  DLD). 

Seldom  recorded  on  the  immediate  coast. 
Western  Meadowlarks  were  reported  near 
Cameron  17  Dec  (DPM,  PAW)  and  at  a site 
near  Creole,  Cameron  on  multiple  dates  dur- 
ing Jan-Feb  (m.ob).  A presumed  female  Scott’s 
Oriole  at  Baton  Rouge  5 Dec-27  Feb  (vt. 
Coney  and  Janie  Barre,  ph.  MMe,  ph.  DP,  JVH, 
ph.  Kimberly  Lanka,  m.ob.)  was  just  the  2nd 
for  the  Baton  Rouge  area  and  about  the  14th 
Louisiana  record.  Because  Red  Crossbill  had 
previously  been  recorded  in  Louisiana  only 
in  1888  and  1973,  stale  birders  scrambled 
to  see  a female  that  visited  a feeder  s.  of  St. 
Francisville,  West  Feliciana  10-13  Jan  (ph. 
Karen  Fay,  ph.  MMe,  ph.  DP,  ph.  BMM,  JVH).  A 
very  rare  Common  Redpoll  was  photographed 
in  Harrison,  Boone,  AR  on  21  Jan  (Sally  Joe 
Gibson). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  bold- 
faced): Leif  Anderson,  John  Andre,  David 
Arbour,  Richard  H.  Baxter  (Arkansas),  Justin 
Bosler  OBo),  Christopher  G.  Brantley,  Edie 
Calaway,  Steven  W.  Cardiff  (Louisiana), 
Kelly  Chitwood,  Paul  E.  Conover,  Terry  Davis, 
Donna  L.  Dittmann,  Robert  H.  Doster,  Tom 
Finnie,  Bill  Fontenot,  Joan  Garvey,  Evelyn 
Good,  Toddy  Guidry,  Jeff  W Harris,  Michael 
G.  Harvey,  Ron  Howard,  Jay  V.  Huner,  Erik  1. 
Johnson,  Eran  Kilpatrick,  Sterling  Lacy,  Adam 
Leslie,  Michael  Linz,  Heather  Mancuso,  Teresa 


This  wintering  (apparently  female)  Scott's  Oriole  was  only  the 
second  for  the  Baton  Rouge  area  and  a first  for  the  city  proper; 
it  was  presents  December  2011  through  27  (here  21)  February 
2012.  Photograph  by  Kimberly  Lanka. 

Mathews,  William  Matthews,  Mary  Mehaffey 
(MMe),  Charles  Mills,  Michael  A.  Mlodinow 
(MAM),  David  P Muth,  B.  Mac  Myers,  Joseph 
C.  Neal,  Kenny  and  LaDonna  Nichols,  Glenn 
Ousset,  Stephen  L.  Pagans,  Joanie  Patterson, 
Dave  Patton,  Bill  Peterson,  Mitchell  Pruitt, 
Robert  D.  Purrington,  J.  V Remsen,  David 
J.  Ringer,  Dan  and  Samantha  Schieman, 
Rosemary  Seidler  (RSe),  Ruth  Ann  Singleterry 


Because  the  species  had  previously  been  confirmed  in  Louisiana 
only  in  1 888  and  1 973,  this  female  Red  Crossbill  visiting  a feeder 
near  St.  Francisville,  West  Feliciana  Parish  10-13  (here  13) 
January  2012  was  a big  deal  for  the  state's  birding  community. 
Photograph  by  Dave  Patton. 

(RAS),  Terry  Singleterry,  Claire  Thomas,  Tom 
Trenchard,  Phillip  A.  Wallace,  Melvin  Weber, 
Walker  Wilson,  Lyndal  York.  © 


Steven  W.  Cardiff,  (Louisiana),  Museum  of  Natural  Science, 
119  Foster  Hail,  Louisiana  State  University,  Baton  Rouge, 
Loiusiana  70803-3216,  (scardif@gmail.com) 

Richard  H.  Baxter,  (Arkansas),  2 Natural  Resources  Drive, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72205,  (dickbaxterlOO@gmaiLcom) 
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Western  parts  of  the  Region  experi- 
enced a relatively  warm  winter  and 
above -normal  snowfall.  While  some 
winter  rarities  such  as  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
and  Savannah  Sparrow  were  able  to  tough  it 
out  during  the  brief  January  cold  snap,  others 
such  as  a winter  flock  of  American  Robins  and 
a Red-throated  Loon  did  not  fare  as  well. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

The  flock  of  Tioimpeter  Swans  that  now  win- 
ters regularly  at  Teslin  R.  at  Johnsons  Crossing, 
s.  Yukon  numbered  20  this  season  (ph.  AS). 
The  only  dabbler  reported  was  the  traditional 
winter  flock  of  50  Mallards  at  McIntyre  Cr. , in 
Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  26  Dec  (CE,  DM,  JM). 
Three  Buffleheads,  rare  in  winter  in  s.  Yukon, 
were  at  Tagish  2 Dec-28  Feb  (SVD).  Nine 
Common  Goldeneyes  were  at  Carcross,  s.  Yu- 
kon 17  Dec  (DK),  4 were  at  Johnsons  Crossing, 
s.  Yukon  29  Dec  (AS),  and  a flock  of  16  was  at 
Tagish,  s.  Yukon  5-28  Feb  (SVD).  A male  Bar- 
rows  Goldeneye,  rare  in  s.  Yukon  in  winter, 
along  with  3 Common  Goldeneyes,  was  on  the 
Yukon  R.  in  Whitehorse  25  Jan+  (ph.  BS).  The 
Chesterfield  Inlet,  NU  C.B.C.  produced  the 
Regions  only  reports  of  Common  Eider  and 
Long-tailed  Duck,  and  with  counts  of  8 and  4, 
respectively,  on  28  Dec  (BZ).  Seven  Common 
Mergansers  were  at  Johnsons  Crossing  10  Dec 
(AS),  while  15  were  at  Tagish  28  Feb  (SVD). 

Few  winter  reports  are  received  from  sw.  Yu- 
kon, so  3 Ruffed  Grouse  seen  at  Beaver  Creek  4 
Jan  (TG)  were  noteworthy.  Nine  Spruce  Grouse 
were  recorded  on  the  Hay  River,  NWT  C.B.C. 
18  Dec  (GV);  one  was  seen  at  Old  Crow,  n.  Yu- 
kon 22  Feb  (BK).  Willow  Ptarmigan  reports  in- 
cluded 16  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  27  Dec  (DT), 
252  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  27  Dec  (fide  RB),  10 
at  Old  Crow,  n.  Yukon  27  Dec  (BK,  LS),  12  at 
Haines  Junction,  s.  Yukon  28  Dec  (fide  JuB), 
6 at  Swift  River,  s.  Yukon  12  Feb  (BS),  15  at 


Teslin,  s.  Yukon  19  Feb  (BS),  and  2 
near  Watson  Lake,  se.  Yukon  4 Dec 
(SD).  Arviat,  NU  recorded  3 Willow 
Ptarmigan  and  3 Rock  Ptarmigan  on 
the  17  Dec  C.B.C.  (MB).  A flock  of 
5 Rock  Ptarmigan  was  at  Arctic  Bay, 
NU2Jan  (CK). 

Loons  are  exceptionally  rare  any- 
where in  the  Region  in  winter;  a 
Pacific  Loon  was  on  the  Yukon  R., 
near  Whitehorse-,  s.  Yukon  27  Dec 
(ph.  JH);  and  a Red-throated  Loon 
landed  on  a roof  in  Whitehorse  19 
Jan  (fide  ph.  ML).  A total  of  8 Bald 
Eagles  was  recorded  on  the  White- 
horse, s.  Yukon  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide 
JH).  An  ad.  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
casual  in  s.  Yukon  in  winter,  was  seen  near  Car- 
cross,  s.  Yukon  28  Dec  (ph.  JL,  TL),  while  an 
imm.  was  near  the  Takhini  Hotsprings  4 Jan 
(ph.  DC).  Two  Gyrfalcons  were  recorded  on 
the  Yellowknife,  NWT  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  RB). 

ALCIDS THROUGH  FINCHES 

A total  of  335  Black  Guillemots  was  recorded 
on  the  Chesterfield  Inlet,  NU  C.B.C.  28  Dec 
(BZ).  Three  Eurasian  Collared-Doves,  duly  not- 
ed on  the  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  C.B.C. 
28  Dec,  went  on  to  survive  a Yukon  winter 
(fide  JB).  An  imm.  Snowy  Owl,  first  seen  at 
Johnsons  Crossing,  s.  Yukon  17  Dec,  remained 
in  the  area  through  the  season,  existing  on  a 
steady  diet  of  Muskrats,  but  was  found  pre- 
dated 23  Mar  (ph.  AS;  ph.  MC).  Single  Great 
Gray  Owls  were  seen  near  Pelly  Crossing,  cen. 
Yukon  7 Feb  (MOD),  Watson  Lake,  se.  Yukon 
20  Feb  (ph.  SD),  and  at  Old  Crow,  n.  Yukon 
26  Feb  (LN).  Single  Boreal  Owls  were  noted 
in  s.  Yukon  yards  at  Haines  Junction  25  Dec 
(ph.  RA),  Whitehorse  18  Jan  (ph.  MG),  Tagish 
4 Feb  (SVD),  and  Pineridge  19  Feb  QH).  Black- 
backed  Woodpecker  can  be  somewhat  scarce 
in  the  Region;  2 were  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  27 
Dec  (DT),  and  2 were  at  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon 
25  Feb  (MM).  A Pileated  Woodpecker,  rare  in 
winter,  was  reported  during  C.B.C.  count  week 
at  Hay  River,  NWT  (GV). 

Single  Northern  Shrikes  in  s.  Yukon  were 
noted  at  Whitehorse  20  Dec  (ph.  CN),  7 Jan 
(CE),  and  7 Feb  (ph.  LC),  at  Tagish  14  Jan 
(SVD),  and  at  Teslin  19  Feb  (BS).  Reports  of 
Steller’s  Jays,  holdovers  from  s.  Yukon’s  fall 
mini-invasion,  included  2 at  Carcross  on  the 
17  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  DK),  with  at  least  one  re- 
maining there  into  early  Feb  (AW),  and  3 dif- 
ferent birds  at  Whitehorse-area  feeders:  one  at 
Pineridge  23  Dec  (ES),  one  at  Hidden  Valley  26 
Dec  (fide  JH),  and  one  at  Northland  through 
mid-Feb  (ph.  DS).  The  Whitehorse  landfill  ac- 
counted for  95  of  191  Black-billed  Magpies 
recorded  on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  JH).  The 


Region’s  C.B.C.  high  count  of  2221  Common 
Ravens  recorded  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  27  Dec 
(fide  RB)  narrowly  edged  out  Whitehorse,  s. 
Yukon,  which  tallied  2064  on  26  Dec  (fide 
JH).  Nunavut’s  seasonal  high  count  of  Com- 
mon Ravens  was  142  at  Arctic  Bay  2 Jan  (CK), 
while  Rankin  Inlet  recorded  112  on  31  Dec 
(BZ).  The  Region’s  high  count  of  Mountain 
Chickadees  was  8 at  Tagish,  s.  Yukon  26  Dec 
(fide  SVD).  A flock  of  10  American  Robins  fed 
along  the  Yukon  R.,  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon 
through  26  Dec,  but  the  birds  vanished  with 
the  first  cold  snap  of  Jan  (ph.  CE,  m.ob.).  Snow 
Bunting  is  rare  but  regular  in  winter;  reports 
this  season  included  15  at  Tagish,  s.  Yukon  26 
Dec  (fide  SVD),  22  at  Jake’s  Corner,  s.  Yukon 
28  Jan  (SVD),  and  3 seen  nearby  12  Feb  (BS). 
Dark-eyed  Junco  is  a regular  winter  visitor  to 
Yukon  feeders;  9 were  at  Whitehorse  on  the  26 
Dec  C.B.C.  (Jide  JH),  6 were  at  Watson  Lake  on 
the  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  TMK),  6 were  at  Haines 
Junction  on  the  28  Dec  C.B.C.  (fide  JuB),  and 
3 were  at  Dawson,  cen.  Yukon  throughout  the 
season  (ML).  Rare  winter  sparrows  included  a 
Savannah  Sparrow  at  Whitehorse  through  the 
season  (ph.  KW),  a White-crowned  Sparrow  t 
Carcross  17  Dec  (DK),  and  an  imm.  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Whitehorse  8-26  Dec  (ph. 
JeB,  YL).  Three  Common  Crackles,  casual  in 
winter,  were  reported  on  the  Ft.  Smith,  NWT 
C.B.C.  5Jan(/icleJM). 

A Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  seen  in  early 
Dec  at  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  made  it  to  C.B.C. 
count  week  but  not  count  day  (MOD).  A flock 
of  1 1 Hoary  Redpolls  was  seen  at  Arctic  Bay, 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk  is  extremely  rare  anywhere  in  Yukon 
in  winter;  this  nicely  documented  adult  near  Carcross  28 
December  201 1 was  one  of  two  seen  in  southern  Yukon  this 
season.  Photograph  by  Joel  Luet. 
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NU  2 Jan,  while  4 were  noted  at  Iqualuit,  NU 
18  Feb  (CK).  A single  Evening  Grosbeak  was 
seen  at  Hay  River,  NWT  18  Dec  (GV),  while 
Ft.  Smith,  NWT  recorded  207  on  5 Jan  QM). 
The  C.B.C.  count  of  House  Sparrows  at  Yellow- 
knife, NWT  jumped  this  year,  with  121  on  27 
Dec  (fide  RB);  C.B.C.  totals  from  elsewhere  in 
the  Region  were  19  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  27 
Dec  (DT),  5 at  Hay  River,  NWT  18  Dec  (GV), 
and  2 at  Arviat,  NU  17  Dec  (MB).  Whitehorse’s 
C.B.C.  total  of  3 House  Sparrows  26  Dec  (fide 


JH)  missed  a few  birds,  as  evidenced  by  a sub- 
sequent count  of  19  on  4 Feb  (CE). 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface); 
Richard  Anderson,  Julie  Bauer  (JuB),  Jeremy 
Baumbach  O^B),  Mike  Beauregard,  Robert 
Bromley,  Linda  Cameron,  Minnie  Clark,  Dar- 
nel Coote,  Susan  Drury,  Cameron  Eckert  (Yu- 
kon), Mike  Gill,  Tyler  Gray,  Dan  Kemble,  Clare 
Kines  (Nunavut),  Birch  Kuch,  Maria  Lederger- 
ber,  Yvette  Lepage,  Maria  Leung,  Joel  Luet, 


Trish  Luet,  Meghan  Marjonavic,  John  McKin- 
non, Don  Moore,  Joyce  Moore,  Lance  Nag- 
wan,  Chris  Nemeth,  Mark  O’Donoghue,  Ben 
Schonewille,  Adam  Skrutkowski,  Dixie  Ste- 
venson, Leila  Sumi,  Elizabeth  Sutton,  Douglas 
Tate  (Northwest  Territories),  Shyloh  van  Delft, 
Gary  Vizniowski,  Anita  Wetherall,  Keith  Wil- 
liams, Brian  Zawadski.  O 


Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street,  Whitehorse, 
Yukon,Y1A4B6,  (cdeckert@northwestel.net) 


Rudolf  F.  Koes 
Peter  Taylor 


It  was  an  exceedingly  mild  winter,  verging 
on  the  bizarre,  with  such  temperature  re- 
cords as  16°  C at  Maple  Creek,  Saskatch- 
ewan on  6 January.  Precipitation  was  generally 
light,  and  the  snow  that  did  fall  often  melted 
fast,  leaving  bare  ground  across  much  of  the 
south.  Much  open  water  remained  well  into 
January,  especially  in  Alberta  and  Saskatch- 
ewan. There  were  few  cold  snaps,  generally 
short  and  lacking  intensity,  but  a more  severe 
spell  in  the  third  week  of  January  caused  many 
of  the  less  hardy  or  most  water-dependent  lin- 
gerers to  disappear.  With  the  mild  conditions 
came  an  exceptional  number  of  lingering  half- 
hardy  or  non-hardy  species.  Unseasonably 
spring-like  behavior  included  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse  lekking  near  Delta,  MB  27  December 
(CC)  and  a Boreal  Owl  calling  at  Hecla  Pro- 
vincial Park,  MB  5 January  (BS).  Numbers  of 
northern  owls  were  generally  low,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Snowy  Owls.  Winter  finches  were 
scarce  in  Manitoba  but  plentiful  in  Alberta,  in 
part  a reflection  of  locally  poor  and  excellent 
cone  crops,  respectively. 

GEESE  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  out-of-season  Greater  White-fronted  Goose 
was  at  Medicine  Hat,  AB  2 Feb  (EV).  Some 


Prairie  Provinces 


11,212  Canada  Geese  and  2581  Mallards  were 
tallied  on  the  Estevan,  SK  C.B.C.  29  Dec.  A 
Blue-winged  Teal  near  Calgary  6 Dec-13  Jan 
was  a winter  rarity  O&MM,  m.ob.).  Even  more 
unusual  were  a male  Cinnamon  Teal  on  the 
Bow  R.,  Calgary  25  Dec-10  Jan  (AS,  GY)  and  a 
female  at  Wyndham-Carseland  PR,  AB  27  Dec 
(TK).  One  or  more  Green-winged  Teal  over- 
wintered on  the  Bow  R.  (TK);  another  survived 
the  season  at  Minnedosa,  MB  (IT,  fide  CC). 
Six  hundred  Common  Goldeneyes  thronged 
Qu’Appelle  Valley  lakes,  SK  2 Dec  (RD,  DS). 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  reports  came  from  Lebret, 
SK  1 Dec  (RD,  DS)  and  Squaw  Rapids,  SK  31 
Dec  (DWd).  Two  tardy  White -winged  Scoters 
were  at  Gardiner  Dam,  SK  3 Dec  (FR  et  al.). 

A Rock  Ptarmigan  on  the  C.B.C.  near  Gar- 
den City  18  Dec  provided  the  first  docu- 
mented record  for  Alberta  (KK  et  al,  ph.).  A 
Pacific  Loon  was  on  Cold  L.,  AB  1 Dec  (RKl), 
a Horned  Grebe  lingered  on  Lee  R.,  MB  9-11 
Dec  (AD,  PT,  m.ob.),  and  an  American  White 
Pelican  survived  at  Echo  L.,  SK  through  1 1 Jan 
(fide  GK).  Single  Turkey  Vultures,  very  rare  in 
winter,  were  at  Holland,  MB  26  Dec  (DB)  and 
near  Calgary  14  Jan  (SA).  Bald  Eagles  winter 
in  ever-increasing  numbers  across  the  prairies; 
e.g.,  40  were  tallied  in  Saskatchewan  through 
the  season  (fide  GK).  A Red-tailed  Hawk  win- 
tered for  the  2nd  year  in  a row  at  Regina,  SK 
(m.ob.).  Lone  Harlan’s  Hawks  were  reported  at 


Saskatoon,  SK  12  Dec  (NS)  and  at  Calgary  29 
Jan  (DA,  BL).  The  season’s  total  of  13  Rough- 
legged Hawks  in  Saskatchewan  was  well  above 


The  most  remarkable  find  on  any  of  Alberta's  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  was  this  Rock  Ptarmigan,  a provincial  first,  near  Garden 
City,  just  west  of  Wood  Buffalo  National  Park  on  18  December 
2011.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Kuipers. 


Franklin's  Gulls  should  be  somewhere  along  the  South  American 
Pacific  coast  in  winter,  but  this  bird  appeared  briefly  at  a small 
patch  of  open  water  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  on  10  January  2012. 
It  may  have  provided  the  first-ever  winter  record  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces  region.  Photograph  by  Stuart  Oikawa. 


^ A The  situation  at  Cold  L.  epitomized  the  exceptionally  mild  season.  Located  at  54.5°  N 
*>/lon  the  Alberta-Saskatchewan  boundary,  this  lake  often  furnishes  reports  of  unusual 
water  birds  in  the  fall  reports.  In  some  years,  it  is  frozen  by  1 Dec,  though  open  water  oc- 
casionally persists  into  early  Jan.  This  year,  there  was  still  significant  open  water  near  the 
town  of  Cold  Lake,  AB  on  14  Jan,  when  Richard  Klauke  found  a remarkable  collection  of  wa- 
ter birds  for  such  a late  date  and  northerly  locale.  While  Mallard  (36),  Common  Goldeneyes 
(200-1-),  and  Common  Mergansers  (250-f)  predominated,  there  were  also  2 Redheads,  one 
Common  Loon,  2 Double-crested  Cormorants,  one  Herring  Gull,  6+  Glaucous  Gulls,  and  best 
of  all,  Alberta's  2nd  ever  Great  Black-backed  Gull  in  winter. 
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PASSERINES 

After  being  abundant  last  year,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  very  scarce  in  Manitoba.  The 
fall  migration  was  poor,  and  even  in  prime  bo- 
real forest  habitat,  the  species  was  hard  to  find. 
A House  Wren  at  Steinbach  7 Jan  (HP) 
provided  Manitoba’s  first  winter  sight- 
ing. Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  promi- 
nent in  Saskatchewan,  with  five  reports 
between  6 Dec  and  11  Feb  (m.ob.), 
while  in  Manitoba  at  least  6 were  seen, 
including  3 on  the  Cypress  River- 
Spruce  Woods  C.B.C.  (GB,  JW,  KDS). 

Hermit  Thrushes,  believed  to  be  the 
first  in  winter  for  Alberta,  were  at  Turner 
Valley  2 Dec  QB)  and  at  Fish  Creek  RE, 
Calgary  12  Jan  (HV).  Varied  Thmshes 
were  at  Regina  and  Avonlea,  SK,  while 
an  above-normal  6 were  in  s.  Manitoba 
(m.ob.).  A Gray  Catbird  at  a Balmoral, 

MB  area  feeder  was  last  seen  on  4 Feb, 
during  a cold  snap  (HS,  RP).  A Northern 
Mockingbird  at  Grande  Prairie,  AB  was 
far  out  of  range  (precise  date  unknown; 


Last  seen  on  1 7 January  201 2 (here  9 December  2011),  this  Bal- 
timore Oriole  at  Matlock,  Manitoba  was  the  latest  ever  recorded 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces  region.  Photograph  by  Brace  Smart. 


This  Hepburn's  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  frequented  a feeder-laden 
yard  at  the  outskirts  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  from  29  January  well  into 
March  2012  (here  1 3 February),  much  to  the  delight  of  local  birders. 
Photograph  by  Garry  Budyt 


fide  RKl).  American  Pipits  lingered  near  Calgary 
4 Dec  (TP),  at  Calgary  18  Dec  (HH  et  al),  and 
at  Waterton  N.P.  19  Dec  (CS).  Three  Chip- 
ping Sparrow  reports  came  from  Winnipeg.  A 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  found  on  the  Edmonton 
C.B.C.  18  Dec  (DW)  expired  18  Jan  and  was 
donated  to  the  Royal  Alberta  Museum  (*:fide 
JH).  A Savannah  Sparrow  at  Lethbridge,  AB  19 
Dec  was  notably  late  (D&TD). 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Winnipeg  30  Nov-4 
Dec  provided  Manitoba  with  its  2nd  winter 
record  ever  (CB,  ph.),  while  the  Region’s  first 
winter  record  of  Western  Tanager  was  estab- 
lished at  Jasper,  AB  12  Dec  (AW,  ph.).  North- 
ern Cardinals  at  Prince  Albert,  SK  and  at  Cal- 
gary were  both  in  areas  where  they  have  been 
reported  in  recent  years;  the  most  noteworthy 
of  several  Manitoba  sightings  were  well  n.  at 
The  Pas  12  Dec  QK)  and  at  Gillam  mid-Feb 
(RC,  ph.).  A Red-winged  Blackbird  at  Thomp- 
son, MB  in  Dec  was  also  exceptionally  far  north 
(fide  PB).  A Brown-headed  Cowbird  was  rare 
at  McGregor,  MB  14  Dec  (DC,  ph.).  A Balti- 
more Oriole  at  Matlock,  MB,  present  at  a well- 
stocked  feeder  since  fall,  was  last  seen  during  a 
cold  spell  17  Jan  (B&BS,  CM,  ph.). 

Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  were  promi- 
nent e.  of  their  normal  mountainous  range. 


More  Townsend's  Solitaires  than  usual  drifted  eastward  across  the  Prairie  Provinces 
during  the  winter  of  201 1 -2012.  Two  were  seen  together  in  Winnipeg  in  early  (here  4) 
January  201 2.  Photograph  by  Larry  de  March. 


By  far  the  latest  Western  Tanager  reported  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces  region  was  this  male  at  Jasper  National  Park,  Alberta 
1 2 December  2011.  Photograph  by  The  Jasper  Naturalist. 

average.  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  had  six 
Gyrfalcon  reports  each;  the  species  warranted 
no  special  mention  in  Alberta.  There  were  also 
eight  Prairie  Falcon  sightings  in  Saskatchewan 
and  two  in  Manitoba.  A Virginia  Rail  was  at 
Banff  N.P.,  AB,  the  only  semi-regular  winter  lo- 
cation for  the  species  in  the  Prairie  Provinces, 
on  15  Dec  (HD).  A Killdeer  at  Gardiner  Dam 
3 Dec  was  late  (FR  et  al);  in  Calgary,  about 
17  were  noted,  including  9 on  7 Jan  (TK).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  at  FortWhyte  Alive,  Winni- 
peg, MB,  likely  the  first  ever  in  winter  in  the 
Region,  was  totally  unexpected  10  Jan  (SO, 
ph.).  A tally  of  11  Mourning  Doves  at  Morse, 
SK  3 Jan  was  unusually  high  0P). 

A Barn  Owl  stayed  at  a Breton,  AB  area  farm 
26  Nov-26  Dec,  and  possibly  earlier  (S&BS, 
MP,  ph.);  there  are  seven  previous  accepted 
records  for  the  province.  Northern  owls  were 
scarce,  with  the  notable  exception  of  Snowy 
Owls,  which  were  more  numerous  in  Saskatch- 
ewan and  Alberta  than  Manitoba.  Some  repre- 
sentative tallies  are:  23  in  the  Forestburg-Cas- 


A species  rare  anywhere  on  the  Canadian 
Prairies,  this  Barn  Owl  at  Breton,  Alberta 
was  present  from  26  November  until  26 
December  (here)  201 1 . It  provided  the 
eighth  accepted  record  for  the  province. 
Photograph  byMyrna  Pearman. 


tor,  AB  area  10  Dec  (GR,  TR),  21  in  the  Brooks, 
AB  area  12  Feb  (KD),  39  along  10  km  of  road 
near  Regina  early  Dec  (BLu,  DS),  and  33  be- 
tween Regina  and  Estevan  14  Jan  (RD,  DS).  A 
Northern  Hawk  Owl  was  well  s.  at  Regina  1 
Dec  (GF,  m.ob.);  possibly  the  same  bird  was  at 
Craven,  SK  13  Jan  (fide  BLu).  A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  on  the  Edmonton,  AB  C.B.C.  18 
Dec  was  a good  find  (fide  GR).  The  High  River, 
AB  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  previously  noted 
in  the  fall  report  continued  through  the  season 
(m.ob.),  and  at  least  4 were  in  Manitoba  during 
the  period.  A Northern  Flicker  (Red-shafted) 
was  a rarity  near  Seven  Sisters  Falls,  MB  C.B.C. 
30  Dec  (GB,  RKo,JWs). 
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In  Alberta,  birds  were  at  Calgary,  Claresholm, 
Edmonton,  and  Ft  McMurray;  in  Saskatch- 
ewan, individuals  visited  Morse  2-3  Dec  QP). 
Cbristopber  L.  2 Dec  (fide  BLu),  and  Buffalo 
Narrows  22  Feb  (fide  BLu),  while  in  Manitoba, 
singles  were  at  Winnipeg  4 Feb+  (KS,  m.ob., 
pb.),  Kenton  from  before  1 Jan  through  18  Mar 
(B&HS),  and  near  Erickson  19  Feb+  (WV,  ph.). 
The  Calgary  and  Winnipeg  birds  belonged  to 
the  Hepburn’s  subspecies.  Pine  Grosbeaks 
were  at  their  lowest  in  se.  Manitoba  since  1990 
(PT,  m.ob.)  but  abundant  in  s.  Alberta  (fide 
PC,  MM).  Common  Redpolls  were  also  more 
common  westward,  e.g.,  900  were  tallied  at 


Morse  during  the  C.B.C.  (fide  GK).  Evening 
Grosbeaks  were  at  their  lowest  in  perennial  se. 
Manitoba  strongholds  since  1984  (PT,  m.ob.). 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  boldface, 
other  major  contributors  m italics):  D.  Arndt, 
S.  Ayrheart,  D.  Baete,  J.  Bank,  C.  Begley,  P 
Buchanan,  G.  Budyk,  R.  Campeau,  P.  Cram, 
C.  Cuthbert,  K.  Day,  H.  Dempsey,  K.  DeSmet 
(KDS),  D.  & T.  Dolman,  A.  Drabyk,  R.  Du- 
dragne,  G.  Foley,  D.  Gamache,  H.  Heffler,  J. 
Hudon,  J.  Kayer,  R.  Klauke  (RKl),  R.  Koes 
(RKo),  T.  Korolyk,  G.  Kratzig,  K.  Kuipers,  B. 
Lefebvre,  B.  Luterbach  (BLu),  J.  & M.  McDon- 


ald, C.  McPherson,  M.  Mulligan,  S.  Oikawa, 
R.  Parsons,  M.  Pearman,  H.  Plett,  T.  Poulton, 
j.  Priebe,  G.  Romanchuk,  T.  Roper,  E Roy,  B. 
& H.  Sangster,  N.  Saunders,  D.  Sawatzky  K. 
Schulz,  B.  &r  B.  Sewart,  B.  Shettler,  H.  Slavuta, 
C.  Smith,  A.  Stiles,  S.  & B.  Stout,  P.  Taylor,  1. 
Thorleifson,  H.  Vanderpol,  W Vanderschuit,  E. 
Yokes,  D.  Webster,  D.  Weidl  (DWd),  J.  Weier, 
j.  Weshnoweski  QWs),  A.  Williams,  G.  Yaki.  1$ 


Rudolf  F.  Koes,  135  Rossmere  Crescent,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba  R2K  OGl,  (rkoes@mymts.net) 

Peter  Taylor,  P.  0.  Box  597,  Pinawa,  Manitoba  ROE  110, 
(taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 


Northern  Great  Plains 


Dan  Svingen 


What  a difference  a year  makes!  In 
contrast  to  the  past  three  winters, 
winter  2011-2012  was  mild,  with 
relatively  warm  temperatures,  very  low  snow- 
fall, and  few  storms.  Ice-up  was  record-late 
along  several  major  rivers  and  reservoirs.  The 
open  water  and  lack  of  a smothering  snow 
blanket  meant  waterfowl  could  successfully 
linger,  adding  spice  to  the  season’s  birding. 
Conversely,  Rough-legged  Hawks,  Horned 
Larks,  Lapland  Longspurs,  Snow  Buntings, 
and  winter  finches  were  largely  absent,  mak- 
ing many  of  the  birders’  forays  away  from  open 
water  practically  birdless.  The  great  joy  of  the 
season,  however,  was  the  abundance  of  Snowy 
Owls.  Please  note  that  all  boldfaced  records  are 
pending  acceptance  by  the  appropriate  bird  re- 
cords committee. 

WATERFOWL 

Seasonally  rare  Snow  Geese  included  11  at 
Garrison  Dam,  ND  C.B.C.  15  Dec,  3 on  the 
Jamestown,  ND  C.B.C.  16  Dec,  and  10  along 
the  Missouri  R.,  Valley,  MT  10  Jan  (CC).  The 
75+  Snow  Geese  at  Sand  Lake  N.WR.,  Brown, 
SD  21  Dec  (GO)  and  250  in  Charles  Mix,  SD 
2 Jan  (KP)  were  good  numbers.  Casual  in 


winter  anywhere  in  the  Region,  2 
Ross’s  Geese  were  in  Stanley,  SD  17 
Dec-29  Feb  (RO,  KM,  SS).  Singles 
were  at  Devils  L.,  Ramsey,  ND  3 Dec 
(SDL,  REM),  in  Lake,  'SD  17  Dec 
QP),  in  Valley,  MT  10  Jan  (CC),  and 
at  Chamberlain,  SD  14  Jan  QB).  One 
on  the  Garrison  Dam  C.B.C.  15  Dec 
was  a count  first,  while  the  3 at  Gar- 
rison Dam  8 Jan  (REM)  provided  the 
state’s  first  Jan  record.  A record-high 
140  Cackling  Geese  were  scattered  among  six 
North  Dakota  C.B.C.s.  Eastern  North  Dakota’s 
first  successful  overwintering  was  accom- 
plished by  only  one  of  the  20  Cackling  Geese 
that  attempted  the  feat  at  the  Grand  Forks, 
ND  sewage  lagoons  (EEF).  As  often  the  case, 
Canada  Goose  distribution  was  among  the 
most  sensitive  indicators  of  the  Region’s  winter 
weather.  Among  the  noteworthy  concentra- 
tions this  year  were:  20,298  on  the  Bismarck- 
Mandan  C.B.C.  17  Dec;  16,000  at  Garrison 
Dam,  ND  8 Jan  (REM);  1650  at  Freezeout  L, 
Teton,  MT  31  Jan  (MS);  and  the  10,000+  that 
overwintered  in  the  Fort  Peck  area.  Valley  and 
McCone,  MT  (CC).  Unusual  in  winter,  a Trum- 
peter Swan  was  at  Freezout  L.,  MT  9 Jan  (MS). 

Two  Blue-winged  Teal  were  at  Jamestown, 
ND  4 Dec  (RB),  tying  the  state’s  previous  late 
date.  The  Northern  Shoveler  found  on  the  Long 
Lake  N.WR.  C.B.C.,  Burleigh,  ND  14  Dec  per- 
sisted through  12  Jan  (MJR),  providing  a record- 
late  date  for  the  state.  An  apparently  injured 
Ring-necked  Duck  successfully  overwintered 
at  Long  Lake  N.WR.,  ND  throughout  the  sea- 
son (MJR,  m.ob.),  a state  first.  Up  to  5 Greater 
Scaup  were  in  the  Garrison  Dam  Area  this  sea- 
son (CDE,  REM,  DNS);  one  was  still  present  26 
Feb  (REM),  providing  the  state’s  first  record  of 
successful  overwintering.  An  obliging  female 


Harlequin  Duck,  accidental  in  South  Dakota, 
was  present  at  Canyon  L.,  Pennington,  SD  15 
Dec-29  Feb  QB,  m.ob.).  Noteworthy  concen- 
trations of  Common  Goldeneye  included  2830 
at  Devils  L.,  ND  3 Dec  (SDL,  REM),  11  on  the 
16  Dec  Upper  Souris  N.WR.,  ND  C.B.C.,  and 
330  at  Garrison  Dam,  ND  14  Jan  (CDE,  REM). 
Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  are  casual  in  the  Dakotas 
outside  of  the  Black  Hills,  making  the  singles  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  18-24  Jan  (RM,  JB,  RO)  and  at 
Garrison  Dam,  ND  1 Jan  (D&EL)  and  12  Feb 
(REM)  noteworthy.  Two  Common  Mergansers 
were  a mid-season  surprise  at  Freezout  L.,  MT 
4 Jan  (MS).  Particularly  high  concentrations  of 
Common  Mergansers  included  553  on  the  15 
Dec  Garrison  Dam  C.B.C.  and  300+  in  McCone, 
MT21Jan  (CC). 

GREBES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A record-late  Pied-billed  Grebe  was  found  dur- 
ing the  Valley  City,  ND  C.B.C.  19  Dec.  Western 
Grebes  lingered  on  the  Missouri  R.  at  Fort  Peck, 
Valley,  MT  until  20  Dec  (CC).  Two  Double- 
crested  Connorants  successfully  overwintered 
at  Fort  Peck,  McCone ALtlley,  MT,  a local  first 
(CC).  A Black-crowned  Night-Heron  reported 
during  count-week  of  the  Jamestown  C.B.C. 
(16  Dec),  and  another  at  Baldhill  Dam,  Barnes 
12  Feb  (ph.  AB),  provided  North  Dakota’s  first 
winter  records  of  the  species.  Bald  Eagles  were 
prominent  in  the  Fort  Peck,  MT  area,  with  103 
found  on  the  20  Dec  C.B.C.  (CC).  North  Dako- 
ta’s mid-winter  Bald  Eagle  count  along  the  Mis- 
souri R.  tallied  a record-high  108  birds  13  Jan 
(fide  CDE),  no  doubt  a function  of  the  abundant 
open  water  and  waterfowl.  A Ferruginous  Hawk 
was  found  in  Morton  during  the  Bismarck- 
Mandan  C.B.C.  17  Dec  and  was  subsequently 
photographed  (fide  CDE).  Other  North  Dakota 
sightings  included  one  in  Sioux  26  Dec  (CDE), 
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3 in  Sioux  21  Jan  (CDE,  REM),  and  singles  in 
Grant  28  Dec  (CDE)  and  8 Jan  (LCr).  There 
were  no  winter  records  for  North  Dakota  prior 
to  2005.  The  Ferruginous  Hawk  in  McCone,  MT 
20  Dec  was  a first  for  the  Fort  Peck,  MT  C.B.C. 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  more  abundant  than 
usual  in  the  Fort  Peck,  MT  vicinity  (CC);  other- 
wise, the  species  was  scarce  this  season  (DNS, 
m.ob.).  This  was  somewhat  surprising,  given 
the  mild  winter  and  abundant  grass  growth. 
A seasonally  rare  Sandhill  Crane  was  found  on 
the  Garrison  Dam  C.B.C.  15  Dec,  as  was  a Kill- 
deer,  which  persisted  until  at  least  8 Jan  (REM), 
providing  both  a hrst  for  the  C.B.C.  and  a Jan 
first  for  North  Dakota.  A Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  found  30  Dec  at  Canyon  L.,  Pennington,  SD 
(ND),  a South  Dakota  winter  hrst. 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Accidental  in  winter  in  the  Region,  single 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  South  Dakota’s  Gavin’s 
Point  Dam  13  Dec  (RD),  South  Dakota’s  Fort 
Randall  Dam  24  Dec  (SS),  and  North  Dakota’s 
Garrison  Dam  24  Dec-14  Jan  (REM,  CDE). 
The  latter  provided  a Jan  hrst  for  North  Dakota. 
A record-late  Ring-billed  Gull  was  at  Garrison 
Dam  14  Jan;  up  to  5 had  been  present  there  8 
Jan  (CDE,  REM).  A record-late  California  Gull 
was  at  Garrison  Dam  14  Jan  (CDE,  REM).  Ice- 
land Gull  reports  included;  2 at  Garrison  Dam 

4 Dec  (RE,  REM),  with  one  persisting  until 
2 Jan  (CDE);  2 at  Fort  Peck,  MT  10  Dec-16 
Jan  (ph.  CC);  and  up  to  2 in  the  Pierre,  SD 
area  18  Jan-21  Feb  (SS,  RO,  KM,  ph.  DB).  A 
second-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Garrison  Dam  1 Dec-14  Jan  (REM,  CDE),  pro- 
viding the  state’s  hrst  Jan  report;  another  was 


at  Fort  Peck,  MT  27  Dec-18  Jan  (ph.  CC).  An 
ad.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Pierre,  SD 
4 Dec  (RO).  A hrst-cycle  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  was  at  Pierre,  SD  3-4  Dec  (RO,  CA). 

This  season’s  Snowy  Owl  invasion  was  the 
most  impressive  in  a decade,  with  birds  well 
distributed  throughout  the  Region.  In  North 
Dakota,  Ellingson  alone  found  Snowy  Owls  in 
12  counties,  tallying  81  individuals.  In  South 
Dakota,  the  species  was,  if  anything,  even  more 
widespread;  it  was  reported  in  36  counties.  On 
29  Dec,  37  Snowy  Owls  were  in  Charles  Mix, 
SD  (RM).  On  17  Feb,  a 240-km-loop  through 
n.  Valley,  MT  tallied  an  even  more  awe-inspir- 
ing 38  Snowy  Owls  (CC,  JC).  The  12  Long- 
eared Owls  at  the  Northern  Great  Plains  Exper- 
iment Station,  Morton,  ND  12-29  Feb  (CDE, 
REM,  DNS)  provided  a record-high  count  for 
North  Dakota.  An  impressive  46  Short-eared 
Owls  were  found  on  and  near  the  Fort  Pierre 
National  Grassland,  Stanley,  SD  5 Dec  (DB). 
At  least  2 Belted  Kinghshers  attempted  to 
winter  in  the  Bismarck-Mandan  area,  though 
their  fates  are  unknown  (DNS);  one  wintered 
successfully  at  Jamestown,  ND  (DBu);  and 
one  was  found  at  Garrison  Dam  15  Dec,  with 
2 seen  there  13  Feb  (CDE,  DWR).  The  Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  reported  last  season  from 
Sidney,  MT  successfully  overwintered  QN).  A 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  reported  in  Bur- 
leigh, ND  17  Dec  (TCG);  the  species  is  season- 
ally accidental  in  North  Dakota. 

The  2 Common  Ravens  at  the  Fort  Peck 
Dam  spillway,  McCone,  MT  20  Dec  made  a 

C.B.C.  first  there,  with  one  persisting  until  2 
Feb  (CC).  The  seasonal  status  of  Winter  Wren 
continues  to  intrigue.  One  was  reported  from 


I Southern  Great  Plains 


W.  Ross  Silcock 
Joseph  A.  Grzybowski 


The  most  obvious  feature  of  this  winter’s 
avian  movements  was  the  unprecedent- 
ed flight  of  Snowy  Owls — hundreds  of 
them — that  invaded  the  Region  and  adjoining 
areas  to  the  north  and  northwest.  The  north- 
ward shift  in  winter  ranges,  now  more  than  a 
decade  old,  continues  strong  and  was  particular- 
ly in  evidence  this  season  in  waterfowl,  grebes, 
cranes,  shorebirds,  and  sparrows.  The  first 
spring  arrivals  of  some  species,  e.g.,  shorebirds 
and  swallows,  continue  to  be  detected  on  earlier 
and  earlier  dates.  Other  species,  such  as  Com- 
mon Merganser,  once  abundant  on  some  Okla- 
homa lakes,  appear  to  be  shifting  their  southern 
wintering  boundaries  northward  as  well. 


Fall  River,  SD  29  Dec-2  Jan  QP),  while  up  to 
2 were  in  the  Pierre,  SD  area  17  Dec-15  Jan 
(KM,  m.ob.).  A Yellow-throated  Warbler, 
representing  North  Dakota’s  first  winter  re- 
cord and  7th  overall,  was  photographed  dur- 
ing its  4 Jan-9  Feb  visits  to  a Jamestown  feeder 
(ph.  LB,  fide  DBu).  Accidental  in  Montana,  a 
Northern  Cardinal  seen  at  Fairfield,  Teton,  MT 
12  Jan-29  Feb  had  apparently  been  present 
since  12  Nov  (Jan  Adamson,  Jide  MS).  A single 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-finch,  very  rare  in  North 
Dakota,  was  repeatedly  photographed  during 
its  visits  to  a Burleigh,  ND  feeder  10-17  Feb  (TF, 
m.ob.).  A flock  of  100  Gray-crowned  Rosy- 
Finches  at  Bear  Butte  S.P.,  Meade,  SD  1 Dec 
(DB)  was  seen  in  diminishing  numbers  until  4 
Feb  QB);  up  to  25  were  found  near  Custer,  SD 
19  Dec-29  Feb  (K&KH). 

Cited  observers  (state  editors  in  boldface): 
MONTANA:  Chuck  Carlson,  John  Carlson, 
Jerry  Navratil,  Mike  Schwitters.  NORTH  DA- 
KOTA: Alice  Beauchman,  Linda  Brown,  Dan 
Buchanan  (DBu),  Rachel  Bush,  Lillian  Crook 
(LCr),  Corey  D.  Ellingson,  Tom  Feldner,  Rod 
Fossen,  Eve  E.  Freeberg,  TC  Greywolf,  Sherry 

D.  Leslie,  David  & Ellin  Lindee  (D&EL),  Ron 

E.  Martin,  Michael  J.  Rabenberg,  Dean  W 
Reimer,  Dan  N.  Svingen.  SOUTH  DAKOTA: 
Chris  Anderson,  Doug  Backlund,  Jocelyn 
Baker,  Roger  Dietrich,  Nancy  Drilling,  Kevin 
and  Kris  Hachmeister  (K&KH),  Ronald  Mabie, 
Kenny  Miller,  Gary  Olson,  Ricky  Olson,  Jef- 
frey Palmer,  Kelly  Preheim,  Scott  Stolz.  O 


Dan  Svingen,  240  West  Century  Avenue, 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501,  (dsvingen@fs.fed.us) 


This  was  also  the  year  of  shifts  eastward 
in  some  quasi-irruptive  western  species  such 
as  Mountain  Bluebird,  Townsend’s  Solitaire, 
Sage  Thrasher,  Say’s  Phoebe,  and  Chestnut- 
collared  Longspur,  all  perhaps  related  to  the 
widespread  drought  in  their  ranges.  The  sum- 
mer heat  and  dryness  in  southern  parts  of  the 
Region  were  quelled  with  regular  rainfall  be- 
ginning in  October  and  lasting  well  into  the 
winter  period.  Excepting  redpolls,  most  typi- 
cally irruptive  species  were  “quiet” — siskins, 
crossbills,  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were 
scarce  or  absent. 

Abbreviations:  Cheyenne  Bottoms  (Cheyenne 
Bottoms  WM.A.,  Stafford,  KS);  Hackberry 
(Hackberry  Flat  WM.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Hefner 
(L.  Hefner,  Oklahoma,  OK);  McConaughy  (Mc- 
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Eight  Trumpeters  Swans  spent  much  of  the  winter  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
McCurtain  County,  Oklahoma  from  14  December  201 1 (here)  through  the  end  of  January  2012. 
The  status  of  this  species  has  changed  rapidly  in  recent  years  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains, 
and  family  groups  like  this  one  are  now  recorded  annually.  Photograph  by  David  Arbour. 


i 


This  Common  Crane  was  in  Hall  County,  Nebraska  27  January  (here) 
through  25  February  2012;  remarkably,  this  species  is  now  of  annual 
occurrence  in  central  Nebraska,  though  some  records  surely  represent 
returning  individuals.  Photograph  by  Paul  Dunbar. 


Conaughy  Res.,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira 
N.WR.,  Barton,  KS);  Red  Slough  (Red  Slough 
WM.A.,  McCurtain,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

Northerly  geese  included  13  Greater  White- 
fronteds  in  Lincoln,  NE  10  Jan  (TJW)  and  5150 
in  Sedgwick,  KS  8 Jan  (fide  JC).  Twenty  Cack- 
ling Geese  in  Douglas,  NE  9 Jan  (JR)  were  n. 
of  usual  areas,  as  were  5768  in  Sedgwick,  KS  8 
Jan  (fide  JC).  Becoming  regular  in  Oklahoma, 
up  to  8 Trumpeter  Swans  (5  ads.,  3 juvs.)  were 
as  far  s.  as  Red  Slough  14  Dec-31  Jan  (DA  et 
ah).  Tundra  Swan  reports  included  as  many  as 
10  in  Geary,  KS  as  late  as  26  Jan  (CO),  7 in 
Osage,  OK  8 Jan  (SM),  one  in  Johnston,  OK  11 
Jan  (WM),  and  5 in  Stephens,  OK  14  Jan  0K). 
Now  a rare  bird  in  the  Region,  American  Black 
Duck  was  reported  only  in  Kansas,  where  at 
least  6 total  were  found  at  various  locations 
from  Sedgwick  eastward  (fide  MC,  EM).  Suther- 
land Res.,  Lincoln,  NE  holds  large  numbers  of 
Mallards  in  winter;  100,000  were  estimated 
there  30  Dec  (D&JP).  A Blue-winged  Teal  lin- 
gered in  Lancaster,  NE  1 Dec  (LE),  with  2 at 
Quivira  14  Dec  (fide  MR).  Up  to  270  northerly 
Northern  Shovelers  wintered  at  Omaha  QR- 
CNK).  Northern  Pintail  numbers  at  Cheyenne 
Bottoms  burgeoned  to  10,000  by  29  Feb  (RP). 
The  300  Canvasbacks  in  Geary,  KS  16  Feb 
(CW)  made  an  impressive  count.  A Greater 
Scaup  at  Red  Slough  28  Dec  (DA)  was  a rarity 
there;  five  additional  reports  from  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  included  46  at  McConaughy  30-31 
Dec  (SJD)  and  10  in  Sedgwick,  KS  4 Dec  QKe, 
MA).  All  three  scoter  species  were  reported, 
from  all  three  states:  5 Surfs  2-6  Dec,  6 White- 
wingeds  1-31  Dec,  and  4 Blacks  3-24  Dec  (fide 
WRS,  EM,  MC,  JL).  Long-tailed  Ducks  arrive 
in  the  Region  with  scoters,  the  10  reports  this 
season  including  singles  in  Oklahoma,  OK  2-26 
Jan  (JW  et  ah),  Tulsa  through  at  least  29  Jan 
(TMi),  Ellsworth,  KS  14  Jan  (TM),  and  Wyan- 
dotte, KS  2 Feb  QBo).  The  only  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes reported  were  singles  at  two  locations 
in  Sedgwick,  KS  14  & 17  Dec  (TE.  CS,  fide 
KG).  The  high  count  for  Hooded  Mergansers 
this  winter  was  328  in  Rooks,  KS  28  Dec  (fide 
MR).  Best  counts  reported  for  Greater  Prairie- 
Chicken  were  139  in  Logan,  NE  30  Dec  (SJD) 
and  102  in  two  flocks  in  Hall,  NE  12  Feb  (PD). 
Impressive  was  the  tally  of  518  Wild  Turkeys 
on  the  Quivira  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide  MR).  North- 
ern Bobwhite  numbers  appear  to  be  at  a low 
ebb  in  Oklahoma,  likely  due  to  drought  QAG), 
and  also  in  Nebraska,  due  to  reduction  in  CRP 
grasslands;  the  highest  count  in  Nebraska  was 
only  25  in  Hall  4 Dec  OLL)- 

The  only  Red-throated  Loons  reported  were 
the  1-2  in  Oklahoma  2-14  Jan  QW,  BD  et  al). 
Pacific  Loon  is  rare  in  late  fall  in  the  s.  part 


of  the  Region;  singles 
were  in  Sedgwick,  KS  4 
Dec  QKe,  MA)  and  Rus- 
sell, KS  18  Dec  (fide  MR). 

The  mild  late  fall  allowed 
Common  Loons  to  lin- 
ger n.  of  typical  areas; 
as  many  as  12  were  in 
Russell,  KS  18  Dec  (fide 
MR),  2 were  on  the  Riley/ 

Pottawattamie,  KS  line  30 
Jan  (TC),  and  one  was 
in  Douglas,  KS  12  Feb 
(JKe).  Almost  annual  but 
still  quite  rare,  a Yellow- 
billed Loon  was  on  the  Riley/Pottawat- 
tomie,  KS  line  30-31  Jan  (TC,  m.ob.). 
Red-necked  Grebes  have  been  reported 
at  McConaughy  more  often  in  recent 
years;  2 juvs.  were  rather  late  there  30- 
31  Dec  (SJD).  A few  Western  Grebes 
overwinter  at  McConaughy  almost  an- 
nually, but  the  700  there  30-31  Dec 
(SJD)  was  a high  number  for  the  date. 
Lingering  Clark’s  Grebes  included  2 late 
at  McConaughy  30  Dec  (SJD)  and  2 in 
Russell,  KS  4 Dec  (MR,  DK).  Few  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  winter  in  the  n.  part 
of  the  Region.  An  injured  bird  lingered 
until  20  Jan  in  Dodge,  NE  (D&JP),  and 
5 were  in  Lincoln,  NE  24  Jan  (WF).  A 
Neotropic  Cormorant  was  n.  of  usual 
wintering  areas  in  Oklahoma,  OK  21  Jan 
(BC,  JW),  as  were  2 at  Hackberry  Flat  29 
Jan  (L&MT).  A laggard  American  Bittern  hun- 
kered at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  17  Dec  (RG).  Great 
Egrets  were  at  Hefner  15  Jan  (L&MT)  and  Red 
Slough  14  Feb  (DA).  Certainly  unexpected 
was  a wintering  Snowy  Egret  in  Oklahoma,  OK 
(SD,  m.ob.)  that  survived  the  season.  Another 
lingering  heron  was  an  imm.  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  at  Cheyenne  Bottoms  2 & 9 
Dec  (MR,  RG).  A Plegadis  ibis  was  tardy  in  Se- 
quoyah, OK  12  Nov  QN./ideJM). 

OSPREY  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  Osprey  in  Lyon,  KS  3 Dec  (PJ)  was  tardy. 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  hosted  an  impressive  120+ 
Northern  Harriers  3 Jan  (MR),  and  Grant,  KS 
had  an  equally  impressive  11  Ferruginous 
Hawks  12  Dec  (SG,  KH).  Easterly  Golden 
Eagles  included  singles  in  Douglas,  KS  18  Dec 
(fide  GP),  Wabaunsee,  KS  30  Dec  OKe).  and 
Red  Slough  1 Dec-4  Jan  (DA).  Perhaps  finally 
creeping  into  Oklahoma,  2 Crested  Caracaras 
entertained  birders  in  Bryan  1 Feb  through  the 
period  (PS,  JL,  m.ob.).  Adding  to  the  fewer 
than  15  records  of  Gyrfalcon  in  Kansas  was 
one  in  Russell  30  Dec  (MR,  ER).  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons are  mostly  migrants  in  the  Region,  though 
some  are  essentially  resident  (probably  from 


introductions);  singles  were  reported  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  17  Dec  (TH),  Grant,  KS  31  Dec  (fide 
KH),  and  Tulsa,  OK  17  (BC)  & 28  Jan  (CB)  and 
5 Feb  (TMi).  Good  numbers  of  Prairie  Falcons 
were  e.  of  usual  range;  13  were  reported  in  e. 
Nebraska  (fide  WRS)  and  about  the  same  num- 
ber in  e.  Kansas  (fide  LM,  MC),  with  one  at  Red 
Slough  6 Jan  (DA). 

An  excellent  count  of  American  Coots  for 
the  date  was  the  6000  at  McConaughy  30  Dec 
(SJD).  Sandhill  Cranes  almost  never  overwin- 
ter in  Nebraska,  but  the  large  fall  group  in  Hall 
remained,  with  as  many  as  3510  counted  on 
the  Grand  Island  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  CM),  and 
3000  were  at  Rowe  Sanctuary,  Buffalo  29  Dec 
(AH,  MBB,  JJ).  The  first  spring  migrant  Sand- 
hill Cranes  arrive  in  Nebraska  in  late  Jan;  3000 
were  over  Lincoln  23  Jan  (TJW).  Rare  easterly 
were  groups  of  75  and  40  in  McCurtain,  OK  27 
Feb  (BH,  DA).  Following  the  trend  in  recent 
years  of  annual  sightings  of  Common  Crane 
in  Nebraska,  one  associating  with  a group 
of  Sandhill  Cranes  was  found  27  Jan  in  Hall 
(PD)  and  last  seen  25  Feb  (JJ).  Three  Whoop- 
ing Cranes  (2  ads.,  one  imm.)  wintered  in  the 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  area  mid-Dec-24  Jan  (fide 
SS)  and  were  later  tracked  to  Dawson,  NE  27 
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Exceptional  was  this  Snowy  Egret,  providing  a first  winter  record  for  the 

Southern  Great  Plains,  that  survived  the  winter  at  Lake  Hefner  in  central 
Oklahoma  (here  28  January  2012).  Photograph  by  Joseph  A.  Grzybowski. 


This  Crested  Caracara,  one  of  two,  drew  birders  to  southern  Bryan 
County,  Oklahoma  in  February  2012  (here  28  February).  These  are 
likely  birds  that  wandered  northward  into  the  Red  River  valley,  prob- 
ably part  of  the  population  that  occupies  a strip  of  blackland  prairie  to 
the  south  in  Texas.  Photograph  by  Laurie  Lawler. 


Jan  and  Phelps,  NE  1 Feb  (WF).  Among  linger- 
ing shorebirds,  2 Black-bellied  Plovers  were  at 
Cheyenne  Bottoms  2 Dec  (MR),  and  up  to  2 
were  at  blackberry  7-29  Jan  QW  et  al,  L&MT). 
Also  lingering,  3 American  Avocets  were  noted 
Dec-Feb  at  Hackberry  (L&MT,  jW  et  al).  A 
Spotted  Sandpiper  stayed  through  11  Dec  in 
Cherokee,  OK  (DE).  Greater  Yellowlegs  were 
found  as  far  n.  as  Sedgwick  7 Jan  QC)  and  Mor- 
ris, KS  8 Jan  {fide  GC).  Two  Greaters  in  Sedg- 
wick 16  Feb  (JC)  and  one  in  Seward,  NE  26 
Feb  QG)  were  likely  early  migrants.  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs (3-15  birds)  at  Hackberry  29  Jan-22 
Feb  (L&MT)  were  unusual;  even  more  so  was 
a Long-billed  Curlew  at  Hackberry  7 Jan  (JW 
et  al.).  A Bairds  Sandpiper  lingered  n.  to  Cow- 
ley, KS  1 Dec  (MT,  GY),  with  1-2  at  Hackberry 
20-29  Jan  (L&MT).  Dunlin,  more  often  win- 
tering recently,  was  located  n.  to  McConaughy 
9-30  Dec  (PD,  Jide  SJD)  and  Cowley,  KS  1 (MT, 
GY)  & 18  Dec  (fide  MT).  The  small  group  of 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  present  at  Hackberry 
20  & 29  Jan  (8-9  birds)  increased  to  76  by  22 
Feb  (L&MT).  Eighteen  Wilsons  Snipe  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 31  Dec  (fide  SJD)  was  also  a good 
number  for  the  date.  An  American  Woodcock 
arrived  in  Lancaster,  NE  27  Feb  QCa,  SSc). 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  in  Jefferson, 
KS  19-23  Feb  WCT).  Mid-winter  re- 
cords of  Franklins  Gull  this  year  included  2 in 
Lancaster,  NE  5 Jan  (LE),  one  of  which  may 
have  been  the  bird  seen  at  a nearby  lake  2 Feb 
(LE),  and  one  in  Oklahoma,  OK  12  Jan  QB). 
Mew  Gulls  were  all  in  Nebraska:  a second- 
cycle  bird  in  Cedar  4-8  Dec  (MB,  JJ)  and  up 
to  3 ads.  at  McConaughy  9-31  Dec  (PD,  SJD; 
ph.).  California  Gulls  are  found  in  small  num- 
bers at  McConaughy,  with  up  to  16  there  9-31 
Dec  (PD,  SJD);  singles  were  in  Barton,  KS  2 Dec 
(MR),  Reno,  KS  4 Dec  (KG),  and  Oklahoma,  OK 
8 Feb  (BDa).  At  least  23  Thayer’s  Gulls  were 


reported  in  the  Region,  including  2-3  in  Har- 
lan, NE  22-25  Jan  (LR,  RH,  LE).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  still  Regional  rarities,  appeared 
in  Sequoyah,  OK  11  & 23  Nov  QN,  SB,  DG), 
Oklahoma  6 Dec-11  Feb  (BD,  JAG  et  al.), 
and  Canadian,  OK  2 Jan  QW),  with  some  17 
more  reported  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  (fide 
LM,  WRS,  MC).  Glaucous  Gulls  were  widely 
reported  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  this  season 
(some  24  birds,  most  imms.),  with  one  s.  to 
Hefner  21  Jan  (BC,  JW).  Among  the  rarer  gulls 
in  the  Region,  single  Great  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  in  Cedar,  NE  4-8  Dec  (MB,  JJ),  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 9 Dec  (PD),  in  Lincoln,  NE  16  Dec 
(PD),  in  Riley /Pottawattomie,  KS  1 Feb  (WCT, 


m. ob.),  and  along  the  Dawson/ 
Gosper,  NE  line  21  Feb  (JGJ,  LD). 

White-winged  Doves  located 
m Kansas  this  winter  included 
2 in  Ellsworth  2 Jan  (fide  MR) 
and  singles  in  Sumner  8 Jan  (fide 
JC)  and  as  far  n.  as  Riley  8 Feb 
(LJ).  Greater  Roadrunners  at  the 

n.  edge  of  the  species’  Regional 
range  in  s.-cen.  Kansas  were 
found  in  Cowley  6 Feb  (MT)  and 
Barber  17  Feb  (2;  JC).  A road- 
killed  Great  Horned  Owl  found 
21  Jan  in  Hamilton,  NE  QGr)  was 
identified  as  the  n.  subspecies 
subarcticus  (JGJ,  TEL);  this  sub- 
species is  an  occasional  winter 
visitor  in  Nebraska. 

A Barred  Owl  in  Franklin,  NE 
21  Feb  QGJ,  LD)  is  the  west- 
ernmost record  to  date  along  the  Republican 
River  Valley.  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 31  Dec  (SJD)  made  the  only  report. 
A Rufous  Hummingbird  in  Johnson,  KS  lasted 
through  11  Jan  (fide  DS);  there  are  no  records 
of  overwintering  birds  in  Kansas,  as  other  late- 
stayers  have  been  captured  and  “rehabbed” 
(Birds  of  Kansas).  Among  the  major  surprises 
for  the  season  was  an  Acorn  Woodpecker  in 
Comanche,  OK  niid-Dec+  (SH,  KM,  L&MT 
et  al.),  only  the  3rd  for  Oklahoma.  Westerly 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  in  Nebraska  were 
found  in  Keith  10  (JBe,  fide  CWH)  & 16  Dec 
(PD).  A Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  wandered 
n.  to  Grant,  KS  31  Dec  (fide  KH). 


Clearly  the  story  of  this  winter  was  a massive,  historically  unprecedented  invasion  of 
Snowy  Owls  into  the  Region,  with  at  least  6 birds  reaching  as  far  s.  as  Oklahoma.  The 
Non-game  Bird  Program  at  Nebraska 
Game  and  Parks  (JGJ,  LD)  kept  a de- 
tailed record  of  the  birds  as  they  were 
reported.  The  final  tally  was  an  amaz- 
ing 200,  of  which  1 59  were  confirmed 
(89  by  photograph,  29  carcasses,  41 
credible  observations  or  descriptions). 

Prior  to  this  winter,  the  largest  invasion 
count  in  Kansas  was  81  in  1974-1975 
(Birds  of  Kansas);  this  fall  and  winter, 

70  were  reported  statewide  in  Kansas 
through  Feb  (fide  LM,  MC).  Oklahoma 
has  many  fewer  records  of  Snowy  Owl, 
making  the  5 confirmed  reports  of  6 
birds  there  eventful;  singles  were  in 
Noble  1 3 Dec-1 7 Feb  (JCo  et  al.).  Major 

21  Jan  (CB)  Osage  17  Feb  (THo),  and  The  first  of  up  to  8 Snowy  Owls  deterted  in  Oklahoma  in  winter 
n / 1 j ” 2O11-2O12,thisonenearMarland,NobleC0untywaspresent13 

Payne  22  Feb  (TO,  DD),  and  2 were  (here  21)  December  into  February — and  attracted  many  birders, 
noted  in  Kay  beginning  28  Jan  (L&GL).  particularly  from  the  south.  Photograph  by  James  W.Arterburn. 
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SOUTHERN  GREAT  PLAINS 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

This  was  a winter  for  Say’s  Phoebes,  with  re- 
cords spanning  from  Johnston,  OK  (wintering 
bird;  DSm,  BA,  m.ob.),  to  Cotton,  OK  23  Jan 
(L&MT),  and  n.  to  Ellsworth,  KS  7 Jan  (fide 
MR).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  mingled  with 
captives  at  the  Oklahoma  City  Zoo  7 Dec 
(NV).  Northern  Shrike  is  rare  but  regular  s. 
to  the  Oklahoma  Panhandle,  where  different 
singles  were  found  in  Cimarron  1 Dec  (MP) 
and  19  Feb  QW  et  al);  14  were  reported  from 
Kansas  (fide  LM,  MC).  Western  Scrub-Jays 
were  reported  in  sw.  Kansas,  where  the  spe- 
cies is  irregular  m winter,  with  2 wandering 
e.  to  Grant,  OK  12  (SG,  KH)  & 31  Dec  (fide 
KH).  Common  Ravens  on  the  prairie  included 
2 m Morton,  KS  31  Dec  (fide  SP).  Red  Slough 
hosted  a Tree  Swallow  4 Jan  (DA),  with  an 
early  arrival  there  16  Feb  (DA,  RB).  Two  Barn 
Swallows  were  already  pushing  northward 
to  Woodward,  OK  by  28  Feb  (PS,  JL),  and  a 
Purple  Martin  arrived  in  Payne,  OK  27  Feb 
(MCr).  Westerly  and  northerly  for  the  season 
were  Winter  Wrens  at  McConaughy  31  Dec 
(fide  SJD)  and  in  Rooks,  KS  28  Dec  (fide  MR). 
A Sedge  Wren  in  Payne,  OK  (TO)  made  a rare 
winter  sighting  there.  Also  northerly  for  the 
date  was  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  Lincoln, 
NE  17  Dec  (fide  TJW).  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
were  unexpected  in  Sequoyah,  OK  2 Jan  (SB) 
and  at  Red  Slough  6 Feb  (DA).  Part  of  the  east- 
ward creep  of  westerly  species  were  Mountain 
Bluebirds  in  Sumner,  KS  21  Dec  (fide  MT)  and 
in  Pontotoc,  OK  28  Jan  (20  birds;  DW,  JW  et 
al.)  and  26  Feb  (DSm).  Likewise,  Townsend’s 
Solitaires  were  noted  in  Lancaster,  NE  16  Dec 
(5  birds;  JideJG),  in  Johnson,  KS  21  Dec  (NL), 
in  Cleveland,  OK  5-29  Jan  (up  to  2;  BDa,  JRs 
et  ah),  and  in  Pontotoc,  OK  28  Jan  (DW,  JW). 
Sage  Thrashers  e.  of  usual  range  were  found 
in  Comanche,  OK  13-21  Jan  (up  to  2;  KM, 
L&MT,  BA),  m Pontotoc,  OK  28  Jan  (DW,  JW 
et  al.)  and  26  Feb  (DSm),  and  in  Morton,  KS 
31  Dec  (fide  SP).  A few  Hermit  Thrushes  per- 
sisted into  winter  in  Kansas,  with  3 in  Johnson 
24  Jan  (WE,  RW)  and  28  Feb  (NA)  and  one  in 
Shawnee  29  Jan  (GC).  Brown  Thrashers  were 
n.  to  Knox,  NE  24  Dec  (MB)  and  McConaughy 
31  Dec  (fide  SJD).  An  American  Pipit  in  Doug- 
las, KS  5 Feb  QKe)  may  have  been  a wintering 
bird.  Several  Sprague’s  Pipits  in  Cleveland,  OK 
persisted  through  at  least  21  Jan  QAG,  BC), 
with  one  present  in  Osage,  OK  1 Feb  (THo). 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  were  gener- 
ally more  easterly  this  season,  including  35  in 
Osage,  OK  22  Feb  (JWA,  KW).  After  last  win- 
ter’s major  influx.  Snow  Buntings  were  virtu- 
ally absent  from  the  Region;  Nebraska  had  the 
only  three  reports,  all  of  singles  (PD,  JJ,  JT).  A 
late  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was  in  Douglas, 
KS  18  Dec  (fide  GP),  and  a much-less-expected 


Yellow-throated  Warbler  attended  an  Omaha, 
NE  feeder  21  Jan-21  Feb  QT). 

TOWHEES THROUGH  FINCHES 

Green-tailed  Towhee  is  a rare  find  in  the  e. 
part  of  the  Region;  this  season,  one  was  in  Wy- 
andotte, KS  16  Feb  (fide  MSt)  and  another  in 
Johnston,  OK  18  Dec+  (DSm,  m.ob.).  Spotted 
Towhees  also  persisted  n.  to  Dodge,  NE  20  Jan 
(GJ)  and  Franklin,  NE  24  Jan  (WF).  A Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrow  in  Russell,  KS  13  Jan-17  Feb 
(DK)  was  away  from  its  usual  haunts.  Mid- 
winter records  of  Chipping  Sparrow  occurred 
n.  to  Omaha  21  Dec  (JR)  and  Russell,  KS  15 
Jan  (MR);  4 Field  Sparrows  were  found  on  the 
Madison,  NE  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  DH),  and  a 
Vesper  Sparrow  wintered  in  Dodge,  NE  (D&JR 
ph.).  Also  somewhat  easterly  were  Lark  Bun- 
tings in  Stafford  15  Jan  (BJ)  and  Riley,  KS  13 
Feb  (TC,  JS).  Savannah  Sparrows  are  now  win- 
tering in  areas  well  n.  of  past  winter  range;  4 
were  located  in  Nebraska  (fide  WRS),  and  larg- 
er-than-normal  numbers  were  submitted  from 
Kansas:  90  in  Sumner  2 Dec  (MT),  40  in  Doug- 
las 18  Dec  (fide  GP),  and  25  in  Reno  29  Jan  (PJ). 
Also  northerly  for  season  were  25+  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  in  Douglas,  KS  18  Dec  (fide  GP),  with 
one  there  17  Feb  (fide  DL);  a westerly  bird  was 
in  Barber,  KS  29  Dec  (fide  PJ).  A Fox  Sparrow 
in  Hall,  NE  12  Feb  (PD)  was  unusual,  as  were 
Lincoln’s  Sparrows  in  Lancaster,  NE  10-11  Feb 
(LE)  and  2 Swamp  Sparrows  there  22-26  Feb 
(LE).  Westerly  was  a Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Scotts 
Blujf,  NE2Jan  (LJH). 

Pyrrhuloxia  may  winter  in  extreme  sw. 
Oklahoma;  one  was  in  Jackson,  OK  2 Jan 
and  24  Feb  (L&MT  et  al).  Among  the  half- 
hardy  surprises  for  Nebraska  were  2 Pheucti- 
cus  grosbeaks,  one  on  the  Lincoln  C.B.C.  17 
Dec  (NS,  jtde  LRB),  and  the  other,  an  apparent 
first-winter  male  Rose-breasted,  at  an  Omaha 
feeder  7-19  Dec  (ph.  AS).  An  Indigo  Bunting 
was  found  in  Johnson,  KS  18  Dec  (MG).  An 
estimated  1.5  million  Red-winged  Blackbirds 
were  in  Russell,  KS  18  Dec  (fide  MR).  A male 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  in  Garden,  NE  17 
Feb  (WF),  and  C.B.C.  reports  included  one  in 
Scotts  Bluff,  NE  1 7 Dec  (fide  AK)  and  another  in 
Douglas,  KS  18  Dec  (fide  GP).  A bright  spot  for 
Rusty  Blackbirds  were  the  groups  of  300  and 
500  noted  in  McCurtain,  OK  in  late  Dec  (DA). 
An  unidentified  oriole  was  at  an  Omaha  feeder 
3 Dec  (fide  JR),  and  a Baltimore  Oriole  was  in 
Ottawa,  KS  11  Dec-17Jan  (DR,  KR). 

The  only  Regional  reports  of  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch  came,  as  is  usual,  only  from  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE,  where  35  were  seen  11  Dec  (AD) 
and  40  on  17  Feb  (KD).  Rare  westerly  in  Ne- 
braska, Purple  Finches  were  in  Scotts  Bluff  17 
Dec  (fide  AK)  and  at  McConaughy  31  Dec  (fide 
SJD).  A lone  Red  Crossbill  was  in  Texas,  OK 


13-15  Dec  (RR).  Despite  a mini-invasion  ne. 
of  the  Region,  the  only  report  of  White-winged 
Crossbill  was  of  3 birds  in  a spruce-endowed 
cemetery  in  Madison,  NE  11  Feb  (MB).  Good 
numbers  of  Common  Redpolls  were  present  in 
Nebraska  (40  reports),  with  six  reports  totaling 
9 birds  from  Kansas  (fide  LM,  MC),  where  the 
species  is  generally  rare.  A Lesser  Goldfinch  in 
Osage,  OK  16  Dec  QCx)  was  a surprise.  Pine 
Siskin  numbers  were  low  in  Nebraska  (fide 
WRS)  and  Kansas  (fide  LM,  MC). 
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The  winter  season  started  with  the  contin- 
uation of  the  record  dry  conditions  seen 
throughout  2011.  For  the  western  half 
of  the  state  and  deep  South  Texas,  those  condi- 
tions continued  for  most  of  the  winter — in  stark 
contrast  to  the  eastern  half  of  the  state,  where 
heavy  rains  allowed  for  vegetation  to  respond 
to  the  much  needed  water.  Rainfall  for  the  pe- 
riod at  Houston’s  Intercontinental  Airport  was 
389.9  mm,  or  127.2  mm  above  average.  De- 
spite the  benefits  of  that  high  rainfall  total,  the 
U.S.  Drought  Monitor  category  only  improved 
from  “abnormally  diy”  or  “drought-moderate” 
m the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  The  extreme 
conditions  of  2011  certainly  had  a detrimental 
effect  on  wintering  bird  populations.  In  most 
areas  of  the  state,  food  crops  were  poor  to  non- 
existent, which  made  for  very  poor  wintering 
conditions  for  seed-eating  species.  A clear 
response  to  the  very  poor  conditions  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  state  was  the  continued 
movement  of  western  birds  eastward  across  the 
state.  Of  particular  note  were  high  numbers  of 
Say’s  Phoebes,  Sage  Thrashers,  Mountain  Blue- 
birds, Green-tailed  Towhees,  Spotted  Towhees, 
and  Lark  Buntings.  These  movements  were 
noted  in  the  fall  and  continued  into  the  win- 
ter season,  but  the  real  surprise  of  the  season 
was  the  multiple  occurrences  of  a few  northern 
species  such  as  Tundra  Swan,  Snow}'  Owl,  and 
Common  Redpoll. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Two  lingering  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were 
reported  from  Baytown,  Harris  19  Jan  (DH).  A 
single  Ross’s  Goose  was  on  upper  Sam  Rayburn 
Res.,  Nacogdoches  24  Dec-1  Jan  (DWo).  A Brant 
visited  several  parks  in  Canyon,  Randall  1 Feb+ 
(tST,  m.ob.).  Up  to  2 Cackling  Geese  were  at 
Ascarate  L.,  El  Paso  1-30  Jan  (ph.  BZ,  m.ob,). 


Multiple  sightings  of  Tundra  Swans  were  noted 
in  n.-cen.  Texas,  including  32  in  Wichita  9 Dec 
(DBr,  LBr);  this  group  grew  to  48  by  14  Dec 
(EHa).  Others  were  found  all  the  way  to  cen. 
Texas,  with  2 at  Fort  Hood,  Bell  4-5  Dec  (RHo, 
GE),  another  at  Salt  L.,  Guadalupe  13  Dec-25 
Feb  (RKa,  EC,  m.ob.),  and  2 at  Georgetown, 
Williamson  16  Dec-21  Jan  Oekl,  ph.  m.ob.). 
A count  of  144  Wood  Ducks  at  Balmorhea  L,, 
Reeves  14  Jan  (ML)  probably  made  a regional 
record  tally  for  one  site.  A count  of  260  Mal- 
lards at  Beaumont,  Jefferson  16  Jan  (SM)  was 
excellent  for  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  (hereafter, 
U.T.C.).  A Mexican  Duck  at  Midland,  Midland 
21  Dec  (ph.  ML)  provided  a local  first.  Cin- 
namon Teal  were  widespread  on  the  U.T.C., 
with  a high  count  of  8 at  Brazoria  N.WR., 
Brazoria  1 Jan  (TFr).  An  extremely  high  count 
of  15,000  Green-winged  Teal  was  reported  at 
L.  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  18  Dec  (GCo,  BlC, 
MWe,  TDr).  Single  Surf  Scoters  were  reported 
at  Meadow  L.,  Williamson  10  Dec  (JeM),  South 
Padre  L,  Cameron  10  Dec  (MG),  Benbrook  L., 
Tarrant  1 1 Dec  (GCo,  SGI),  Hornsby  Bend,  Tra- 
vis 16  Dec  (ph.  KeA,  ph.  JHa,  CKH  et  al),  and 
L.  Tyler,  Smith  31  Dec  (JaB,  LBe,  ZAS).  Eleven 
Black  Scoters  were  counted  at  Crystal  Beach, 
Galveston  10  Dec  (ShC).  A high  count  of  271 
Hooded  Mergansers  was  noted  at  L.  Wichita, 
Wichita  10  Dec  (DBr,  LBr).  Common  Mergan- 
sers were  at  Round  Rock,  Williamson  4 Dec+ 
(ph.  TFe,  m.ob.),  L.  Wichita,  Wichita  10  Dec 
(DBr,  LBr),  and  Joe  Pool  L.,  Dallas  26  Dec 
(KN).  They  were  common  in  the  Tran-Pecos, 
with  2500  at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  18  Dec 
(BZ).  A Masked  Duck  was  shot  by  a hunter  sw. 
of  Port  Lavaca,  Calhoun  16  Jan  (ph.,  fide  KKr). 

Up  to  3 Red-throated  Loons  were  on  the  Van 
Zandt  side  of  L.  Tawakoni  10  Dec-8  Jan  (GCo, 
RKi  et  al.).  The  most  notable  Pacific  Loon 
was  at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  11  Dec  (AnH). 
Unexpected  was  a Least  Grebe  in  Bosque  12 
Eeb  (GCo,  SGI).  The  U.T.C.  had  its  best  win- 
ter ever,  with  23  individuals  from  eight  loca- 
tions; the  high  of  7 came  from  Beaumont, 
Jefferson  8 Jan-11  Feb  (SM  et  al.).  An  out-of- 
place  Horned  Grebe  was  on  the  Rio  Grande 
at  Anzalduas  County  Park,  Hidalgo  13-17  Feb 
(CSy,  TSet  al.).  Above-average  numbers  were 
noted  on  the  U.T.C. , with  a high  count  of  16  at 
the  Baytown,  Harris  4 Feb  (AW,  JR,  SO  et  al.). 
A Red-necked  Grebe  was  on  L.  O’The  Pines, 
Marion  27  Dec  (ph.,  tTFe).  Noteworthy  West- 
ern Grebes  included  singles  at  Joe  Pool  L.,  Dal- 
las 26  Nov-30  Dec  (KN),  L.  Kickapoo,  Archer 
26  Dec  (RRa),  and  4 that  wintered  at  L.  Casa 
Blanca,  Laredo,  Webb  (SFo,  RD),  Clark’s  Grebes 
were  at  Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  4 Dec  (BPi)  and 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  31  Dec  (AnH,  m.ob.). 
A Manx  Shearwater  was  studied  off  the  jetties 
in  Matagorda  Nature  Park,  Matagorda  19  Dec 


(tPHo).  An  ad.  female  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
at  the  Port  Aransas  jetties,  Nueces  9 Jan  (RKn) 
provided  a rare  mid-winter  record  for  the  state. 
A Tricolored  Heron  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Big  Bend  N.R,  Brewster  29  Dec  (fide  MF)  was 
unusual  for  winter.  Inland  Reddish  Egrets  in- 
cluded singles  at  Welch  Park,  Burleson  24  Dec 
(ph.  EC)  and  Oak  Point  Nature  Preserve,  Collin 
4-6  Eeb  (PAs).  A count  of  257  Black-crowned 
Night-Herons  at  Freeport,  Brazoria  12  Feb 
(RWe)  made  a high  winter  total. 

OSPREYTHROUGH  CRANES 

An  Osprey  at  L.  Meredith,  Hutchinson  12  Jan 
(BSu)  was  unexpected  in  the  Panhandle.  A 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  at  Galveston,  Galveston  28 
Feb  (BB)  ties  the  U.T.C.  spring  early  record.  A 
Bald  Eagle  was  at  the  May  Feed  Lot,  Atascosa 
29  Jan  (ph.  MK).  Harris’s  Hawks  put  in  a good 
U.T.C.  showing,  with  birds  seen  at  Friend- 
swood, Harris  6 Jan  QR),  the  Skillern  Tract  of 
Anahuac  N.WR.,  Chambers  8 Jan  (TFr),  and 
Beaumont,  Jefferson  12-28  Jan  (SM  et  al.).  A 
Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  at  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage, Big  Bend  N.P,  Brewster  29  Dec  (fide  MF). 
A Gray  Hawk  at  Del  Rio,  Val  Verde  was  seen 
sporadically  along  San  Felipe  Cr.  all  period 
(ph.  KG).  Imm.  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  at 
the  Skillern  Unit  of  Anahuac  N.WR.,  Cham- 
bers 16  Dec  (SM)  and  on  the  Armand  Bayou 
C.B.C.,  Harris  17  Dec.  Drifting  from  its  normal 
range,  an  ad.  White-tailed  Hawk  sailed  over 
the  turf  farms  along  the  Brazos  R.,  Burleson  17 
Dec  (CLi,  JGi  et  al.).  The  easternmost  Ferrugi- 
nous Hawks  were  found  on  the  Bolivar  Pen., 
Chambers  21  Dec,  along  Baethe  Rd.,  Waller 
22  Dec-30  Jan  (FC  et  al.),  and  near  Anahuac 
N.WR.,  Chambers  28  Feb  (AlC).  Rough-legged 
Hawks  at  Aransas  N.WR.,  Aransas  4 Dec  (ph. 
CB),  along  Hwy.  35  near  Cavazos  Cr.,  Aransas 
9 Dec+  (ph.  GCa,  WC,  m.ob.),  and  in  Calhoun 
12-18  Dec  (fide  BF)  were  exceptional.  Golden 
Eagles  were  se.  of  Hallettsville,  Lavaca  23  Dec 
(KH),  at  Bryan,  Brazos  31  Dec  (MM),  in  Live 
Oak  28  Jan  (WS),  and  at  Anahuac  N.WR.  area, 
Chambers  19  Dec-1 1 Feb  QWh,  ABe  et  al.).  An 
imm.  Aplomado  Falcon  was  photographed  at 
San  Bernard  N.WR.,  Brazoria  8 Jan  (ph.  JuB). 
Prairie  Falcons  were  found  e.  to  the  Live  Oak/ 
Atascosa  county  line  through  the  period  (WS, 
DMu)  and  on  the  Aransas  C.B.C.,  Refugio  21 
Dec  (PHo). 

A Black  Rail  at  the  Canyon  Lakes,  Lubbock 
17  Dec  (PK,  CG)  was  just  the  8th  for  the  South 
Plains.  A Common  Gallinule  at  Kurth  L.,  An- 
gelina 18  Sep-16  Jan  (LD,  CWe  et  al.)  was  a 
local  C.B.C.  first.  The  story  of  the  season  in 
cen.  Texas  was  the  presence  of  multiple  family 
groups  of  Whooping  Cranes  around  Granger 
L,  Williamson  (m.ob.).  Two  ads.  and  one  juv. 
first  seen  3 Dec  were  joined  by  2 more  ads. 
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vast  flocks  of  Cackling  and  Canada  Geese,  the  species  is  rarely  documented.  This  one  was  at  Canyon,  Tundra  Swans  made  a good  showing  in  Texas  in  winter  2011-201 2,  beginning  with  these 

Randall  County  1 (here  3)  February  2012  through  the  end  of  the  season.  Photograph  byBenp  Brooks,  two  at  Fort  Hood,  Coryell  County  4 (here)  and  5 December.  Photograph  by  Gil  Eckrkh. 


and  another  juv.  8 Dec.  One  of  the  juvs.  was 
banded  and  confirmed  to  have  been  present  at 
Aransas  N.WR.  earlier  in  the  season.  Another 
family  group  of  2 ads  and  one  juv.  was  found  in 
the  same  area  11  Feb,  with  all  3 families  being 
seen  until  3 Mar.  Another  wayward  Whooping 
Crane  was  seen  in  an  old  rice  field  near  Bay 
City,  Matagorda  5 Feb  (CA). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Inland  Black-bellied  Plovers  lingered  deep  into 
the  season,  with  up  to  7 on  L.  Buchanan,  Llano 
until  7 Jan  (TFe,  SV);  as  many  as  5 were  pres- 
ent around  Granger  L.,  Williamson  through  29 
Jan  (ByS,  TFe,  m.ob.);  and  2-3  were  present 
at  Union  Grove  WM.A.,  Bell  21  Jan-14  Feb 
(RP).  Extremely  late  American  Golden-Plovers 
were  at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  10  Dec  (GCo)  and 
San  Bernard  N.WR.,  Matagorda  16  Dec  (PHu, 
JSa).  A Snowy  Plover  was  a nice  winter  find 
at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  30  Dec  (GCo,  BIC).  A 
Semipalmated  Plover  at  Red  Bluff  Res.,  Reeves 

2 Dec  (DSh)  was  very  late. 

Mountain  Plovers  reports  e. 
of  normal  included  2 near 
the  Brazos  R.,  Burleson  27 
Dec  (ph.  AP),  24  in  Matago- 
rda 19  Dec  (ph.  CT,  BO),  and 
13  in  Refugio  21  Dec  (PHo). 

A late  Lesser  Yellowlegs  was 
at  Greenbelt  L. , Donley  4 Dec 
(BPi).  Very  unusual  for  n.- 
cen.  Texas,  18  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  found  in  Wil- 
barger 28  Jan  (RRa).  A tally 
of  43  Red  Knots  at  San  Luis 
Pass,  Galveston  1 Jan  (HS) 
was  a notable  winter  count.  A 
lingering  Pectoral  Sandpiper 
was  at  Galveston’s  East  Beach 

3 Dec  (ph.  EB,  BiT).  Single 
Purple  Sandpipers  were  at 


East  Beach,  Galveston  3-5  Dec  (tBiT,  ph.  EB), 
on  Eollett’s  L,  Brazoria  4 Jan  (ph.,  tJBu  et  al.) 
and  at  Port  Mansfield,  Willacy  23  Jan-5  Eeb 
(t,  ph.  CD,  DI,  SFi).  Two  Dunlins  were  at  Fort 
Hancock  Res.,  Hudspeth  20  Feb-3  Mar  QP). 
The  long-staying  Ruff  at  El  Franco  Lee  Park, 
Harris  was  seen  until  16  Dec  (m.ob.). 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  South  Padre 
L,  Gameron  9-24  Jan  (t,  ph.  PA,  RA).  Eleven 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  11 
Eeb  (ML)  was  a good  total  for  that  site.  Little 
Gulls  made  a great  showing  in  n.-cen.  Texas, 
including  one  at  L.  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  12 
Dec  (tCR),  up  to  3 at  White  Rock  L.,  Dallas 
13  Feb-r  (tCR),  one  at  the  Village  Creek  Dry- 
ing Beds,  Tarrant  28-29  Feb  (GCo,  m.ob.), 
and  another  at  Lake  Iowa  Park,  Wichita  26  Feb 
(tBSu).  Another  Little  Gull  at  L.  O’  the  Pines, 
Marion  7-15  Jan  (tDBr,  ph,  LBr,  m.ob.)  was 
exceptional  for  the  Pineywoods  region.  An  ad. 
Little  Gull  was  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  13-15 
Feb  (tJoM),  and  2 imms.  were  near- 


by 18  Feb-9  Mar  (tCM).  Unexpected  were  7 
Laughing  Gulls  at  Temple,  Bell  28-29  Feb  (RP). 
Out-of-season  Franklin’s  Gulls  included  sin- 
gles at  L.  Tawakoni,  Rains  2 Dec  (CR),  L.  O’  the 
Pines,  Marion  28  Dec-7  Jan  (TFe,  PBa  et  al.), 
Lynchburg  Ferry,  Harris  23  Jan  (AW),  and  Bay- 
land  Park,  Harris  5 Feb  (BiT,  EB).  A first-cycle 
California  Gull  was  at  White  Rock  L.,  Dallas  26 
Feb  (RRa),  A Thayer’s  Gull  was  a nice  find  at  L. 
Ray  Hubbard,  Rockwall/Dallas  17-18  Feb  (RRa, 
GCo  et  al.).  Another  Thayer’s  photographed  at 
L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustitie  19  Feb  (DWo, 
MHW)  was  one  of  few  confirmed  records  for 
the  Pineywoods.  As  many  as  6 Thayer’s  Gulls 
were  present  m s.  Brazoria  this  winter  (RWe  et 
al.).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos  included  one  at  Fort  Hancock  Res.,  Hud- 
speth 18  Dec  (ph.  JP)  and  another  at  Balmorhea 
L.,  Reeves  13-14  Jan  (BrT,  ph.  ML).  A Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  at  Southeast  Park,  Randall 
13-28  Jan  (AnH,  m.ob.)  and  another  at  L.  Mer- 


Reddish  Egret  is  a very  rare  visitor  to  north-central  Texas,  where  one  was 
found  in  autumn  2011,  which  led  to  speculation  that  the  bird  present  at 
Oak  Point  Nature  Preserve,  Collin  County  4-6  (here  4)  February  2012  might 
be  the  same  individual.  Photograph  by  Peter  Assmann. 


Oneofthemore  unexpected  discoveries  in  South  Texas  was  the  presence  of  at 
least  two  Rough-legged  Hawks  in  winter  201 1 -201 2.  The  first  was  discovered  at 
Aransas  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Aransas  County  3 December  (here)  and  it  (or 
another)  was  present  nearby  during  the  month.  Photograph  by  Cissy  Beasley. 


VOLUME  66  (2012)  • NUMBER  2 


311 


TEXAS 


The  well-documented  movement  of  Snowy  Owls  into  the  lower  48  United  States 
extended  into  north-central  Texas.  This  first-winter  female  was  at  Lake  Ray  Hubbard, 
Rockwall  County  11-19  (here  16)  February  2012.  This  individual  had  apparently  been 
present  since  late  January.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Strange. 


There  has  been  an  obvious  uptick  in  the  occurrence  of 
Violet-crowned  Hummingbirds  in  Texas,  starting  in  2007.  This 
individual  was  in  the  Christmas  Mountains,  Brewster  County  1-6 
(here  1)  December  201 2.  Photograph  by  Carolyn  OhI-Johnson. 

edith,  Hutchinson  14-28  Jan  (BPi,  m.ob.)  made 
exceptional  Panhandle  records.  Large  numbers 
of  this  European  species  are  now  wintering 
along  the  U.T.C.,  including  an  estimated  75 
in  Brazoria  3 Feb  (RWe).  A possible  first-cycle 
Slaty-backed  Gull  was  photographed  on  Mus- 
tang I.,  Nueces  23  Feb  (ph.  JoM)  and  again  near 
Packery  Channel  26  Feb  (CT).  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  reported  from  widely  scattered  locations, 
including  Lubbock,  Lubbock  18  Jan-19  Feb 
(StC,  m.ob.,  ph.)  and  Tyson  L.,  Potter  28  Jan 
(BPi),  near  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso 
1 Feb  (CJG,  ph.  DSi),  and  in  ArcTicrAVichiia  19 
Feb  (GCo,  SGI,  DMo).  As  many  as  4 Glaucous 
Gulls  were  found  on  the  U.T.C.  this  winter.  A 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  photographed  on 


Follett’s  L,  Brazoria  21  Jan 
(ph.-,  tRWe,  TaF  et  ah). 

DOVES THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

White-winged  Doves  win- 
tered in  Nacogdoches  15  Dec-i- 
(DWo,  CWe)  and  continued 
a significant  winter  presence 
in  Smith  (fide  PBa).  Amaz- 
ingly, multiple  sightings  of 
Snowy  Owls  occurred  in 
n.-cen.  Texas  in  Feb.  The 
first  was  at  L.  Ray  Hubbard, 
Rockwall  11  Feb  (DR);  this 
individual  was  reportedly 
present  for  two  and  a half 
weeks  prior  to  that  date  and 
lingered  until  19  Feb  to  be- 
come the  states  6th  record. 
Another  Snowy  Owl  was 
documented  in  downtown 
Dallas,  Dallas  26  Feb  (ph.  AnC,  TiF).  Burrow- 
ing Owl  was  a great  find  in  se.  Dallas  2 Dec-27 
Feb  (DHa,  m.ob.).  Lingering  Common  Night- 
hawks  were  reported  from  Austin,  Travis  1 7 Dec 
(JaM),  nw.  San  Antonio,  Bexar  19  Dec  (ShC), 
and  Bryan,  Brazos  23  Dec  (CLi).  A Violet- 
crowned  Hummingbird  visited  the  Christmas 
Mts.,  Brewster  1-6  Dec  (ph.,  tCOJ).  A Black- 
chinned  Hummingbird  from  fall  was  still  pres- 
ent at  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  22  Jan  (JSh, 
MoS).  The  Anna’s  Hummingbird  invasion  from 
fall  continued  into  winter,  with  scattered  sight- 
ings from  more  than  30  Texas  counties,  includ- 
ing one  at  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  through 
29  Dec  (TB,  ph.  VB  et  ah).  Multiple  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbirds  were  reported  from  over 
12  U.T.C.  locations,  with  a peak  count  of  3 at 
Houston,  Harris  5-17  Feb  (SO  et  ah).  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbirds  made  a decent  showing 
m cen.  Texas;  reports  came  from  Bexar  (m.ob.), 
Travis  (TE,  AJ),  and  Blanco  (LL).  Three  Allen's 
Hummingbirds  in  the  Trans-Pecos  (all  b.)  in- 
cluded one  at  Marathon,  Brewster  7 Dec-r  (HT, 
MY)  and  2 at  Alpine,  Brewster  through  most  of 
the  period  (COJ).  Allen’s  were  reported  from 
at  least  six  U.T.C.  locations,  including  one  at 
Nederland,  Je/jfcrson  27  Dec-r  QWh  et  ah).  Two 
Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  were  near  Independence 
Creek  Preserve,  Tencll  1 Jan-i-  (HG,  DaH,  RM). 
A cooperative  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  lingered  at 
Junction,  Kimble  5 Jan-i-  (RHe,  m.ob.).  Westerly 
Red-headed  Woodpeckers  included  singles  at 
Dalhart,  Hartley  15  Jan  (BSu)  and  at  Kermit, 
Winkler  25  Feb  (AnH).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker 
at  Independence  Creek  Preserve,  Terrell  1-6 
Jan  (HG,  DaH,  RM)  was  unexpected.  A pair  of 
Acorn  Woodpeckers  was  n.  of  Junction,  Kimble 
5 Dec-t  (THa,  JuH),  while  another  was  at  Gar- 
ner S.P,  Uvalde  11  Feb  (ph.  SR).  A Red-bellied 


Woodpecker  along  the  Canyon  L.,  Lubbock  17  i 
Dec  (PK,  CG)  was  far  w.  of  the  species’  typical 
wanderings,  while  another  at  Pollywog  Pond  ; 
17  Jan-f  provided  for  a first  Nueces  record  (LJ,  ? 
ArC,  MC).  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  con- 
tinues to  expand  eastward  into  the  U.T.C.  as 
evidenced  by  birds  at  four  different  locations 
during  the  Freeport  C.B.C.,  Brazoria  18  Dec.  A 
Hairy  Woodpecker  near  Spur,  Dickens  31  Dec 
(AvH,  AnH)  was  noteworthy. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A Hammond’s  Flycatcher  was  at  South  Padre  L, 
Cameron  7-12  Dec  (ph.  DJ).  A Black  Phoebe  at 
Salado  Creek,  Bell  17-21  Dec  (RP,  m.ob.)  pro- 
vided a county  first.  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  16  Jan-29  ; 
Feb  QSp).  Say’s  Phoebes  wintering  e.  of  normal  I 
range  were  at  Cooper  L.,  Delta  2 Dec  (MWh, 

RT)  and  near  Allen  Farm,  Brazos  29  Dec  (ph.  il 
BrT).  Say’s  Phoebes  wintered  on  the  U.T.C.  i 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years.  Birds  were  lo-  ' 
cated  at  Paul  Rushing  Park,  Harris  through  7 
Jan  (DDi,  JHi),  at  and  near  El  Eranco  Lee  Park,  ' 
Harris  (m.ob.),  at  Anahuac  N.WR.,  Chambers  ■ 
(m.ob.),  at  San  Bernard  N.WR.,  Brazotia  16 
Dec+  (m.ob.),  and  Bridgeland,  Harris  1 Jan 
(MiK,  SK,  KKo).  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers 
were  present  at  the  Sabal  Palm  Preserve,  Cam- 
eron 18  Dec+  (DJ  et  al.)  and  at  Estero  Llano 
Grande  S.P,  Hidalgo  23-24  Feb  (tm.ob.).  The 
highlight  of  the  season  was  a Nutting’s  Fly- 
catcher at  Santa  Elena  Canyon,  Big  Bend  N.P, 
Brewster  31  Dec-1 1 Jan  (ph.,  tBPe,  DB,  m.ob.), 
providing  a first  state  record.  A Brown-crested 
Flycatcher  was  noteworthy  at  San  Bernard 
N.WR.,  Brazoria  16  Dec-1  Jan  (DPe  et  ah). 

The  Tropical  Kingbird  pair  discovered  last  year 
spent  the  winter  on  the  Texas  A&M  campus 
at  Galveston  (m.ob.),  while  Couch’s  Kingbirds 
were  reported  from  widely  scattered  U.T.C. 
locations  throughout  the  season.  Noteworthy 
were  Western  Kingbirds  at  Salineno,  Starr  4 
Dec  (ph.  MBS),  at  Pollywog  Pond,  Nueces  13 
Dec  (LJ,  MC),  and  on  the  Galveston  C.B.C.  20 
Dec  (RCl).  The  Rose-throated  Becard  found  in 
the  fall  lingered  throughout  the  winter  at  Es- 
tero Llano  Grande  S.P,  Hidalgo  (MiR  et  ah), 
while  one  visited  Salineno,  Starr  7 Jan  (ph.  PA, 

RA).  Good  numbers  of  Northern  Shrikes  were  j 
found  in  the  Panhandle  (BPi  et  ah),  while  one 
s.  of  Lubbock,  Lubbock  16  Jan  (DSa)  was  far  ! 
more  unusual.  A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Starr  County  ' 
Park,  Starr  3 1 Dec  (MG)  provided  a rare  win- 
ter record.  A Plumbeous  Vireo  wintered  in 
Corpus  Christi,  Nueces  (MC  et  al).  A Cassin’s 
Vireo  from  the  fall  at  Damon.  Brazoria  was  still 
present  2 Dec  (JFi  et  al.).  A Blue-headed  Vireo 
was  at  El  Paso,  El  Paso  25  Nov-12  Dec  (ph.  I 
BZ).  Hutton’s  Vireos  pushing  their  easterly  lim-  [ 
its  were  near  Cibolo,  Guadalupe  1-2  Dec  (ph.  , 


SPK),  McKinney  Falls  S.E,  Travis  17-22  Dec 
(CWa,  m.ob.),  Balcones  Canyonlands  N.WR., 
Burnet  19  Dec  (BRe),  Blunn  Creek  Preserve, 
Travis  4-7  Jan  (MRo,  m.ob.),  and  a first  Bell  re- 
cord at  Belton  L.  31  Jan-2  Feb  (RP,  ph.  GE). 
Most  unexpected  was  a well-described  War- 
bling Vireo  at  Cullinan  Park,  Fort  Bend  6 Feb 
(MW).  Two  Brown  Jays  visited  feeders  at  Sa- 
lineno,  Starr  3 Dec+  (CLo,  tTDa  et  al).  Fish 
Crow  numbers  continue  to  grow  in  parts  of 
Houston,  Harris,  as  evidenced  by  a count  of  67 
at  the  Atascocita  Landfill  28  Dec  (HS).  Up  to 
4 Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  lingered 
at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands  Park,  El  Paso  through 
14  Dec  QGr,  JSp).  A Cave  Swallow  was  sighted 
several  times  in  w.  El  Paso,  El  Paso  21  Dec- 
13  Jan  QP,  BZ).  Five  very  late  Barn  Swallows 
were  at  John  Bunker  Sands  Wetland  Center, 
Kaufman  3 Dec  (GCo). 

PARIDS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Three  Mountain  Chickadees  were  at  Fort 
Hancock,  Hudspeth  18  Dec  (ph.  JP).  Brown 
Creepers  were  unusually  common  in  the  se. 
quadrant  of  the  state,  including  a high  count 
of  1 1 at  a single  location  near  Elgin,  Bastrop  3 
Dec  (BF).  Single  Brown  Creepers  near  McNary, 
Hudspeth  18  Dec  (BZ)  and  at  Fort  Stockton, 
Pecos  17  Feb  (CSe)  were  in  unexpected  loca- 
tions. A single  Rock  Wren  was  in  Somervell  12 
Feb  (GCo,  SGI).  Six  Western  Bluebirds  pushed 
their  way  eastward  to  Balcones  Canyonlands 
N.WR.,  Burnet  28  Jan  (BRe  et  al),  and  8 were 
also  noted  at  San  Antonio,  Bexar  22  Feb+ 
(MaR,  m.ob.).  Mountain  Bluebirds  made  an 
impressive  showing  in  n.-cen.  Texas,  with  re- 
ports from  nine  counties,  most  notably  2 near 
Cooper  L.,  Delta  2 Dec  (MWh,  RT).  Mountain 
Bluebirds  were  also  in  cen.  Texas,  with  a high 
count  of  40  at  Balcones  Canyonlands  N.WR., 
Burnet  19  Dec-12  Feb  (m.ob.).  In  South  Texas, 
a flock  of  25  was  in  La  Salle  7-15  Jan  QMu), 
while  up  to  12  wintered  near  Three  Rivers,  Live 
Oak  (WS)  and  one  spent  the  season  at  Santa 
Ana  N.WR.,  Hidalgo  (m.ob,).  Townsends  Soli- 
taires were  out  of  range  at  L.  Belton,  Bell  31  Jan 
(RP)  and  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  24-31  Dec  (ph. 
JoM).  A lingering  Swainsons  Thrush  was  last 
seen  at  Port  Aransas,  Nueces  26  Dec  (ph.  WS). 
A Wood  Thrush  near  Fischer,  Comal  28  Jan 
QCr)  was  exceptional,  and  one  at  Lufkin,  Ange- 
lina 29  Feb  QWi)  was  about  two  weeks  ahead 
of  normal  arrival.  A Clay-colored  Thrush  was 
seen  sporadically  at  Pollywog  Pond,  Nueces 
into  Jan.  (LJ),  but  more  unexpected  was  one 
at  Cook’s  Slough,  Lfvalde  11  Feb  (MiH).  The 
eastern  invasion  of  Sage  Thrashers  from  the 
fall  continued  into  the  winter,  although  it  ta- 
pered off.  The  thrashers  continued  to  be  found 
through  the  e.  half  of  the  state,  and  high  num- 
bers lingered  in  n.-cen.  and  cen.  Texas.  On 
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This  adult  male  Hermit  Warbler  at  Belton,  Bell  County  10  (here)  and  1 1 December 
201 1 was  an  astounding  discovery  in  central  Texas,  where  there  are  very  few 
records,  much  less  records  from  winter.  Photograph  by  CilEctkh. 


the  fringes  of  this  invasion  were 
singles  in  Brazos  8 Jan  (ph.  RL, 

SUi),  at  the  Laas  Ranch,  Waller 
lingering  until  7 Jan  (HL),  and 
in  Grimes  28-29  Jan  (DBr,  LBr, 

ShW).  A Long-billed  Thrasher 
at  McKinney  Falls  S.P,  Travis  17 
Dec  (CWa,  ph.  SR)  was  a bit  n. 
of  the  species’  expected  range.  A 
Crissal  Thrasher  at  Independence 
Creek  Preserve,  Teirell  1-6  Jan 
(HG,  DaH,  RM)  was  at  the  e.  edge 
of  its  range.  A Sprague’s  Pipit  was 
at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  11  Dec 
(AnH). 

Lapland  Longspurs  made  a 
strong  showing  in  the  e.  half  of 
the  state.  Up  to  3 were  noteworthy  at  High- 
lands, Harris  17  Dec-8  Jan  QO,  JR,  DSa  et  al), 
as  were  3 near  Shiro,  Grimes  28  Dec  (ErH,  ElH, 
JBa),  3 at  Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  28  Jan 
(DWo,  MHW  et  al),  and  an  exceptional  94  on 
the  Cypress  Creek  C.B.C.,  Harris/Waller  1 Jan 
(m.ob.).  More  surprising  were  2 near  Mara- 
thon, Brewster  2 Dec  (HT,  MY).  A high  count  of 
950  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  came  from 
the  Wilbarger  Airport,  Wilbarger  10  Dec  (DBr, 
LBr).  Smith’s  Longspurs  made  their  way  to  the 
coast,  where  one  was  present  at  Port  O’Connor, 
Calhoun  17-19  Jan  (BF,  PHo),  and  as  many  as  9 
were  at  Highlands,  Harris  21  Dec-30  Jan  (CtL, 
MaK  et  al).  Small  flocks  of  McCown’s  Long- 
spurs visited  the  Brazos  R.  bottoms,  Burleson/ 
Brazos  15  Dec-r  (LH,  JoH,  ph.  ShW,  ph.  AP, 
m.ob.).  Up  to  3 McCown’s  Longspurs  were  at 
Highlands,  Harris  27  Dec-8  Jan  (ph,  JR,  ph. 
GL,  KH,  DDo  et  al). 

An  Ovenbird  overwintered  at  Blucher  Park, 
Nueces  (m.ob.).  A Louisiana  Waterthrush  was 
at  Seguin,  Guadalupe  9-16  Jan  (DMu,  ph.  WS), 
marking  its  3rd  consecutive  winter  at  that  loca- 
tion. Northern  Waterthrushes  were  near  Harris 
Res.,  Brazoria  31  Dec  (RWe,  DPI)  and  at  Brazos 
Bend  S.P,  Fort  Bend  17  Dec  and  17  Jan  QO).  An 
American  Redstart  was  at  Missouri  City,  Fort 
Bend  21  Dec  (RO)  was  a nice  find.  Northern 
Parulas  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Big  Bend  N.P., 
Brewster  30  Dec-31  Jan  (DB,  BPe  et  al.)  and  at 
Fort  Clark,  Kinney  28  Dec  (ph.  BrC)  provided 
unexpected  winter  records.  A Tropical  Parula 
was  present  at  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  16  Feb+ 
(KWi,  RWi,  RWe  et  al).  A male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston 
4 Dec  (ph.,  EK),  A Yellow-throated  Warbler 
was  at  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  8 Jan+  (ph.  JaH, 
JH  et  al).  Prairie  Warblers  were  at  Anahauc 
N.WR.,  Chambers  21  Dec  (DSa,  MD)  and  in 
Houston,  Harris  18  Feb  (BH,  TeH),  but  much 
more  unexpected  was  one  at  the  Medina  River 
Natural  Area,  Bexar  27  Dec+  (ph.  MaH,  m.ob.). 
A Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  near  Buffalo 


Gap,  Taylor  29  Feb  (MSp)  was  a good  find.  A 
highlight  of  the  season  was  a Hermit  Warbler 
at  Killeen,  Bell  10-11  Dec  (ph.  GE),  one  of 
very  few  records  for  cen.  Texas.  The  Golden- 
crowned  Warbler  near  Mission,  Hidalgo  that 
was  found  in  Nov  lingered  until  22  Dec  (DDa); 
another  was  at  Frontera  Audubon,  Weslaco, 
Hidalgo  17  Dec-4  Mar  (SD,  tME,  DMo).  A Wil- 
son’s Warbler  in  Brenham,  Washington  14  Feb 
(DV)  was  probably  an  undetected  winterer. 
A Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  at  Lafitte’s  Cove, 
Galveston  21  Dec  (DPe). 

SEEDEATERS THROUGH  FINCHES 

At  least  3 White-collared  Seedeaters  were  at 
Del  Rio,  Val  Verde  all  period  (ph.  KG).  Green- 
tailed Towhees  continued  to  be  found  e.  of 
typical  range  during  the  season,  including  one 
near  Cleburne,  Johnson  6 Dec  (ph.  MR)  and 
one  at  the  Fort  Worth  Nature  Center,  Tarrant 
8 Jan  (CaC,  CrC).  A high  count  of  9 at  Da- 
mon, Brazoria  1 1 Dec  (JFi)  typified  the  incur- 
sion on  the  U.T.C.  Spotted  Towhees  were  also 
reported  from  virtually  all  counties  in  the  oak 
and  prairies  region  and  the  U.T.C.  A Rufous- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Houston,  Harris  29  Dec-i 
(ph.  PS  et  al.)  was  just  the  3rd  for  the  U.T.C. 
An  American  Tree  Sparrow  was  studied  closely 
at  Hagerman  N.WR.,  Grayson  13  Dec  QCh, 
m.ob.).  Out-of-season  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  noted  in  s.  Brazos  10  Dec  (BrT)  and  at 
tbe  Fort  Worth  Nature  Center,  Tarrant  8 Jan 
(ph.  CaC,  CrC).  Lingering  Brewer’s  Sparrows 
included  5 at  Greenbelt  L.,  Donley  4 Dec  (BPi) 
and  one  in  Live  Oak  12  Dec  (ph.  WS).  Rarer 
still  were  Brewer’s  Sparrows  near  Vernon,  Wil- 
barger 26  Dec  and  21  Jan  (GCo,  BlC,  EW),  2 at 
the  Medina  River  Natural  Area,  Bexar  27  Dec- 
21  Jan  (MaH,  m.ob.),  and  one  near  Yorktown, 
Dewitt  9-28  Feb  (DMu).  Quite  unexpected  and 
a first  for  n.-cen.  Texas  was  a Sage  Sparrow 
seen  26  Dec  and  21  Jan  in  Wilbarger  (ph.  GCo, 
BlC,  EW).  Lark  Buntings  drifting  eastward  m 
the  fall  continued  to  be  reported  this  season, 
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Amazingly,  four  Common  Redpolls  were  documented  in 
Texas  in  winter  201 1 -2012,  three  from  north-central  Texas 
and  one  from  the  Piney  woods.  This  male  was  at  Colieyville, 
Tarrant  County  29  (here  30)  January  through  1 February  2012. 
Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 

with  big  numbers  tallies  on  the  U.T.C.  high- 
lighted by  TOO  in  w.  Waller  31  Dec  (HL)  and 
150  along  FM  3013  in  Austin  7 Jan  (TZ,  DV); 
one  m Brazos  12  Dec  (ToH,  BrT)  provided  a 
county  first.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  found  in 
above-average  numbers  in  the  ne.  portion  of 
the  state  s.  through  the  oak  and  prairies  re- 
gion, Unprecedented  numbers  were  noted  in 
the  s.  counties  in  the  latter  region  southward 
to  the  immediate  coast.  Out  west,  single  Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  were  present  at  Alpine,  Brewster 
through  20  Jan  (ML)  and  at  Marathon,  Brewster 
22  Dec-7  Feb  (ph.  MY). 

A Summer  Tanager  was  at  Nacogdoches,  Na- 
cogdoches 30  Jan-17  Feb  (ph.  DWa),  and  a male 
Scarlet  Tanager  was  at  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria 
18-23  Jan  (ph.  KWi  et  ah).  As  is  often  the  case, 
a few  Western  Tanagers  were  found  in  the  east, 
including  singles  near  Sealy  Austin  30  Dec-13 
Jan  (ph.  PBe),  at  New  Caney  Montgomery  5-14 
Dec  (KY,  ph.  JSc),  at  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  12- 
18  Feb  (ph.  KWi,  RWi  et  ah),  and  at  Houston, 
Harris  5 Jan-19  Feb  (TK).  Crimson-collared 
Grosbeaks  were  again  found  in  South  Texas, 
with  singles  at  Pharr,  Hidalgo  7 Dec-28  Feb 
(m.ob.),  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary,  Cameron  15 
Dec-16  Jan  (fide  JPa,  tDJ),  Laredo,  Webb  16 
Dec  (tED),  and  Mission,  Hidalgo  18-23  Dec 
(DDa,  +ME).  A Pyrrhuloxia  at  Washington-on- 
the-Brazos,  Waslmgton  11  Feb  (tLSa,  BrC,  BN) 
was  part  of  an  eastward  push  that  also  brought 
birds  to  Brazoria,  Galveston,  Harris,  and  Waller. 
A female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  12  Dec  (ph.  JKi,  KKi)  was  a remarkable 
find.  A male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  was  pres- 
ent at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  28  Dec-15  Jan 
(BD,  AAO  et  al,),  A Blue  Bunting  was  present 
near  Bentsen  S.P.,  Hidalgo  4-5  Jan  (fide  MG).  A 
Blue  Grosbeak  at  Surfside,  Brazoria  28  Jan-9 
Feb  (NR  et  al.)  constituted  a very  rare  late  win- 
ter record  for  the  U.T.C.  Indigo  Bunting  were 


found  well  n.  of  normal,  with  singles  at  Tyler, 
Smith  11  Dec  (BSa),  Chappell  Hill,  Washington 
9 Jan-8  Feb  (DV),  and  near  Cedar  Creek,  Bas- 
trop 30  Jan-5  Feb  (IL,  CiL).  Mid-winter  Painted 
Buntings  always  make  news;  this  season,  up  to 
2 were  at  Beaumont,  Jefferson  4-21  Jan  (ABa), 
one  at  Sugar  Land,  Fort  Bend  13-16  Jan  (MSc), 
one  at  Lake  Jackson,  Brazoria  mid-Jan-13  Feb 
(KWi  et  al.),  and  one  at  Lafitte’s  Cove,  Galveston 

30  Jan  (DwL).  Lingering  Dickcissels  included 
singles  in  Ellis  10  Dec  (TDr),  in  Collin  26  Dec 
(DLi),  and  on  the  Brazoria  C.B.C.,  Brazoria  31 
Dec  (BO). 

Western  Meadowlarks  made  a good  show- 
ing in  ne.  Texas,  with  sightings  in  Hunt,  Nacog- 
doches, Red  River,  Smith,  and  Titus  31  Dec-25 
Feb  (m.ob.).  A high  winter  count  of  12  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbirds  were  at  the  Seabreeze 
Landfill,  Br'azoria  3 Feb  (RWe  et  ah).  Rusty 
Blackbirds  made  the  best  showing  in  Texas  in 
several  years;  good  concentrations  included 
700  in  Gregg  6 Dec  (LP),  100  at  El  Franco 
Lee  Park,  Harris  9 Dec  (SLo),  and  up  to  50  at 
Temple,  Bell  throughout  the  season  (RP).  More 
unexpected  was  one  at  Alpine,  Brewster  2-16 
Feb  (ph.  COJ).  Counts  of  3000  Brewer’s  Black- 
birds along  Hebert  Rd.,  Waller  8 Dec  QKe) 
and  4000  along  FM  359,  Waller  20  Feb  (HL) 
were  impressive.  Fifty  Common  Crackles  were 
at  Laredo,  Webb  29  Feb  (RD)  and  7 at  Alpine, 
Brewster  5 Feb+  (ML).  Bronzed  Cowbird  is  not 
typically  reported  m the  Trans-Pecos  in  win- 
ter, so  one  at  Marathon,  Brewster  2 Dec  (MY) 
and  2 at  Alpine,  Brewster  2-16  Feb  (COJ)  were 
unusual.  The  Black-vented  Oriole  returned 
to  Bentsen  S.P  this  fall  and  lingered  until  10 
Jan  (SS  et  ah).  A male  Bullock’s  Oriole  was  on 
w.  Galveston  L,  Galveston  2 Jan-21  Feb  (ph. 
BD,  AAO,  DPe).  Audubon’s  Orioles  continue  to 
push  northward,  with  1-2  at  Kerrvllle,  Kerr  20- 
28  Dec  (ph.  CaJ,  CyJ)  and  another  1-2  about  8 
km  n.  of  Boerne,  Kendall  19-25  Jan  (ph.  DPa). 
A Baltimore  Oriole  was  inland  at  Bryan,  Brazos 

31  Dec-9  Jan  (ph.  MJ).  A Scott’s  Oriole  visited 
feeders  at  Cypress  Mill,  Blanco  2 Jan  (ph.  DCa). 

Purple  Finches  w.  of  typical  range  included 
singles  at  Medina  River  Natural  Area,  Bexar 
27  Dec  (MaH),  South  Llano  River  S.P.,  Kimble 
6-11  Feb  (ph.  LSc,  MKo,  DLe),  and  Levelland, 
Hockley  13  Feb  (ph.,  LSm).  A Cassin’s  Finch 
at  Muleshoe  N.WR.,  Bailey  18  Dec  (CaC,  CrC) 
was  a very  nice  find.  Astounding  this  season 
were  single  Common  Redpolls  at  Central 
Heights,  Nacogdoches  30  Jan-21  Feb  (ph., 
tDWo,  JFa,  ph.  LSt,  m.ob.),  at  Lake  Bridge- 
port, Wise  10-19  Feb  (ph.  MaS),  and  at  Fort 
Worth,  Tarrant,  where  different  individuals 
were  documented  7-10  Jan  (ph.  StW)  and  29 
Jan-1  Feb  (ph.  BaT,  m.ob.).  Lesser  Goldfinch- 
es also  pushed  eastward,  most  notably  3 at 
Galveston,  Galveston  13  Dec-20  Feb  (SGr,  TZ 


et  ah),  up  to  12  at  Fort  Worth,  Tarrant  1 Jan+ 
(RCh),  one  at  Houston,  Harris  12-22  Jan  (CoL, 

SO,  AW  et  ah),  up  to  5 at  L.  Waco,  McLennan 
6-23  Jan  (ph.  BRa),  and  2 near  Waco,  McLen- 
nan 26  Feb  (DCo). 
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vaty,  Cindy  Layton  (CiL),  Ian  Layton,  Cin-ty 
Lee  (CtL),  Donna  Lehr  (DLe),  Cathy  Liles  (CLi), 
Leslie  Linehan,  Doug  Lister  (DLi),  Dwayne  Li- 
teer  (DwL),  Mark  Lockwood,  Cheryl  Longton 
(CLo),  Stephan  Lorenz  (SLo),  Mike  Manson, 
John  Mariani  QMa),  Steve  Mayes,  Jake  McCum- 
ber  QaM),  Robert  McCurdy,  Nathan  McGowan, 
Connie  McIntyre,  Jeff  McIntyre  0cM)>  Jon 
McIntyre  QoM),  Florence  Merrill,  Kathy  Mer- 
ritt, Darlene  Moore  (DMo),  Jeff  Mundy  QMu), 
Derek  Muschalek  (DMu),  Ken  Nanney,  Bruce 
Neville,  John  O’Brien,  Alice  Ann  O’Donell 


(AAO),  Carolyn  Ohl-Johnson  (COJ),  Robert 
Opperman,  Brent  Ortego,  Sue  Orwig,  Greg 
Page,  Dick  Park  (DPa),  Jim  Paton  (Trans-Pe- 
cos: 4325  Boy  Scout  Lane,  El  Paso,  TX  79922. 
email:  jnpaton@att.net),  Alton  Patton,  Jimmy 
Paz  QPa),  Dick  Peake  (DPe),  Brandon  Percival 
(BPe),  Barrett  Pierce  (BPi),  Randy  Pinkston, 
David  Plunkett  (DPI),  Linda  Price,  Nina  Rach, 
Stephen  Ramirez,  Ross  Rasmussen  (RRa),  Janet 
Rathjen,  Bill  Ravenscroft  (BRa),  Maria  Redwine, 
Martin  Reid  (MaR),  Bill  Reiner  (BRe),  David 
Renfro,  Michael  Retter  (MiR),  Ross  Rickett 
(RRi),  Mike  Rogan  (MRo),  Chris  Runk,  Jenni- 
fer Sanchez  QSa),  Boyd  Sanders  (BSa),  Laura 
Sare  (LSa),  David  Sarkozi  (DSa),  Lynne  Schaf- 
fer (LSc),  Mark  Scheuerman  (MSc),  Jeanne 
Schneider  QSc),  Willie  Sekula  (South  Texas: 
7063  Co.  Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627. 
email:  wsekula@COPPER.NET),  Paul  Sellin, 
Chuck  Sexton  (CSe),  Julie  Shackelford  QSh), 
Dennis  Shepler  (DSh),  Sarah  Shong,  Donna 
Simonetti  (DSi),  Howard  Smith,  Leanna  Smith 
(LSm),  Mari  Smith  (MaS),  Molly  Smith  (MoS), 
Michael  Speegle  (MSp),  John  Sproul  QSp),  Les 
Stewart  (LSt),  Zoe  Ann  Stinchcomb  (ZAS),  Bob 
Stone  (BoS),  Byron  Stone  (ByS),  Mary  Beth 


Stowe  (MBS),  Brady  Surber  (BSu),  Carol  Sykes 
(CSy),  Tom  Sykes,  Bill  Tarbox  (BiT),  Bryan 
Tarbox  (BrT),  Clay  Taylor,  Samantha  Tessner, 
John  Tharp,  Barbara  Tompkins  (BaT),  Randy 
Treadway,  Heidi  Trudell,  Stan  "VanSandt,  Dar- 
rell 'Vollert,  Diana  Walker  (DWa),  Kelly  Walker 
(KWa),  Chris  Warren  (CWa),  Mike  Wease 
(MWe),  Ron  Weeks  (RWe)  (U.T.C.:  110  Indian 
Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566.  email:  ron- 
weeks@sbcglobal.net),  Carol  Wells  (CWe),  Ed 
Wetzel,  Marcus  Wheeler,  Matt  White  (MWh), 
John  Whittle  QWh),  Shirley  Wilkerson  (ShW), 
Stuart  Willmott  (StW),  Jack  Windsor  QWi), 
Keith  Wise  (KWi),  Robin  Wise  (RWi),  David 
Wolf  (DWo),  Mimi  Hoppe  Wolf  (MHW),  Adam 
Wood,  Kathleen  Ybafiez,  Matt  York,  Teri  Zam- 
bon,  Barry  Zimmer.  O 


Mark  W.  Lockwoed,  402  East  Harriet  Avenue, 

Alpine,  Texas  79830  (mark.lockwoodiatpwd.state.tx.us) 
Erie  Carpenter,  5604  Southwest  Parkway  #2222, 
Austin,  Texas  78735  (ecarpeiagmail.com) 

Randy  Pinkston,  3505  Hemlock  Court, 

Temple,  Texas  76502,  (drpinkstonrSsbcglobal.net) 

Ron  Weeks,  1 1 0 Indian  Warrior, 

Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566,  (ronweeks(S)sbcglobal.net). 


Colorado  & Wyoming  I 


Tony  Leukering  (non-passerines) 
Steven  G.  Mlodinow  (passerines) 


Though  the  season  began  abnormally 
cold,  the  Region  experienced  generally 
near-normal  precipitation  and  tempera- 
tures overall.  Both  states  enjoyed  at  least  above- 
normal  temperatures  during  January,  with  all  of 
eastern  Colorado,  most  of  western  Wyoming, 
and  the  Belle  Fourche  drainage  in  northeastern 
Wyoming  experiencing  much-above-normal 
temperatures.  Precipitation  in  both  the  Belle 


Fourche  and  South  Platte  drainages  was  much 
above  normal,  with  the  Belle  Fourche  having 
its  wettest  Febmary  on  record.  Conversely,  the 
Yellowstone  drainage  experienced  its  driest 
January  ever.  The  above-normal  precipitation 
in  southeastern  Colorado  was  particularly  ap- 
preciated and  continued  that  area’s  recovery 
from  extreme  drought. 

The  generally  warm  season  encouraged  an 
incredible  number  and  diversity  of  waterbirds 
to  overwinter,  particularly  in  Colorado,  with 
record-high  abundance  of  Ruddy  Duck,  grebes, 
American  Coot,  and  California  Gull.  Regional 
highlights  came  from  Colorado,  where  bird- 
ers enjoyed  the  state’s  third  record  of  Atlantic 
Brant,  a Tufted  Duck,  and  a long  list  of  lag- 
gard passerines,  including  two  Passerina  bun- 
tings and  a Bullock’s  Oriole.  The  occurrence 
of  Snowy  Owl  was  the  most  extensive  in  quite 
some  time,  with  reports  spanning  virtually  the 
Region’s  entire  latitude. 

Abbreviations:  John  Martin  Qohn  Martin 
Res.,  Bent);  M.’VN.WR.  (Monte  'Vista  N.WR., 
Rio  Grande)',  Rawhide  (Rawhide  Power  Plant/ 
Hamilton  Res.,  Larimer);  Rifle  Gap  (Rifle 
Gap  Res.,  Garfield);  Seedskadee  (Seedskadee 
N.WR.,'  Sweetwater,  Wyoming);  Stagecoach 


(Stagecoach  Res.,  Routt);  Valeo  (Valeo  Ponds 
S.WA.,  Pueblo);  Valmont  (Valmont  Res.  com- 
plex, Boulder).  “West  Slope”  denotes  locations 
w.  of  the  Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all 
locations  can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado 
except  that  each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as 
such  the  first  time  it  appears  in  text.  Only  the 
observer(s)  initially  finding  and  identifying  cit- 
ed records  are  identified  here.  Undocumented 
reports  from  Colorado  of  Colorado  B.R.C. 
(C.B.R.C.)  review  species  (<www.cfo-link.org>) 
that  are  deemed  probably  correct  are  summa- 
rized at  the  end  of  this  report. 

WATERFOWL 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  found  in 
fully  one  fourth  of  Colorado’s  64  counties, 
an  incredible  showing,  with  the  highlights 
being  those  away  from  the  east:  an  ad.  s.  of 
Durango,  La  Plata  8-18  Dec  (RM);  one  at  Delta, 
Delta  6 Dec  QBn)  and  the  same  or  different 
individual  there  4 Jan  (D.  Garrison);  one  at 
Cortez,  Montezuma  17  Jan  (R  Kemp);  and  3 at 
M.VN.WR.  25  Feb-r  (M.  Pfeiffer).  White  geese 
were  also  w.  of  normal  this  season,  with  one 
Snow  and  2 Ross’s  Geese  at  Canon  City,  Fremont 
18  Dec  (N.  Moore,  B.  Patrick)  and  on  multiple 
occasions  in  both  Delta  (as  many  as  1 1 Snows 
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While  Black  Brant  are  reported  nearly  annually  in  Colorado  in  autumn,  this  surprising  duo 
of  Atlantic  Brant  at  Chatfield  Reservoir,  Jefferson  County  30  November  through  17  (here  2) 
December  2011  represented  a third  Colorado  record.  Photograph  by  Bill  Maynard. 


sr-  ' ...  . — 

Recent  years  have  seen  a spate  of  Colorado  records  of  apparently"good' 
Mexican  Ducks,  with  this  winter's  bird  seen  at  Pueblo  City  Park,  Pueblo 
County  1 (here  25)  January  2012  through  the  end  of  February.  As  for 
most  of  the  rest  of  the  recent  occurrences,  this  male  sported  all  of  the 
characters  usually  associated  with  that  taxon  and  none  of  the  features 
that  might  suggest  introgression  with  Mallard  (such  as  curly  uppertail 
coverts,  extensively  white  rectrices,  green  in  the  head,  or  bright  bill). 
Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 

and  up  to  3 Ross’s)  and  Mesa  (up  to  2 Snows  and 
one  Ross’s,  the  latter  on  12  Feb;  LA)  through 
the  season,  while  of  slightly  more  interest  were 
the  2 Snows  with  the  aforementioned  Greater 
White-fronted  Goose  in  Montezuma'  3 Snows 
at  Salida,  Chaffee  5 Feb  and  3 Ross’s  there  18- 
24  Dec  (SY);  and  one  Snow  at  M.'VN.WR. 

18  Feb  (EM).  While  Black  Brant  (subspecies 
nigricans)  is  practically  annual  in  Colorado, 
Atlantic  Brant  (subspecies  hrota)  is  exceeding- 
ly rare:  the  2 at  Chatheld  S.R,  Douglas/Jefferson 
30  Nov-17  Dec  (p.a.,  NK,  CW)  would  pro- 


vide just  the  3rd  record. 
Mlodinow  was  able  to 
pick  out  several  Taverner’s 
Cackling  Geese  from  the 
masses  of  Richardson’s 
Cackling  Geese,  the  hrst 
being  an  imm.  at  Prince 
L.  #2,  Boulder  14  Jan.  An 
apparent  influx  beginning 
16  Feb,  perhaps  indicating 
migration,  brought  some 
19  birds  to  Broomfield  (16- 
29  Feb,  including  15  in  family  groups  at 
Anthem  Ranch  16  Feb)  and  one  to  Kersey, 
Weld  19  Feb.  Heretofore  infrequently  re- 
ported from  Wyoming  in  winter,  up  to  10 
Cackling  Geese  were  noted  in  Fremont  to 
19  Feb  (DeN);  5 were  reported  from  Park 
25  Dec  (DR);  and  240  were  found  at  2 
Goshen  sites  21  Jan  (SB,  MC). 

The  respective  max  counts  of  Trumpeter 
and  Tundra  Swans  in  Colorado  were  of  10 
(Browns  Park  N.WR.,  Moffat.  6 Jan,  TMo 
et  al.)  and  2 (Larimer,  6 Dec,  CW);  the 
former  species  is  much  more  common  in 
Wyoming,  and  the  latter  species  was  unre- 
ported there  this  season.  Seasonally  out-of- 
place  Wood  Ducks  included  one  at  Union 
Res.,  Weld  8 Dec  (SGM);  one  at  Lander, 
Fremont,  Wyoming  1 Jan-20  Feb  (DeN); 
2 at  Stalker  L.,  Yuma  21  Jan  (D.  Brooke, 
C.  Teuton);  and  a male  at  Eagle,  Eagle 
27  Feb  (M.  Hopkins  ph.).  An  ad.  male 
American  Black  Duck  at  Jackson  Res.,  Morgan 
19  Feb  (tSGM,  TS)  was  Colorado’s  hrst  since 
2004;  this  species  was  somewhat  regular  in  the 
1990s,  but  reports  dropped  off  sharply  there- 
after. The  Mallard  maximum  was  of  26,500  at 
Jumbo  Res.,  Sedgwick/Logan  8 Jan  (SGM,  TS). 
A male  Mexican  Duck  1 Jan-2  Mar  at  Pueblo 
(tSGM  ph.,  JTRL  ph.)  was  greatly  appreciated 
by  many  and  continued  the  incredible  string  of 
Colorado  occurrences  of  this  distinctive  duck. 
The  hrst  Cinnamon  Teal  of  spring  was  right  on 
time  18  Feb  in  Mesa  QT).  A Northern  Shoveler 


Q A Closer  scrutiny  of  geese  in  Colorado,  which  maybe  partly  the  result  of  the  split  of  Cana- 
Dt\da  Goose,  has  resulted  in  a seemingly  ever-increasing  horde  of  hybrids.  Reported  just  In 
this  season  (all  identifications,  of  course,  tentative)  were:  single  Greater  White-fronted  x Can- 
ada in  Arapahoe  (C.  Sheeter),  Denver  (D.  Ward),  and  Weld  (SGM,  BS]);  2 Snow  x Ross's  (Logan/ 
Sedgwick,  Weld;  both  SGM),  at  least  7 Snow  x Canada  (Boulder,  Broomfield,  Denver,  Larimer, 
Mesa,  Weld),  3 Snow  x Cackling  (Boulder,  Logon,  Weld;  all  SGM),  and  2 Ross's  x Cackling  (Broom- 
field, Weld;  both  SGM).  While  we  are  at  it,  we  should  mention  this  winter's  haul  of  hybrid  ducks 
(all  singles):  male  Gadwall  x Mallards  at  Valmont  1 5 Jan  and  along  the  S.  Platte  R.,  Adams  26 
Feb  (both  SGM,  BS);  male  Gadwall  x Northern  Shoveler  along  the  S.  Platte  R.,  Adams  29  Feb 
(SGM,  BS);  female  American  Black  Duck  x Mallard  paired  with  a male  Mallard  at  Jackson  Res., 
Morgan  19  Feb  (SGM,TS);  a returning  male  American  Wigeon  x Green-winged  Teal  at  Walden 
Ponds,  Boulder  5-21  Feb  (CNu);  male  Mallard  x Northern  Pintail  at  Rawhide  1 0 Jan  (CW);  and  a 
male  Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  at  L.  Loveland,  Lor/'mer  4-1 1 Dec  (NK,  BS,  ph.). 


was  at  fairly  high  elevation  17  Dec- 14  Jan  at  : 
Silverthorne,  Summit  (CNi),  | 

Among  the  smattering  of  Canvasbacks  on 
the  West  Slope,  of  most  interest  were  the  3 | 

at  Zink’s  Pond,  La  Plata  10  Jan  (D.  Dunford), 
plus  singles  on  Cattle  Cr.,  Garfield  17  Dec 
^Mc)  and  Chipeta  Lake  S.WA.,  Montrose  18 
Feb  (AC).  In  Wyoming,  2 Canvasbacks  vis- 
ited Table  Mountain  S.WA.,  Goshen  21  Jan 
(SB,  MC),  while  the  3 Redheads  at  Cheyenne, 
Laramie  24  Feb  (B.  Gorges)  were  season- 
ally unique,  though  probably  spring  migrants. 

The  ad.  female/imm.  male  Tufted  Duck  near 
Firestone,  Weld  4-6  Dec  (ph.,  tSGM)  was  only 
about  15  km  from  the  location  of  a similarly 
plumaged  bird  seen  in  Jan  20 1 1 . Greater  Scaup 
were  much  more  widespread,  or  detected  more 
often,  than  is  typical  in  winter,  with  reports 
coming  from  13  Colorado  counties;  the  only 
montane  bird  visited  Salida  2 Dec  (V.  Truan).  ; 
The  sole  scoter  of  the  season  was,  oddly,  a 
White -winged  that  spent  much  of  the  winter  ! 
(17  Dec-29  Jan)  on  Pueblo  Res,,  Pueblo  (BKP). 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  found  in  1 1 Colorado 
counties  and  in  one  Wyoming  county,  with 
the  most  notable  occurrences  including  2 at 
Rifle  Gap  23  Dec  (A.  Dahl);  a female  at  Ruedi 
Res.,  Eagle  11  Jan  (S.  Fitzgerald);  one  at  Brush 
Hollow  Res.,  Fremont  20  Jan  (R.  Miller);  one 
at  Yellowstone  L.,  Park,  Wyoming  27  Jan  (D. 
Dubie);  and  a female  at  Grand  Junction,  Mesa 
4-25  Feb  (LA);  the  species  is  casual  in  the  mts. 
and  on  the  West  Slope.  The  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  | 
8 Jan  at  Jackson  Res.  (TS,  SGM)  was  a bit  far  ' 
aheld.  Ruddy  Ducks  were  incredibly  more  nu-  | 
merous  and  widespread  than  typical  this  win-  ■' 
ter,  with  reports  from  numerous  locales  in  16 
Colorado  counties;  the  species  is  often  nearly 
absent,  usually  restricted  to  just  one  or  two 
sites.  The  oddest  reports  were  from  higher  el- 
evation and  farther  n.  than  typical,  e.g.,  4 at 
Stagecoach  6 Dec  (TMo)  and  5 at  Cattle  Cr.  17 
Dec  (TMc). 

LOONS  THROUGH  FALCONS  | 

Padhc  Loons  tarried  into  early  Dec  in  Larimer,  ( 
Douglas,  and  Pueblo',  and  Common  Loons  were 
at  five  sites  in  six  Colorado  counties,  with  one 
staying  through  at  least  1 4 Jan  at  Chatfield  Res . , 
Douglas/Jefferson.  The  72  Pied-billed  Grebes  at 
Valmont  8 Jan  (CNu)  made  for  a high  seasonal 
count;  the  only  Wyoming  report  was  of  6 at 
Seedskadee  9 Feb  QW).  A Red-necked  Grebe  ' 
at  Barr  L.,  Adams  was  a great  surprise-there 
are  no  previous  winter  records  for  this  well-  1 
birded  county-2  Jan  (ph.  D'WF);  another  spent 
much  of  the  winter  at  Valmont  2 Jan-15  Feb 
(B.  Spencer),  a Regionally  rare  occurrence  away 
from  Pueblo  Res.  , 

Double-crested  Cormorants  were  found  in 
higher  numbers  this  season  than  is  typical; 
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Q A Perhaps  no  better  example  of  the  effect  of  this  warm  season  in  Colorado,  the  num- 
3#ibers  and  geographic  spread  of  grebes  were  both  remarkable.  As  with  Ruddy  Ducks, 
the  occurrence  of  Horned,  Eared,  and  Western  Grebes  (usually  nearly  restricted  to  Pueblo 
Res.  in  winter)  was  unprecedented  for  the  season.  Though  a smattering  of  individuals  of  all 
three  species  is  expected  in  early  Dec,  all  were  also  found  at  numerous  locations  in  Jan  and 
Feb:  Horned  at  16  (10  counties),  Eared  at  7 (4),  and  Western  at  15  (10).  The  most  unusual  re- 
cords were  those  from  the  mountains:  a Horned  at  Rifle  Gap  1 0 Dec  (TMc),  Eareds  in  Routt  at 
Stagecoach  6 Dec  (28;TMo  et  al.)  and  Steamboat  Springs  1 7 Dec  (one;TMo),  and  Westerns  at 
Stagecoach  6 Dec  (2;TMo  et  al.)  and  Salida  9 Feb  (one;  SY).The  last  was  most  interesting,  as 
the  site  is  well  birded,  and  the  bird  was  not  seen  previously  or  subsequently.  There  was  sug- 
gestion of  spring  migration  in  late  Feb,  as  ail  three  species  were  found  at  locations  at  which 
they  had  not  been  present  earlier  in  the  season.  After  1 Dec,  all  Clark's  Grebe  reports  came 
from  Pueblo  Res.,  as  expected. 


migrants  began  appearing  in  the  vicinity  of 
nesting  colonies  around  22  Feb.  The  last  of  the 
fall’s  American  White  Pelicans  was  noted  13 
Dec  (Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe),  while  the 
first  spring  birds  were  4 at  L.  Henry,  Crowley  26 
Feb  (TF).  Of  the  9 montane  Great  Blue  Heron 
sightings,  the  highest  and  oddest  was  of  one 
at  Silverthorne  14  Jan  (CNi).  The  tally  of  64 
Bald  Eagles  at  Barr  L.  1 Jan  (BS,  J.  Schmoker) 
was  the  highest  ever  there  and  provided  this 
winter’s  Regional  high  count.  Rarely  reported 
in  Wyoming  in  winter,  single  Cooper’s  Hawks 
were  noted  in  Fremont  17  Dec  (DeN)  and  in 
Goshen  21  Jan  (SB,  MC).  The  species  is  also 
rare  at  this  season  in  the  Colorado  mts.,  so  one 
along  Cattle  Cr.  17  Dec  was  noteworthy  (TMc). 
Conversely,  Northern  Goshawk  is  rare  on  the 
e.  plains,  so  the  ad.  at  Denver  28  Feb  (AH)  was 
a nice  find.  The  most  surprising  of  the  handful 
of  Peregrine  Falcons  this  winter  was  a bird  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  San  Luis  Valley,  Saguache 
24  Feb  (EM). 

SHOREBiRDS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Single  Spotted  Sandpipers  were  around  Pueblo 
2-20  Dec  (BKP)  and  at  Grand  Junction  18  Dec 
QC,  JT),  while  a Least  Sandpiper  was  quite  the 
surprise  in  the  mts.  at  the  confluence  of  the  n. 
and  s.  forks  of  the  Gunnison  R.,  Delta  6 Dec-3 


Single  first-cycle  (here)  and  aduit  Little  Gulls  were  among  a 
relative  horde  of  late  Bonaparte's  Gulls  at  Union  Reservoir, 
Weld  County,  Colorado  1 -2  (here  1 ) December  201 1 . While  the 
species  is  found  almost  every  year  in  the  state,  most  records 
are  from  the  fall  season.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 


Jan  (JBn).  As  was  the  case  with  Ruddy  Ducks 
and  grebes,  American  Coot  numbers  were  large 
this  winter,  with  at  least  nine  locations  in  eight 
Colorado  counties  scoring  triple-digit  counts  at 
some  point  in  the  season,  topped  by  the  705  at 
Valmont  4 Feb  (TE  m.ob.).  Even  the  mts.  got 
into  the  act:  beyond  Salida,  which  hosts  them 
annually,  2 visited  Pagosa  Springs,  Archuleta 
15  Feb  (B.  Bailey  et  al),  and  one  stopped  at 
Chipeta  S.WA.,  Montrose  18  Feb  (AC).  The  San 
Luis  Valley,  which  hosts  a spring  Sandhill  Crane 
spectacle,  is  typically  a winter  wonderland  (if 
you  thrall  in  an  abundance  of  snow  and  wind). 
This  year,  the  spectacle  started  early,  with  600 
around  Monte  Vista,  Rio  Grande  18  Feb  (ph. 
EM)  and  numbers  climbing  to  at  least  5000  by 
27  Feb  (M.  Goff). 

The  fall  blizzard  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at 
Union  Res.  stayed  late,  with  a seasonal  maxi- 
mum of  62  there  1 Dec  (SGM)  but  none  re- 
ported there  after  the  20  on  4 Dec  (BS,  M. 
Freiburg).  The  only  Bonaparte’s  reported  in 
the  region  after  8 Dec  were  6 at  Valmont  on 
26  Dec  (N.  Lewis).  Two  Little  Gulls,  an  ad. 
and  an  imm.,  enlivened  Union  Res.,  Weld  1-2 
Dec  (ph.  SGM);  this  species  is  not  annual  in 
the  Region.  The  status  of  gulls  exemplifies 
many  of  the  differences  between  Colorado 
and  Wyoming  during  winter:  the  6 Ring-billed 
Gulls  at  Seedskadee  9 Feb  QW)  were  the  only 
gulls  reported  from  Wyoming  to  eBird,  where- 
as at  least  12  Colorado  sites  reported  1000  or 
more  Ring-billed  Gulls  this  season,  topped  by 
3000  at  L.  Henry  26  Feb  (TF  et  al.)  and  2850 
at  Valmont  4 Feb  (TF,  m.ob.).  This  differential 
is  likely  the  result  of  a much  larger  number  of 
both  birders  and  bodies  of  water  in  Colorado, 
as  well  as  its  more  southerly  location.  As  with 
many  waterbirds,  California  Gulls  were  more 
widespread  this  winter  than  usual,  with  reports 
coming  from  12  e.  counties.  Herring  Gulls  were 
apparently  restricted  regionally  to  e.  Colorado 
this  season,  where  numbers  were  not  spectacu- 
lar (max  of  302  at  Jackson  Res.,  Morgan  8 Jan 
[SGM,  TS]),  but  numbers  of  other  large  gulls 


were  simply  mind-boggling  and  unprecedent- 
ed. Since  the  phenomenon  continued  well  into 
the  spring,  we  will  treat  it  in  that  report. 

White-winged  Doves  were  noted  in  seven 
Colorado  counties,  with  a maximum  of  30  m 
Pueblo  18  Jan  (BKP).  Perhaps  the  most-ogled 
Greater  Roadrunner  ever  in  Colorado  was  the 
vagrant  at  Dinosaur  Ridge,  Jefferson  known  by 
birders  to  be  present  9 Jan-i-  but  apparently 
been  present  as  early  as  the  previous  Aug  (fide 
JR);  about  a dozen  n.  Colorado  records  predate 
this  one.  Despite  being  considered  quite  rare 
in  winter  in  Colorado  (Andrews,  R.,  and  R. 
Righter.  1992.  Colorado  Birds.  Denver  Museum 
of  Natural  History,  Denver),  Barn  Owls  have 
been  found  fairly  frequently  in  winter  during 
the  past  decade  or  so,  with  reports  from  six 
counties  this  winter;  an  updated  study  of  the 
species’  winter  status  and  distribution  is  need- 
ed. In  what  was  the  largest  Regional  influx  for 
quite  some  time,  at  least  20  Snowy  Owls  were 
reported  from  six  Wyoming  (8  birds)  and  nine 
Colorado  counties.  The  first  was  found  20  Dec 
at  North  Sterling  Res.,  Logan;  the  southernmost 
was  a female  ne.  of  Lamar,  Prowers  28-31  Jan 
(found  dead  on  the  last  date;  fide  DAL). 

^ A While  Great  Horned  Owls  are  well 
«J/%known  as  early  nesters,  this  season, 
a pair  seemed  to  Jump  the  gun  on  even 
that  assessment;  a well-grown  nestling 
was  found  on  the  ground  on  1 3 Feb  (fide  R. 
Hancock,  ph.  P.  Jahner).  As  that  is  about  the 
average  time  for  clutch  initiation  at  lower 
elevations  in  Colorado,  this  event  is  quite 
striking.  However,  the  nest  was  in  the  Bue- 
na Vista  Correctional  Facility,  Chaffee — at 
an  elevation  of  about  2400  m! 


Great  Horned  Owls  typically  begin  clutch  initiation 


around  mid-February  at  low  elevations  in  Colorado,  but 
a pair  at  the  Buena  Vista  Correctional  Facility,  Chaffee 
County  (elevation  about  2400  meters)  was  seen  feeding 
more-than-half-grown  young  on  that  date!  This  young- 
ster tumbled  to  the  ground  13  February  2012  but  was 
put  back  in  the  nest  tree  by  Colorado  Division  of  Wildlife 
personnel.  Photograph  by  Phred  Jahner. 


VOLUME  66  (2012)  • NUMBER  2 


317 


COLORADO  & WYOMING 


WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

In  recent  years,  Colorado  observers  have  docu- 
mented what  may  be  a permanent  change  in 
the  winter  range  of  Red-bellied  Woodpecker. 
Formerly,  this  species  was  essentially  restrict- 
ed to  the  e.  half  of  the  e.  plains,  but  it  is  now 
regular,  though  in  very  small  numbers,  w.  to 
the  edge  of  the  foothills,  with  individuals  be- 
ing found  in  Weld  and  Larimer  this  season. 
Sapsucker  numbers  were  below  what  we’ve 
come  to  expect  during  the  last  decade  or  so, 
with  “only”  2 Williamson’s,  singles  in  Pueblo 
and  Fremont;  a smattering  of  Yellow-bellieds  in 
their  stronghold  in  the  same  two  counties,  plus 
a bird  or  so  each  in  Jefferson  and  Larimer;  and 
single  Red-napeds  in  Montrose  and  Pueblo.  Two 
Black  Phoebes  near  Fruita,  Mesa  18  Dec  (JC) 
provided  the  West  Slope’s  first  winter  record. 
In  e.  Colorado,  2 overwintered  near  Pueblo 
(BKP),  where  the  species  has  been  found  for  at 
least  the  past  five  winters,  and  another  was  at 
Canon  City  31  Jan-t  (E.  Donnan,  N.  Ford,  AH). 
As  recently  as  the  early  1990s,  Black  Phoebe 
was  considered  a vagrant  to  Colorado,  with 
colonization  first  taking  place  shortly  thereaf- 
ter in  Fremont;  winter  records  were  unheard  of 
until  about  ten  years  ago.  Say’s  Phoebes  were 
far  more  numerous  than  usual  this  winter,  with 
about  23  reported  (compared  with  10  last  win- 
ter); the  northernmost  was  at  Hummel  Res., 
Weld  25  Dec  QH).  A swaim  of  250-h  Pinyon 
Jays  at  Browns  Park  N.WR.,  Moffat  6 Jan  (TMo) 
provided  the  winter’s  top  count,  though  the 
210  at  Colorado  National  Monument,  Mesa  14 
Dec  OO  was  also  notable.  Deltas  first  Blue  Jay 
graced  Lazear  31  Dec-4  Jan  (B.  Harris);  this 
species  is  barely  annual  on  the  West  Slope. 
A Chihuahuan  Raven  photographed  n.  of 
Wetmore,  Custer  18  Feb  (BKP,  JK,  CLW,  JBa) 
was  w.  of  its  normal  range. 

In  stark  contrast  to  last  vAnter,  no  Mountain 
Chickadees  wandered  out  onto  the  plains. 
However,  a tally  of  99  in  the  mts . near  Allenspark/ 
Gold  Hill,  Boulder  15  Jan  (BS,  SGM)  was  excep- 
tional. Over  the  past  decade,  Bushtits  have  ex- 
panded their  range  eastward  from  the  mts.  onto 
the  plains  in  Denver  and  Arapahoe,  the  strength 
of  this  push  evidenced  by  30  at  Willow  Creek 
Park,  Arapahoe  19  Feb  (C.  Madsen).  The  only 
montane  White-breasted  Nuthatch  (subspe- 
cies tenuissirna')  e.  of  the  foothills  was  at  Rocky 
Mountain  Arsenal  N.WR.,  Adams  21  Jan  (H. 
Kingery),  and  the  only  Pygmy  Nuthatches  simi- 
larly disposed  were  2 at  Pueblo  City  Park  15  Dec 
(BKP).  Three  Brown  Creepers  at  Haxtun,  Phillips 
24  Dec  (SGM,  TS)  were  well  out  on  the  plains, 
where  uncommon  at  best,  and  usually  encoun- 
tered as  singles.  Six  Rock  Wrens  this  winter  was 
distinctly  subpar  but  included  a rather  northerly 
bird  in  Larimer  1 Jan  (SW).  Unrecorded  in  the 
Region  in  winter,  a House  Wren  visited  Rock 


Canyon,  Pueblo  6 Dec  (BKP).  Relative  to  last 
winter,  an  unremarkable  9 Winter  Wrens  were 
detected  this  winter,  in  Pueblo,  Fremont,  Boulder, 
and  Larimer;  in  contrast  to  some  prior  winters, 
several  lingered  into  Jan  and  2 into  Feb;  Pacific 
Wren  went  unreported.  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
graced  Connected  Lakes,  Mesa  18  Dec  (LA); 
Colorado  averages  about  one  per  winter,  most 
often  from  the  Grand  Junction  wcinity.  A stun- 
ning 50  American  Dippers  were  tallied  along  the 
Frying  Pan  R.  between  Basalt  and  Ruedi  Res., 
Eagle  6 Feb  (Tom  McConnell).  A dipper  once 
again  wandered  into  Adams  along  Clear  Cr. , this 
time  near  Lowell  29  Jan  (R.  Przbylo);  this  loca- 
tion seems  to  have  a special  affinity  for  dippers, 
as  they  are  exceptionally  rare  elsewhere  on  the 
plains. 

Eastern  Bluebirds  made  another  strong 
showing  away  from  easternmost  Colorado, 
with  24  reported  from  Fremont  and  5 from 
Boulder,  plus  a male  at  Nucla,  Montrose  23 
Dec  (CD,  ph.  B.  Wright)  on  the  West  Slope, 
where  not  annual  at  any  season.  Five  Western 
Bluebirds  at  Sanitas  Green  Belt,  Boulder  1-9  Jan 
(M.  Boswell)  were  unusually  far  north.  Seven 
Mountain  Bluebirds  at  Bonny  Res.,  Yuma  16 
Dec  (LK)  were  in  ne.  Colorado,  where  rare  dur- 
ing winter.  In  Wyoming,  2 Mountain  Bluebirds 
in  Sublette  1 Feb  QW)  provided  a very  rare  win- 
ter record.  Nine  Hermit  Thrushes  were  report- 
ed from  seven  counties  this  winter,  continuing 
the  string  of  above-“normal”  winters;  unlike 
last  winter,  reports  were  scattered  throughout 
the  season  and  not  mostly  confined  to  Dec. 
The  only  montane  report  came  from  Steamboat 
Springs,  Routt  22  Jan  (T.  Litteral).  This  win- 
ter’s Varied  Thrushes  graced  the  Durango  Fish 
Hatchery,  La  Plata  31  Jan-29  Feb  (H.  Morris, 
RM,  m.ob.)  and  Wellington.  Larimer  11-13 
Feb  (S.  & K.  Martin);  Colorado  averages  2 per 
winter.  Eight  Northern  Mockingbirds  were  de- 
tected this  winter,  a fairly  typical  total,  though 
reports  did  not  come  entirely  from  the  usual 
places.  Not  annual  during  winter  in  West  Slope 
valleys,  singles  visited  Grand  Junction,  Mesa 
15  Dec  (B.  Moston)  and  Paonia,  Delta  8 Jan 
QBn).  Even  rarer  was  a mockingbird  in  the  mts. 
at  Eagle,  Eagle  19  Dec  Q-  Fedrizzi).  A Brown 
Thrasher,  not  annual  during  winter,  inhabited 
L.C.C.,  Prowers  24  Feb  (TF),  while,  far  rarer  in 
Wyoming,  one  was  at  Laramie,  Albany  8 Jan- 
14  Feb  (C.  Benkman),  and  2 tarried  at  Wilkins 
S.P.,  Natrona  9 Dec  (A.  Hines). 

PIPITS  THROUGH  SPARROWS 

An  exceptional  40  American  Pipits  gathered 
along  the  S.  Platte  R.,  Adams  26  Feb  (BS,  SGM). 
It  was  another  lackluster  winter  for  Bohemian 
Waxwings,  with  the  only  reports  consisting  of 
3 at  Hall  Ranch,  Boulder  23  Jan  QH)  and  one 
at  Valmont  11  Feb  (CNu).  Chestnut-collared 


Longspurs  are  annual  during  winter  in  small 
numbers  in  se.  Colorado,  but  a tally  of  25  at 
John  Martin  13  Dec  was  exceptional  (DuN); 
more  mundane,  but  also  noteworthy,  were  2 
in  Cheyenne  29  Jan  (ph.  TRL,  MP,  B.  Steger). 
Finally,  a Chestnut-collared  near  N.  Sterling 
Res.,  Logan  24  Dec  (SGM,  TS)  yielded  a very 
rare  ne.  Colorado  winter  record.  McCown’s 
Longspurs  also  winter  in  small  numbers 
in  far  se.  Colorado,  but  singles  at  Flagler 
Res.,  Kit  Karson  29  Dec  (S.  Riffe)  and  near 
Granada,  Prowers  25  Feb  (TF)  were  notable. 
Snow  Buntings  do  not  venture  annually  into 
Colorado,  with  most  records  coming  from  the 
n.  plains.  This  “winter,”  one  was  at  Jumbo  Res., 
Sedgwick  20  Nov  (CLW,  JBa,  BS,  SGM),  and  an- 
other visited  Frederick  Recreation  Area,  Weld  4 
Dec  (SGM);  far  more  unusual,  however,  were 
several  southerly  undocumented  individuals. 

“Only”  three  warbler  species,  other  than 
Yellow-rumped,  were  found  in  Colorado  this 
winter,  which  is  a tad  surprising  given  the 
exceptional  diversity  present  during  Nov.  A 
Common  Yellowthroat,  the  first  in  at  least  five 
winters,  enlivened  Valeo  2 Dec  (BKP).  Two 
Pine  Warblers  were  detected,  one  at  Denver 
West,  Jefferson  24-25  Dec  (JR),  the  other  vis- 
iting a feeder  in  Aurora,  Arapahoe  8-25  Dec 
(B.  Campbell);  during  the  last  decade.  Pine 
Warbler  has  become  the  most  regular  winter 
warbler  after  Yellow-rumped.  As  for  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers,  the  132  tallied  by  boat  along 
35  km  of  the  Colorado  R.  near  Grand  Junction 
18  Dec  likely  represents  a record  vAnter  total 
OC,  JT);  most  or  all  were  Audubon’s  Warblers. 
A Wilson’s  Warbler  graced  Valeo  2 Dec  (BKP); 
this  species  is  far  from  annual  during  winter. 

Green-tailed  Towhees  are  very  rare  during 
winter,  especially  on  the  West  Slope,  so  one 
at  Jerry  Creek  Res.,  Mesa  10  Dec  (LA)  was  of 
note.  A Chipping  Sparrow  overwintered  near 
Loveland,  Larimer  (SW);  this  species  is  far  from 
annual  during  winter  Regionally.  Field  Sparrows, 
nearly  as  rare  during  vAnter  as  are  Chippings, 
were  found  in  perhaps  record  numbers:  2 were 
at  Bonny  Res.,  Yuma  9-17  Dec  (LK,-  GW),  and 
one  was  at  Frenchman  Creek  S.WA.,  Phillips 
24  Dec  (SGM,  TS),  while  a stunning  5 were 
found  on  the  John  Martin  C.B.C.  14  Dec  (fide 
DuN).  A Sage  Sparrow  at  Ouray,  Ouray  21  Dec 
(K.  Nelson)  yielded  an  exceptionally  rare  “true” 
winter  record.  In  some  years,  an  early  migrant 
is  found  during  late  Feb,  as  was  true  this  year, 
with  one  at  Mack,  Mesa  25  Feb-r  (LA).  A tally 
of  37  Savannah  Sparrows  around  John  Martin 
14  Jan  (fide  DuN)  was  utterly  unexpected  and 
likely  set  a record  for  this  species,  which  has 
become  nearly  annual  during  vAnter  in  recent 
years  in  s.  Colorado.  The  vast  majority  of  the 
Region’s  Slate-colored  Fox  Sparrows  (P  i.  schista- 
cea  group)  have  departed  by  the  end  of  Sep,  but 
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nearly  every  year,  one  or  fwo  tarry  into  winter. 
This  year,  singles  were  at  Grand  Junction  21  Jan 
(LA)  and  No  Name,  Garfield  26  Jan  (TMc).  Red 
Fox  Sparrows  are  found  annually  in  e.  Colorado 
during  fall  migration  but  are  rarer  during  win- 
ter; this  winter  one  visited  Gunbarrel,  Boulder 
8 Feb  (ph.,  ID,  Waltman).  Two  Lincoln’s 
Sparrows  inhabited  Pueblo,  Pueblo  12-15  Dec 
(BKP),  one  was  along  the  S.  Platte  R.,  Adams  30 
Dec  (TF),  and  2 graced  Grand  Junction  18  Dec 
(LA);  the  species  is  barely  annual  during  win- 
ter in  e.  Colorado  and  even  rarer  on  the  West 
Slope.  Twelve  Swamp  Sparrows  were  detected 
in  e.  Colorado,  vath  a maximum  of  3 at  Valeo 
17  Dec  (BKP);  on  the  West  Slope,  where  not  an- 
nual during  winter,  a Swamp  Sparrow  inhabited 
Connected  Lakes,  Mesa  15  Dec-21  Jan  (LA), 
while  another  was  near  Zink’s  Pond,  La  Plata  15 
Jan  QBy).  The  season’s  unremarkable  12  White- 
throated  Sparrows  in  Colorado  did  include  one 
in  the  mts.,  at  roughly  2900  m,  near  Gould, 
Jackson  throughout  the  winter  and  deep  into 
spring  (m.ob.)  and  2 on  the  West  Slope  in  Mesa 
(LA),  both  regions  where  this  species  is  not  an- 
nual during  winter.  The  sole  Wyoming  White- 
throated  Sparrow  inhabited  Albany,  Albany  15 
Jan-19  Feb  (SB).  Representing  the  best  winter  in 
recent  years  for  Colorado,  35  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  encountered  e.  of  the  Rocky  Mts.,  6 were 
on  the  West  Slope,  and  2 were  high  in  the 
mountains.  The  maximum  was  of  5 at  Niwot, 
Boulder  24  Dec  (L.  Halsey);  5 of  the  West  Slope 
birds  were  in  Delta,  with  the  other  being  in 
Montrose  (m.ob.);  and  the  2 montane  birds  were 
at  Sutcliffe,  Custer  (elevation  2500  m)  18  Dec 
(DS).  This  species  is  not  annual  during  vhnter 
on  the  West  Slope  and  is  exceptionally  rare  in 
the  mountains.  Also  not  annual  during  winter 
in  Wyoming,  a Harris’s  visited  Natrona  19  Dec 
(T.  Martin).  A splendidly  documented  Harris’s 
Sparrow  x White-crowned  Sparrow  hybrid 
was  at  Valeo  17  Dec  (ph.  BKP,  A.  Chartier);  the 
only  other  report  of  this  cross  in  the  literature 
comes  from  Arizona  (McCarthy  2006;  Handbook 
oj  Avian  Hybrids  of  the  World).  The  subspe- 
cific identity  of  wintering  black-lored  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  in  Colorado  has  so  far  defied 
our  abilities.  This  winter,  singles  appeared  in 
Weld,  Boulder,  and  Pueblo  (SGM,  TF),  and  an- 
other was  in  Prowers  24  Feb  (TF);  given  biogeo- 
graphical  trends,  the  Prowers  bird  seems  most 
likely  of  nominate  leucophrys.  Perhaps  someday 
one  of  these  birds  would  be  kind  enough  to 
sing,  as  song  is  the  best  way  to  separate  leucoph- 
rys from  Colorado-breeding  oriantha.  A return- 
ing Golden-crowned  Sparrow  ovenvintered  at 
Red  Rocks,  Jefferson,  as  did  one  at  Teller  Farms, 
Boulder  (m.ob.,  ph.  SGM);  this  represents  a fair- 
ly typical  winter  for  Colorado.  A Gray-headed 
Junco  at  Haxtun,  Phillips  24  Dec  (SGM,  TS)  was 
on  the  far  e.  plains,  where  rare. 


CARDINALS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Northern  Cardinals  away  from  established  lo- 
cations in  far  e.  Colorado  included  one  fairly  far 
w.  near  Pueblo  Nature  Center,  Pueblo  19  Jan-25 
Feb  (BKP,  B.  Maynard)  and  another  closer  to 
usual  haunts  at  Timpas  S.W.A.,  Otero  1 Feb 
(DAL).  A Lazuli  Bunting  visited  Las  Animas, 
Bent  14  Dec  (DuN,  JD),  while  an  equally  rare 
Indigo  Bunting  graced  Crook,  Logan  1 Jan 
(LK);  there  are  fewer  than  five  winter  records 
for  either  species  in  the  state.  Single  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  were  on  the  Rocky  Ford 
C.B.C.,  Otero  15  Dec  (fide  S.  Oswald)  and  near 
Vineland,  Pueblo  20  Dec  (DS);  this  represents  a 
fairly  typical  winter’s  yield.  The  Rusty  Blackbird 
incursion  of  the  fall  trickled  into  winter,  with  a 
superb  29  found  in  the  e.  portion  of  the  state, 
including  a maximum  of  14  around  Valeo  2 
Dec  (DuN);  the  usual  winter  Regional  tally  is  of 
about  10.  A surprising  11  Common  Crackles 
were  found  in  Wyoming  this  winter,  with  5 
each  in  Big  Horn  15  Jan  (DR)  and  Lander  20 
Jan  (DeN)  and  one  at  Albany,  Albany  19  Feb 
(SB).  A concentration  of  32  Common  Crackles 
at  Denver  City  Park  30  Dec  (TF)  provided  the 
Region’s  seasonal  maximum.  A concentration 
of  75  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  in  a feedlot  near 
Fruita,  Mesa  4 Jan  (LA)  plus  52  at  another  feed- 
lot  on  the  Montrose  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (D.  Sinton) 
were  stunning  finds;  only  about  5 others  were 
recorded  from  the  remainder  of  Colorado  in 
total.  A male  Bullock’s  Oriole  enlivened  Fort 
Collins,  Larimer  2 Jan  (C.  & S.  Bol);  there  are 
about  five  prior  Regional  winter  records. 

A Purple  Finch  graced  Bonny  Res.,  Yuma 
9-17  Dec  (LK,  GW),  while  another  was  in 
Boulder  25  Dec  (tR.  Garcia);  one  or  2 Purple 

The  feeders  at  Red  Rocks,  Jefferson 
have  been  famous  for  attracting  a 
number  of  rarities  over  the  years,  but  scant 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  more  com- 
mon species  here.  Scrutiny  of  the  Dark- 
eyed Juncos  visiting  these  feeders  this 
winter  yielded  a single-day  maximum  of 
approximately  900  on  25  Dec,  including 
an  estimated  550  Gray-headed,  150  Pink- 
sided, 75  Oregon,  30  Slate-colored,  and 
1 0 Cassiar  Juncos  (SGM).  Of  note  were  sev- 
eral junco  crosses,  the  most  exceptional  of 
vrfhich  was  an  apparent  Red-backed  Junco 
M Gray-headed  Junco  25  Dec+  (ph.  SGM, 
m.ob.);  neither  this  cross  nor  Red-backed 
Junco  had  been  previously  reported  Re- 
gionally. Also  present  was  a White-winged 
X Pink-sided  25  Dec+  (SGM,  m.ob.)  and  at 
least  3 Gray-headed  x Pink-sided  7 Jan+ 
(SGM,  CNu,TS). 


Finches  are  recorded  annually  in  the  Region.  A 
moderate  incursion  of  Common  Redpolls  took 
place,  starting  with  5 at  two  Sedgwick  locations 
20  Nov  (SGM,  CLW,  JBa,  BS)  and  followed  by 
45  more  in  Dec  from  El  Paso  (one  on  3 Dec 
[IE.  Perl]),  Logan,  and  the  maximum  of  35 
near  Granby,  Grand  10-17  Dec  (tM.  Binkey). 
Notably,  there  were  no  sightings  after  Dec. 
Lesser  Goldfinches,  formerly  unknown  in 
winter  Regionally,  continue  to  explode  across 
Colorado,  with  at  least  29  indiriduals  reported 
from  eight  counties,  with  birds  ranging  w.  to 
Mesa,  n.  to  Larimer,  and  e.  to  Prowers. 

CORRIGENDA  AND  ADDENDA 

The  spring  column  had  a number  of  errors 
due,  in  part,  to  the  sudden  changes  caused  by 
Larry  Semo’s  most  untimely  departure  from 
our  world.  There  was  only  one  Krider’s  Red- 
tailed Hawk  in  Colorado  during  spring  2011: 
at  Union  Res.,  Weld  28  Mar  (ph.,  acc.,  SGM). 
There  were  2,  not  one,  Alder  Flycatchers  at 
Prewitt  Res.,  Washington  29  May  (acc.,  SGM). 
The  last  Mountain  Chickadee  on  the  e.  plains 
was  at  Drake  L.,  Weld  15  Apr  (SGM). 

A Blue-winged  Teal  x Northern  Shoveler  hy- 
brid at  Ish  Res.,  Larimer  24  Mar  (ph.  SGM),  a 
first-cycle  Herring  Gull  x Glaucous-winged 
Gull  at  and  near  Severance,  Weld  providing 
Colorado’s  3rd  record  of  this  cross  (ph.  SGM), 
and  a Golden-crowned  Sparrow  x White- 
crowned  Sparrow  at  Minnequa  L.,  Pueblo  9 
Apr  (ph.  SGM,  MP)  should  be  added  to  the  list 
of  hybrids  detected.  The  following  birds  at  L. 
Estes  (elevation  2293  m)  were  unusual  at  such 
heights:  one  Blue  Jay  24  May,  one  Loggerhead 
Shrike  26  Apr-9  May,  2 Brown  Thrashers  15 
May,  and  one  Clay-colored  Sparrow  9 May 
(all  SGM).  The  following  birds  at  Prewitt  Res., 
Washington  29  May  were  rather  late  for  the  e. 
plains  and  were  also  farther  e.  than  nonnal  for 
spring:  Red-naped  Sapsucker,  Pacific -slope/ 
Cordilleran  Flycatcher,  and  Plumbeous  Vireo 
(SGM).  A Cassin’s  Vireo  at  Lamar,  Prowers  1 May 
was  exceptionally  far  e.  for  spring  (BKP,  MP,  ph. 
SGM).  Additionally,  a Russet-backed  Thush 
(Swainson’s  Thrush  of  the  C.  u.  ustulatus  group) 
at  L.  Estes  19  May  was  well  described  (acc. 
SGM).  This  timing  of  this  bird  matches  well 
those  of  the  three  previous  reports,  two  of  which 
were  singles  banded  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch,  El 
Paso.  Finally,  a Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  Holcim 
Wetlands,  Fremont  was  rather  early  9 Apr  (MP, 
SGM)  and  may  represent  a first  Fremont  record. 

Undocumented  rarities:  The  following  re- 
view species  were  reported  in  the  period 
from  Colorado  without  documentation:  Red- 
throated  Loon  (Larimer),  Iceland  Gull  (Larimer), 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  (Larimer),  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  (Bent),  Snow  Bunting  (Bent, 
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Pueblo),  Common  Redpoll  (Eagle,  El  Paso). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Larry  Arnold,  Jessie  Barry,  Jason  Beason 
QBn),  Jim  Beatty  (JBy;  sw.  Colorado),  Shawn 
Billerman,  Amber  Carver,  Morgan  Churchill, 
Jacob  Cooper,  Coen  Dexter  (CDe,  w.-cen, 
Colorado),  John  Drummond  (se.  Colorado), 
Doug  W.  Faulkner  (C.B.R.C.),  Dick  Filby, 
Ted  Floyd,  Art  Hudak,  Jeff  Hutchinson,  Joey 


Kellner,  Loch  Kilpatrick,  Nick  Komar,  David  A. 
Leatherman,  Tony  R.  Leukering,  Forrest  Luke 
(nw.  Colorado),  Ed  MacKerrow,  Tom  McConnell 
(TMc),  Steve  G.  Mlodinow,  Riley  Morris,  Tresa 
Moulton  (TMo),  Den  Nelson  (DeN),  Duane 
Nelson  (DuN);  Charlie  Nims  (CNi),  Christian 
Nunes  (CNu),  Brandon  K.  Percival  (Pueblo 
area),  Mark  Peterson,  Dave  Rach,  Joe  Roller, 
Bill  Schmoker,  Dave  Silverman,  Tim  Smart, 
Jackson  Trappett,  Glenn  Walbek  (montane 


!, 
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Colorado),  Sean  Walters,  Jason  Whitmore, 
Cole  Wild,  Christopher  L.  Wood,  Sherrie  York. 
Many  other  individuals  contributed  informa- 
tion to  this  report  but  could  not  be  acknowl- 
edged here;  all  have  our  appreciation.  (© 


Tony  Leukering,  102  Delaware  Avenue,  Villas, 

New  Jersey  08251  (greatgrayowl@aol.com) 

Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  2218  Watersong  Circle,  Longmont, 
Colorado  80S04  (sgmlod@aoLcom) 


Idaho  & Western  Montana 


David  Trochlell 


Despite  predictions  of  a La  Nina  winter 
with  a bounty  of  precipitation,  the  win- 
ter of  2011-2012  featured  an  unseason- 
ably warm,  dry  December  and  early  January. 
After  mid-January,  a series  of  storms  brought 
sporadic  moisture  to  the  Region.  Fortunately, 
most  areas  ended  the  season  with  nearly  aver- 
age levels  of  precipitation,  but  some  parts  of 
Idaho  remained  much  drier  than  usual.  High- 
lights of  the  season  included  a bevy  of  water- 
fowl,  shorebirds,  and  passerines  that  were  lured 
into  wintering  by  mild  early  winter  weather 
conditions.  Adding  to  that  was  a widespread 
irruption  of  Snowy  Owls,  a good  flight  of  Com- 
mon Redpolls,  and  a sprinkling  of  rare  birds 
that  made  the  season  especially  memorable. 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

A flock  of  8 Snow  Geese  near  Belgrade  1 7 Dec- 
18  Jan  OR  RW)  provided  a first  Jan  record  for 
sw.  Montana.  Another  Snow  Goose  in  Kootenai 
11  Jan  (DW)  represented  a rare  winter  record 
for  n.  Idaho.  Establishing  a winter  first  for  sw. 
Montana  was  a Ross’s  Goose  near  Belgrade  17 
Dec-2  Jan  QR  RW).  Although  noteworthy, 
a Ross’s  Goose  at  Boise,  ID  24  Dec  (CS)  was 
much  more  expected.  Cackling  Geese  made 


their  best  showing  ever  in  Idaho,  with  a total 
of  35  reported  throughout  the  season  in  Ada, 
Elmore,  and  Kootenai.  Only  2 Eurasian  Wi- 
geons  were  recorded  in  Idaho.  Especially  rare 
in  winter  in  Montana  was  a Blue-winged  Teal 
near  Kalispell  1 Jan  (DC).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
were  unusually  scarce,  with  only  one  reported 
at  Dayton,  MT  14  Jan  (NK).  The  lone  Pacific 
Loon  sighting  was  at  C.  J.  Strike  Res.,  ID  10 
Dec  QC).  Two  American  White  Pelicans  that 
lingered  near  Belgrade  mid-Dec-21  Jan  QP) 
added  to  very  few  Montana  winter  records. 
Single  pelicans  were  also  noted  in  Idaho  near 
Pocatello  17  Dec  and  at  American  Falls  13  Jan 
(CT),  both  sites  where  they  are  unusual  but  not 
unprecedented  in  winter. 

Rare  by  virtue  of  their  tardiness,  single  Tur- 
key Vultures  were  spotted  at  Jerome,  ID  4 Dec 
(SR)  and  at  Kalispell,  MT  1 Jan  (DC).  Ferru- 
ginous Hawks  are  unexpected  in  Montana 
in  winter,  so  reports  of  one  near  Ennis  L.  19 
Dec  (A&JE)  and  another  at  Kalispell  1-30  Jan 
(LY)  were  significant.  Four  Gyrfalcon  sight- 
ings represented  an  average  winter  count.  Very 
interesting  was  a Sora  discovered  near  Three 
Forks  mid-Dec  through  26  Dec  (KS);  there  are 
fewer  than  ten  Montana  winter  records.  Sand- 
hill Cranes  held  over  near  Deerlodge,  MT  5 
Dec-3  Jan  (NK)  and  Whitebird  and  Lewiston, 
ID  14  Dec-18  Feb  (BJ),  adding  to  few  winter 
records.  Spotted  Sandpipers  are  absent  most 
winters,  so  one  detected  at  C.  J.  Strike  Res.,  ID 
2-14  Jan  QC)  was  a great  find.  Up  to  5 Least 
Sandpipers  wintered  in  Canyon,  ID  17  Dec-4 
Jan  (ph.,  tBC,  CH),  where  most  winter  reports 
are  known.  If  accepted,  an  Iceland  Gull  in 
Kootenai  8-10  Jan  (ph.  LH,  tDW)  will  provide 
Idaho’s  6th  record.  The  rare-but-regular  gull 
tally  was  excellent,  with  3 Mew,  12  Thayer’s,  3 
Lesser  Black-backed,  2 Glaucous-winged,  and 
17  Glaucous  Gulls  recorded. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A White-winged  Dove  wintered  at  Pocatello, 
ID  15  Jan-26  Feb  (ph.,  tCT)  and  provided  Ida- 


ho’s 8th  record  overall.  Remarkable  anywhere 
in  Montana  in  winter,  a Barn  Owl  near  Ennis 
L.  14  Dec  represented  a first  record  for  Madi- 
son (ph.  EH).  Snowy  Owls  made  an  excellent 
showing,  with  at  least  35  in  w.  Montana  and 
ten  in  Idaho,  an  irruption  event  that  was  only 
surpassed  by  the  record  2005-2006  Snowy 
Owl  season.  With  fewer  than  ten  accepted  win- 
ter records  in  Idaho,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  at 
Lewiston  18  Dec  (CS),  Boise  18  Dec  (m.ob.), 
and  Eagle  9 Jan  QL)  were  remarkable.  Even  less 
expected  was  an  unidentified  hummingbird  at 
Kalispell,  MT  31  Dec  (DC).  Although  not  re- 
ported annually  in  winter,  Lewis’s  Woodpeck- 
ers were  documented  at  Garden  Valley,  ID  15 
Dec  (tCH)  and  Grantsdale,  MT  in  Jan  (CP). 

The  only  Blue  Jays  seen  away  from  the  Re- 
gion’s known  populations  were  at  Moscow,  ID 
1-17  Dec  (CS)  and  at  Ennis,  MT  15  Dec  (EH). 
If  accepted,  a House  Wren  in  Canyon  17  Dec 
(CH)  will  provide  Idaho’s  first  winter  record. 
Very  unexpected  in  sw.  Montana  was  a Marsh 
Wren  at  Ennis  L.  14  Dec  and  4 at  Bozeman  17 
Dec  (EH).  With  fewer  than  ten  winter  records 
for  Hermit  Thrush  in  Latilong  38,  sightings 
near  Bozeman  17  Dec  and  17  Feb  (KH,  AW) 
were  of  note.  Amazingly,  4 Northern  Mocking- 
birds were  documented  in  s.  Idaho,  represent- 
ing the  best  winter  showing  ever.  Also  very 
surprising  was  a tardy  Gray  Catbird  s.  of  En- 
nis, MT  19  Dec  (A&JE).  The  bird  of  the  season 
was  a Cape  May  Warbler  that  showed  up  in 
Helena,  MT  27  Nov-14  Dec  (ph,  SC)  and  pro- 
vided Montana’s  first  winter  record.  Unprec- 
edented in  far  n.  Idaho  was  a Yellow-rumped 
Warbler  that  held  over  in  Bonners  Ferry  28-29 
Dec  (ph.,  tJR).  Idaho’s  first  confirmed  winter 
records  of  Townsend’s  Warbler  and  Wil- 
son’s Warbler  came  from  near  Lapwai,  ID  5 
Jan  (tKG)  and  Bonners  Ferry  28-29  Dec  (ph., 
tJR),  respectively. 

Representing  Montana’s  4th  winter  record 
was  a Green-tailed  Towhee  near  Bozeman 
1 Feb  (NH).  Especially  rare  in  winter  away 
from  sw.  Idaho  was  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at 
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Hot  Springs,  MT  15  Jan  (DC).  Apparently  the 
Regions  rare  Zonotrichia  sparrows  were  else- 
where this  season,  with  only  2 While-throated 
Sparrows  and  2 Harris’s  Sparrows  reported. 
Very  exciting  was  Montana’s  3rd  Great-tailed 
Grackle,  which  remained  at  Bozeman  2-24 
Feb  (ph,  NH).  Far  less  unusual  but  still  rare 
were  Idaho  Great-taileds  at  Mud  L.  2-17  Dec 
(CW)  and  Grandview  16  Jan  (LD).  Hoary  Red- 
polls, not  reported  annually  in  Montana,  were 


identified  at  Somers  22  Jan  (DC)  and  George- 
town L.  24  Jan  (GS).  A Hoary  Redpoll  was 
photographed  in  Latah  29  Jan  (TG);  there  are 
only  four  accepted  Idaho  records. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Kathleen  Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Dan  Casey, 
Brian  Cooper,  Shari  Copenhaver,  Lynn  Dav- 
enport, Audrey  & Joel  Evers,  Kevin  Glueckert, 
Terry  Gray,  Nick  Hajdukovich,  Lisa  Hardy,  Ed 


Harper,  Kathryn  Hiestand,  Cheryl  Huizinga, 
Brian  Johnson,  Nate  Kohler,  Julie  Lokken.John 
Parker,  Colleen  Powell,  Shauna  Robinson,  Jan 
Rose,  Ken  Sinay,  Shirley  Sturts,  Gary  Swant, 
Charles  Swift,  Chuck  Trost,  Doug  Ward,  Cliff 
Weisse,  Robin  Wolcott,  Annie  Woodward,  Poo 
Wright-Pulliam,  Lewis  Young.  © 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue, 

La  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@frontier.com) 


Sartor  O.  Williams  III 


The  winter  of  2011-2012  began  with  a se- 
ries of  snow  storms  that  swept  the  state 
during  the  first  half  of  December,  but 
the  remainder  of  the  season  was  relatively  dry 
and  mild.  It  was  a busy  and  memorable  season 
for  rare  gulls,  for  the  study  of  wrens,  and  for 
a Rusty  Blackbird  invasion,  and  the  long-term 
trend  of  species  pushing  their  wintering  ranges 
northward  continued.  Thanks  to  John  Parme- 
ter  for  proofreading  this  report. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.WR.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.WR.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache  N.WR.); 
E.B.L.  (Elephant  Butte  L.);  G.B.A.  (Gila  Bird 
Area,  Grant):  L.V.N.WR.  (Las  Vegas  N.WR.); 
N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w.  of  Mel- 
rose); R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center, 
Albuquerque);  R.G.V  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy) 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Impressive  counts  for  Chen  geese  were  34,200 
Snow  and  4670  Ross’s  at  Bosque  17  Dec 
(DH)  and  5871  Snows  and  14,659  Ross’s 
at  B.L.N.WR.  4 Jan  QS).  Providing  a Curry 
first,  a Black  Brant  visited  Clovis  28-30  Dec 


New  Mexico 


(ph,  D.  Whitecotton,  ph.  JO,  ph.  WWi,  JEP). 
Some  4500  Cackling  Geese  were  at  Clovis 
7 Jan  (JEP).  On  the  swan  front,  a Mute  Swan 
at  Truth  or  Consequences  11  Feb  (ph.  SF) 
was  a local  escapee.  A Trumpeter  Swan  was 
at  Brantley  L.  10  Feb  (ph.  WWi),  but  6 tame 
Trumpeters  near  Farmington  Dec-Feb  (ph.  T. 
Reeves)  were  believed  to  be  part  of  a semi-feral 
group  from  Pagosa  Springs,  CO.  Five  Tundra 
Swans  were  at  L.VN.W.R.  3 Jan-18  Feb  (MW, 
J.  Mosley,  JO,  JEP),  and  singles  were  at  Cochiti 
L.  25  Dec  (WH)  and  Zuni  31  Dec  QT);  uniden- 
tified swans  noted  on  aerial  surveys  were  one 
at  Cherry  L.  9 Dec  and  3 Jan  (MW)  and  5 e. 
of  Tucumcari  3 Jan  (MW).  Noteworthy  Wood 
Duck  counts  included  46  at  Espanola  18  Dec 
(BF),  405  at  Albuquerque  18  Dec  (RV),  57  at 
Clovis  7 Jan  QEP),  and  18  at  B.L.N.WR.  7 Dec 
OS);  2 were  w.  to  Grants  8 Jan  (CR).  A male 
Cinnamon  Teal  persisted  at  Belen  3-27  Jan  QO, 
WWi),  and  up  to  3 were  at  E.B.L.  13  Jan  (DC); 
14  at  B.L.N.WR.  25  Jan  QS)  were  considered 
spring  arrivals.  A White-winged  Scoter  was 
late  at  Caballo  L.  7 Dec  (ph.  DC).  Single  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  near  Percha  17  Dec  (ph. 
CGL),  Las  Cruces  27  Jan  (ph.  R.  Castetter,  MS, 
ph.  JZ),  and  Loving  18  Dec  (RN).  An  ad.  male 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  at  Maxwell  N.WR. 
12-18  Feb  (CA,  JEP),  and  an  imm.  male  was 
on  the  Rio  Grande  at  Orilla  Verde, 

Taos  14  Jan  (CR).  A Pacific  Loon  at 
Cochiti  L.  18  Jan  (DK)  provided  the 
lone  report.  Noteworthy  for  Santa  Fe 
was  a Western  Grebe  at  Las  Campa- 
nas  10  Dec  (ph.  W EgelhofO;  aerial 
surveys  found  4100  Aechmophorus 
grebes  at  E.B.L,  6 Jan  (MW),  while  n. 
were  130  at  Morgan  L.  5 Jan  (MW) 
and  15  at  Ute  L.  3 Jan  (MW).  Up  to 
7 Neotropic  Cormorants  were  n.  to 
Albuquerque  21  Jan-29  Feb  (DH, 
m.ob.,  ph.  WH);  a high  62  were  be- 
low E.B.L.  Dam  20  Jan  (DC).  A Great 
Egret  lingered  n.  to  R.G.N.C.  7 Dec 
(DH).  Also  late  for  the  n.  was  a Green 
Heron  at  Corrales  18-21  Dec  (DK, 


ph.  WH).  A White-faced  Ibis  wintered  at  Belen 
Dec-Feb  (m.ob.),  and  at  least  one  persisted  at 

B. L.N.WR.  11-25  Jan  QS). 

Several  Turkey  Vultures  wintered  in  the  Ro- 
swell area,  where  9 were  present  17  Dec  (ph. 
JS),  and  others  were  noted  4 QS)  & 14  Jan  (DK, 
JR);  surprising  was  one  n.  to  Melrose,  Curry  16 
Dec  (SOW,  PM).  Two  White-tailed  Kites  were 
near  Nutt,  Luna  11  Jan  (ph.  WH),  and  2 were 
n.  of  Rodeo  31  Dec  [fide  MB).  Aerial  surveys 
counted  104  Bald  Eagles  along  standard  tran- 
sects 3-6  Jan  (MW);  112  were  counted  on  11 

C. B.C.s  14  Dec-2  Jan  (m.ob.).  North  in  the 
R.G.V  were  single  Harris’s  Hawks  w.  of  Hatch  21 
Dec  (CW)  and  at  Percha  1 1 Jan  (WWi).  A richly 
colored  imm.  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  likely  of 
one  of  the  e.  subspecies,  was  at  Luis  Lopez  28 
Feb  (ph.  JO).  Of  interest  n.  to  Santa  Fe  were  sin- 
gle Harlan’s  Hawks  at  La  Cieneguilla  Dec-Feb 
(ph.  JB,  ph.  BF)  and  Pojoaque  13  Feb  (ph.  EM). 
Seldom  reported  in  Valencia,  a Rough-legged 
Hawk  was  at  Los  Lunas  2 Jan  (CR).  Northerly 
Peregrine  Falcons  were  singles  near  Cuba  24 
Dec  (T.  Johnson),  at  Espanola  18  Dec  (ph.  BF), 
and  B.L.N.WR.  4 Jan  QS);  at  least  3 were  in  the 
Albuquerque  area  Dec-Jan  (m.ob.). 

CRANES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Sandhill  Cranes  were  unusually  conspicuous 


With  fewer  than  a dozen  records,  Brant  is  one  of  New  Mexico's  rarest 
waterfowl;  this  Black  Brant  was  at  Clovis,  Curry  County  28-30  (here  29) 
December  2011.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 
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Sed-shoufdered  Hawks  stray  to  New  Mexico  from  areas  both  east  and  west  of  the 
state;  this  immature  at  Luis  Lopez,  Socorro  County,  28  February  2012  appears  to 
represent  one  of  the  eastern  subspecies.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  OMenettel. 


sw.  to  Hidalgo,  including  6200  in  the  Animas- 
Cotton  City  area  24  Dec  (CDL)  and  300  at 
Virden  16  Dec  (EHa).  Now  regular  in  winter  in 
the  lower  R.G.V,  30  Black-necked  Stilts  were 
at  Sunland  Park  21  Dec  (DG)  and  13  Jan  OEP). 
and  9 were  along  the  Rio  Grande  at  Anapra  1 
Jan  (MS,  JZ).  Very  late  for  Albuquerque,  15 
American  Avocets  were  at  the  Alameda  bridge 
4 Dec  (ph.  WH,  ph.  CW);  up  to  6 persisted  at 
E.B.L.  25  Dec-5  Feb  (ph.  DC).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper was  late  at  Espanola  18  Dec  (BE).  Scarce 
in  New  Mexico  in  winter,  one  to  2 Long-billed 
Curlews  were  at  Bosque  2-21  Jan  (CR,  JEP,  CB), 
2 were  at  E.B.L.  25-27  Dec  (ph.  DC),  and  one 
was  s.  of  Gage,  Luna  19  Jan  (L.  Foerster).  Late 
for  the  Albuquerque  area,  single  Least  Sand- 
pipers were  at  R.G.N.C.  20  Dec  and  Tingley 
Beach  27  Dec  (fide  WH).  Surprising  in  winter 
at  2595  m,  a Wilsons  Snipe  was  at  Valles  Cal- 
dera 11  Feb  (WH).  An  American  Woodcock 
found  injured  at  Magdalena  2 Dec  later  died 
(fide  MB,  *Museum  of  Southwestern  Biology); 
it  provided  the  4th  state  record  from  w.  of  the 


R.G.V.  Franklin’s  Gull  winters  off 
the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America, 
so  very  surprising  was  an  ad.  in 
breeding  plumage  at  Albuquerque 
8 Jan  OEP)  and  5 Feb  (ph.  WH); 
farther  s.  in  the  R.G.V,  single  win- 
ter ads.  were  at  E.B.L.  2 & 26  Dec 
(ph.  DC)  and  Sunland  Park  1 Jan 
QNP).  Single  ad.  Mew  Gulls  were 
at  Albuquerque  6-23  Feb  (m.ob., 
ph.  A.  Bankert,  ph.  CW),  E.B.L. 
7 Dec-14  Jan  (WWe,  JEP,  m.ob.), 
and  Sunland  Park  27  Jan  QNP).  At 
least  one  first-cycle  Thayer’s  Gull 
was  at  Albuquerque’s  Alameda 
bridge  4 Dec-5  Feb  (m.ob.,  ph. 
WH,  ph.  JO);  at  E.B.L.,  an  ad.  and 
2 first-cycles  (including  a very  pale 
individual)  were  present  on  vari- 
ous dates  25  Dec-25  Eeb  (m.ob., 
ph.).  Continuing  from  Nov,  an  ad. 
or  nearly  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  at  E.B.L.  7 Dec-24  Feb  (WWe,  ph. 
DC,  RV,  JO,  JEP,  WWi),  and  what  was  prob- 
ably the  same  bird  was  at  nearby  Caballo  L.  10 
Dec  OO.  JEP).  A first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at 
Las  Cruces  13-17  Dec  (ph.  AT,  ph.  DG,  m.ob.) 
apparently  moved  s.  to  Sunland  Park,  where 
present  20  Dec-3  Jan  (ph.  DB,  ph.  CW,  ph. 
JNP,  RV);  at  E.B.L.,  2 first-cycles  (including 
a very  pale  one)  were  present  20  Jan-6  Feb 
(ph.  DC),  and  at  least  one  of  them  remained 
through  25  Feb  (RV,  ph.  JO,  JEP). 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon,  unexpected  in  win- 
ter, was  at  Sandia  Park  22  Dec-3  Jan  (ph.  R. 
Murphy).  White-winged  Doves  were  found 
statewide,  from  Farmington  and  Clayton  south- 
ward, including  Dec  concentrations  of  548  at 
Albuquerque  18  Dec  (RV)  and  2005  at  Roswell 
17  Dec  OS);  noteworthy  for  Santa  Fe  were  some 
100  at  Cerrillos  30  Dec-29  Feb  (AF)  and  75 
at  Galisteo  18  Jan  (DK);  an  active  nest  was  at 
Columbus  25  Feb  (LM).  Among  the  few  Inca 
Doves  were  one  at  Gila  3 Dec  QO),  9 at  Virden 
2 Dec  OEP),  5 at  Rodeo  2-31  Dec  OEP,  NP),  and 


Far  from  its  expected  wintering  area  along  the  Pacific 
coast  of  South  America,  this  alternate-plumaged  adult 
Franklin's  Gull  was  at  Albuquerque,  Bernalillo  County, 
New  Mexico  8 January  through  5 February  (here)  2012. 
Photograph  by  William  H.  Howe. 


Although  outnumbered  in  New  Mexico  by  Winter  Wrens,  small  numbers 
of  Pacific  Wrens  likewise  winter  in  the  state,  sometimes  in  the  same 
locales  as  their  dose  relative;  this  Pacific  was  in  the  Tingley  bosque  at 
Albuquerque,  Bernalillo  County,  from  21  December  201 1 into  March 
(here  3 January)  2012.  Photograph  by  Matthew  J.  Bamam. 


2 at  Hillsboro  26  Jan  (DC).  A Common  Ground- 
Dove  was  at  Rodeo  2-31  Dec  OEP,  ph.  MB).  I 
The  continuing  Monk  Parakeet  was  at  its  roost 
structure  near  Albuquerque’s  Alameda  bridge 
18  Jan  (C.  Hayes).  Moving  on  up,  a Greater 
Roadrunner  was  at  2296  m at  Los  Alamos  2 Dec 
(ph.  J.  Fitzgibbon).  An  early  Barn  Owl  was  n. 
to  Nambe  13  Feb  (EM),  and  a Burrowing  Owl 
was  at  Rio  Rancho  by  4 Feb  (WH).  Rare  in  New 
Mexico,  2 Short-eared  Owls  were  in  the  middle 
Animas  Valley  1 Jan  (ph.  CA,  RV).  Enjoying  the 
balmy  weather,  8 White-throated  Swifts  were  in 
the  Percha-Williamsburg  area  28  Dec  (ph.  DC). 
Among  the  few  hummingbird  reports  were  a 
male  Magnificent  at  Silver  City  5 Jan  (KB),  an  ; 
imm.  male  Anna’s  at  E.B.L.  2-6  Dec  (ph.  DC,  ) 
JEP),  at  least  one  Anna’s  at  Las  Cruces  6-17  Dec  j 
(S.  & W.  Hill,  DG),  one  to  2 female  Broad-taileds  il 
at  Las  Cruces  1 Dec  (ph.  NS),  a male  Broad-  ) 
tailed  at  Silver  City  26  Dec  (K.  Neil),  an  ad.  male 
Rufous  at  E.B.L.  2 Dec-4  Jan  (ph.  DC,  JEP)  and 
another  at  Las  Cruces  Dec-13  Jan  QD),  plus  a ( 
green-backed  male  Rufous  at  Las  Cruces  4-5  [ 

Dec  (ph.  DS).  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  typi-  | 
cally  vacate  Fort  Sumner  in  winter,  but  an  ad. 
was  there  29  Jan  (CR).  An  Acorn  Woodpecker 
was  near  Cuba  21  Jan  (WH);  high  counts  in-  ■ [ 
eluded  46  at  Silver  City  17  Dec  (KB)  and  41  at 
Ruidoso  2 Jan  (AP).  A Red-breasted  Sapsucker  ? 
X Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  was  at  Tijeras  26 
Dec  (ph.  RV);  pure  Red-breasted  remains  unver- 
ified in  New  Mexico.  Apparently  pure  Yellow- 
shafted  Flickers  were  singles  at  Clayton  14  Dec 
(CR),  Los  Ranchos  11  Jan  (CR),  near  Percha  2 ' 

Jan  (DG),  at  Leasburg  28  Jan  (CG),  and  w.  to 
Silver  City  4-18  Jan  (KB),  but  intergrades  with 
Red-shafteds  were  nearly  as  numerous,  includ- 
ing 4 at  Clayton  14  Dec  (CR)  and  singles  at  Los 
Alamos  Dec-Jan  (ph.  SF),  Percha  16  Feb  (CG, 
ph.  DS),  and  Zuni  31  Dec  (JT). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  LONGSPUiS 

Several  Empidonax  flycatchers  persisted  in 
Guadalupe  Canyon,  vAth  up  to  3 Hammond’s 
31  Dec-2  Jan  (ph.  CGL,  ph.  MB,  NP),  a Gray 


increasingly  frequent  as  a cool  season  visitor  to  New  Mexico, 
where  found  in  seven  of  the  past  ten  years,  this  Pine  Warbler 
was  at  Rattlesnake  Springs,  Eddy  County  1 7 December  201 1 
through  10  March  (here  12  February)  2012.  Photograph  by 
Jerry  R.  OMenettel. 


322 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


31  Dec-2  Jan  (ph.  CGL,  ph.  MB,  NP),  and  a 
Dusky  2 Jan  (MB);  up  to  2 of  uncertain  species 
were  in  the  Caballo  L.  area  30  Dec-2  Jan  (DH, 
JD).  Lingering  n.  of  usual  were  3 Black  Phoebes 
at  Cimarron  18  Dec  (M.  Kelly)  and  singles  at 
Dixon  14  Dec  (RT),  Espanola  18  Dec  (BF),  and 
Santa  Fe  17  Dec  (DF).  Say’s  Phoebes  in  the  n, 
were  2 at  Farmington  17  Dec  (AN)  and  3 at 
Espanola  18  Dec  (BF);  a vocal  one  at  Pojoaque 
17  Feb  QB)  may  have  been  an  early  spring  mi- 
grant. One  to  3 Northern  Shrikes  were  at  1 1 
sites  across  the  north,  including  singles  s.  to 
Zuni  31  Dec  QT),  La  Ventana  8 Jan  (CR),  and 
Cerrillos  25  Jan  (AF).  Pinyon  Jay  flocks  were 
conspicuous  s.  to  Grant,  including  102  at  Bear 
Mountain  Lodge  4 Dec  (EHa),  150  at  Silver 
City  19  Jan  (KB),  and  67  at  C.B.A.  10  Feb  (RS). 
Single  Blue  Jays  were  w.  to  Santa  Fe  17  Dec 
(DE)  and  La  Luz  29  Dec  (ph.  CC);  a heard-only 
Blue  Jay  at  Las  Cruces  3 Dec  was  soon  revealed 
as  a solar-powered  loudspeaker  broadcasting 
jay  calls  to  deter  crows  from  pecan  orchards 
(NS  et  ah).  Undeterred,  some  10,673  American 
Crows  were  tallied  at  Las  Cruces  17  Dec  (DC). 
Following  near  colony  collapse  at  Carlsbad 
Cavern  in  2011,  Cave  Swallows  did  not  arrive 
there  this  year  until  23  Feb,  some  two  weeks 
later  than  typical  (fide  SW).  “Stub-tailed”  wrens 
attracted  much  attention  in  the  Albuquerque 
area,  where  Winter  Wrens  outnumbered  Pa- 
cihc  Wrens  by  7 to  2,  and  vocalizations  were 
deemed  key  to  any  identification.  A Pacific 
Wren  was  in  Cienega  Canyon,  Sandia  Mts.  26 
Dec-1  Jan  (NP,  v.r.  MB,  ph.  NH,  ph.  JO,  m.ob.) 
and  another  in  Albuquerque’s  Tingley  bosque 
entertained  many  from  21  Dec  into  Mar  (WH, 
m.ob.,  ph.,  v.r.).  At  least  2 Winter  Wrens  were 
in  the  same  Tingley  bosque  area  from  20  Dec 
through  at  least  17  Feb  (m.ob.,  ph.,  v.r.).  Other 
Winter  Wrens  in  the  Albuquerque  area  were 
singles  at  Corrales  18  Dec  (ph.  WH),  the  Alam- 
eda bridge  3 Dec-18  Feb  (ph.  CW,  m.ob.),  the 
West  Side  18  Dec  (CR),  the  North  Valley  10  Jan 
(DH),  and  the  South  Valley  from  Oct  through 
13  Jan  (DH);  elsewhere,  single  Winters  were 
at  Bosque  17  Dec-15  Jan  (DH),  Ladder  Ranch 
15  Dec  (NH),  and  below  Brantley  Dam  27  Jan 
(RN);  a silent  wren  of  this  group  was  at  Spence 
Hot  Springs,  Sandoval  27  Dec  (CGL).  North- 
erly Marsh  Wrens  were  2 at  Stubblefield  L.  2 1 
Dec  (MB)  and  one  at  La  Cieneguilla  15  Jan  QB). 
A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  at  Deming  7 Jan 
(EHo).  An  American  Dipper  was  a surprise  in 
the  Sandia  Mts.  at  the  Ojito  Open  Space  near 
Cedar  Crest  22  Jan  (DH,  NH,  CB);  a pair  was 
courting  n.  of  Jemez  Springs  by  11  Feb  (WH). 

Eastern  Bluebirds  occurred  widely  in  the  e. 
as  well  as  throughout  the  R.G.V  from  Rio  Ar- 
riba to  Doha  Ana;  w.  were  5 along  Tierra  Blan- 
ca Cr.,  w.  Sierra  26  Jan  (DC),  one  or  more  at 
Zuni  in  Dec  QT),  one  at  C.B.A.  27  Dec  (RS), 


NEW  MEXICO 


Rusty  Blackbirds  appeared  at  six  New  Mexico  locales  from  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  eastward  during 
winter  201 1 -2012,  including  up  to  four  in  the  Tingley  bosque  at  Albuquerque,  Bernalillo  County 
20  December  2011  (here)  through  15  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Ashli  C.  Corbet. 


This  adult  male  Common  Redpoll  that  visited  Bo  Olcott's  feeder  along  the  Turquoise  Trail  south  of 
Santa  Fe,  Santa  fe  County  22  (here  24)  December  2011  through  18  February  2012  provided  just 
the  second  confirmed  New  Mexico  record.  Photographs  by  Bernard  R.  Foy. 


2 at  Bill  Evans  L.  16 
Jan  (E.  Wootten),  3 at 
Virden  16  Dec  (EHo), 
and  7 at  Deming  1 Feb 
(LM).  A male  Varied 
Thrush  at  Deming  29 
Dec  (CGL)  provided  a 
Luna  first.  Wintering 
Gray  Catbirds  were 
singles  at  Bosque  21 
Jan  (CR)  and  Las  Cru- 
ces 19  Dec- 19  Feb  (W 
Glenn)  and  2 at  R.S. 

17  Dec  (RN),  with  one 
still  there  14  Jan  (DK). 

Northern  Mocking- 
birds lingering  in  the 
n.  included  one  in 
the  snow  at  Oasis  S.P 
6 Dec  0-  Lofton)  and 
other  singles  at  Albu- 
querque 18  Dec  (RV) 
and  Clovis  31  Dec 
(GB);  in  the  s.,  a high 
78  were  at  Las  Cruces 
17  Dec  (DC).  Brown 
Thrashers  were  well  represented  from  the  R.G.V 
eastward,  including  up  to  5 at  R.S.  2 Jan  (SW); 
2 were  w.  to  Zuni  31  Dec  QT).  Maintaining  a 
northwesterly  presence,  2 Curve -billed  Thrash- 
ers were  near  Grants  8 Jan  (CR);  3 were  n.  to 
Dixon  14  Dec  (RT).  Two  Crissal  Thrashers  were 
n.  to  the  Tesuque  area  29  Dec  (A.  Gancarz). 
Far  n.  for  midwinter,  2 American  Pipits  were  at 
Abiquiu  Dam  21  Jan  (WH).  Moderate  numbers 
of  Cedar  Waxwings  occurred  nearly  statewide 
Dec-Jan,  including  104  n.  to  Farmington  (AN) 
and  35  at  Santa  Fe  (DE)  17  Dec.  Phainopeplas 
were  relatively  scarce  in  usual  haunts  in  the  sw., 
where  favored  foods  were  likewise  scarce,  but 
were  fairly  common  about  mistletoe  and  sumac 
in  the  lower  R.G.V,  including  60  in  the  Caballo 
L.  area  2 Jan  QD);  noteworthy  were  2 at  Ru- 
idoso  2 Jan  (AP)  and  3 n.  to  Roswell  17  Dec 
QS).  Some  99  Lapland  Longspurs  were  in  the 
Clayton  area  14  Dec  (CR),  but  the  species  was 
decidedly  rare  elsewhere. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  Ovenbird  at  La  Luz  28  Dec  (M.  Haribal) 
represented  the  7th  New  Mexico  winter  record 
since  the  first  in  1998.  Northerly  Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  were  singles  at  Albuquerque 
in  the  Tingley  bosque  7 Jan  (SF)  and  the  South 
Valley  20  Jan  (DH).  A Common  Yellowthroat 
lingered  at  Albuquerque  18  Dec  (RV).  Rare 
warblers  were  a Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at 
Ladder  Ranch  15  Dec  (NH)  and  a Pine  War- 
bler at  R.S.  17  Dec  (ph.  R.  Hurd)  and  9 Feb- 
Mar  (ph.  SW,  ph.  JO,  RN). 

A Green-tailed  Towhee  wintered  n.  to  Em- 


budito  Canyon,  Sandia  Mts.,  seen  10  Jan  (MB) 
and  5 Feb  (ph.  J.  Schelling).  Noteworthy  for 
Santa  Fe,  a Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  was  n. 
to  Ancha  Canyon  near  Buckman  16  Jan  (ph. 
JB).  Notoriously  difficult  to  document  in  win- 
ter, several  Cassin’s  Sparrows  were  reported 
across  the  s.;  those  with  useful  details  were  one 
at  Ladder  Ranch  15  Dec  (AF),  2 near  Aguirre 
Springs  7 Jan  (ph.  B.  Zimmer),  and  at  least  one 
in  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  1 Jan  (ph.  NH).  Several 
American  Tree  Sparrows  reached  Santa  Fe,  with 
up  to  11  at  Galisteo  8-22  Jan  (ph.  RC,  ph.  JB, 
DK,  BF)  and  8 at  La  Cieneguilla  11-13  Feb  (BF, 
ph.  JB);  one  was  s.  to  N.R.T.  7 Jan  (JEP,  WWi). 
Chipping  Sparrows  at  the  n.  edge  of  the  win- 
ter range  included  7 at  Albuquerque  18  Dec 
(RV),  13  in  the  Sandia  Mts.  26  Dec  (NP,  WH), 
and  5 at  Clovis  31  Dec  (GB).  A good  season 
for  Field  Sparrow  produced  reports  from  eight 
locales  in  seven  counties,  including  4 along  the 
Delaware  R.,  s.  Eddy  1 Jan  (SW),  a high  5 at 
Sumner  L.  29  Jan  (CR),  and,  w.  to  the  R.G.V, 
singles  at  Escondida  18  Feb  (ph.  JO)  and  Lad- 
der Ranch  15  Dec  (AF).  A Vesper  Sparrow  was 
ne.  to  Clayton  28  Dec  QO).  A Lark  Sparrow 
was  n.  to  the  Five  Points  area,  Sevilleta  N.W.R. 
15  Dec  (DK);  another  was  at  La  Union  10-18 
Feb  (ph.  DB),  where  recently  regular  in  winter. 
Another  species  found  n.  of  usual,  Lark  Bun- 
tings included  one  at  Clayton  27-28  Dec  (JO), 
40  near  Sedan  19  Feb  (MB,  NP),  30  at  N.R.T. 
30  Dec-7  Jan  (JEP),  and  a surprising  300  at 
Clovis  31  Dec  (GB);  small  numbers  were  n.  in 
the  R.G.V  to  Sevilleta  N.WR.,  Luis  Lopez,  and 
Bosque  in  Dec.  Always  a treat,  a Baird’s  Spar- 
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row  was  at  the  Leopold  Vista,  n.  Grant  2 Dec 
(ph.  JO),  and  another  was  in  Ladder  Ranch 
grasslands  15  Dec  (WWe);  5 were  reported 
in  the  middle  Animas  Valley  1 Jan  (fide  NP), 
when  at  least  one  was  photographed  (ph.  CA). 
A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  at  Clayton  L.  14  Dec 
(CR)  furnished  a Union  hrst.  A gray  Fox  Spar- 
row was  at  Galisteo  18  Jan  (DK),  and  single 
red  ones  were  in  Cienega  Canyon,  Sandia  Mts. 
28  Dec  (C.  Black)  and  in  the  R.G.V.  at  Albu- 
querque’s Tingley  bosque,  Luis  Lopez,  E.B.L. 
Dam,  Ladder  Ranch,  and  Las  Palomas  Dec-Jan 
(m.ob.),  plus  at  R.S.  17  Dec-25  Feb  (RN,  DK, 
CW);  undetailed  was  one  at  Las  Cruces  17  Dec 
(DG).  A Swamp  Sparrow  was  w.  to  Acomita 
L.,  Cibola  8 Jan  (CR).  Another  good  Harris’s 
Sparrow  season  found  singles  in  the  R.G.V 
near  Orilla  Verde  27  Jan  (fide  MB),  Pojoaque 
31  Dec-21  Feb  (ph.  H.  Morgan),  Luis  Lopez 
14  Dec-29  Feb  QO,  JEP),  Bosque  17  Dec  (ph. 
NH,  CB),  Percha  30  Dec-7  Feb  (LM),  and  Las 
Cruces  5-17  Dec  (ph.  NS);  w.  were  singles  at 
Hillsboro  in  Dec  (ph.  B.  Barnes)  and  Gila  2 Dec 
QO).  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  had  a strong 
season,  with  singles  at  Cerrillos  12-29  Feb  (AF, 
ph.  JB,  ph.  BF),  Albuquerque’s  Paradise  Hills 
28  Dec-29  Feb  (ph.  V/H,  SOW,  PM,  CR),  Em- 
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Mark  M.  Stevenson  (Non-passerines) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 


It  is  with  deep  sadness  that  we  note  the  pass- 
ing of  our  friend  Gale  Monson.  Gale  was  Ari- 
zona’s first  regional  editor  for  Audubon  Field 
Notes,  and  then  American  Birds,  the  precursors 
to  North  American  Birds.  Gale  was  one  of  the 
principal  authors  of  the  1964  Birds  of  Arizona, 
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budito  Canyon,  Sandia  Mts.  26  Dec  (fide  NP), 
and  E.B.L.  2 Jan-8  Feb  (ph.  DC,  ph.  JO,  JEP). 

Noteworthy  were  6 Northern  Cardinals  at 
Rodeo  2 Dec  OEP)-  A record  season  for  Rusty 
Blackbird  produced  one  at  Clayton  L.  17  Dec 
(ph.  D.  E.  Weidemann),  up  to  4 ne.  of  Clayton 
22-31  Dec  (MB,  ph.  JO),  one  at  B.L.N.WR.  17 
Dec  (ph.  E.  Roesler),  and,  in  the  R.G.V,  one 
near  R.G.N.C.  18  Dec  (ph.  RV,  JEP),  up  to  4 
in  the  Tingley  bosque  20  Dec-15  Jan  (m.ob., 
ph.),  and  one  s.  of  Percha  2 Jan  (AT,  ph.  DS). 
Lingering  Common  Crackles  included  up  to  12 
at  Deming  17  Dec  (ph.  CGL)  and  2 Jan  (LKM) 
and  at  least  2 at  La  Luz  28  Dec  (ph.  CG).  Two 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  at  Las  Cruces  13-14 
Jan  (DG,  CG),  the  only  reliable  winter  location 
for  the  species  in  New  Mexico.  An  alternate- 
plumaged  ad.  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  persisted 
at  a sugar  water  feeder  at  Portales  from  29 
Nov-Mar  (ph.  D.  Batten).  Among  the  few  Cas- 
sin’s  Finch  reports  was  one  at  Sevilleta  N.WR. 
6 Dec  (ph.  K.  Granillo).  Providing  only  the 
2nd  conhrmed  New  Mexico  record,  an  ad. 
male  Common  Redpoll  visited  a feeder  near 
the  unincorporated  San  Marcos  community  25 
km  s.  of  Santa  Fe  22  Dec-18  Feb  (ph.  R.  01- 
cott,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Scarce  in  recent  years,  3 Law- 


rence’s Goldfinches  were  sw.  of  Silver  City  1 7 
Dec  (K.  Dayer,  E.  Lewis). 

Initialed  observers:  Collin  Adams,  Jonathan 
Batkin,  Matthew  Baumann,  Grant  Beauprez, 
Karen  Beckenbach,  Dan  Belcher,  Celestyn 
Brozek,  Roger  Clark,  David  Cleary,  John  Doug- 
las, Deanna  Einspahr,  Andrew  Fenner,  Stephen 
Fettig,  Bernard  Foy,  Coleman  Goin,  David  Grif- 
fin, Elaine  Halbedel,  David  Hawksworth,  Nancy 
Hetrick,  Eric  Hough,  William  Howe,  David 
Krueper,  Carroll  D.  Littlefield,  Carl  G.  Lund- 
blad,  Ed  MacKerrow,  Larry  Malone,  Patricia 
Mehlhop,  Alan  Nelson,  Robert  Nieman,  Jerry 
Oldenettel,  John  E.  Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton, 
Nicholas  Pederson,  Anita  Powell,  Christopher 
Rustay,  Janet  Ruth,  Jeffrey  Sanchez,  Marcy  Scott, 
Roland  Shook,  Donna  Simonetti,  Nancy  Stotz, 
Robert  Templeton,  John  Trochet,  A1  Trompler, 
Raymond  VanBuskirk,  Mark  Watson,  Steve 
West,  William  West,  Sartor  0.  Williams,  Wil- 
liam Wittman,  Cole  Wolf,  James  Zabriskie.  O 


Sartor  0.  Williams  III, 

Division  of  Birds,  Museum  of  Southwestern  Biology, 
University  of  New  Mexico,  Albuquerque, 

New  Mexico  87131  -0001 , (sunbitterniaearthlink.net) 


also  published  the  Annotated  Checklist  of  the  Birds 
of  Arizona,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Arizona  Bird  Committee.  His  contribution  to 
the  understanding  of  status  and  distribution  of 
Arizona  birds  was  instrumental  in  establishing 
a base  for  all  others  to  build  upon,  particularly 
along  the  lower  Colorado  River,  where  he  was 
based  for  many  years.  Gale  blazed  the  path  for 
many  others  interested  in  Arizona  ornithology. 
He  is  missed  by  many,  even  as  his  legacy  lives  on. 

December  brought  cool  and  wet  weather, 
with  generous  rains,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
season  was  warm  and  dry,  typical  of  a period  of 
La  Nina  influence.  While  this  allowed  easy  bird- 
ing,  it  worsened  the  long-term  drought.  Among 
the  season’s  avian  highlights  were  Glaucous 
Gull,  Nutting’s  Flycatcher,  the  second  Arizona 
record  of  Smith’s  Longspur,  and  the  first  state 
records  of  Common  Redpoll. 

Abbreviations:  B.WD.  (Bill  Williams  Delta,  L. 
Havasu),  H.R.P.  (Hassayampa  River  Preserve), 
L.C.R.V  (lower  Colorado  R.  valley),  Sweetwater 
(Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson) 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Cackling  Goose  remains  a very  rare  winter  Hsi- 
tor  to  Arizona.  Singles  were  reported  at  Avon- 
dale 7 Dec-7  Jan  (ph.  MH)  and  Cibola  N.WR. 


19  Dec  (DVP).  Recorded  less  than  annually,  5 
non-banded  Trumpeter  Swans  were  in  the  Mo- 
have Valley  12  Jan-26  Feb  (ph.,  JG.  Graves;  ph. 
JWe,  DVP).  Eurasian  Wigeon  numbers  ticked 
up  a little,  with  singles  in  Phoenix  19  Dec-3 
Mar  (ph.  L.  Butler),  Tucson  6 Jan  (female;  P 
Butler),  Flagstaff  11  Jan-3  Feb  (MMS,  MP),  and 
Lower  L.  Mary  23  Feb  QW).  Upwards  of  1000 
Mallards  in  a dry  field  in  the  Arlington  Valley 
27  Dec  and  7 Feb  (TC;  RT)  made  an  unusu- 
ally high  number  away  from  water  in  Arizona.  A 
few  Mexican  Ducks  were  reported  out  of  range, 
with  one  at  Havasu  N.WR.  6 Dec  (DVP)  and 
3 at  Chandler  21  Jan  (TC).  The  prevalence  of 
Mallard  x Mexican  Duck  hybrids  continues  to 
cloud  the  identification  of  ducks  of  Mexican- 
like  appearance.  Up  to  3 Cinnamon  Teal  were 
at  Watson  L.  23-31  Dec  (D.  Moll),  where  they 
are  casual  in  winter.  Presumably  the  same  bird 
returning  for  a 4th  winter,  a male  Eurasian  Teal 
was  at  Tempe  Town  L.  10  Dec-6  Mar  (ph.  M. 
Weber;  ph.  PD).  Last  winter,  a state  high  count 
of  307  mussel-gobbling  Greater  Scaup  was  tal- 
lied at  B.WD.;  that  number  was  eclipsed  by  350 
present  there  5 Dec  (DVP,  LHa);  conversely,  a 
meager  6 Lesser  Scaup  were  present  that  day. 
Greater  Scaup  remains  a very  sparse  Hsitor  away 
from  the  Colorado  R.,  with  2 at  Gila  Bend  S.T.P 
22  Dec  (CB),  one  at  Page  S.T.P.  11  Jan  (MMS, 
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Five  Trumpeter  Swans  were  discovered  in  the  Mohave  Valley  north  of  Topock  Marsh, 
Havasu  National  Wildlife  Refuge  12  January  2012  (here)  and  remained  through  26 
February,  establishing  a fifth  Arizona  record.  Photograph  by  John  West. 


MP),  2 at  Saguaro  L.  11  Jan  (TC 
et  al),  3 at  Pena  Blanca  L.  20  Jan 
(LH),  and  one  at  Gila  Farms  pond 

19  Feb  (CB).  Four  Surf  Scoters  at 
B.WD.  in  fall  had  dwindled  to  one 
by  29  Jan  (m.ob.);  one  remained 
at  Parker  Dam  through  5 Feb 
(m.ob.),  then  apparently  relocated 
to  B.WD  20  Feb-14  Mar  (N.  Ned- 
dermeyer;  LFla);  and  one  was  at 
Patagonia  L.  19  Feb  (ph,  B.  Plath). 

At  B.WD,,  the  White-winged  Sco- 
ter from  fall  was  joined  by  another 

20  Dec  (LHa),  with  one  remaining 
through  the  period.  At  Willow  L., 
up  to  2 were  present  16  Dec-29 
Feb  (ph,  MN;  S.  Drown).  Rare  inland,  a Long- 
tailed Duck  was  present  below  Glen  Canyon 
Dam  again  this  winter  3 Jan-25  Mar  (SP),  and 
another  was  found  at  Bullhead  City  3-6  Feb 
(ph.  B.  Bodjack).  High  numbers  of  Hooded 
Mergansers  were  found  at  several  locations;  38 
were  at  Sun  Lakes  21  Jan  (TC,  T.  Lewis),  32 
were  at  Willow  L.  2 Feb  (MN),  and  16  were  be- 
low Davis  Dam  26  Jan  (DVP).  Rare  away  from 
the  Colorado  R.,  2 Red-breasted  Mergansers 
were  at  Parker  Canyon  L.  15  Dec  (ph.  AR). 

Red-throated  Loons  wintered  on  L.  Havasu 
again,  with  2 continuing  at  B.WD.  through  the 
period  and  another  there  10  Dec  (DVP  et  al.), 
one  at  Lake  Havasu  City  2-12  Dec  (tLHa,  DVP), 
2 there  9 Dec  (LHa,  DVP),  and  likely  one  of  the 
same  birds  on  the  opposite  side  of  Pittsburgh 
Pt.  11  Jan  (C.  Marantz,  ph.  DVP).  The  late  fall 
Pacific  Loon  continued  at  Benson  through  13 
Dec  (m.ob.).  Rare  away  from  the  Colorado  R.,  2 
Common  Loons  were  on  L.  Pleasant  10  Dec-27 
Jan  (TD),  and  one  was  at  Parker  Canyon  L.  15- 
20  Dec  (AR).  At  their  lone  Arizona  outpost  of 
Pena  Blanca  L.,  Least  Grebes  were  present  all 
season,  with  reported  numbers  decreasing  to  6. 
Horned  Grebe  is  rare  away  from  the  Colorado 
R.,  though  numbers  were  up  this  winter:  2 were 
at  Tucson  7-18  Dec  (B.  Gibbons;  ph.  AC),  3 on 
L.  Pleasant  10  Dec-27  Jan  (TD),  4 on  Canyon 
L.  12  Jan  (TC),  one  on  Tempe  Town  L.  14  Jan 
(M,  Weber),  one  at  Sun  Lakes  21  Jan  (TC),  2 on 
Willow  L.  13  Feb  (S.  Burk  et  al.),  and  one  on 
Gila  Farms  pond  19  Feb  (CB).  In  the  L.C.R.V, 
peak  counts  included  up  to  20  seen  from  Mes- 
quite Bay,  L.  Havasu  9 Dec  (LHa,  DVP)  and  6 
at  B.WD.  7 Jan  (DVP,  LHa).  At  L.  Powell,  up 
to  2 were  present  3-10  Jan  (SP,  CL),  while  on 
L.  Mead,  a survey  of  65  km  of  shoreline  in  the 
Virgin  Basin  yielded  a count  of  50  birds  4 Jan 
(LHa  et  al.).  The  Red-necked  Grebe  from  fall 
continued  off  Pittsburgh  Pt.,  Lake  Havasu  City 
through  12  Dec  (m.ob.),  where  it  was  joined 
by  another  5-12  Dec  Q-  Coons;  TDVP).  Away 
from  the  L.C.R.V,  one  was  above  Gillespie  Dam 
26  Dec-1  Jan  (TC,  J.  Miller;  ph.  TD).  Until 


recently,  this  grebe  was  casual  in  the  state.  An 
impressive  5000+  Eared  Grebes  were  off  Pitts- 
burgh Pt.  10  Dec  (DVP,  LHa),  most  of  them 
were  on  the  California  side  of  the  lake.  Many 
departed  within  a few  days,  as  did  360  at  Wil- 
low L.  25  Dec  (MN).  Clarks  Grebe  remains  rare 
away  from  the  large  reservoirs  in  the  state.  Of 
note  were  singles  continuing  at  Tucson  through 
8 Dec  (m.ob.)  and  at  Gillespie  Dam  26-29  Dec 
(TC).  A few  outlier  Neotropic  Cormorants  were 
found,  with  one  continuing  at  B.WD.  all  sea- 
son (m.ob.)  and  likely  the  same  bird  present 
intermittently  at  Parker  Dam,  2 at  Roosevelt 
L.  17  Jan  (TC),  one  at  Willow  L.  2 Feb  (MN) 
increasing  to  3 (among  84  Double-crested)  12 
Feb+  (MN),  and  one  at  Sunsites  S.T.P  27  Feb 
(T.  Battiste).  Brown  Pelican  is  a sparse  winter 
visitor;  at  B.WD.,  the  fall  group  dwindled  to  3 
through  7 Dec  (m.ob.),  and  one  was  at  Tempe 
Town  L.  17  Jan+  (R.  Krebill).  A late  White-faced 
Ibis  shuttled  around  the  Tucson  area  13-18  Dec 
(m.ob.). 

The  Santa  Cruz  Flats  raptor  count  tallied  113 
Black  Vultures  21  Jan  (fide  DJ),  a good  winter 
count  for  the  area.  An  Osprey  was  n.  to  Page 
Springs  17  Jan  (ph.  G.  Botello).  An  imm.  North- 
ern Goshawk  was  a surprise  on  the  e.  flank 
of  the  Tucson  Mts.  15-17  Feb  (S.  Levy,  ph.  J. 
Levy);  the  species  is  rare  in  the  lowlands,  even 
in  winter.  At  least  one  Red-shouldered  Hawk 
continued  at  H.R.P  all  season  (CK-S  et  al.);  a 
likely  continuing  bird  was  at  San  Bernardino 
N.WR.  18  Jan  (REW);  and  one  was  at  Cibola 
N.WR.  26  Jan  (D.  Sherony);  this  hawk  has  be- 
come rare  but  regular  in  the  state.  An  ad.  Gray 
Hawk  wintered  again  at  Amado  (m.ob.),  one 
was  seen  near  Carmen  9 Dec  (LH),  and  an  imm. 
was  at  Cienega  Creek  Preserve  22-28  Jan  (ph. 
MA).  Though  still  rare,  this  species  has  become 
more  numerous  in  winter  in  se.  Arizona.  Also 
rare  in  winter,  single  Zone-tailed  Hawks  were 
at  Sierra  Vista  24  Dec  (E.  Wilson)  and  Anthem 
26  Dec  (C.  WolQ.  Rough-legged  Hawk  is  a rare 
winter  visitor;  singles  were  reported  from  the 
San  Rafael  Valley  14  Dec+  (W  Janousek,  m.ob.). 


This  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  Lake  Havasu  City,  Arizona 
23  December  201 1 (here)  through  30  January  201 2,  providing 
only  a seventh  Arizona  record.  Photograph  by  Chris  Benesh. 


Paloma  22-23  Dec  (CB),  Mormon  L.  26  Dec  (T. 
Linda),  in  the  Parker  Valley  14-15  Feb  (j.  Tobin, 
ph.  M.  Tobin  et  al.),  and  near  Greer  23-24  Feb 
(P  Kline).  Away  from  typical  areas,  single  Crest- 
ed Caracaras  were  at  Paloma  23  Dec  (S.  Healy), 
Rio  Rico  10-29  Feb  Q-  Higgins),  and  Tucson  15 
Feb  (L.  Norris),  an  indication  of  the  continued 
wandering  of  this  species  in  s.  Arizona.  Sandhill 
Cranes  are  rarely  seen  away  from  areas  of  winter 
concentrations,  so  these  were  of  note:  one  in  the 
Santa  Cruz  Flats  3 Dec  (R.  Fray),  one  at  Rio  Rico 
5 Dec  (M.  Kehl),  and  3 over  Palominas  12  Dec 
(G.  Lewis),  with  the  tight  date  range  suggesting 
slight  navigation  errors. 

A late  Semipalmated  Plover  lingered  in  the 
Arlington  valley  through  23  Dec  (MH).  In  the 
Santa  Cmz  Flats,  the  wintering  Mountain  Plo- 
ver flock  peaked  near  100  birds  7 Jan  (W  Rus- 
sell), while  in  the  Sulfur  Springs  Valley,  the  only 
report  was  of  3 near  Elfrida  4 Dec  (S.  William- 
son). At  Paloma,  82  plovers  found  25  Dec  (W 
Gross!)  made  a good  total  for  that  area,  where 
recent  reports  have  been  few.  In  the  Parker  Val- 
ley, 27  were  found  16  Jan  (LHa,  DVP).  Perhaps 
an  Arizona  first,  the  Solitary  Sandpiper  from  fall 
successfully  wintered  at  Sweetwater  (m.ob.). 
Rare  in  winter,  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  was  near  Casa 
Grande  14  Jan  (TC),  while  singles  in  the  Santa 
Cruz  Flats  16  Feb  (ph.  AC)  and  at  Whitewater 
Draw  WA.  25  Feb  (E.  Wilson)  may  have  been 
early  migrants.  A Long-billed  Curlew  at  Havasu 
N.WR.  16  Dec  (D.  DeLorenzo)  was  a rare  find, 
and  9 Marbled  Godwits  at  Lake  Havasu  City  2 
Dec  (DVP,  LHa)  were  late.  A calling  Short -billed 
Dowitcher  at  Willcox  29  Feb  (ph.  TJ)  was  ex- 
traordinary for  winter  in  Arizona.  The  only  Red 
Phalarope  reported  was  at  Benson  S.T.P  1 Dec 
(P  Kline).  Continuing  the  fall  Mew  Gull  on- 
slaught, one  remained  at  B.WD.  through  18  Jan 
(m.ob.),  and  other  singles  were  at  Page  3-22  Jan 
(SP;  ph.  MMS),  Windsor  Beach  S.P  4 Jan  (MP, 
ph.  MMS),  and  Katherine  Landing  15-26  Jan 
(D.  DeLorenzo;  ph.  DVP).  Rare  away  from  the 
L.C.R.V,  2 Herring  Gulls  were  at  Palo  Verde  10- 
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26  Dec  (TC).  The  Thayers  Gull  at  Lake  Havasu 
City  S.TR  remained  through  24  Jan  (.LHa, 
DVP).  Topping  that  at  nearby  Site  6 was  a Glau- 
cous Gull  23  Dec-30  Jan  (ph.  CDB,  DVP,  GHR). 
Accidental  away  from  the  L.C.R.V  in  winter, 
a Caspian  Tern  was  at  Patagonia  L.  1 Dec  (M, 
Brown).  A Pomarine  Jaeger  at  B.WD.  5 Dec  (W 
Painter,  LHa;  ph.,  +DVP)  was  among  the  latest 
reports  of  this  species  for  the  state.  Another  jae- 
ger off  Pittsburgh  Pt.,  L.  Havasu  9-12  Dec  (LHa, 
DVP)  was  considered  a probable  Pomarine  by 
the  observers. 

Rare  m the  lowlands,  a Band-tailed  Pigeon 
was  at  Ahwatukee  2 Jan  (.ph.  PD).  Nine  Ruddy 
Ground-Doves  were  reported  in  se.  between 
3 Dec  and  27  Feb.  In  addition  to  reports  of 
singles  in  typical  areas,  up  to  4 Short-eared 
Owls  were  in  the  San  Rafael  Valley  all  winter 
(.m.ob.),  and  9 were  in  a single  field  s.  of  Yuma 
14  Jan  (H.  Detwiler).  The  only  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  reported  was  found  calling  in  the  s. 
Patagonia  Mts.  15  Dec  (ph.  DS).  Though  Broad- 
billed Hummingbirds  are  known  to  winter  in 
the  Tucson  area,  32  at  a feeding  station  in  ne. 
Tucson  17  Dec  (M.  Klinkle)  was  a large  num- 
ber. A Broad-billed  returned  to  a Mesa  yard  21 
Feb  (J.  Kopitzke).  Regular  in  small  numbers  in 
winter  now,  single  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds 
were  at  Tucson  through  29  Jan  (M.  Brooks),  at 
Hereford  1-22  Dec  (T.  Battiste),  at  Gilbert  Water 
Ranch  28  Jan  Q.  Holloway),  and  near  Patagonia 
L.  28  Jan  (AS).  The  11  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
ers  reported  during  the  season  would  have  been 
an  unthinkably  high  number  just  a few  years 
ago.  Good  numbers  of  Red-breasted  Sapsuck- 
ers  were  also  reported,  with  singles  at  Madera 
Canyon  through  15  Feb  (LH),  at  Bill  Williams 
N.WR.  5 Jan  (ph.  JWe),  and  at  Page  Springs  22 
Jan-11  Feb  (CK-S;  ph.  G.  Botello).  A Downy 
Woodpecker  was  a surprise  along  the  Colorado 
R.  in  Glen  Canyon  3 Jan  (SP). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  LONGSPURS 

Several  Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulets  were 
in  se.  Arizona  Jan-Feb;  this  species  is  a rare 
but  seldom-reported  winter  resident.  A Ham- 
monds Flycatcher  and  a Hammond’s/Dusky 
Flycatcher  were  at  Bill  Williams  River  N.WR. 
7 Jan  (DVP  et.  ah);  Hammonds  is  casual  in  the 
L.C.R.V  in  winter.  A Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Box 
Bar  Recreation  Area  on  the  Verde  R.  18  Feb  (TC) 
was  fairly  far  n.  for  this  species  in  the  state  in 
midwinter.  The  only  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  re- 
ported this  winter  was  at  Colossal  Cave  Moun- 
tain Park  9 Dec  (DS  et  ah).  No  fewer  than  20 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  reported  statewide;  this 
is  well  above  average  for  a single  winter.  Fifteen 
Ash-throated  Flycatchers  in  the  Sierra  Estrella 
Mountains  sw.  of  Phoenix  3 Dec  (TC  et  al.)  was 
likewise  a high  count  in  winter  for  this  far  n.  in 
the  state.  Perhaps  one  of  the  more  exciting  finds 


of  the  winter  was  a calling  Nutting’s  Flycatch- 
er discovered  along  the  Bill  Williams  R.  on  Bill 
Williams  River  N.WR.  18  Dec-i-  (ph.,  tDVP;  v.r. 
LH,  MP;  ph.  JWe,  C.  Wolf,  B.  Patrick,  T.  John- 
son); this  represents  the  2nd  record  for  the  Bill 
Williams  R.  and  3rd  Arizona  record.  A Tropi- 
cal Kingbird  discovered  at  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix 
in  Nov  remained  throughout  the  winter  (m.ob.; 
ph.  R.  Bowker);  this  species  is  casual  at  best  in 
Arizona  in  winter.  A Western  Kingbird  at  Portal 
8 Dec  (NMC)  was  extremely  late  for  Arizona, 
where  practically  accidental  in  winter. 

The  only  Northern  Shrike  reported  from  n. 
Arizona  this  winter  was  of  one  at  Mormon  L.  17 
Dec-1  Feb  (ph.  JC;  B.  Phillips).  A Bell’s  Vireo 
was  at  the  ‘Ahakhav  Tribal  Preserc^e,  Parker  5 
Jan-5  Mar  (LH,  MP,  MMS);  this  species  is  ca- 
sual anywhere  in  Arizona  in  winter.  Another 
at  Tohono  Chul  Park,  Tucson  13  Feb  (PK)  was 
thought  to  have  been  a very  early  migrant.  An 
interesting  Gray  Vireo  survey  conducted  3 Dec 
(fide  J.  Arnett)  discovered  indiwduals  in  the 
Harquahala,  Sierra  Estrella,  and  White  Tank 
Mts.,  increasing  our  knowledge  of  this  species’ 
winter  distribution  in  sw.  Arizona.  A Hutton’s 
Vireos  at  Bill  Williams  River  N.WR.  1 Feb  (ph. 
DVP,  LH)  was  away  from  usual  wintering  areas 
in  se.  Arizona.  About  50  American  Crows  were 
reported  wintering  in  the  Mohave  Valley  s.  of 
Bullhead  City,  where  last  reported  12  Feb  (C. 
Green).  A greater-than-usual  number  of  Tree, 
Violet-green,  and  Barn  Swallows  were  reported 
during  Dec-Jan  at  scattered  locations  through- 
out s.  Arizona.  A Cave  Swallow  frequented 
Kennedy  Park,  Tucson  4 Dec-30  Jan  (MP,  ph. 
MMS;  ph.  DS,  AC,  CDB);  this  represents  the 
10th  Arizona  record  and  the  5th  from  winter. 
Two  Black-capped  Chickadees  were  located  in 
Fredonia  10  Jan  (CL;  tMP,  MMS),  presumably 
the  same  individuals  located  nearby  during  the 
fall;  there  are  about  1 1 previous  state  records. 
A Bridled  Titmouse  was  at  Box  Bar  Recreation 
Area  18  Feb  (TC);  this  species  is  casual  along 
the  Verde  River.  While  there  appeared  to  be  the 
usual  scattering  of  Pacific  Wren  reports  during 
the  winter,  only  one  Winter  Wren  was  reported, 
a bird  near  Hwy.  90  along  the  San  Pedro  R.  5 
Dec-7  Feb  (ph.  A.  Ripley).  This  comes  on  the 
heels  of  the  Winter  Wren  invasion  of  winter 
2010-2011,  apparently  not  an  annual  event!  A 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Petrified  Forest  N.P 
18  Dec  (K.  Bader)  was  well  n.  of  the  species’ 
normal  winter  distribution  in  the  state.  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatchers  continued  to  be  reported 
from  known  locations  along  Sonoita  Cr.,  Pata- 
gonia L.,  and  Montosa  Canyon;  this  is  certainly 
a species  that  Arizona  birders  now  take  for 
granted,  and  we  do  not  receive  all  the  reports, 
but  we  are  enjoying  the  species’  longest  con- 
tinuous presence  in  the  state  by  far! 

Two  American  Dippers  at  Phantom  Ranch 


at  the  bottom  of  the  Grand  Canyon  4 Jan  (B. 
Healy),  as  well  as  one  continuing  in  Picture 
Canyon,  Flagstaff  4 Feb  Q-  Wilder),  were  all 
away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  n.  Arizona. 
Amazing  was  the  discovery  of  a male  Eastern 
Bluebird  at  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  1-2  Dec  (ph. 
TD;  ph.  J.  Ritz);  this  represents  the  first  Mari- 
copa record  and  one  of  very  few  Arizona  records 
away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  se.  Arizona. 
Photographs  suggest  that  this  bird  was  of  the 
nominate  subspecies  rather  than  the  sedentary 
Julva.  No  fewer  than  16  Rufous-backed  Robins 
were  found  at  scattered  locations  in  s.  Arizona 
(ranging  as  far  n.  as  Anthem  and  Superior); 
although  this  species  is  a rare  but  regular  fall 
and  winter  visitor  from  Mexico,  this  is  an  ex- 
traordinary number  for  one  season.  One  Varied 
Thrush  was  reported,  a male  at  Hassayampa 
River  Reserve  21  Jan  (S.  Smith,  CK-S).  Simi- 
larly, only  one  Gray  Catbird  was  reported  this 
winter,  from  Slaughter  Ranch  2-20  Dec  (ph.  A. 
Bankert).  Six  Brown  Thrashers,  about  normal 
for  a single  winter,  were  found  at  scattered  lo- 
cations in  s.  Arizona  Dec-Jan.  At  least  3 of  the 
Lapland  Longspurs  that  were  located  during  the 
fall  remained  into  the  winter  season:  one  of  the 
Avra  Valley  W.TP  birds  remained  until  4 Dec 
(AC);  one  at  the  Glendale  Recharge  Ponds  was 
seen  again  3 Dec  (M.  Pawlick);  and  the  bird 
found  at  Babbitt  Tank  in  Nov  was  relocated  8 
& 20  Jan  QWl).  Perhaps  the  most  exciting  find 
of  the  season,  and  long  overdue,  was  Arizona’s 
2nd  Smith’s  Longspur  discovered  s.  of  Buck- 
eye 1 Jan  and  seen  through  11  Feb  (tKR,  CR; 
v.r.,  ph.  PD;  ph.  BG,  CLu,  H.  Bond,  W Grossi); 
the  only  previous  record  was  of  a specimen  col- 
lected in  the  White  Mts.  24  Apr  1953.  Up  to 
21  McCown’s  Longspurs  were  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
Flats  21  Jan  (PK);  this  locality  is  well  w.  of  their 
usual  winter  distribution  in  s.  Arizona. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  Ovenbird,  casual  in  Arizona  during  the  win- 
ter, was  in  Florida  Canyon  28-29  Dec  (LH). 
The  usual  few  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  were 
reported  from  s.  Arizona  (all  along  Sonoita  Cr.), 
but  one  along  the  upper  Verde  R.,  Yavapai  31 
Dec  (ph.  D.  Moll)  was  well  n.  of  areas  of  usual 
occurrence  in  Arizona.  No  fewer  than  17  Black- 
and-white  Warblers  were  found  this  season 
statewide;  this  is  a quite  large  number  for  a sin- 
gle season  in  Arizona.  Casual  in  winter,  a Ten- 
nessee Warbler  was  in  a Willcox  yard  16  Dec-1 
Jan  (M.  & L.  Jarrett;  ph.  D.  Vogt).  A Nashville 
Warbler,  also  casual  in  the  state  in  winter,  was 
Fort  McDowell  Tribal  Lands  along  the  Verde 
R.  12  Dec  (TC).  Rare  but  regular  in  winter,  6 
American  Redstarts,  6 Northern  Parulas,  and  5 
Yellow  Warblers  were  seen  this  season.  The  only 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  the  continuing  bird 
at  Sweetwater  through  15  Jan  (m.ob.;  ph.  W 
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Russell).  Similarly,  a Black-throated  Blue  War- 
bler found  along  the  Anza  Trail  near  Carmen 
in  Novwas  last  reported  11  Dec  (m.ob.).  A pair 
of  Rufous-capped  Warblers  was  rediscovered  in 
Florida  Canyon  6 Dec+  Q-  Wilson;  ph.  LH,  K. 
Graves,  C.  Melton);  as  with  some  other  Rufous- 
capped  Warblers  discovered  in  Arizona,  these 
went  18  months  without  being  reported,  only 
to  “reappear”  at  the  exact  location  they  had  oc- 
curred, suggesting  continuous  presence.  Usually 
casual  in  the  state  in  winter,  at  least  7 Wilson’s 
Warblers  were  reported  this  season.  Painted 
Redstart  is  typically  a rare  but  regular  winter  vis- 
itor in  oak-lined  canyons  in  se.  Arizona,  but  this 
winter  several  were  also  reported  from  riparian 
habitats  along  Sonoita  Cr.  and  the  Santa  Cruz 
River.  A very  late  Yellow-breasted  Chat  was  in  a 
Tucson  yard  23  Nov-8  Dec  (D.  Smyth). 

For  the  2nd  year  in  a row,  a Botteri’s  Spar- 
row was  discovered  near  Palominas  17  Dec-28 
Jan  (ph,  RBe),  and  singles  were  found  along  the 
entrance  road  to  Patagonia  L.  1 Jan-1  Mar  (ph. 
AS)  and  29  Feb  (TJ);  until  recently,  this  species 
was  considered  accidental  in  the  state  in  winter, 
but  its  secretive  habits  may  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing detected  with  any  regularity.  Eight  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  were  detected  this  winter,  about 
average  for  a single  season.  Arizona’s  8th  Field 
Sparrow  was  at  San  Bernardino  N.WR.  20  Dec 
(ph.,  tREW).  A Lark  Bunting  n.  of  1-40  in  e. 
Coconino  11  Eeb  Q-  Wilder)  was  well  n.  of  nor- 
mal winter  distribution  in  the  state.  Individual 
Grasshopper  Sparrows  in  the  Arlington  Valley 
28-29  Dec  (CK-S)  and  near  Buckeye  1 Jan-12 
Feb  (PK)  were  both  well  n.  of  normal  winter 
range  in  se.  Arizona.  Red  Fox  Sparrow  is  still 
considered  casual  in  Arizona  in  winter  (Slate- 
colored  is  regular),  but  no  fewer  than  11  Reds 


Rick  Fridell 


The  Great  Basin  experienced  a rather  mild 
and  relatively  warm  winter  with  few 
storms  and  lower  than  average  snowfall 


were  reported  this  season  statewide.  Only  4 
Harris’s  and  3 Golden-crowned  Sparrows  were 
found;  both  are  considered  rare  but  regular  in 
Arizona  in  winter. 

No  fewer  than  13  Summer  Tanagers  were  re- 
ported, a few  more  than  normal.  Outstanding 
for  the  winter  season  was  a Scarlet  Tanager  at 
Tucson  1 Dec  (ph.,  tRT);  there  are  25  previous 
state  records,  very  few  from  winter.  'Western 
Tanager  is  casual  at  best  in  the  state  in  winter, 
so  one  at  Cienega  Creek  Preserve  17  Dec  (MA) 
and  another  at  Hassayampa  River  Preserve  7-25 
Jan  (ph.  CK-S)  are  of  note.  An  imm.  male  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak,  also  casual  in  the  state  in 
winter,  attended  a feeder  at  Usery  Mountain 
Regional  Park,  Maricopa  14  Dec  Q-  Johnston, 
S.  Hornbaker).  A very  late  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak was  at  Petrified  Forest  N.R  2-5  Dec  (K. 
Bader),  while  an  ad.  male  along  the  Santa  Cruz 
R.  near  Carmen  8 Feb  (LH,  J.  Hammond)  may 
have  been  wintering  locally.  An  Indigo  Bunting 
at  Fountain  Hills  1-7  Feb  (ph.  P Prochaska) 
apparently  provided  a first  winter  report  for 
Maricopa.  A green  Painted  Bunting  was  at  Bill 
■Williams  River  N.WR.  31  Jan  (ph.  D.  Bell);  this 
species  is  casual  in  the  state  in  winter. 

A Rusty  Blackbird  was  discovered  at  Anthem 
Community  Park,  n.  of  Phoenix  14  Dec+  (ph. 
PD;  ph.  C.  Melton;  tDVP);  another  was  at  Flag- 
staff 25  Jan+  (ph.  P Koch);  there  were  about  23 
previous  records  from  the  state.  The  Orchard 
Oriole  reported  from  Surprise  during  the  fall 
remained  there  all  winter  (D.  Bradford),  and  an 
ad.  male  returned  for  the  3rd  consecutive  winter 
to  Ahwatukee  23  Dec  (ph.  R & G.  Halesworth); 
this  species  has  become  a rare  but  regular  fall 
and  winter  visitor  in  s.  Arizona.  Always  a great 
find  in  Arizona,  a Streak-backed  Oriole  was  dis- 


throughout  most  of  the  Region,  These  factors 
likely  led  to  higher  numbers  than  normal  of 
wintering  sparrows;  Brewer’s,  Vesper,  Savan- 
nah, and  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  reported 
in  unprecedented  numbers,  and  a flock  of 
Lark  Buntings  lingered  through  the  season  in 
southwestern  Utah.  Although  there  were  sev- 
eral Common  Redpoll  sightings,  a few  Snowy 
Owls  in  Utah,  and  a Gyrfalcon  in  Nevada,  the 
mild  winter  weather  likely  prevented  the  Great 
Basin  from  experiencing  some  of  the  dramatic 
irruptions  witnessed  in  other  regions. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  Island  (Antelope 
Island  S.R  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear 
River  (Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box 
Elder,  UT);  Corn  Cr,  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert 
N.WR.,  Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay  (Farming- 


covered  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  near  Tubac  29 
Jan-14  Feb  (ph.  MA;  ph.  RT,  B.  Patrick);  there 
are  about  15  accepted  records  for  Arizona.  Bull- 
ock’s Oriole  is  still  considered  casual  in  winter, 
so  an  ad.  male  along  the  Santa  Cruz  R.  near  Car- 
men 9 Jan  (].  Hammond)  and  another  in  nw. 
Tucson  16  Feb  (L.  Norris)  were  both  noteworthy. 

Four  Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  were  at  Cotton- 
wood 21  Dec  (ph.  G.  Botello),  n.  of  the  normal 
winter  range  in  Arizona,  and  6 were  at  Portal  1 
Feb  (B.  Rodriguez),  e.  of  where  the  species  typi- 
cally occurs.  As  the  winter  progressed,  Arizo- 
nans followed  news  that  Common  Redpolls  were 
being  reported  from  much  farther  s.  than  usual. 
Vigilant  state  birders  were  rewarded  with  a Com- 
mon Redpoll  in  House  Rock  Valley  16  Feb-3 
Mar  (ph.  S.  Putz)  and  another  at  South  Rim 
Village,  Grand  Canyon  N.P  18-24  Feb  (ph.  E, 
Gdula);  these  represent  the  first  Arizona  records! 

Cited  observers:  Moez  Ali,  Charles  Babbitt, 
Robert  Behrstock,  Chris  D.  Benesh,  Andrew 
Core  (Tucson),  Troy  Corman,  Tommy  DeBarde- 
leben,  Pierre  Deviche,  Brendon  Grice,  Laurens 
Halsey,  Lauren  Harter  (LHa),  Melanie  Herring, 
Dougjenness,  Tom  Johnson,  C.  Kondrat-Smith, 
Chuck  LaRue,  Carl  Lundblad  (CLu),  Narca 
Moore-Craig,  Michael  Nicosia,  David  vander 
Pluym,  Molly  Pollock,  Shaun  Putz.  Cindy  Rada- 
maker,  Kurt  Radamaker,  Arlene  Ripley,  Gary  H, 
Rosenberg,  Alan  Schmierer,  Dave  Stejskal,  Mark 
M.  Stevenson,  Rick  Taylor,  Richard  E.  Webster, 
John  West  QWe),  Jason  Wilder.  © 
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Great  Basin  | 

ton  Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  H.B.V.P.  (Hender- 
son Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  L.  Mead 
(Lake  Mead  N.R.A,,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle 
Ranch  Preserve,  Washington,  UT);  Pahranagat 
(Pahranagat  N.WR.,  Lincoln,  NV);  Quail  Creek 
(Quail  Creek  S.R,  Washington,  UT);  Zion  (Zion 
N.R,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Eurasian  Wigeon  sightings  included  a female 
at  Lakendge  G.C.,  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  17  Dec-7 
Feb  (GS  et  al.)  and  males  at  East  Bay,  Utah,  UT 
18  Dec  (BS),  Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe,  NV  28 
Jan-7  Feb  (MA  et  al).  Hidden  Valley,  Washoe, 
NV  19  Feb  (KD),  and  Bear  River  20  Feb  (KF). 
A Mexican  Duck  x Mallard  cross  was  photo- 
graphed at  First  Dam,  Logan  R.,  Cache,  UT 
5-20  Feb  (CF,  AF,  AK).  Four  Blue-winged  Teal 
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made  a high  winter  count  at 
Wetlands  Park,  Las  Vegas, 

Clark,  NV  17  Dec  (AL).  An 
Aythya  duck  photographed 
at  St.  George,  Washington, 

UT  17-22  Dec  (RD,  RF)  was 
apparently  a scaup  x Tufted 
Duck  hybrid.  A single  Surf 
Scoter  was  observed  at  An- 
telope Island  1-3  Dec  (BO  et 
ah),  and  6 were  at  L.  Mead 
30  Dec  (AL).  Up  to  5 White- 
winged Scoters  lingered  at 
Antelope  Island  1 Dec-9 
Mar  (BO,  NJ,  m.ob.),  and 
a single  was  at  Utah  Lake 
S.P.,  Utah,  UT  14  Jan  (RS). 

A Long-tailed  Duck  visited 
Laughlin,  Clark,  NV  3-5  Feb 
(BB).  A Barrow’s  Goldeneye 
made  a rare  s.  Utah  appear- 
ance at  the  Hildale  sewage 
ponds,  Washington,  UT  10 
Dec  (RF).  A Pacihc  Loon 
was  at  L.  Mead  14  Jan  (AL),  and  2 Red-necked 
Grebes  lingered  there  30  Dec-17  Jan  (ph.  AL, 
GS).  White-faced  Ibis,  very  rare  in  winter,  were 
observed  at  several  Utah  locations  (Cache,  Da- 
vis, Salt  Lake,  and  Utah)  17  Dec-13  Feb  (PF,  TF, 
FPi  et  ah),  with  a high  count  of  25  observed  18 
Dec  on  the  Provo  C.B.C.,  Utah,  UT  (BS  et  ah). 
A late  White-faced  Ibis  was  also  at  Carson  L. , 
Churchill,  NV  11  Dec  (D&RS). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  TERNS 

Turkey  Vultures,  also  very  rare  in  Utah  during 
winter,  were  observed  at  Farmington  Bay  25 
Jan  (JL)  and  Helper,  Carbon,  UT  26  Jan  (HC). 
A California  Condor,  commonly  observed  at 
Zion,  made  a rare  San  Juan,  UT  appearance  at 
White  Mesa  near  Bluff  15-16  Dec  (]H  et  ah). 
Utah’s  9th  White-tailed  Kite  wintered  m the 
Washington  Fields,  Washington,  UT  17  Dec-20 
Mar  (QF,  tRF,  m.ob.).  A wayward  White-tailed 
Kite  was  also  observed  at  Parump,  Nye,  NV  10 
Jan  (MP,  DW),  and  White-taileds  continued  to 
be  seen  through  the  winter  at  Pahranagat  (GS  et 
al).  A family  of  Harris’s  Hawks  was  found  in  a 
Boulder  City  neighborhood,  Clark,  NV  14  Decn- 
(ph.  MK,  m.ob.).  Certainly  one  of  the  highlights 
of  the  season  was  a Gyrfalcon  photographed  at 
Swan  L.,  Stillwater  N.W.R.,  Churchill,  NV  13  Jan 
(ph.,  tWH);  the  bird  was  relocated  16  Jan  (ph. 
GS)  but  not  seen  thereafter. 

A Greater  Yellowlegs  visited  Logan,  Cache, 
UT  22-26  Jan  (CF),  and  a late  Lesser  Yellowlegs 
was  at  Fallon,  Churchill,  NV  11  Dec  (D&RS). 
Two  late  Sanderlings  lingered  at  Pyramid  L., 
Washoe,  NV  through  4 Dec  (DS,  MM),  and  3 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  unexpected  at 
Decker  L.,  Salt  Lake  22  Dec-1  Jan  (ph.  NJ, 


TF  et  al).  Mew  Gulls  were 
found  at  L.  Mead  9 Jan-20 
Feb  (ph.  AL,  GS,  JVR),  Ante- 
lope Island  16  Jan  (ph.  CJ), 
Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  22  Jan  (TA  et  al.),  and 
Sparks,  Washoe,  NV  7 Feb-13 
Mar  (MM,  FP).  One  or  pos- 
sibly 2 Western  Gulls  visited 
Farmington  Bay  28  Dec-5 
Feb  (ph.  NJ,  tBO  et  al).  Utah 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  found  at 
Quail  Creek  9-18  Dec  (RF 
et  al),  Farmington  Bay  28 
Dec-H  (ph.  NJ  et  al),  Lee  Kay 
Ponds,  Salt  Lake  23  Jan  (JB 
et  al).  Bear  River  20-28  Feb 
(KF),  and  Sue’s  Pond,  Cache 
26  Feb  (RO).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  were  found  in 
Utah  at  Quail  Creek  9-10  Dec 
(ph.  RF),  Farmington  Bay  29 
Dec-21  Feb  (NJ,  t BO  et  al), 
Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake  24 
Jan  (BO),  and  Bear  River  28  Feb  (KP).  The  only 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  reported  in  Nevada 
was  a hrst-cycle  bird  at  L.  Mead  9-14  Jan  (AL). 
Two  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  at  Pyramid 
L.,  Washoe,  NV  9 De-25  Feb  (MM).  Single 
Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  at  H.B.VP.  5 Dec 
(RM),  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT  10  Dec-24 
Jan  (BO  et  al),  Farmington  Bay  30  Dec+  (Cl, 
NJ,  et  al),  and  Bear  River  20-22  Feb  (KF). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Northerly  White-winged  Doves  continued 
at  Price,  Carbon,  UT  throughout  the  season 
(SCh).  Many  birders  searched  remote  lakes  and 
salt  flats  throughout  the  Region,  anticipating  a 
rare  Snowy  Owl  sighting,  but  the  southward 
irruption  witnessed  in  adjacent  areas  appar- 
ently missed  Nevada  and 
nearly  missed  Utah,  where 
2 Snowy  Owls  were  seen, 
one  at  Antelope  Island  2 
Dec  (JEN,  ph.  CN),  the 
other  near  Bear  L.,  Cache 
28  Dec  (DA).  A Boreal  Owl 
was  found  at  Skitzy  WM.A., 

Duchesne,  UT  5 Dec  (ph. 

BM).  A Short-eared  Owl 
made  a rare  Washington, 

UT  appearance  20-24  Dec 
(ph.  RF  et  al).  A female 
Anna’s  Hummingbird  was 
found  incubating  two  eggs 
at  Ivins,  Washington,  UT  16 
Feb  (ph.  CR,  NB).  A juv. 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
was  reported  from  Salt  Lake 
City,  Salt  Lake,  UT  14  Dec 


(PF),  and  a Red-breasted  Sapsucker  was  photo-  !; 
graphed  along  Beaver  Dam  Wash,  Washington,  t 
UT  19  Jan  (RF).  A probable  Gilded  Flicker  i 
was  photographed  26  Feb  at  the  South  Zion 
Campground  (tRF);  if  accepted,  this  will  be 
the  hrst  documented  Utah  record. 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  out-of-season  Bell’s  Vireo  was  at  the  Las 
Vegas  Wetlands  Park,  Clark,  NV  17-30  Dec 
(AL),  and  a Plumbeous  Vireo  remained  at  Lytle 
through  4 Dec  (LT,  RF).  Clark,  NV  Violet-green 
Swallow  sightings  included  a single  at  Las  Vegas 
Wash  17  Jan  (GS)  and  4 at  Overton  WM.A.  20 
Feb  QVR).  Three  Northern  Rough-vAnged  Swal-  ; 
lows  were  at  the  Duck  Creek  Wetlands,  Clark, 

NV  17  Dec  (AL),  and  a Barn  Swallow  was  ob-  i 
served  at  Las  Vegas  Wash  17  Jan  (GS).  A House 
Wren  was  reported  from  Laughlin,  Clark,  NV  24 
Jan  (CF).  The  only  Varied  Thrush  observed  out- 
side of  expected  areas  was  at  Mountain  Meadow, 
Washington,  UT  16  Jan  (K&PW).  A Gray  Catbird 
wintered  at  Logan,  Cache,  UT  27  Dec-10  Feb 
(ph.  MF  et  al).  Wintering  Sage  Thrashers  were 
observed  at  various  Washington,  UT  locations  18 
Dec-24  Jan  (RF,  KW  et  al).  The  only  Bohemian 
Waxwing  report  in  the  Region  was  an  incredible 
flock  of  415  at  Rock  Creek,  Duchesne,  UT  (BM). 
Three  Snow  Buntings  accompanied  a flock  of 
Horned  Larks  at  Stillwater  N.WR.,  Churchill, 

NV  19  Jan  (WH).  A wintering  American  Red- 
start was  at  Boulder  Beach,  L.  Mead  9-24  Jan 
(AL,  RSt).  A very  late  Northern  Parula  was  ob- 
served at  Corn  Cr.  through  17  Dec  QT).  and  a 
late  Yellow  Warbler  was  at  Duck  Cr.  Wetlands,  ; 
Clark  17  Dec  (AL).  Equally  surprisingly  was  a ; 
late  Wilson’s  Warbler  at  Wetlands  Park,  Clark, 

NV  17  Dec  (AL). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Wintering  Brewer’s  Sparrows  included  a single  ' 
at  Washington  Fields,  Wash-  i 
ington,  UT  10  Jan  (ph.  RF)  and 
4 at  L.  Mead  27Jan(AL).  Per- 
haps a hrst  for  the  Great  Basin, 
a flock  of  7 Lark  Buntings  i 
wintered  in  the  Washington  J 

Fields,  Washington  UT  29  i 

Nov-18  Mar  (ph.  RF,  m.ob.). 
Swamp  Sparrows  were  found 
at  Logan,  Cache,  UT  31  Dec- 
14  Jan  (AK  et  al.)  and  Wet- 
lands Park,  Clark,  NV  19  Jan 
(JVR).  Winter  Fox  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  Logan, 
Cache,  UT  18  Dec  (RO,  GP), 
Parker  Ranch,  Nye,  NV  23  Dec 
(LC),  Virgin,  Washington,  UT  5 
Jan  (RF),  and  Ogden  Canyon, 
Weber,  UT  31  Jan  (KP).  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  at  Lo- 


A highlight  of  the  winter  season  in  the  Great 
Basin  was  this  Gyrfalcon  discovered  13  Janu- 
ary 2012  by  William  Henry  at  Swan  Lake, 
Stillwater  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Churchill 
County,  Nevada.  The  falcon  was  observed 
again  on  1 6 January  (here)  but  could  not 
be  subsequently  re-located.  This  represents 
the  first  record  for  this  species  endorsed 
by  the  Nevada  Bird  Records  Commmittee. 
Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 


One  of  several  Common  Redpolls  reported  in 
the  Great  Basin  in  winter  2011-2012,  this  indi- 
vidual briefly  graced  the  Fernley,  Lyon  County, 
Nevada  yard  of  Dennis  and  Rebecca  Serdehely 
on  10  January.  Photograph  by  Greg  Scyphers. 
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gan,  Cache,  UT  9 Dec-15  Jan  (AK,  et  al),  L. 
Mead  10  Dec  (NN),  Fallon,  Churchill,  NV  10 
Dec-20  Feb  (WH),  Riverdale,  Weber,  UT  14 
Dec  (KP),  Lytle  17  Dec-26  Feb  (S&CS,  et  al), 
and  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt  Lake,  UT  17  Dec  OB, 
SN,  Cl,  KF).  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  observed  at 
Antelope  Island  2 Dec  (ph,  NJ),  Parker  Ranch, 
Nye,  NV  3 Dec  (LC),  Lindon,  Utah,  UT  21  Dec 
(EH),  Syracuse,  Davis,  UT  1 Jan  (KP),  and  Dyer, 
Esmeralda,  NV  (ph.  GS).  A Common  Grackle 
was  at  Riverview  Park,  Carson  City,  NV  29  Dec- 
5 Jan  (RL).  It  was  a good  winter  in  the  Great 
Basin  for  Common  Redpolls,  with  sightings 
from  Apex,  Clark,  NV  8-9  Dec  (ph.  JS),  Fernley 
Lyon,  NV  10  Jan  (ph.,  IDS,  ph.  GS),  Antelope 
Island  14  Jan  (WS),  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  15  Jan 


QM),  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt  Lake  17  Jan  QL),  and 
Snowbird,  Salt  Lake,  UT  26  Feb  (MB). 

Contributors  and  cited  observers:  Aaron 
Ambos,  Meg  Andrews,  Dennis  Austin,  Tim 
Avery,  Ned  Batchelder,  Jeff  Bilsky  Ned  Bixler 
(NBi),  Bruce  Bodjack,  Miles  Brengle,  Steve 
Carr,  Harold  Clayson,  Steve  Christensen  (SCh), 
Laura  Cunningham,  Rob  Dobbs,  Ken  Drozd, 
Andrew  Durso,  Mike  Fish,  Tom  Fletcher,  Craig 
Fosdick,  Quinn  Fridell,  Rick  Fridell,  Kenny 
Frisch,  Pomera  Fronce,  William  Henry,  Jim 
Hook,  Eric  Huish,  Carl  Ingwell,  Norm  Jenson, 
Pat  Jividen,  Clayjohnson,  Maureen  Kammerer, 
Andy  Kleinhesselink,  Andrew  Lee,  Jerry  Li- 
gouri,  Rob  Lowry,  Brian  Maxfield,  Doug  Mead, 


Martin  Meyers,  Randy  Michal,  Jim  Moore, 
Clinton  Nelson,  Earl  Nelson,  Sarah  Nelson, 
Nathaniel  Nye,  Ryan  O’Donnell,  Bryant  Olsen, 
Guillaume  Peron,  Morgan  Peters,  Fred  Peters- 
en, Felicia  Pimentel  (FPi),  Kristin  Purdy,  Carla 
Ritter,  Dennis  Serdehely,  Rebecca  Serdehely 
Greg  Scyphers,  Brian  Shirley,  Wendy  Smith, 
Steve  and  Cindy  Sommerfeld,  Reed  Stone, 
Rose  Strickland  (RSt),  Jesse  Swift,  Jeanne  Tins- 
man,  Larry  Tripp,  Debbie  Van  Dooremolen, 
James  Van  Remsen,  Roberta  Wherritt,  Kevin  & 
Pam  Wheeler,  Dan  Williams.  S© 


Rick  Fridell,  Utah  Division  of  Wildlife  Resources, 
451  North  SR  318,  Hurricane,  Utah  84737, 
(rfridell(S)burgoyne.com) 
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The  early  season  generally  continued  pat- 
terns established  in  the  late  fall,  with 
mostly  mild  temperatures,  strong  low- 
pressure  events,  and  slowly  advancing  Bering 
Sea  pack  ice.  December  switched  into  cooler 
weather  accompanied  by  regular  snow  events 
from  slower-moving  storm  systems.  Snow  packs 
accumulated  quickly,  and  remaining  fresh  water 
froze  hard  by  early  December — and  after  that 
point,  it  then  felt  more  like  winters  of  20+  years 
ago.  By  the  end  of  December,  nearly  all  report- 
ing stations  registered  negative  temperature  de- 
viations from  averages,  and  pockets  of  the  state 
south  of  the  Alaska  Range  were  beginning  what 
would  become  record-high  snow  accumula- 
tions. Indeed,  the  greater  Anchorage  area  ended 
the  winter  with  an  all-time  new  high  snowpack. 
Winter  2011-2012  provided  a break  in  trends 
shown  in  National  Weather  Service  data,  which 
list  positive  deviations  of  0.3-3. 5°  F over  the 
past  30  years.  This  winter’s  trends,  however, 
quickly  fell  below  average  by  the  middle  of 


December.  Given  this  year’s  “return” 
to  winter,  with  extreme  snow  packs 
and  extended  periods  of  very  cold 
temperatures,  the  season  was  surpris- 
ingly lively  for  rarities,  extralimitals, 
and  bird  movements  even  into 
February,  when  little  usu- 
ally happens.  Unlike  most 
years,  rarities  and  unsea- 
sonable finds  continued 
well  after  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  period.  And 
I can’t  remember  when 
Alaska  last  produced  a new  species  for  North 
America  from  the  winter.  Christmas  Bird  Count 
tallies  were  low,  as  expected,  given  the  harsh 
December  and  early  January  conditions.  This 
year  produced  more  rare  finds  than  average  but 
fewer  semi-hardy  species. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

For  some  reason,  likely  related  to  weather,  Brant 
staged  unprecedented  late -season  movements, 
presumably  from  traditional  winter  sites  on  the 
w.  Alaska  Peninsula.  A single  Brant  with  winter- 
ing Emperor  Geese  at  Kodiak’s  Women’s  Bay  10- 
14  Dec  (RAM)  was  likely  a tardy  out-migrant. 
Small  groups  of  Brant  spent  the  later  part  of  the 
season  around  Gustavus,  where  there  were  only 
two  previous  winter  records,  with  peak  counts 
of  7 on  4-19  Feb  and  12  on  18  Feb  (NKD,  JFS, 
JM).  Two  others  spent  Jan-mid-Feb  farther  s.  at 
Sitka  (EVP,  MRG),  and  then  more  Brant  filtered 
into  South-coastal  sites  in  Feb.  Twelve  appeared 
at  MacDonald  Spit  across  from  Homer  17  Feb 
(SB,  fide  CT);  5 were  then  located  at  Seward  16- 
17  Feb  (RC,  CAG),  followed  by  14  and  then 
27  at  e.  Kodiak  22  & 25  Feb,  respectively  (ph. 
RAM,  JS).  Such  a spread  of  winter  Brant  across 


Ketchikan 


South-coastal  Alaska  was  puzzling,  as  the  win- 
ter population  is  normally  sedentary  and  tied 
to  the  larger  eel  grass  beds  on  the  Alaska  Pen- 
insula. A waterfowl  specialist  suggested  these 
winter  “arrivals”  were  early  migrants;  but  such 
early  movements  would  have  shown  a previ- 
ous pattern,  particularly  in  some  of  the  more 
recent  warmer  vAnters.  At  least  16  Trumpeter 
Swans  were  at  Kodiak  open  water  sites  all  sea- 
son (RAM),  a very  strong  winter  showing  there. 
On  the  heels  of  two  earlier  2011  reports,  a 
drake  Wood  Duck  at  Gustavus  17  Dec-2  Jan 
(ph.  NKD,  PBSy  HV)  provided  winter’s  only  re- 
port and  the  2nd  local  record.  Until  recently  a 
boldface  highlight.  Wood  Duck  is  now  a nearly 
annual  fall/winter  visitor,  mainly  at  s.  Southeast 
sites.  Although  the  Kodiak  area  typically  pro- 
duces up  to  several  hundred  Gadwall  in  winter, 
40  birds  at  Gustavus  19  Feb  (NKD)  provided 
one  of  the  Region’s  highest  ever  winter  tallies 
away  from  Kodiak.  Singles  are  otherwise  the 
norm  in  South-coastal  sites,  while  small  num- 
bers are  found  most  winters  in  Southeast.  The 
season’s  only  Northern  Shoveler  report  came  in 
from  Kodiak,  where  3 were  found  in  Women’s 
Bay  5-15  Dec,  followed  by  2 in  town  12  Jan 
(RAM).  Northern  Pintails  were  mentioned  only 
from  Kodiak,  where  Macintosh  located  a flock 
of  50  at  seldom-visited  Anton  Larsen  Bay  23 
Feb  (RAM).  And  Kodiak  also  produced  the  sea- 
son’s best  mid-season  Green-winged  Teal  finds, 
with  24  at  the  above  pintail  site  23  Feb  (RAM). 
That  group  included  a single  drake  Eurasian 
Teal,  and  it  or  another  was  seen  near  town  25 
Feb  (RAM).  Diving  duck  highlights  were  fairly 
typical,  including  at  least  3 drake  Canvasbacks 
at  Unalaska  23  & 27  Jan  (ph.  SG),  where  small 
numbers  are  not  uncommon  in  winter,  up  to 
4 Tufted  Ducks  around  Unalaska  sites  17  Dec+ 
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(ph.  SG,  DP,  BL),  and 
a decent  winter  peak 
tally  of  10  Hooded 
Mergansers  at  Gustavus 

20  Feb  (NKD,JFS).Ex- 
tralimital  King  Eiders 
made  a good  showing, 
highlighted  by  a first 
winter  record  for  Gus- 
tavus, a female  24  Dec 
(ph.  NKD),  and  3 off 
Dutch  Harbor  Spit  5 
Feb,  followed  5 in  the 
same  area  for  most  ol 
the  last  week  of  Feb 
(SG).  King  Eiders  are  distinctly  casual  e.  of 
Kodiak  in  winter,  and  numbers  often  swell  in 
the  Aleutians  during  years  of  strong  southward 
pack  ice  peaks. 

Although  Red-throated  Loons  are  ty’pically 
regular  winter  residents  on  salt  water  in  the  Re- 
gions s.  half,  this  years  Southeast  tallies  were 
unusual,  with  significant  high  counts  including 
11  at  Juneau  13  Jan  (PMS),  10  near  Gustavus  4 
Dec  (NKD),  and  another  4 around  Ketchikan 
15  Jan  (AWP).  It  was  a similar  situation  for  this 
seasons  Pacific  Loon  concentrations  in  South- 
east, highlighted  by  a single  flock  of  450  at 
Ketchikan  10  Jan  (SCH)  and  a local  new  record 
peak  of  400  in  Juneau  14  Jan  and  2 Feb  (GBV). 
Yellow-billed  Loons  were  seen  around  Kodiak 
in  above-average  numbers,  highlighted  by  a 
phenomenal  12  at  Womens  Bay  4 Dec  (RAM, 
CT)  and  another  6 offshore  e.  of  the  island  15- 

21  Feb  ObA).  Pied-billed  Grebe  reports  includ- 
ed singles  at  Ketchikan  1 & 15  Dec  QFK,  AWP) 
and  at  Sitka  through  early  Jan  (MRG,  LPP). 
Southeast  obser\'ers  considered  Red-necked 
Grebe  numbers  above  average,  highlighted  by 
a new  local  peak  of  101  in  Ketchikan’s  Clover 
Pass  5 Feb  (AWP,  SCH).  Coupled  with  a few 
previous  winter  records  from  Southeast’s  Inside 
Passage,  this  season’s  Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrel 
reports  suggest  that  the  species  may  be  occa- 
sionally more  frequent  m the  e.  Gulf  of  Alaska 
and  inside  waters.  One  was  in  w.  Frederick 
Sound  12  Feb,  3 in  Frederick  Sound/Stephens 
Passage  21  Feb,  and  5 in  Frederick  Sound  23 
Feb  OFP). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Providing  another  in  the  series  of  very  sporadic 
winter  records  from  the  Aleutians,  an  imm. 
Steller’s  Sea-Eagle  appeared  at  Shemya  1.  24 
Jan  (ph.  KW  fide  RT).  Perhaps  because  of  heavy 
snow  cover  and  locally  high  microtone  popula- 
tions, it  was  a very  good  winter  for  open  coun- 
try raptors.  At  least  6 Northern  Harriers  sighted 
around  Kodiak  10  Dec-17  Feb  (SS,  RAM)  made 
one  of  that  area’s  best  winter  tallies,  while  2 
were  seen  between  Fritz  Cr.  and  East  End  Rd. 


in  the  Homer  area 
late  Dec- 19  Jan  (AC, 
AJL,  TD,  GJM),  an 
area  where  the  species 
is  casual  in  winter. 
Sharp-shinned  Hawks 
showed  well  in  coastal 
sections  of  South- 
coastal  Alaska,  with  at 
least  3 in  the  Anchor- 
age area  all  season 
and  4+  at  Kodiak  17 
Dec-3  Feb  (RAM,  ph. 
CH).  Accidental  in  the 
Aleutians,  a Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  was  seen  chasing  passennes  in 
Dutch  Harbor  1 Jan-Mar  (ph.  SG).  There  are 
few  previous  winter  reports  from  Unalaska. 
While  the  Red-tailed  Hawk  observed  around 
Sitka  on  three  occasions  27  Dec-18  Feb  (MRG) 
was  a notable  find  in  Southeast,  a Red-tailed  at 
milepost  93.5  of  the  Sterling  Hwy.  30  Dec  (ph. 
LHD)  made  an  amazing  winter  report;  there  is 
no  prior  midwinter  record  of  subspecies  alas- 
censis  for  the  Kenai  Pen.  and  possibly  none  for 
South-coastal  Alaska,  though  Harlan’s  Hawks 
occasionally  linger  into  Nov.  The  winter’s  raptor 
highlights  also  included  decent  Rough-legged 
Hawk  accounts,  with  up  to  4 around  Kodiak  5 
Dec-H  (ph.  RAM,  SS).  A single  at  Juneau  1 1 Dec- 
17  Jan  (GBV  et  al.)  constituted  a first  local  win- 
ter record,  while  another  at  Shemya  1.  26  Dec 
(RT)  made  a first  winter  report  from  that  end  of 
the  Aleutian  Chain.  Rough-leggeds  are  casual  in 
fall  and  winter  in  the  cen.  Aleutians  and  in  the 
w.  island  groups.  Aside  from  scattered  singles  at 
a few  coastal  sites,  3 Merlins  around  Unalaska 
all  season  (SG,  BL)  made  the  most  significant 
reports  and  furnished  the  season’s  high  count. 
In  the  Aleutians,  Merlins  remain  casual,  mostly 
in  late  fall  and  winter  from  the  e.  end.  Three 
birds  have  only  been  noted  once  prewously. 

Again  this  year,  a Greater  Yellowlegs  wintered 
at  Ketchikan,  where  one  was  photographed  20 
Jan  Cph.  JHL).  This  hardy  Tiinga  is  often  detect- 
ed into  Nov,  but  it  remains  casual  after  early  Dec 
and  is  known  only  from  sites  in  Southeast.  Con- 
sidering the  harsh  winter,  Sanderlings  showed 
well,  highlighted  by  2 in  Kodiak’s 
Kalsin  Bay  5 Dec  and  one  there  27 
Dec  (.RAM),  one  at  the  Homer  Spit 
21  Dec  (AJL),  and  3 on  the  Dutch 
Harbor  Spit  in  the  e.  Aleutians  29 
Jan  (SG),  a first  local  winter  report. 
Sanderlings  have  been  irregular  in 
winter  at  mainly  South-coastal  sites, 
usually  mingled  with  Rock  Sand- 
piper or  Dunlin  flocks.  At  Gustacois, 
which  normally  harbors  high  winter 
Sanderling  numbers,  the  season  high 
reached  180  birds  16  Feb  (NKD). 


This  season’s  high  count  for  Dunlin  again  came 
from  Gustavus,  where  a single  flock  comprised 
2500  birds  13  Jan  (NKD).  Twenty-five  Dunlins 
in  the  Homer  Harbor  19  Feb  (AJL)  was  another 
decent  local  count.  Macintosh  pulled  a first- 
cycle  Black-tailed  Gull  out  of  a huge  gull  flock 
at  Kodiak’s  Buskin  R.  mouth  19-20  Feb  (ph. 
RAM),  Alaska’s  first  ever  in  winter  and  a 2nd 
Kodiak  record.  The  latest  of  the  Region’s  few  fall 
reports  includes  a few  Oct  sightings.  Thayer’s 
Gull,  rare  in  winter,  numbered  6 in  the  Kodiak 
area  gull  flocks  23  Jan  (RAM),  and  singles  were 
findable  there  all  season;  a lone  Thayer’s  was  on 
the  Homer  Spit  19  & 28  Feb  (AJL),  where  the 
species  is  casual  in  winter.  It  was  a relatively 
quiet  season  for  Slaty-backed  Gulls,  limited 
only  to  reports  of  singles  from  Ketchikan  14-17 
Dec  (ph.  JHL,  AWP,  SCH)  and  from  the  Kenai 
flats  17  & 20  Dec  (TDE,  KT).  Both  sites  pro- 
vide some  of  the  early  winter’s  best  gull  con- 
centrations and  viewing  sites.  Macintosh  pho- 
tographed a large  Glaucous  Gull  at  Kodiak  10 
Jan  QBA,  Ph.  RAM)  that  may  well  have  been  the 
e.  Asian  subspecies  pallidissimus.  Most  South- 
coastal  reports  of  Glaucous  Gull  are  presumed 
to  refer  to  the  n.  Alaska  subspecies  barrovianus. 

Rarer  winter-season  alcids  made  a good 
showing  in  Southeast.  Goff  documented  a 
Thick-billed  Murre  among  1000  Common 
Murres  at  Nakwasina,  near  Sitka  5 Feb  (ph. 


This  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  first  appeared  around  Unalaska  on 
1 January  (here  2 March)  201 2 and  spent  the  season  hunting 
rosy-finches  and  Snow  Buntings  at  Dutch  Harbor  village  feeders. 
There  are  only  a few  previous  Aleutian  reports  of  this  species, 
all  from  Unalaska  Island  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  archipelago. 
Photograph  by  Suzi  Golodoff. 


In  the  midst  of  the  Alaska's  record  surge  of  Great  Gray  Owls  into  the  eastern 
side  of  Cook  Inlet,  with  many  records  from  Homer  to  Kenai  to  Anchorage, 
this  individual  was  one  of  at  least  six  seen  at  Anchorage  (here  4 March 
2012).  Photograph  by  Rick  Boots. 


This  first-cycle  Black-tailed  Gull,  located  at  the  Buskin  River 
mouth  in  Kodiak  1 9 February  (here  4 March)  201 2,  and 
observed  in  the  area  sporadically  into  early  April,  represents 
Alaska's  first  record  in  winter  and  a second  ever  from  the 
Kodiak  area.  It  was  no  doubt  attracted  by  the  winter  com- 
mercial fishery  that  bring  tons  of  fish  and  thus  fish  waste  to 
the  city  of  Kodiak.  Photograph  by  Richard  A.  Macintosh. 
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MRG).  The  winter  status  of  this  species  in 
Southeast  is  far  from  clear;  it  is  described  as  rare 
in  the  Gulf  of  Alaska  and  off  British  Columbia, 
but  we  have  few  winter  reports  from  Southeast. 
Five  Ancient  Murrelets  near  Pt.  Gustavus  17 
Dec  (ph.  NKD)  provided  a first  local  winter  re- 
cord, while  another  at  Ketchikan  8 Jan  (AWP, 
SCH)  constituted  only  that  locale’s  2nd  ever  for 
the  winter  season.  Ancient  Murrelets  are  rare 
winter  visitors  in  Southeast  and  on  the  British 
Columbia  coast.  Rhinoceros  Auklets  have  a 
■winter  range  similiar  to  Ancients’  in  Southeast, 
and  several  were  also  noted  this  season,  includ- 
ing 2 off  Sitka  5 & 19  Feb  (ph.  MRG).  Since 
Horned  Puffins  disperse  to  pelagic  habitats,  ap- 
parently mostly  s.  of  Alaska  and  50°  N,  after  the 
breeding  season,  it  was  significant  that  for  the 
2nd  consecutive  winter,  one  was  documented 
off  Sitka  19  Feb  (ph.  MRG). 

DOVES THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  wintered  in  numbers 
again  in  s.  Southeast,  -with  at  least  50  in  the  Ket- 
chikan area  and  smaller  counts  of  1-4  birds  re- 
port until  midwinter  at  nearly  all  the  Southeast 
communities  n.  to  and  including  Gusta’vus.  At 
least  2 continued  all  season  at  Cordova  (TGL). 
Owl  highlights  this  winter  certainly  rivaled  any 
past  season’s,  especially  in  South-coastal  areas, 
where  Great  Gray  Owls,  Northern  Hawk  Owls, 
Boreal  Owls,  and  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls 
made  strong  showings  during  the  reduced 
daylight  hours  at  several  localities.  Reports  of 
Northern  Hawk  Owl  began  in  Dec  and  built 
to  at  least  5 in  the  Homer  area  (m.ob.),  with 
numerous  reports  of  singles  from  the  w.  hills 
between  Homer  and  Sterling  and  3-4  around 
Anchorage  all  season.  By  early  Jan,  Great  Gray 
Owls  began  appearing  at  several  w.  Kenai  Pen. 
sites,  where  up  to  12  were  accounted  for  by  the 
end  of  the  month  (fide  TDE);  3 were  found  at 
several  Homer  sites  22  Dec-18  Jan  (ph.  MR,_/icie 
AJL,  m.ob.).  The  Kenai  area  birds  also  tapered 
off  towards  the  end  of  Jan.  Kenai  area  observ- 
ers noted  that  there  have  been  perhaps  two 
prior  local  Great  Gray  reports  in  the  previous 
two  decades.  In  Anchorage,  2 Great  Grays  were 
first  located  along  the  w.  coastal  ski  trails  7 Jan 
(AB,  DWS),  and  by  mid-month,  at  least  6 were 
counted  in  a five-km  stretch  of  w.  Anchorage 
(m.ob.).  Three  were  still  being  seen  in  w.  An- 
chorage through  the  end  of  Feb;  another  was 
in  the  Butte  area  of  Palmer  in  Jan  (CS).  Given 
the  range  of  dates  of  these  observations,  it  is 
certainly  possible  that  some  of  the  Anchorage 
birds  could  have  come  northward  from  the  w. 
Kenai  Peninsula.  But  these  winter  numbers  are 
unprecedented  for  the  Region  where  previous 
winter  “concentrations”  have  occasionally  in- 
cluded 3-4  individuals.  Short-eared  Owls  were 
well  represented  this  season,  with  reports  from 


five  localities,  including  up  to  3 in  the  Gustavus 
area  20  Dec-18  Feb  (NKD).  Kodiak  had  reports 
of  singles  from  31  Dec  and  8 Jan,  then  2 on 
14  Jan  and  3 on  31  Jan  (RAM).  Elsewhere,  at 
least  was  one  around  w.  Anchorage  in  mid-Jan 
(DWS);  2 were  at  Homer  3 Dec-8  Jan  (DWS, 
GJM,  AJL,  AB);  and  one  was  in  the  e.  Aleutians 
at  Unalaska  1 Jan+  (SG).  Far  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  daylight  reports  of  both  Boreal 
and  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  came  in  from  the 
west-facing  sections  of  Upper  Cook  Inlet  from 
Palmer  to  s.  Anchorage.  Many  birds  were  seen  at 
feeders,  found  dead,  or  brought  into  biologists. 
Up  to  3 Boreals  and  at  least  2 Northern  Saw- 
whets  were  seen  in  w.  Anchorage  for  most  of 
Jan  into  Feb  (WK,  DWS,  m.ob.);  in  most  years, 
a single  would  be  newsworthy.  In  Juneau,  a Bo- 
real was  found  dead  24  Feb  after  having  been 
seen  alive  19  Feb  (fide  GBV);  another  was  pho- 
tographed there  29  Feb  (ph.  SGI).  The  status 
of  Boreal  Owl  in  Southeast  is  unclear,  but  scat- 
tered sightings  mostly  in  the  n.  half  of  Southeast 
in  recent  years  suggest  that  the  species  may  be 
a rare  migrant/winter  visitor.  Following  a pretty 
strong  fall  showing,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  win- 
tered in  decent  numbers,  including  an  ad.  male 
at  Ketchikan  though  at  least  24  Jan  (AWP,  SCH), 
one  at  Petersburg  through  16  Jan  (ph.  GH),  and 
2 in  the  Sitka  area  through  7 Feb  (ph.  MRG, 
MET,  MLW). 

Northern  Shrike  reports  were  few.  One 
around  Unalaska  shrub  habitats  1 Jan-h  (ph.  SG) 
was  notable  for  the  Aleutians;  a handful  of  pre- 
vious winter  records  exist,  mostly  from  the  e. 
and  cen.  islands.  Another  Black-billed  Magpie 
ventured  beyond  familiar  tree  habitats  to  Un- 
alaska, where  it  spent  4 Jan-20  Feb  (ph.  SG, 
BAT).  Magpies  are  recent  colonizers  in  the  e. 
Aleutians  to  e.  Unimak  I.  and  occasionally  make 
forays  farther  w,  mostly  in  late  fall  and  early 
winter.  This  season’s  only  Horned  Lark  reports 
came  in  from  South-coastal  Alaska,  -with  singles 
documented  at  Kenai  9-10  Dec  (TAB,  LKB)  and 
on  the  Homer  Spit  31  Dec  (ph.  LHD,  AJL),  the 
latter  furnishing  Homer’s  2nd  winter  record. 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  numbers  were  slightly 
below  the  past  decade’s  averages,  ■with  a few  at 
Anchorage  into  Jan  (m.ob.),  one  at  Palmer  18 
Dec  (fide  RW),  one  at  Kenai  1 1 Dec  (LKB),  then 
2 from  the  Soldotna  area’s  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide 
TDE),  -with  one  hanging  around  an  e.  Soldotna 
yard  through  20  Dec  (TDE).  It  is  curious  that 
solitaires  linger  in  the  Kenai-Soldotna  area,  as 
that  w.  section  of  the  Kenai  Pen.  shares  harsher 
winter  weather  patterns  with  the  Interior,  and 
ornamental  fruit  trees  are  not  common.  First 
spotted  12  Dec  in  the  midst  of  a snow  storm 
and  dropping  temperatures,  a Dusky  Thrush 
joined  a w.  Anchorage  American  Robin  flock 
and  stayed  in  the  general  area  with  this  flock 
into  Mar  (ph.  TT,  ph.  LHD,  m.ob.).  During 


sub-zero  conditions,  the  Dusky  was  often  seen 
with  robins  at  tray  feeders,  eating  sunflower 
chips  but  otherwise  made  a living  on  the  abun- 
dant ornamental  berry  trees  in  the  residential 
neighborhoods,  where  birds  were  often  found 
at  night  roosting  against  houses.  This  consti- 
tutes Mainland  Alaska’s  6th  overall  record  and  a 
first  ever  for  the  winter.  American  Robins  were 
found  in  about  average  winter  numbers  (for  the 
past  decade),  except  for  the  high  numbers  in 
the  Anchorage  area.  Peak  counts  came  from  the 
latter  half  of  Dec,  when  two  flocks  of  55  and 
87  were  located  in  mid-town  and  w.  Anchor- 
age (DWS,  TT,  m.ob.).  Three  robins  on  the  Sol- 
dotna C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  TDE)  were  notable 
as  only  the  2nd  local  Christmas  count  record. 
Robins  are  otherwise  casual  in  winter  on  the  w. 
Kenai  Peninsula. 

LOUGSPURS  THROUGH  HOUSE  SPARROW 

Very  rare  after  Dec,  Lapland  Longspurs  made  a 
surprisingly  strong  mid-season  showing,  from 
both  South-coastal  and  Southeast  sites.  Singles 
were  in  coastal  grass  flats  at  Seward  21  Dec 
(CAG)  and  on  the  Homer  Spit  31  Dec  (AJL,  ph. 
LHD),  and  small  numbers  were  in  the  Gustavus 
area,  including  14  on  3 Jan,  8 on  8 Jan,  and  9 
the  next  day  (ph.  NKD).  Snow  Bunting  num- 
bers varied  considerably  enough  this  season 
that  there  must  have  been  turnover  and  local 
movements  through  most  of  the  winter.  For  in- 
stance, Macintosh  described  Snow  Buntings  as 
unusually  common  at  Kodiak  in  Dec,  but  num- 
bers then  declined  quickly,  and  the  species  was 
absent  by  the  end  of  Jan.  Three  hundred  con- 
stituted a new  Palmer  area  C.B.C.  high  tally  on 
18  Dec  (fide  RW),  as  did  the  230  from  the  Un- 
alaska C.B.C.  from  1 Jan  (SG).  Elsewhere,  Snow 
Buntings  were  near  local  high  numbers  at  Gus- 
tavus and  Kenai  (NKD,  m.ob.).  Perhaps  from 
a combination  of  intense  late  Nov  Bering  Sea 
storms,  the  consistent  cold  and  snowy  season, 
and  the  more  southerly  pack  ice  advance.  Snow 
Buntings  and  McKay’s  Buntings  were  more 
concentrated  and  seemingly  more  obvious  be- 
yond nonnal  winter  ranges.  McKay’s  were  well 
represented  beyond  the  periphery  of  their  nor- 
mal winter  range,  in  Southeast,  highlighted  by 
at  least  one  at  Gusta^vus  26-27  Dec  then  again 
2 Jan  (NKD  JFS,  JJ).  In  South-coastal  Alaska, 
reports  came  in  from  Kodiak,  where  at  least  6 
were  described  in  the  2nd  half  of  Dec  QW),  to 
the  w.  Kenai  Pen.,  with  2 at  Homer  4 Dec-17 
Jan  (DWS,  RAM,  AJL,  GJM).  At  Ninilchik,  2 
males  were  seen  20  Jan  (CAG),  but  Kenai  had 
the  most  remarkable  assemblage:  3 were  found 
9 Dec,  and  these  then  merged  with  others  for 
a peak  count  of  8 on  2 Jan  (TAB,  LKB,  TDE). 
Another  male  appeared  periodically  with  Snow 
Buntings  at  Seward  8 Dec+  (CAG),  while  a male 
that  visited  downtown  Unalaska  feeders  8 Jan+ 
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This  freshly  plumaged  Orange-crowned  Warbler,  first  noted 
near  Dutch  Harbor,  Unalaska  in  November  201 1 and  re-located 
following  a heavy  snowstorm  on  18  December  (here),  consti- 
tuted a first  Aleutian  record  of  this  common  Mainland  breeder. 
Photograph  by  Suzi  Golodoff. 


This  Evening  Grosbeak  showed  up  at  a Palmer,  Alaska  area 
feeder  20  January  2012,  where  it  was  glimpsed  periodically  into 
late  (here  18)  March,  the  second  record  ever  for  South-coastal 
Alaska.  Photograph  Lucas  H.  DeCkco. 

(ph.  SG)  made  the  2nd  local  record. 

The  Aleutians’  first  Orange-crowned  War- 
bler that  had  appeared  in  thickets  at  Unalaska 
in  Oct  was  last  seen  in  heavy  snow  conditions 
there  18  Dec  (ph.  SG).  Otherwise,  the  season’s 
only  subsequent  warbler  account  was  a very 
late  Yellow-ramped  Warbler  at  Juneau  2 Jan 
(GBV).  Relatively  high  numbers  of  American 
Tree  Sparrows  squeezed  into  the  coastal  thick- 
ets m South-coastal  sites;  the  highest  counts 
included  14  at  a single  Seward  feeder  24  Dec 
(fide  CAG),  11  near  the  Homer  library  21  Dec 
(AJL),  and  two  groups  of  10  e.  of  Homer,  both 
in  early  Jan  (AJL).  In  certain  winter  seasons, 
American  Tree  Sparrow  numbers  rival  those  of 
juncos  in  South-coastal  areas,  where  they  are 
otherwise  a rare  fall  migrant.  A similar  trend 
was  noted  to  the  e.  at  Gustavus,  where  that  site’s 
high  count  reached  40  birds  on  2 Jan  (NKD). 
Gustavus  has  now  accounted  for  the  Region’s 
high  winter  tallies  three  times  in  the  past  de- 
cade, all  of  which  equaled  40  individuals.  Fox 
Sparrow  numbers  were  depleted  this  season, 
and  the  only  reports  of  note  were  a zahoria  at 
Kodiak  16  Dec  (ph.  RAM,  CT),  likely  a late 
migrant,  and  the  bird  at  Unalaska  from  the  fall 
season,  which  reappeared  17  Dec  and  stayed  all 
season  (SG,  BAT).  The  latter  marks  a first  win- 
ter report  for  the  Aleutians,  where  the  species 
is  a fairly  common  local  breeder  restricted  to 


Unimak  Island.  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  Seward 
4 Jan  (CAG),  2 in  Ketchikan  all  season  (SCH, 
JFK),  and  one  offshore  at  Sitka  through  12  Jan 
(ph.  MRG,  LPP)  were  this  winter’s  only  obser- 
vations. A Ketchikan  Swamp  Sparrow  from  the 
fall  season  lingered  at  a feeder  through  24  Jan 
QFK),  for  the  season’s  only  report.  After  a fairly 
strong  fall  showing  around  Ketchikan,  only  one 
White-throated  Sparrow  lingered  through  20 
Dec  QFK);  another  was  near  Hoonah  the  same 
day  (NRH).  Other  White-throated  reports  came 
from  Kodiak,  where  a feeder  bird  from  the  fall 
stayed  until  3 Feb  (ph.  CH),  and  from  Homer, 
with  a single  feeder  bird  31  Dec  (AJL,  ph.  LHD). 
Golden-crowned  Sparrows  are  casual  winter 
birds  m the  e.  Aleutians,  where  this  season  at 
least  3 hung  around  Unalaska  area  feeders  17 
Dec-mid-Jan  (SG,  BAT).  Although  Dark-eyed 
Juncos,  typically  oreganus  types,  continue  to 
winter  intermittently  in  the  e.  Aleutians,  mostly 
in  the  Unalaska  area,  this  year’s  totals  of  15  from 
14  Dec  and  then  1 1 through  the  season  (SG,  BL, 
BAT)  were  unprecedented;  most  prior  reports 
were  of  one  to  3 birds.  Elsewhere,  Dark-eyed 
Junco  numbers  were  well  below  the  norms  from 
usual  winter  locations. 

Juneau’s  Pioneer  Marsh  again  produced 
unusually  high  Red-winged  Blackbird  tal- 
lies, with  25  there  12  Dec  and  then  19  on  12 
Feb  (GBV).  Rusty  Blackbird  accounts  were  re- 
stricted to  Southeast,  with  14  at  Gustavus  10 
Feb  (NKD)  and  singles  at  Ketchikan  8 Dec  and 
28  Jan  OHL,  SCH).  Single  Bramblings  were  in 
the  Homer  area  14  Feb-3  Mar  (DC,  ph.  GJM) 
and  in  the  e.  Aleutians  at  Unalaska  17  Dec-t- 
(ph.  SG,  BL,  DP).  Helmericks  was  rewarded  for 
venturing  out  into  winter  conditions  at  Adak  30 
Dec  when  he  photographed  a handsome  Asian 
Rosy-Finch  (Leucosticte  arctoa),  providing  the 
New  World’s  first  record  of  this  ne.  Asian  spe- 
cies. Asian  Rosy-Finches  are  locally  common  in 
winter  m coastal  fringe  habitats  from  the  Kurile 
Is.  to  Japan.  This  individual  appeared  typical  of 
the  e.  subspecies  bninneonucha.  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finches  of  subspecies  group  tephrocotis 
were  well  distributed  at  several  coastal  sites,  in- 
cluding 3 in  the  Kenai  area  6 Jan  (AJL),  then  one 

19  Feb  (AJL),  and  another  offshore  at  Kodiak 

20  Jan  (ph.  CH),  that  site’s  4th  winter  record. 
Two  Pine  Grosbeaks  were  located  around  Adak 
sites  21  Dec  and  2 Jan  (IH),  the  cen.  Aleutians’ 
first  reports;  the  species  is  casual  anywhere  in 
the  Aleutians.  Three  Purple  Finches  surfaced 
this  season,  a male  at  Homer  12  Feb-r  (TR,  ph. 
AJL,  DWS,  MR),  another  male  at  Ketchikan 
feeders  all  season  QFK,  CAF),  and  a female-type 
m downtown  Ketchikan  through  17  Dec  (ph. 
JHL).  Red  Crossbills  were  virtually  absent  from 
Southeast  forests  after  a few  late  fall  reports  and 
were  otherwise  noted  in  small  numbers  in  the 
Homer  area  between  30  Dec  and  8 Jan  (MR, 


AJL,  LHD).  At  Kodiak,  Macintosh  described 
Red  Crossbills  as  uncommon  for  the  season. 

In  a subpar  Common  Redpoll  winter,  single 
Hoary  Redpolls  at  Juneau  17  Dec  (GVB)  and 
29  Jan  (PAR)  were  great  finds  from  Southeast, 
where  this  species  is  normally  restricted  to  the 
Interior.  A brilliant  male  Eurasian  Bullfinch 
flashed  around  downtown  Unalaska  20  Jan  (ph. 

SG),  the  Aleutians’  first  ever  in  winter  and  the  e. 
Aleutians’  first  as  well.  Harsh  conditions  must 
have  driven  a waif  Evening  Grosbeak  to  a Butte 
feeder  near  Palmer  20  Jan,  where  it  appeared 
intermittently  through  the  season  (ph.  CS  et 
al).  There  is  one  prior  South-coastal  record  of 
this  otherwise  very  rare  winter  visitor  and  mi- 
grant from  Southeast  sites.  At  Ketchikan,  up  to 
5 House  Sparrows  wintered  at  feeders,  where 
the  Region’s  small  resident  population  appeared 
to  have  dwindled  over  the  past  year  or  so. 

Contributors  and  observers:  L.  Adams,  J.  B. 
Allen,  R.  H.  Armstrong,  G.  S.  Baluss,  A.  Bow- 
man, M.  G.  Burcham,  L.  K.  & T.  A.  Burke,  A.  !; 
Crane,  D.  Chorman,  R.  Coleman,  L.  H.  DeCic-  !; 
CO,  D.  F.  Delap,  B.  H.  Demerjian,  L.  Devaney,  N.  ' 

DeWitt  (Interior),  T.  Dimarzio,  B.  Dittrick,  N.  i' 

K.  Dramheller,  P.  Eldridge,  T.  M.  Ellis,  T.  D,  Es- 
kelin,  C.  Field,  C.  A.  Fultz,  D.  D.  Gibson,  Steve 
Gilbertson  R.  E.  Gill,  M.  R.  Goff,  S.  Golodoff,  C. 

A.  Griswold,  C.  Harwood,  N.  R.  Hajdukovich, 

M.  C.  Harris,  S.  C.  Heinl  (Southeast),  C.  Heit- 
man,  1.  Helmericks,  G.  Herbrandson,  J.  John-  1 
son,  W Keys,  M.  Kilcher,  M.  Klostermann,  J.  F 
Koerner,  K.  Kuletz,  A.  J.  Lang  (South-coastal  i 
Alaska),  B.  Lekanoff,  J.  H.  Lewis,  J.  D,  Levison,  I 
K.  Lochman,  T.  G.  Lohse,  R.  A.  Macintosh,  D.  |. 
MacKayJ.  Mackovjak,  D.  K.  MacPhail,  C.  Man- 
nix,  G.  J.  Matz,  C.  McIntyre,  B.  Meiklejohn,  ; 

N.  Mollett,  E.  Myers,  L.  J.  Oakley,  Alaska  Bird  j 
Observatory  (A.B.O.),  E.  Oman,  K.  Owen,  E.  i 

V.  Parker,  J,  Parks,  D.  Pavlik,  B.  H.  Pawuk,  B.  I 
Peluso,  J.  F Pilkington,  L.  Pizzuto-Phillips,  A. 

W.  Piston  (Southeast),  J.  Pontii,  R Porchot,  D. 
Porter,  K.  Radberg,  A,  Ramey,  B.  Rasku,  L.  L.  'i 
Raymond,  M,  Renner,  K.  M.  Ripley,  P A.  Rose,  J. 

E Saracco,  C.  Sartor,  R.  L.  Scher,  M.  W Schwan,  ; 

B.  Siegel,  D.  W Sonneborn,  J.  Staab,  K,  Stenek, 

K.  D.  Stoltzfus,  W Stortz,  G.  P.  Streveler,  P M. 
Suchanek,  S.  Studebaker,  J.  Swelstad,  K.  Tar- 
box,  M.  Taylor,  M.  E.  Tedin,  B.  A.  Tellman,  K. 
Tidwell,  T.  Tobish,  R.  Trotter,  C.  Trowbridge,  C. 
Trassel,  P B.  & H.  Vanselow,  G.  B.  van  Vliet, 

M.  L.  Ward,  S.  Weltz,  K.  Williams,  R.  Winckler,  i 
V Wilson,  J.  Withrow,  C.  Wood,  C.  W Wright, 

W T.  Young,  T.  Zeller,  K.  Zervos.  Referenced 
details,  specimens,  photographs,  video  record- 
ings, and  audio  recordings  are  on  file  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alaska  Museum.  O 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


British  Columbia 


This  adult  Iceland  Gull  of  the  nominate  subspecies  was  photographed 
at  the  southern  end  of  Okanagan  Lake  in  Penticton,  British  Columbia  7 
February  2012,  one  of  growing  number  of  documented  nominate  Iceland 
Gulls  from  the  American  West.  Photograph  by  Lame  Neish. 


Chris  Charlesworth 


It  was  a cool  but  not  terribly  cold  winter 
throughout  the  Region.  Many  valleys  man- 
aged to  stay  above  the  melting  point,  result- 
ing in  little  lowland  snow  accumulation.  How- 
ever, the  mountains  received  constant  snow- 
fall, and  virtually  all  mountain  ranges  recorded 
above-normal  snow  packs,  with  some  achiev- 
ing new  record  status.  There  were  two  areas  that 
accumulated  copious  snow  in  the  lowlands: 
the  inland  North  Coast  and  the  Kootenays.  On 
the  lighter-than-usual  side  of  the  ledger,  the 
South  Peace  lowlands  received  barely  enough 
snow  to  shovel  more  than  once.  It  was  a typi- 
cally stormy  winter  on  the  outer  coast,  with  the 
highest  gust  of  167  km/h  (90  knots)  recorded 
at  Sartine  Island  on  24  January  2012. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Eurasian  Teal  was  of  note  at  Boundary  Bay 
in  Tsawwassen  12  Jan-17  Feb  (RS).  Also  at 
Tsatvwassen,  a Clark’s  Grebe  was  found  at  the 
ferry  jetty  17-21  Jan  QK,  IT)-  In  Chilliwack, 
a pair  of  Green  Herons  seen  11-13  Dec  was 
unseasonable  (Deon  van  der  Heever  et  al).  A 
Cattle  Egret  was  seen  by  many  in  Surrey  near 


the  Serpentine  R.  2-7  Dec  (Michael  Klots, 
m.ob.).  Very  rare  in  Dec,  a Turkey  Vulture 
visited  Brunswick  Pt.,  Ladner  2 Dec  (RS). 

Also  there  was  an  Osprey  15  Dec  (TA). 

In  the  Okanagan,  a Prairie  Falcon  spent 
much  of  the  winter,  arriving  18  Dec  and 
staying  until  at  least  15  Feb,  on  the  n. 
side  of  Dilworth  Mt.  in  Kelowna  (IW,  CC, 

m. ob.).  On  the  Lower  Mainland,  a gray- 
morph  Gyrfalcon  wintered  near  Surrey 
1 Dec+  (MT,  m.ob.).  Rare  in  the  interior 
in  winter,  a lingering  Dunlin  was  along 
the  Salmon  Arm  Foreshore  13  Dec  (DC). 

A Sora  was  found  along  Road  6 in  Oli- 
ver 10  Jan  (DB  et  al),  furnishing  a rare 
winter  record  for  the  interior.  Reports  of 
several  individual  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  came  in  from  the  Okanagan  Valley  this 
winter.  A second-cycle  bird  was  at  Okanagan 
Landing  near  Vernon  30  Jan  (CC,  MF),  and  an 

ad.  was  seen  at  the  Maude  Roxby  Bird  Sanctu- 
ary in  Kelowna  31  Jan  (CC).  Reports  of  Iceland 
Gulls  in  the  Okanagan  have  become  frequent 
over  the  past  decade  or  so,  with  most  referring 
to  Kumlien’s.  An  ad.  Iceland  Gull  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies  was  documented  from  Okana- 
gan L.,  Penticton  7-12  Feb  (LN,  m.ob.).  A 
Kumlien’s  was  at  the  Maude  Roxby  Bird  Sanc- 
tuary 5 Feb  (MTo).  A flight  of  21,000  Ancient 
Murrelets  over  the  Strait  of  Georgia  17  Dec  on 
the  Sunshine  Coast  C.B.C.  made  a new  all-time 
North  American  high  count  for  the  Christmas 
Bird  Count  (RT). 

DOVES  THROUGH  BUNTINGS 

The  winter  of  2011-2012  will  be  remembered 
because  of  a major  invasion  of  Snowy  Owls,  as 
hungry  and  weak  birds  strayed  southward  in 
search  of  food.  The  first  birds  began  to  show 
up  in  Nov,  with  large  numbers  gathering  along 
Boundary  Bay  in  Vancouver.  Up  to  40  were  tal- 
lied along  Boundary  Bay  on  the  Ladner  C.B.C. 
27  Dec  (/ide  Jude  Grass).  In  the  interior,  where 
Snowy  Owl  sightings  are  rare  even  in  an  inva- 
sion year,  there  was  a scattering  of  sightings. 
One  was  at  Swan  L.  in  Creston  20  Dec  QF). 

with  another  at  Castlegar  near  the 
Robson  Bridge  16  Dec  (Pat  Swee- 
ney). Near  Merritt,  2 were  at  Min- 
nie L.  3 Dec  (AB).  Although  it  was 
not  an  irruption  year  for  Northern 
Hawk  Owls,  a few  were  noted, 
especially  at  ski  resorts.  One  was 
seen  at  Sun  Peaks  Resort  near  Ka- 
mloops 10  Dec  (Ken  Lipinski), 
with  another  noted  at  Big  "White 
near  Kelovma  12  Dec  (Ian  Wil- 
liams). Elsewhere,  a hawk  owl  was 
at  Nakusp  in  the  West  Kootenay 
16  Dec-3  Jan,  enjoyed  on  the  lo- 
cal C.B.C.  (CD  et  al),  and  one  was 


A male  Lesser  Goldfinch  appeared  at  a feeder  at  a prirate 
residence  24  January  2012  (here  undated)  near  the  University 
of  British  Columbia  in  Vancouver  and  proved  frustratingly 
hard  to  see  down  during  its  stay.  Photograph  by  Thalm  Grant 

e.  of  Osoyoos  on  Anarchist  Mt.  5 Feb  (MTo). 
Finally,  at  Salmon  Arm,  one  was  a nice  addi- 
tion to  the  local  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (TH  et  al).  The 
male  Costa’s  Hummingbird,  now  present  for 
18  months,  continued  throughout  the  period 
in  the  Dunbar  area  of  Vancouver  (RC,  m.ob.). 
Rare  on  the  Sunshine  Coast,  especially  in  win- 
ter, a Rock  Wren  found  at  Wilson’s  Creek  11 
Jan  (Kai  Bosch  et  al.)  was  most  unexpected;  it 
remained  until  at  least  5 Feb,  constituting  the 
7th  record  for  the  Sunshine  Coast.  At  Beacon 
Hill  Park  in  Victoria,  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
was  an  exceptional  find  4 Dec  (Steven  Roais, 
m.ob.).  The  bird  remained  until  10  Dec  and 
was  seen  by  many.  A Northern  Mockingbird 
was  positively  identified  in  Squamish  26  Feb 
but  had  been  present  for  at  least  two  weeks 
prior  (CD).  Extremely  rare  in  the  interior  in 
winter,  a Swainson’s  Thrash  photographed  at 
a compost  pile  in  Nakusp  19  Jan  was  an  excit- 
ing discovery  (CD).  Not  as  rare,  but  still  rare  in 
the  interior  in  winter,  a Hermit  Thrush  made  a 
brief  appearance  at  Inkaneep  P.P.  near  Oliver  9 
Jan  (LN).  There  was  a noteworthy  distinct  lack 
of  Bohemian  Waxwings  throughout  s.  British 
Columbia  this  winter.  The  Penticton  C.B.C., 
which  often  tallies  well  over  1000,  recorded 
a single  bird  on  19  Dec  (fide  RCa).  A Lap- 


This  young  Cattle  Egret  was  photographed  at  a Burnaby,  British  Columbia 
wildlife  rescue  facility  4 December  2012.  Photograph  by  Jo  Ann  MacKeiaie. 
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land  Longspur  at  Revelstoke  16  Dec  (George 
Winingder)  provided  a local  late  date. 

Wintering  warblers  included  a Nashville 
Warbler  in  a Nelson  backyard,  feeding  on 
grapes  17  Dec-4  Jan  Qakob  Dulisse).  A first- 
fall  female  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
found  along  the  Okanagan  R.  in  Penticton  on 
the  C.B.C.  19  Dec;  it  remained  until  at  least 
25  Dec  (RC,  m.ob.).  At  the  Chichester  Bird 
Sanctuary  in  Kelowna,  a Wilson’s  Warbler  was 
present  from  the  beginning  of  the  period  until 
17  Dec,  when  it  was  tallied  on  the  local  C.B.C. 
(RC,  CC  et  ah);  another  lingered  from  the  fall 
period  at  Nakusp,  visiting  a compost  pile,  last 
reported  17  Jan  (GD).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow 
was  at  the  Carmanah  Point  Light  Station  on 
sw.  Vancouver  I.  through  at  least  17  Dec  QE); 
one  in  West  Vancouver  visited  a feeder  6-18 
Dec  (RC,  m.ob.).  A Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  the 
Reifel  Refuge  in  Ladner  2-3  Dec  (RC,  JK  et  ah). 


The  hrst-year  male  Summer  Tanager  lingered 
from  the  fall  period  through  at  least  26  Jan  (RH 
et  ah).  At  Abbotsford,  a Bullock’s  Oriole  14  Dec 
(SO)  was  a rare  winter  hnd,  as  was  a female 
Rusty  Blackbird  along  88th  Street  in  Ladner  14 
Jan  QK).  In  what  turned  out  to  be  an  irruption 
year  for  redpolls,  Hoary  Redpolls  were  report- 
ed throughout  the  interior.  Near  Vernon,  one 
was  with  a flock  of  Common  Redpolls  picking 
up  grit  along  the  road  1 Dec  (CC,  CS).  At  Mt. 
Baldy  near  Oliver,  a Hoary  was  found  2 Dec 
(TM).  Another  was  among  250  Commons  e. 
of  Osoyoos  7 Feb  (MTo).  Two  different  Hoar- 
ies  visited  feeders  at  the  McCulloch  Nordic  Ski 
Trails  near  Kelowna  19  Feb+  (CC,  MF,  m.ob.). 
In  the  West  Kootenays,  a Hoary  was  photo- 
graphed at  Johnson’s  Landing  6-8  Dec  (GS). 
Feeders  at  Big  White  Ski  Resort  near  Kelowna 
hosted  up  to  30  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  8 
Jan+  (CC,  m.ob.);  birds  of  both  the  interior  and 
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The  season  started  dry  and  cool  and  re- 
mained that  way  throughout  December 
and  into  January,  with  Seattle  recording 
its  fourth  driest  December  on  record.  Mid- 
January  saw  a major  weather  change  when 
Arctic  air  plowed  into  the  westside,  bringing 
with  it  significant  lowland  snowfall.  A few 
days  later,  devastating  freezing  rain  downed 
trees  and  caused  widespread  power  outages; 
some  households  along  southern  Puget  Sound 
were  without  power  for  nearly  two  weeks. 
More  typical  and  welcome  mild  temperatures 
along  with  abundant  rainfall  returned  in  late 
January,  and  one  might  categorize  February 
as  having  been  boringly  normal.  The  only  sig- 


nificant beach  wreck  of  the  season  involved 
Tufted  and  Horned  Puffins,  which  washed  up 
on  coastal  beaches  in  numbers  during  January 
and  Febaiary. 

The  overarching  theme  of  this  winter  season 
was  the  plethora  of  northern  invaders,  which 
included  signihcant  incursions  by  at  least  three 
irruptive  species.  Most  obvious  were  Snowy 
Owls,  which  were  plentiful  enough  to  garner 
the  attentions  of  non-birders  and  the  mass  me- 
dia. Hordes  of  folks  could  be  found  walking 
Damon  Point  at  Ocean  Shores  in  order  to  gawk 
at  the  dozen  or  so  owls  wintering  among  the 
beach  grass  and  driftwood.  Counter-balancing 
the  slew  of  Arctic  visitors  was  a nice  variety  of 
species  that  normally  winter  far  to  the  south 
of  the  Region.  In  addition  to  the  two  expected 
phoebes — Black  and  Say’s — four  other  spe- 
cies of  flycatchers  were  documented.  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  and  Vesper  Sparrow  both  made 
their  hrst  winter  appearances  in  the  Region  in 
at  least  a decade.  Aside  from  research  cruises, 
there  was  no  offshore  birding  activity  this 
season,  hence  the  sparse  assortment  of  pelag- 
ics  in  this  column.  Vole  populations  spiked  in 
the  Willamette  Valley,  thus  raptor  counts  were 
strong.  Finally,  observers  in  the  Region  contin- 
ue to  have  a fondness  for  birds  of  mixed  parent- 
age; at  the  end  of  this  report  you  will  learn  of 
yet  another  addition  to  the  long  list  of  hybrids 
that  have  been  recorded  here. 

Abbreviations;  Finley  (William  L.  Finley 
N.W.R.,  Benton);  FR.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res. 
WM.A.,  Lane);  McNary  (McNary  N.WR.,  Walla 
Walia);  Nisqually  (Nisqually  N.WR.,  Thurston, 
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coastal  subspecies  were  noted.  A male  Lesser 
Goldfinch  near  University  of  British  Columbia 
in  Vancouver  was  present  13-25  Feb  but  was 
frustratingly  hard  to  see  (Suzie  Lavalee,  m.ob.). 
The  only  Asian  rarity  to  appear  this  winter,  a 
hrst-year  female  Brambling,  was  in  a Victoria 
yard  at  a feeder  31  Dec-2  Jan  (Ray  Lapshinoff). 

Observers:  Ted  Ardley  Jack  Bowling  (weath- 
er), Doug  Brown,  Alan  Burger,  Chris  Charles- 
worth,  Don  Cecile,  Russell  Cannings,  Richard 
Cannings  (RCa),  Chris  Dale,  Jerry  Etzkom, 
Jess  Findlay,  Michael  Force,  Ralph  Hocken, 
Ted  Hillary,  Jeremiah  Kennedy,  Thor  Manson, 
Chris  Siddle,  Stan  Olson,  Gail  Spitler,  Rich- 
ard Swanston,  Ian  Thomas,  Mike  Tabak,  Mike 
Toochin  (MTo),  Russ  Tkachuk,  Ian  Walker. 


Chris  Charlesworth,  571  Yates  Road  #106, 
Kelowna,  British  Columbia  VI V 2VS 


WA);  N.S.C.B.  (North  Spit  Coos  Bay,  Coos); 
O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor,  WA);  P.N.P. 
(Point  No  Point,  Kitsap,  WA);  P.S.B.  (Port  Susan 
Bay,  Snohomish,  WA);  PT.  (Puget  Trough,  WA); 
Ridgeheld  (Ridgeheld  N.WR.,  Clark). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Ninety-three  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  over- 
wintering at  Coos  Bay  (TR)  was  unprecedented; 
singles  or  small  groups  are  the  seasonal  norm 
for  Oregon’s  outer  coast.  Six  Emperor  Geese  19 
Dec+  was  the  best  winter  showing  in  the  Region 
since  2006-2007,  when  7 were  tallied.  Up  to 
5000  Snow  Geese  inhabited  Sauvie  1.  through 
the  period,  yet  again  setting  a new  standard  for 
w.  Oregon,  where  as  recently  as  two  decades 
ago  a few  hundred  were  noteworthy.  Similarly, 
numbers  of  Snows  at  McNary  built  to  6000 
on  26  Feb  (M&MLD),  establishing  a new  re- 
cord for  e.  Washington.  Two  blue-morph  Snow 
Geese,  now  annual  in  Skagit/Snohomish,  were  at 
Samish  Flats,  Skagit  31  Jan  (RM,  CW);  an  imm. 
at  Fernhill  Wetlands  2 Dec  (ph.  SN)  and  2 more 
on  Sauvie  I.  through  the  season  (B.  Archer  et 
al.)  were  in  w.  Oregon,  where  not  yet  annual. 
The  only  westside  Ross’s  Geese  were  a single  at 
ER.R.  2 Dec  (B.  McKenzie)  and  2 on  Sauvie  I. 
21  Feb  (SN).  One  Ross’s  at  LaGrande,  Union  11 
Dec  (D.  Leal)  and  another  at  Clarkston,  Asotin 
4 Dec  (AS)  were  away  from  their  normal  haunts 
in  se.  Oregon;  the  latter  furnished  just  the  3rd 
winter-season  report  from  e.  Washington  since 
2004.  A Richardson’s  Cackling  Goose  (nomi- 
nate hutchinsii)  at  Clarkston  9 Jan  (ph.  Jl)  was 
just  the  5th  of  this  taxon  for  Washington  and 
the  7th  for  the  Region.  Cackling  Geese  (tav- 
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erneri  and  minima)  continue  to  expand  their 
wintering  range  into  nw.  Washington.  High 
counts  included  80  at  Milltown,  Skagit  7-8  Jan 
(M.  Willison,  B.  Schmidt)  and  125  at  L.  Terrell, 
Whatcom  10  Feb  (DW).  Thirty-four  at  Drayton 
Harbor,  Whatcom  7 Jan  (M.  Donahue,  A.  Knue) 
were  the  most  northerly  reported;  subspecihc 
breakdowns  were  not  included  in  these  reports. 
A flock  of  36  Trumpeter  Swans  at  Toppenish 
N.WR.,  Yakima  8 Jan  (K.  Turley)  provided  a 
new  high  count  for  e.  Washington;  increas- 
ing numbers  of  Trumpeters  have  broadened 
their  distribution  across  the  Region  in  recent 
years.  A Bewicks  Swan  enlivened  Coffee  Creek 
Wetlands,  Clackamas  24-29  Dec  (M.  Stinnet, 
ph.  S.  Carpenter),  and  Washington’s  13th  was 
at  Ridgefield  30  Dec  (ph.  R.  Leinen);  there  are 
now  about  25  records  for  the  Region.  Bewick’s 
Swans  have  now  been  detected  in  Washington 
in  nine  consecutive  years,  with  most  sight- 
ings from  Skagit,  where  many  of  the  winter- 
ing Tundra  Swans  originate  from  the  breeding 
colonies  in  the  Russian  Far  East.  A Brant  at  the 
Deschutes  R.  mouth,  Sherman  13  Jan+  (CF,  SJ) 
made  the  first  winter-season  report  from  e.  of 
the  Cascades  since  2002-2003;  there  are  fewer 
than  20  Brant  records  for  the  Region’s  eastside. 
The  only  other  Brant  away  from  salt  water  and 
the  P.T.  were  at  Portland  23  Dec-1  Jan  QW 
m.ob.)  and  Finley  8 Feb  (WDR). 

An  astounding  850  Wood  Ducks  gathered 
at  Hood  Park,  Walla  Walla  17  Feb  (MH);  this 
surpasses  any  published  tally  for  the  Region. 
A paltry  6 Eurasian  Wigeons  were  tallied  in  e. 
Washington.  A Mallard  x American  Wigeon  hy- 
brid, likely  a returning  bird,  inhabited  Gorst, 
Kitsap  21  Jan-3  Mar  (RS,  ph.  BW);  this  cross 
was  not  recorded  in  the  Region  prior  to  2008 
but  has  been  reported  annually  since.  Three 
Mallard  x Northern  Pintail  hybrids  included 
one  shot  by  a hunter  at  F.R.R.  3 Dec  (ph.  R. 
Adney),  one  at  Tualatin  River  N.WR.  (DI,  SF), 
and  one  at  The  Dalles,  Wasco  On  8 Feb  (tSJ); 
this  cross  is  now  detected  annually  in  the 
Region.  Blue-winged  Teal,  not  annual  during 
winter  in  the  Region,  appeared  in  both  states, 
with  one  near  Olympia  18  Dec  (fide  CW)  and  2 
near  Lebanon,  Linn  1 Feb  0-  Harding).  Eleven 
Eurasian  Teal  was  about  the  seasonal  norm, 
while  only  4 Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged 
Teal  hybrids  were  noted.  A congregation  of 
550  Canvasbacks  at  Post  Office  L.,  Clark  13 
Jan  provided  the  2nd  highest  count  ever  for 
w.  Washington  (RM,  K.  Hansen).  Eight  Tufted 
Ducks,  all  on  the  westside,  were  exceptional, 
as  2 per  season  is  the  norm.  A Tufted  Duck  x 
scaup  hybrid  near  Vancouver  8 Jan  (Dl,  SF) 
was  presumed  to  be  the  same  individual  found 
along  this  stretch  of  the  Columbia  R.  last  winter. 
Present  since  Jul  2009,  the  female  King  Eider 
(Washington’s  20th)  continued  at  O.S.  through 


the  period  (m.oh.).  Though  rare  to  uncommon 
during  fall  on  the  e.  side  of  the  Cascades,  Surf 
Scoters  and  White-winged  Scoters  are  very  rare 
there  during  winter.  Two  Surf  Scoters  at  Suttle 
L.,  Jefferson  7 Dec  (MG,  SSh)  were  merely  un- 
expected, while  11  eastside  White -winged 
Scoters  7 Dec-22  Jan  were  truly  exceptional. 
Five  were  at  Priest  Rapids,  Yakima  2 Jan  (ph. 
DG),  4 inhabited  Vantage,  Kittitas  10-22  Jan 
(S.  Downes),  and  on  Oregon’s  eastside  singles 
graced  Suttle  L.  7 Dec-1  Jan  (MG,  SSh)  and 
Klamath  Falls  17  Dec  (D.  Hewitt  et  ah).  For  the 
2nd  consecutive  winter,  small  groups  of  Surf 
and  White -winged  Scoters  lingered  at  Portland 
through  Dec;  the  latest  Surf  was  there  16  Jan 
(AF).  Four  Surfs  were  on  Hagg  L.,  Washington  4 
Dec  (SSc),  while  one  there  22  Feb  (GG)  was  a 
month  later  than  any  other  inland  report.  Four 
Long-tailed  Ducks  strayed  from  salt  water  in  w. 
Oregon,  where  less  than  annual.  Three  were 
near  Logsden  in  e.  Lincoln  17  Dec  (fide  RB).  A 
female  at  Smith  L.  and  Bybee  L.  near  Portland 
3-9  Dec  (AF,  m.ob.)  may  have  been  the  same 
bird  that  was  found  on  nearby  Sauvie  1.18  Dec 
(AH,  CH,  ES).  Thirteen  eastside  Long-tailed 
Ducks  16  Dec-19  Feb  was  a slightly  above  av- 
erage; 2 at  Sprague  L.,  Adams  17  Dec  (TO)  and 
singles  at  Prineville  31  Dec  (CG)  and  Suttle  L.  1 
Jan  (fide  SSh)  provided  rare  reports  away  from 
the  Columbia  River.  A Common  Goldeneye 
x Barrow’s  Goldeneye  hybrid  visited  Gorst, 
Kitsap  17  Dec  (ph.  BW,  VN),  and  one  was  at 
Semiahmoo,  Whatcom  4 Feb  (P  Wegener);  this 
cross  is  now  annual  in  the  Region. 

A goodly  65  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  at  Scotch 
Creek,  Okanagan  18  Feb  (RS,  BW)  is  perhaps 
indicative  of  improving  habitat  in  that  area. 
Four  Red-throated  Loons  in  the  WV.  22  Jan-24 
Feb  were  all  away  from  the  Columbia  R.,  which 
produces  most  of  the  Region’s  inland  records. 
Three  Pacific  Loons  were  away  from  salt  water 
in  w.  Oregon,  where  they  are  not  annual  dur- 
ing winter;  singles  visited  Howard  Prairie  Res. , 
Jackson  16  Dec  (RN),  Corvallis  20  Dec  (fide  M. 
Cutler),  and  Philomath,  Benton  7 Jan  (WDR,  H. 
Herlyn).  Four  eastside  Pacifies  was  about  half 
the  recent  norm.  Fifteen  Yellow-billed  Loons 
in  w.  Washington  was  triple  the  seasonal  aver- 
age; 10  between  Protection  1.  and  Dungeness 
Bay,  Clallam  19  Dec  (CW,  RM,  BL)  is  a single- 
day record  for  the  Region.  A Yellow-billed  at 
Wenatchee  23  Nov+  (S.  Ballinger,  J.  Lowe)  was 
very  rare  for  the  eastside.  Once  again,  none 
were  detected  in  Oregon,  which  has  had  just 
2 Yellow-billeds  over  the  past  five  winters. 
Historically  rare  away  from  salt  water  in  win- 
ter, 5 inland  Red-necked  Grebes  were  noted  1 
Dec-22  Feb.  The  presumed  migrant  at  Fernhill 
Wetlands  1 Dec  (SN)  was  the  only  one  away 
from  the  Columbia  River.  Eight  Eared  Grebes 
together  along  the  Columbia  at  Portland  1 Dec 


(SSc)  was  highly  unusual  for  this  area,  where 
most  reports  involve  singles.  Ten  Clark’s  Grebes 
in  w.  Washington  represented  a typical  winter 
showing. 

The  skull  of  a Laysan  Albatross  was  found 
along  the  shoreline  of  Guemes  L,  Skagit  22  Feb 
(fide  CW);  the  only  documented  occurrences 
from  the  PT.  involved  one  on  an  incoming 
barge  at  Seattle  during  early  Feb  1998  and  an- 
other found  a few  days  later  in  a berry  field  at 
Gig  Harbor,  Pierce:  neither  survived  (Wahl  et  al, 
2005,  Birds  of  Washington).  This  season’s  Short- 
tailed Albatross,  an  imm.,  was  seen  from  a re- 
search vessel  off  Clallum  31  Jan  (M.  Dragiewicz). 
Short-tailed  Shearwaters  are  less  than  annual  in 
the  PT,  so  one  seen  passing  Marrastone  Pt., 
Jefferson  30  Dec  (VN,  AS,  GGe)  was  noteworthy. 
A Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrel,  rare  from  shore  at 
any  season,  flew  past  Browns  Pt.,  Grays  Harbor 
30  Dec  (CW,  BL,  A.  Meyer).  Formerly  absent 
from  the  Region  Nov-Feb,  American  White 
Pelicans  are  now  expected  in  winter.  Two  spent 
the  period  at  ER.R.  (JS),  and  16  were  at  McNary 
Dam  15  Jan  QW).  Bucking  the  trend  of  recent 
winters,  just  12  Brown  Pelicans  were  noted  at 
Westport,  Grays  Harbor  1 Jan  (T.  Pagos,  GP);  the 
same  location  hosted  460  during  the  winter  of 
2010-2011.  Numbers  along  the  Oregon  coast 
were  equally  modest,  with  30  at  Coos  Bay  11 
Dec  (TR)  representing  the  season’s  high  count. 
Three  Brown  Pelicans  in  the  PT.  were  consistent 
with  recent  winters;  singles  visited  Mulkiteo  4 
Dec  (H.  Flores),  Admiralty  Inlet,  Jefferson/Kitsap 
8-25  Dec  (C.  Eckert),  and  Lopez  L,  San  Juan 
29  Dec  (B.  Fries).  Single  American  Bitterns  at 
Toppenish  N.WR.,  Yakima  17  Dec  (K.  Turley) 
and  Ladd  Marsh  W.M.A.  24  Dec  (C.  Nowak) 
add  to  the  recent  string  of  reports  from  eastside 
locales,  where  this  species  was  historically  ab- 
sent in  winter. 

Presumed  wintering  Turkey  Vultures  are  in- 
creasing w.  Washington,  where  traditionally 
rare  before  mid-Feb;  12  noted  from  six  loca- 
tions 12  Dec-28  Jan  included  a Washington 
winter-record  7 at  Lopez  L,  San  Juan  12  Dec 
(RM,  T.  Mansfield).  Multiple  vultures  in  Coos 
through  the  season  represented  the  first  con- 
firmed record  of  overwintering  for  that  county. 
A Turkey  Vulture  at  Maryhill,  Klickitat  9 Jan  (SJ) 
was  a very  rare  winter  find  in  e.  Washington.  An 
Osprey,  equally  rare  during  winter  on  the  east- 
side,  was  at  West  Richland,  Benton  23  Jan  (B. 
Clarke).  Now  nearly  annual  during  winter  in  w. 
Washington,  single  Ospreys  visited  Marymoor 
Park,  King  15  Dec  (MH,  M.  Bartels)  and  Bothell, 
King  26  Dec  (M.  Sunu,  P.  Koyama).  No  White- 
tailed Kites  were  detected  in  w.  Washington 
this  winter;  the  sw.  Washington  population  has 
plummeted  over  the  past  five  years.  Conversely, 
26  at  FR.R.  13  Jan  QS)  approached  the  high- 
est counts  ever  for  this  roost.  Kites  are  now  us- 
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Although  Pacific  Golden-Plover  is  now  found  annually  during 
winter  in  the  Oregon  and  Washington  region,  the  sight  of 
one  in  full  alternate  plumage  in  December  surely  must  have 
been  a visual  shock.  This  adult  female  was  photographed 
near  Corvallis,  Benton  County  on  25  December  2011. 

Photograph  by  Mr)  Sullivan. 

mg  a large  Northern  Harrier  roost  (40-i-  birds) 
along  Diamond  Htll  Rd.  e.  of  Harrisburg,  Linn] 
up  to  3 were  there  nightly  11  Dec+  Oh  SF, 
Dl).  Five  Red-shouldered  Hawks  noted  in  sw. 
Washington  represents  a typical  winter  tally,  but 
for  the  hrst  time  in  eight  years,  none  was  noted 
n.  of  Cowlitz.  This  season’s  Swainson’s  Hawk  was 
near  Monmouth,  Polk  4 Jan  (ph.  B.  Wagner); 
formerly  mega-rare  during  winter,  Swainson’s 
are  now  nearly  annual  in  the  Region  Dec-Feb. 
A Ferruginous  Hawk  inhabited  Union,  Union 
14-17  Dec,  and  another  was  Sprague  L.,  Adams 
18  Dec-15  Jan  (TL);  northbound  birds  typically 
arrive  in  ne.  Oregon  and  e,  Washington  in  late 
Feb.  A Prairie  Merlin  (subspecies  tichardsoni), 
rare  but  annual  in  the  Region,  visited  Bainbridge 
1.,  Kitsap  4 Feb  (BW,  GGe,  J.  Acker,  M.  Rossing). 
Fifteen  Gyrfalcons  noted  9 Dec-27  Feb  ap- 
proximated recent  winter  tallies;  as  is  typical, 
more  than  half  (9)  were  e.  of  the  Cascades.  For 
the  hrst  time  in  10  winters,  no  Prairie  Falcons 
were  reported  m w.  Washington.  Three  Prairies 
were  noted  from  the  Oregon  coast,  with  singles 
at  Tillamook  30  Jan  (S.  Parsons),  Pacihc  City, 
Tillamook  11  Feb  (T.  McNamara),  and  Floras  L., 


Curry  12  Feb  (TR,  KAn);  the  bulk  of  Oregon’s 
westside  reports  come  from  Rogue  Valley  and 
Willamette  Valley.  A Sora  was  at  Ridgeheld  7 
Dec  (E.  Knight);  this  species  is  now  nearly  an- 
nual in  w.  Washington  during  winter.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  out  of  season,  Oregon’s  12th 
Common  Gallinule  was  remarkably  upslope  at 
Howard  Prairie  Res,  (elevation  1380  m)  on  10 
Dec  (ph.  F English).  All  but  2 of  Oregon’s  sight- 
ings have  come  Apr-May,  with  one  collected  at 
Neskowin,  Tillamook  13  Feb  1983  and  another 
at  Brookings,  Curry  24  Dec  2009  accounting 
for  the  Region’s  only  winter  records.  A Sandhill 
Crane  inhabited  Clarkston,  Asotin  31  Dec-r,  and 
another  visited  Touchet,  Walla  Walla  28  Jan  (M 
& MED);  this  species  is  rare  in  e.  Washington 
during  winter. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Fifty-six  Black-bellied  Plovers  near  Peoria,  Linn 
15  Dec  (R.  Campbell)  were  exceptional  for 
the  WV,  where  only  ER.R.  typically  produces 
winter  flocks  of  this  size  or  greater.  Though 
Pacihc  Golden-Plovers  are  now  annual  in  the 
Region  during  winter,  one  hardly  expects  to 
see  a fully  alternate-plumaged  ad.  in  Dec — and 
yet,  a stunning  ad,  female  was  s.  of  Corvallis 
25  Dec  (L.  Johnson,  ph.  JS).  This  is  the  2nd 
such  bird  for  Oregon;  an  alternate-plumaged 
bird  listed  as  “American  Golden-Plover”  (before 
the  species  split)  was  at  Tillamook  17-23  Dec 
(American  Birds  31:  364-367).  Snowy  Plovers 
continue  to  produce  encouraging  news  along 
Oregon’s  beaches,  where  the  annual  survey  tal- 
lied 199  birds;  this  is  the  highest  winter  count 
there  in  more  than  two  decades  (fide  D.  Tauten). 
The  golden-plover  was  in  the  same  held  inhab- 
ited by  Oregon’s  11th  Mountain  Plover  2-24 
Dec  (D.  Schrouder,  D.  Hill,  ph.  WDR).  A Lesser 
Yellowlegs,  now  nearly  annual  in  Washington 
during  winter,  was  at  John  R.,  Grays  Harbor 
5 Feb  (GP);  3 Lessors  were  detected  in  w. 
Oregon,  where  they  are  slightly  more  expect- 
ed. Wandering  Tattlers,  rarely  overwinter  in 
Oregon,  so  one  at  Cannon 
Beach,  Clatsop  1 Jan-4 
Feb  (D.  Byrne)  was  note- 
worthy. The  Region  has 
only  a handful  of  inland 
winter  records  for  Long- 
billed Curlew,  so  2 in  the 
same  season  would  be 
astonishing.  Singles  seen 
at  Albany,  Linn  5 Dec  QF) 
and  at  nearby  Tangent 
4 Feb  0-  Harding)  may 
well  have  been  the  same 
bird.  The  only  prior 
winter  records  for  the 
WV  involved  singles  ob- 
served near  Eugene  and 


Lebanon  during  winter  1999-2000.  The  150 
Least  Sandpipers  at  Nisqually  30  Jan  (S.  Thorp) 
represented  a winter-record  tally  for  the  Puget 
Trough.  A presumed  southbound  Short-billed 
Dowitcher  was  seen  and  heard  at  Floras  L., 
Curry  9 Dec  (TR);  this  species  is  rarely  detected 
in  the  Region  after  Oct.  There  were  no  wrecks,  ! 
and  the  season’s  high  count  of  Red  Phalaropes 
was  13atN.S.C.B.  20  Jan  (TR). 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  60  km  inland  at 
Cathlamet,  Wahkiakum  26  Feb  QW)  was  a 
presumed  storm  waif.  A Bonaparte’s  Gull  at 
La  Grande,  Union  17  Dec  (T.  Bray)  was  unex- 
pected during  winter.  Washington’s  2nd  and 
the  Region’s  3rd  Ross’s  Gull,  which  frequented  1 
Palmer  L.,  Okanogan  15-27  Dec  0-  Heinlen), 
was  arguably  this  winter’s  most  exciting  avian 
visitor.  Washington’s  previous  record  was  also 
on  the  eastside  near  McNary  Dam,  Benton  in 
Nov  1994.  Aside  from  a single  at  P.N.P.  through 
3 Dec  0-  Baier),  Heermann’s  Gull  was  unreport- 
ed in  the  Region.  An  apparent  ad.  Vega  Gull 
at  Electric  City,  Grant  14  Jan  was  exceptionally 
well  documented  (ph.  RS,  BT,  CW,  BL);  the  1 
Region’s  only  previous  record  of  this  taxon,  cur- 
rently treated  as  a subspecies  of  Herring  Gull 
by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union,  came 
from  King  in  Dec  2006.  Washington’s  16th  and 
17th  Iceland  Gulls  visited  Westport,  Grays  i 
Harbor  30  Dec  (tBT,  S,  Mills,  W,  Johnson)  and 
Clarkston,  Asotin  22  Jan-19  Feb  (ph.  J.  Hanna);  I 

prior  records  are  evenly  distributed  e.  and  w.  of 
the  Cascades.  Single  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls, 
now  annual  m e.  Washington,  visited  Richland, 
Benton  6 Jan-13  Feb  Q-  Abel),  Banks  L,  Grant 
8-14  Jan  (DS),  Clarkston  12  Jan-27  Feb  (TO), 
and  W.WR.D.  22  Jan  (M&MLD);  only  a few  , 
years  ago,  this  species  still  merited  boldfacing. 
Forty-seven  Glaucous  Gulls  noted  18  Dec-i- 
marked  a return  to  the  seasonal  norm  after  j 
several  consecutive  poor  showings.  As  is  typi-  | 
cal,  all  15  + eastside  birds  were  in  Washington,  j 
while  the  westside  birds  were  near  evenly  split 
between  the  states;  an  impressive  7 were  in 
Walla  Walla  26  Feb  (M&MLD).  Truly  astonish- 
ing was  a hght-morph  ad.  Pomarine  Jaeger  at 
Sheridan,  Yamhill  28  Dec  (CK,  ph.  PS);  winter 
records  of  inland  jaegers  are  all  but  unknown 
in  the  Pacihc  Northwest,  and  Pomarine  is  gen- 
erally the  rarest  away  from  salt  water.  A Long- 
tailed Jaeger  at  Hanford  17  Dec  1982  (Wahl  et 
al.  2005)  is  the  Region’s  lone  record  of  a stereo-  j 
rariid  inland  during  winter. 

For  the  4th  consecutive  winter,  a Thick-billed 
Murre  was  recorded  in  the  Region;  this  season’s 
bird  washed  up  dead  on  Clatsop  Beach  1 Feb 
(MP).  Calm  conditions  facilitated  a Washington 
record  tally  of  3924  Ancient  Murrelets  between 
Protection  1.  and  Dungeness  Bay,  Clallam  19 
Dec  (CW,  RM,  BL).  A Cassin’s  Auklet  off  Pt. 
Wilson,  Jefferson  18  Dec  (DW)  was  rare  in  the 


This  apparent  Vega  Gull  at  Electric  City,  Grant  County  14  January  2012  is  only  the  second  to 
be  well  documented  in  Washington.  The  only  previous  record  of  this  taxon  came  from  King 
County  in  December  2006.  The  much  darker  mantle  color  was  well  studied  in  comparison  to 
adjacent  American  Herring  Gulls  (one  here  in  the  foreground).  The  partial  "string  of  pearls" 
effect  in  the  primaries  is  also  fitting  for  Vega  Gull.  A dark  iris  along  with  bright  pink  legs  were 
noted,  thus  all  but  eliminating  possible  hybrids.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Shaw. 
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Puget  Trough.  An  exceptional  inshore  Parakeet 
Auklet  was  well  described  from  Winchester 
Bay,  Douglas  16  Jan  (tK.  Phifer).  A mid-Feb 
NOAA  Northwest  Fisheries  Research  Cruise 
encountered  6 Parakeets  off  Tillamook  16  Feb 
and  10  more  off  Clallam  17  Feb  (tRM,  S.  Mills). 
Beach-wrecked  Tufted  Puffins  and  Horned 
Puffins  started  appearing  along  the  Regions 
coastline  in  early  Jan  and  continued  through 
the  period;  though  exceptional,  this  event  was 
not  unprecedented.  Surveys  undertaken  by 
COASST  noted  8 Horned  Puffins,  very  rare  at 
any  time  in  Washington  waters,  and  40+  Tufted 
Puffins,  normally  very  rare  inshore  during  win- 
ter (fide  CW).  Two  additional  Horneds  were 
taken  into  rehab  at  Astoria  22  Jan  (fide  MP), 
and  4 were  dead  on  Clatsop  Beach  1 Feb  (MP) 
A flyby  Tufted  Puffin  was  off  of  Cape  Flattery, 
Clallam  7 Jan  (B.  Paige),  and  another  live  bird 
was  inside  Yaquina  Bay  25  Feb  (C.  Philo). 

Although  this  season’s  Snowy  Owl  invasion 
looked  quite  strong  at  the  end  of  Nov  (22+ 
for  w.  Washington),  the  flight  seemed  to  wane 
by  the  end  of  Dec,  with  only  a few  additional 
detections  later  in  the  season.  Ultimately,  the 
Regional  tally  of  about  65  birds  was  punctu- 
ated by  a high  count  of  12  at  Damon  Pt.,  Grays 
Harbor  30  Dec  (CW,  BL,  A.  Meyer,  L.  Parshall); 
6 Snowies  at  Nine  Canyon,  Benton  9-24  Feb  (H. 
Newsome)  was  the  single-site  maximum  on  the 
eastside.  During  the  last  irruptive  year  (2005), 
Washington  tallied  74.  Northern  Hawk  Owl,  a 
rarity  in  Washington  as  recently  as  a decade  ago, 
is  now  reported  annually  in  winter.  Three  this 
season  were  still  exceptional;  singles  inhabited 
Chelan,  Chelan  31  Dec-6  Feb  (fide  M.  Spencer), 
West  Plains,  Spokane  1 Jan-20  Feb  (P.  McKann, 
J.  McKann),  and  Wacounda,  Okanagan  28 
Jan- 19  Feb  (K.  WoodrufD.  For  the  2nd  straight 
winter,  no  Burrowing  Owls  were  detected  in 
the  WY,  where  they  had  been  a fixture  during 
winter  over  the  previous  decade.  Three  were 
along  Oregon’s  s.  coast,  with  one  at  the  North 
Bend,  Coos  airport  19-23  Dec  (fide  TR)  and  2 
on  a private  ranch  near  Langlois,  Curry  through 
the  season  (KAn).  A Long-eared  Owl  inhabited 
American  Camp,  San  Juan  11  Dec  (T.  Mansfield, 
RM),  and  one  was  near  Stanwood,  Snohomish 
3 Jan  (GP);  only  a few  are  found  each  year 
on  the  westside,  mostly  in  winter;  they  likely 
occur  more  frequently  but  are  overlooked  be- 
cause they  are  less  vocal  than  other  owls.  Anna’s 
Hummingbirds  visited  Cle  Elum,  Kittitas  1 Jan 
(A.  Woodrow)  and  Yakima  28  Jan  (S.  Downes); 
Anna’s  are  increasingly  reported  during  winter 
in  e.  Washington,  mostly  in  Dec.  Three  female- 
type  Selasphorus  hummingbirds  were  found 
along  the  Oregon  coast  in  mid-Dec,  with  2 at 
the  same  feeder  in  South  Beach,  Lincoln  (fide  RB) 
and  another  in  North  Bend,  Coos  18-20  Dec  (B. 
Griffin).  A juv.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  now 


annual  in  the  Region  during  winter,  graced 
Bandon,  Coos  31  Dec-3  Jan  (AH,  DH,  ph.  NS). 
An  apparent  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  x Red- 
naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  inhabited  Olympia 
18-21  Dec  (ph.  B.  Shelmerdine).  Sorting  hy- 
brids from  atypical  “pure”  birds  away  from 
the  contact  zone  in  sw.  Alberta  remains  prob- 
lematic. This  individual  showed  a Red-naped 
head  pattern,  including  an  extensive  red  nape, 
whereas  its  buffy  broad  back  pattern  better  fit 
a Yellow-bellied.  Three  Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
x Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrids  were  detected 
in  w.  Washington  this  winter.  Reportedly  pure 
Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were  on  the  westside 
at  Portland  16  Dec  (L.  Anolik),  Florence,  Lane 
(E.  & V Thompson),  Eugene  1 Jan  (TMi,  T. 
Meinzen),  and  Washougal  2 Feb  (WC).  A Red- 
breasted Sapsucker,  rare  e.  of  the  Cascades  in 
Washington,  graced  Hood  Park,  Walla  Walla 
4-11  Feb  (M&MLD). 

PASSERINES 

The  Region’s  3rd  Least  Flycatcher  recorded 
in  the  winter  season,  originally  discovered  at 
Rockaway  Tillamook  29  Nov  (D.  Bailey  ph.  NS), 
remained  through  17  Dec.  Rarer  still  was  the 
Region’s  first  winter  Hammond’s  Flycatcher, 
which  inhabited  Ashland,  Jackson  20  Jan-19 
Feb  (ph.  M.  Lorusso);  a series  of  excellent  pho- 
tographs taken  over  the  length  of  this  bird’s  stay 
clearly  established  its  identity.  Northerly  win- 
tering Black  Phoebes  included  2 at  Ridgefield 
(fide  RH)  and  another  near  Lacey,  Thurston 
(m.ob.);  though  this  species  now  appears  to  be 
consolidating  its  foothold  in  sw.  Washington, 
there  are  only  a handful  of  mid-winter  records 
for  w.  Washington.  A Say’s  Phoebe,  rare  during 
midwinter  in  e.  Washington,  was  near  Asotin, 
Asotin  13  Jan  (TO).  No  fewer  than  7 Say’s  were 
detected  in  w.  Oregon  Dec-Jan,  including  4 in 
Coos/Curry,  where  they  winter  annually.  Six  ad- 
ditional westside  Say’s  25  Jan+  were  presumed 
to  be  northbound  migrants,  as  the  timing  of 
their  appearance  coincided  with  the  typical  ar- 
rival dates  for  the  eastside.  First  noted  in  late 
Oct,  Washington’s  5th  'Vermilion  Flycatcher 
was  re-found  at  Ridgefield  3 Feb+  after  disap- 
pearing in  early  Dec.  Prior  to  this  season,  there 
were  just  12  winter  records  of  Tropical/Couch’s 
Kingbirds  for  the  Region,  thus  3 reported  along 
the  cen.  Oregon  coast  8 Dec-23  Feb  were  high- 
ly unusual;  all  were  presumed  to  be  Tropical 
but  came  with  no  descriptions  of  vocalizations. 
Singles  were  at  Lincoln  City  8 Dec  (D.  Faxon), 
Tahkenitch  L.,  Lane  23  Dec  (ph.  R.  Lowe),  and 
Newport  1 Jan  and  23  Feb  (fide  D.  Grafe;  B. 
Olson);  it  is  unclear  if  the  Newport  sightings  in- 
volved the  same  or  different  birds.  Loggerhead 
Shrikes  rarely  winter  in  Washington,  thus 
singles,  near  Okanogan,  Okanogan  4 Dec  (D. 
Abbott,  J.  Parrott)  and  at  Richland  6 Jan  (D. 


Rockwell)  were  noteworthy. 

A Blue  Jay  was  s.  of  Corvallis  14  Dec+  (R. 
Comeleo,  m.ob.),  and  another  visited  Klamath 
Falls  12  Feb  (KS).  About  par  for  e.  Washington 
in  a non-invasion  year,  4 Blue  Jays  were  not- 
ed 28  Dec-19  Feb.  Horned  Larks  showed  in 
unprecedented  numbers  in  sw.  Washington, 
highlighted  by  a w.  Washington  record  300  at 
Hamilton  L,  Skamania  23  Feb  (WC);  the  sub- 
species of  these  birds  was  not  reported.  In  w. 
Washington,  the  mid-winter  window  of  absence 
for  Tree  Swallows  continues  to  shrink.  One  was 
at  Ridgefield  21  Dec  (S.  Carpenter),  and  4 were 
at  Vancouver  L.,  Clark  2-13  Jan  (RH,  RM);  the 
first  northbound  migrants  normally  arrive  in 
late  Jan.  In  addition  to  the  expected  small  num- 
bers of  Tree  Swallows  that  remained  through 
the  season  on  the  westside,  a single  Violet- 
green  Swallow  wintered  at  Coquille,  Coos  (TR), 
and  another  was  at  Eugene  25  Dec  (AH,  DH); 
the  first  northbound  Violet-greens  rarely  arrive 
before  mid-Feb.  Nine  Barn  Swallows  from  four 
westside  locations  1-18  Dec  were  thought  to  be 
late  southbound  birds,  as  limited  lingering  into 
Dec  is  expected.  However,  Barn  Swallows  ar- 
riving in  mid-Jan,  typically  in  a peculiar  state 
of  molt,  are  thought  to  originate  from  newly 
established  breeding  populations  in  s.  South 
America.  Thirty-one  such  Barns  were  noted 
from  1 1 westside  locations  8 Jan-28  Feb.  Also 
fitting  this  pattern  were  5 Barns  at  Wenatchee 
28  Jan-5  Feb  (M.  Robinson)  and  another  at 
Northrup  Pt.,  Grant  19  Feb  (RS,  BW);  mid- 
winter Barn  Swallows  were  virtually  unknown 
on  the  eastside  prior  to  Jan  2003.  A Mountain 
Chickadee  x Black-capped  Chickadee  hybrid 
graced  Grand  Coulee,  Grant  14  Jan  (RS,  BT, 
CW,  BL);  this  cross  is  being  reported  with  in- 
creasing frequency. 


This  Barn  Swallow  at  Northrup  Point,  Grant  County,  Washington 
1 9 February  201 2 is  a first-cycle  bird  with  pre-formative  covert 
molt  partially  completed  (Peter  Pyle,  in  litt.).  The  timing  of 
these  late  winter  incursions  is  coincidental  with  this  species' 
range  expansion  into  southern  South  American  (Dave  Winkler, 
in  litt.).  A reasonable  and  intriguing  explanation  of  this  odd 
phenomenon  is  that  these  are  birds  from  the  southern  South 
American  population  that  then  migrates  northward  from 
their  wintering  grounds  in  northern  South  America  instead  of 
southward.  Photograph  by  Brad  Waggoner. 
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Single  Rock  Wrens  at  Ediz  Hook,  Clallam  and 
Sunset  Beach,  Island  continued  from  fall,  while 
another  inhabited  Mutiny  Bay,  Island  7 Feb+  (C. 
Corin);  this  species  is  rare  at  any  season  in  w. 
Washington.  A Canyon  Wren  at  Beacon  Rock, 
Skamania  11  Dec  (WC)  was  equally  rare  for 
the  westside  and  particularly  so  for  the  winter 
months.  Beacon  Rock  is  a massive  basalt  column 
that  has  hosted  Canyon  Wrens  in  the  past.  Two 
Mountain  Bluebirds  appeared  to  overwinter  on 
the  westside,  where  they  are  very  rare  Dec-Feb; 
one  spent  the  season  at  Cape  Blanco  (TJW),  and 
another  inhabited  Sequim,  Clallam  24  Dec-27 
Jan  (B.  Paige).  Single  Mountain  Bluebirds  at 
Hamilton  I.,  Skamania  1 Dec  (WC)  and  at 
Blaine,  Whatcom  1 Dec  (W  Weber)  were  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  southbound,  while  another 
at  Steigerwald  L.,  Skamania  3-24  Feb  (fide  WC) 
was  likely  northbound;  small  numbers  of  mi- 
grant Mountain  Bluebirds  stray  to  the  westside 
in  early  spring,  sometimes  as  early  as  late  Feb. 
Fourteen  westside  Northern  Mockingbirds  was 
double  the  seasonal  norm.  Improved  report- 
ing from  Jackson  (AC),  where  this  species  often 
breeds  and  is  presumed  resident,  contributed 
6 birds  to  this  tally;  4 mockingbirds  enlivened 
Denman  WM.A.,  Jackson  17  Dec  (B.  Hunter). 
The  lone  eastside  mockingbirds  were  both  in 
Klamath  Falls,  with  singles  noted  17  Dec  and 
12  Feb  (KS).  This  seasons  flight  of  Bohemian 
Waxwings  was  exceptional  in  extreme  ne. 
Oregon  but  barely  spilled  over  to  the  south 
and  west.  Many  large  flocks  were  reported  in 
Wallowa,  highlighted  by  2000  at  Enterprise  17 
Jan  QW).  Elsewhere,  singles  visited  Bend  24  Jan 
(T.  Kutzen)  and  Marymoor  Park,  King  25  Feb 
+ (S.  Aagaard);  the  latter  was  the  only  westside 
detection. 

Up  to  13  Lapland  Longspurs  were  in  a 
closed  area  at  the  Corvallis  airport  3 Dec-13 
Jan  (WDR);  this  species  is  rarely  detected  in 
the  WV.  but  likely  winters  in  small  numbers 
in  the  vast  tracts  of  private  short-grass  fields. 
A Snow  Bunting  that  wintered  at  Portland  (T. 
McNamara,  m.ob.)  and  another  at  Corvallis  20 
Dec  (fide  M.  Cutler)  were  in  the  WV,  where  not 
annual.  As  is  the  norm,  a large  flock  wintered 
along  Golf  Course  Rd.  near  Enterprise;  550 
were  counted  there  on  26  Feb  (B.  &J.  Carlson). 
On  the  heels  of  last  fall’s  McKay’s  Bunting  in 
Oregon,  the  Region’s  7th  inhabited  O.S.  11 
Dec-12  Feb  (D.  Weinstein,  ph.  R Bannick); 
this  was  the  4th  McKay’s  for  Washington. 
This  bunting  was  presumed  to  be  a Snow  un- 
til closer  scrutiny  revealed  its  identity  in  early 
Feb.  Although  now  detected  annually  during 
winter  in  the  WV,  4 Nashville  Warblers  found 
1 Dec-1  Jan  was  exceptional.  At  least  15  Palm 
Warblers  wintered  in  Curiy,  mostly  on  private 
ranches;  7 around  the  “blue  silos”  near  Floras 
Lake  21  Jan  (KAn)  made  the  high  count  for  the 


county.  Away  from  Cuny,  13  additional  Palms 
were  in  w.  Oregon,  including  3 were  together 
at  Tillamook  8 Feb  (AF,  T.  Anderson,  W Gross). 
The  lone  Washington  Palm  (3  is  typical)  was 
at  O.S.  1 Dec-7  Jan  (m.ob.).  Black-throated 
Gray  Warblers,  not  annual  in  the  Region  during 
winter,  made  appearances  at  Coos  Bay  18  Dec 
(MP)  and  at  Bremerton,  Kitsap  16  Dec  (BW); 
the  latter  furnishes  Washington’s  6th  winter  re- 
cord. A Townsend’s  Warbler  x Hermit  Warbler 
was  at  Portland  28  Jan  (R.  Hodgson);  most 
reports  of  this  hybrid  come  during  the  breed- 
ing season.  Four  Hennit  Warblers  in  Oregon 
21-31  Dec  were  at  least  double  the  seasonal 
norm;  Oregon  has  produced  all  but  three  of 
the  winter  records  for  the  Region.  Five  west- 
side  Common  Yellowthroats  included  single- 
tons  at  Skagit  WM.A.,  Skagit  through  5 Jan 
(M.  Willison),  Nisqually  6 Jan  (K.  Brady),  and 
Steigerwald  L.  1 1 Feb  (S.  Senner);  this  species  is 
less  than  annual  during  winter  m Washington. 
Five  Wilson’s  Warblers  5 Dec-9  Jan  ties  the  sea- 
sonal record  (2008-2009)  for  the  Region.  Prior 
to  1990,  there  were  just  seven  Dec-Feb  records 
for  Oregon  and  Washington,  but  since  1990, 
this  species  has  been  detected  in  most  win- 
ters. Incredibly,  2 Yellow-breasted  Chats  were 
noted  during  the  season;  one  spent  two  days  at 
Tiller,  Douglas  feeder  in  early  Dec  Q-  Edmonds), 
and  another  inhabited  a Coos  Bay  yard  3 1 Dec+ 
and  was  last  seen  28  Apr  (B.  Fields,  TR).  These 
are  the  first  chats  in  the  Region  during  winter 
since  2001-2002,  when  there  were  also  two 
reports;  Oregon  now  has  seven  winter  records, 
while  Washington  still  awaits  its  first. 

On  the  decline  in  w.  Washington  over  the 
past  decade,  a goodly  7 American  Tree  Sparrows 
were  tallied  there  this  season,  while  one  through 
the  period  at  Floras  L.  (TR)  furnished  the 
only  report  from  w.  Oregon.  Five  Chipping 
Sparrows  4-27  Dec  was  a typical  showing  in 
the  WV,  where  this  species  is  rare  but  annual 
in  winter.  Two  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  both 
in  Oregon,  was  about  half  seasonal  norm;  one 
was  at  Airlie,  Polk  31  Dec  (WDR),  and  another 
wintered  at  Cape  Blanco  (TJW).  The  Region’s 
first  winter-season  Vesper  Sparrow  since  2005 
graced  N.S.C.B.  (TR).  A similarly  unexpected 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  Portland’s  Powell 
Butte  11  Dec  (ph.  AH,  CH)  provided  the  8th 
winter  record  for  the  Region  and  was  also  the 
first  since  2005.  Single  Red  Fox  Sparrows  (sub- 
species group  iliaca)  were  at  E.  E.  Wilson  WM.A. 
1 Dec  0-  Geier),  Fir  L,  Skagit  1 Dec  (RM),  and 
Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  30  Jan  (ph.  BW,  DW, 
RS);  birds  of  this  group  are  rare  but  annual  in 
the  Region.  Two  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  detect- 
ed in  e.  Washington  this  winter,  with  singles  at 
Helen  McCabe  S.R,  Kittitas  15  Jan  (S.  Downes) 
and  Bridgeport  Bar,  Okanogan  27  Jan  (ST);  this 
species  is  very  rare  Jan-Mar  in  e.  Washington.  A 


near-normal  7 Swamp  Sparrows  were  detected 
in  w.  Washington  this  winter.  A rare  eastside 
Swamp  Sparrow  was  at  Bingen,  Klickitat  1 1 Feb 
(SJ,  J.  Earls).  Five  westside  Harris’s  Sparrows 
approximated  the  recent  norm,  while  9 eastside 
Harris’s  was  a welcome  uptick  from  the  abys- 
mal showings  of  the  past  decade;  7 of  these 
were  in  e.  Washington,  where  2-3  per  winter 
has  been  the  recent  norm.  Hybrid  Golden- 
crowned  X White-crowned  Sparrows  were  again 
detected,  with  singles  at  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  14 
Dec  (BW),  Seattle  22  Dec  (M.  Metz),  and  near 
Nisqually  22  Dec  (RS). 

Western  Tanagers,  now  annual  in  the  Region 
during  winter,  visited  five  westside  locations  27 
Dec-3  Feb;  these  included  three  Seattle-area 
reports  27-31  Dec  (fide  M.  Bartels).  A female 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Eugene  11  Nov+  [ 
Q.  Siporin)  marked  the  3rd  straight  winter  that  !; 
this  species  has  appeared  in  the  Region,  where 
there  are  now  16  seasonal  records.  Two  sepa- 
rate Dickcissels,  photographed  a few  km  apart 
at  Cape  Blanco  13  Nov-mid-Jan  (TJW)  and 
Langlois  8-13  Dec  (KAn),  add  to  just  five  prior  j 
winter  records  from  the  Region;  these  represent- 
ed the  14th  and  15th  Oregon  records.  Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds  are  very  rare  on  the  outer 
coast  during  winter,  thus  one  through  the  season 
at  Cape  Blanco  (TJW)  was  noteworthy.  Rusty 
Blackbirds  showed  well  in  w.  Washington,  with 
5 tallied  19  Dec-28  Jan.  This  season’s  Hooded 
Oriole,  a species  annual  during  recent  winters, 
remained  at  Seaside,  Clatsop  1 Dec-21  Jan  (H. 
Peterson).  A Bullock’s  Oriole  seen  sporadically 
at  Myrtle  Pt.  6 Jan-5  Feb  (R.  Foster)  represented 
the  7th  winter  record  for  Coos. 

Oregon’s  13  th  Brambling  wintered  at 
Woodburn,  Marion  (ph.  L.  Long,  m.oh.).  Five 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finches  on  Saddle  Mt., 
Clatsop  10  Dec  (L.  Cain)  were  at  one  of  just  two 
sites  in  Oregon’s  Coast  Range,  where  this  spe- 
cies occurs  somewhat  regularly;  rosy-finches 
are  annual  during  fall  and  winter  on  Marys  Peak 
in  w.  Benton.  A Pine  Grosbeak  visited  Gardiner, 
Jefferson  14  Feb  Q.  Gatchet),  and  2 stopped  at 
Bryant,  Snohomish  27  Feb  (S.  Kostka);  this  spe- 
cies is  rare  in  the  lowlands  of  w.  Washington. 

Up  to  4 Pine  Grosbeaks  were  at  Tumalo  Falls, 
Deschutes  29  Jan-28  Feb  (DHa,  PL);  this  species 
is  less  than  annual  in  cen.  Oregon.  A Cassin’s 
Finch,  very  rare  in  lowland  Washington,  graced 
North  Bend,  King  25  Feb  (D.  Lewis).  White- 
winged Crossbill  irruptions  often  exhibit  a dis- 
persal pattern  that  is  somewhat  patchwork  in 
appearance,  as  was  the  case  with  this  season’s 
incursion.  In  Oregon,  where  White-wingeds  are 
rare  away  from  Wallowa  in  non-invasion  years, 
up  to  100  inhabited  Tumalo  Falls,  Deschutes 
Jan-Feb  (DHa,  PL).  Conversely,  they  showed 
modestly  in  their  normal  montane  haunts  in 
e.  Washington,  including  maxima  of  15  at  Mt. 
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Spokane,  Spokane  30  Jan  (TL)  and  65  at  Mary 
Ann  Creek,  Okanogan  18  Feb  (BW,  RS).  The 
White-winged  that  visited  Puyallup,  Pierce  8 
Jan  (CW)  was  very  rare  for  the  w.  Washington 
lowlands,  while  2 near  Greenwater,  Pierce  8 Jan 
(RS)  were  in  montane  habitat  where  more  ex- 
pected, though  still  rare.  A Regionwide  irrup- 
tion of  Common  Redpolls  was  most  evident 
in  Washington;  the  bulk  of  475+  tallied  on 
Washington’s  westside  were  in  that  state’s  north- 
westernmost  counties,  with  a high  count  of  2 10 
at  L.  Terrell,  Whatcom  31  Jan  (RM,  CW).  Goodly 
numbers  reached  the  Puget  Trough,  but  only  a 
handful  of  redpolls  pushed  w.  of  the  PT  and 
southward  into  sw.  Washington  and  w.  Oregon. 
Fewer  than  20  were  noted  in  w.  Oregon;  the 
most  southerly,  in  Coos  8 Dec  Q-  Metzler)  and 
2-21  Jan  (K.  Johnson),  provided  that  county’s 
5th  and  6th  records.  As  expected,  redpolls  were 
most  numerous  in  ne.  Washington,  highlighted 
by  a flock  of  950  near  Chesaw,  Okanogan  10  Feb 
(K.  Tran);  300  at  Nine  Mile  Canyon,  Walla  Walla 
16  Jan  (M&MLD)  topped  the  se,  Washington 
reports.  In  e.  Oregon,  the  flight  was  most  evi- 
dent in  Wallowa,  which  gets  a few  redpolls  most 


winters;  150  at  Enterprise  16  Dec  (C.  Turner) 
was  the  high  count.  Small  flocks  strayed  as  far 
s.  and  w.  as  Klamath  and  Deschutes,  with  30 
redpolls  through  the  season  at  Tumalo  Falls 
(PL).  This  irruptive  event  featured  reports  of 
10  different  Hoary  Redpolls  in  e.  Washington. 
If  correct,  this  tally  would  represent  a seasonal 
record,  but  only  about  half  of  these  sightings 
have  been  documented  and  submitted  to  the 
Washington  B.R.C.  Washington  has  just  15 
accepted  records  for  Hoary  Redpoll,  only  one 
of  those  from  the  westside.  A well-document- 
ed Hoary  visited  Samish  1.,  Skagit  2 Jan  (ph. 
RM).  Lesser  Goldfinches  are  extending  their 
range  northward  beyond  Clark,  yet  there  are 
very  few  records  for  nw.  Washington,  so  one  at 
Bellingham  24  Feb  (fide  MB)  was  noteworthy. 
A Regional  first  Lesser  Goldfinch  x American 
Goldfinch  hybrid  enlivened  Tacoma  28  Dec 
(ph.  M.  Charest). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Knute  Andersson,  Range  Bayer 
(Lincoln),  Gary  Bletsch,  Marv  Breece,  Wilson 
Cady,  Mike  MerryLynn  Denny,  Dennis 


Duffy,  Shawneen  Finnegan  (Oregon),  Jeff 
Fleischer,  Cathy  Flick,  Andy  Frank,  George 
Gerdts  (GGe),  Greg  Gillson  (Washington, 
thebirdguide  pelagics),  Mike  Golden,  Dean 
Hale,  Anne  Heyerly  Dan  Heyerly,  Randy  Hill, 
Adrian  Hinkle,  Christopher  Hinkle,  Michael 
Hobbs,  Stuart  Johnston  (Hood  River,  Klickitat, 
Skamania),  Randy  Knapp,  Bruce  Labar,  Peter 
Low,  Ryan  Merrill  (Washington),  Harry 
Nehls  (Oregon),  "Vic  Nelson,  Steve  Nord, 
Mike  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Tim  O’Brien,  George 
Pagos,  W.  Douglas  Robinson,  Tim  Rodenkirk 
(Coos,  Curry,  coastal  Lane),  Em  Scattaregia, 
Ryan  Shaw,  Stefan  Schlick,  Steve  Shunk, 
Kevin  Spencer,  Andy  Stepniewski,  Noah 
Strycker,  John  Sullivan,  Dave  Trochlell  (Union, 
Wallowa).  Dan  Waggoner,  Terry  J.  Wahl,  Jay 
Withgott,  Charlie  Wright  (eBird).  O 
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id  Pandolfino  (Thrashers  to  Finches) 
Stephen  C.  Rottenborn  (Loons  to 
Frigatebirds,  Larids  to  Alcids) 

Michael  M.  Rogers  (Waterfowl  to 
Quail,  Herons  to  Shorebirds) 

Jeff  N.  Davis  (Doves  to  Thrushes) 


This  was  an  exceptionally  dry  winter, 
with  rainfall  less  than  half  the  average 
throughout  nearly  the  entire  Region. 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  benefited  from  the  good 


weather,  with  abundance  and  diversity  corre- 
spondingly high  for  most  counts.  In  dramatic 
contrast  to  the  generally  mild  weather,  the  pe- 
riod began  with  an  epic  stonn  mainly  affecting 
the  southern  half  of  the  Region.  Winds  in  the 
higher  elevations  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  exceeded 
240  km/hr!  In  many  valleys  with  a northeastern 
orientation,  hundreds  of  trees  were  toppled  like 
dominoes,  leaving  large  areas  looking  as  though 
they  had  been  hit  with  an  enormous  avalanche 
or  a volcanic  pyroclastic  flow.  The  full  effect  of 
this  storm  was  not  understood  until  the  spring 
thaw  allowed  a thorough  assessment.  On  the 
eve  of  that  storm,  the  first  of  our  completely 
unprecedented  Regional  total  of  Common  Red- 
polls appeared  in  Mono  County.  We  can  often 
go  a decade  or  more  between  redpoll  observa- 
tions, so  eight  birds  distributed  across  coastal. 
Central  Valley,  Great  Basin,  Cascades,  and  Si- 
erra locations  was  mind-boggling.  The  Region’s 
second  Falcated  Duck  was  generally  coopera- 
tive and  easily  observed  for  over  two  months. 
Birders  may  do  well  to  pay  a lot  more  attention 
to  snipe,  as  we  received  one  winter  and  two 
(belated)  fall  reports  of, Common  Snipe,  a spe- 
cies previously  unrecorded  in  the  Region. 

Abbreviations:  C. B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C. ); 
C.V  (Central  Valley);  C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  River 
Preserve,  Sacramento);  EL  (Southeast  Farallon 


1.  San  Francisco);  G.G.P.  (Golden  Gate  Park, 
San  Francisco);  H.R.S.  (Hayward  R.S.,  Alam- 
eda); LACNHM  (Los  Angeles  County  Natural 
History  Museum);  PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation 
Science);  S.F.  (San  Francisco,  not  State  For- 
est). Reports  of  exceptional  vagrants  submit- 
ted without  documentation  are  not  published. 
Documentation  of  C. B.R.C.  review  species  will 
be  forwarded  to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  P O. 
Box  275,  Imperial  Beach,  California  91933. 

WATERFOWL 

A goose  photographed  at  Sutter  N.WR.,  Sut- 
ter 23  Dec  was  identified  as  a Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  x Emperor  Goose  hybrid  (ph. 
JLa,  BED,  ph.  BWb).  Perhaps  even  more  sur- 
prising, 2 similar  birds  (perhaps  one  being  the 
same?)  were  photographed  last  season  9 Oct 
at  Delevan  N.WR.,  Colusa  (ph.  Dan  Skalos). 
High  numbers  of  blue-morph  Ross’s  Geese 
were  found  again  this  season,  with  at  least  6 at 
Merced  N.WR.,  Merced  13  Feb  (ph.  PJM)  and 
5 still  present  there  the  next  day  (Ken  Schnei- 
der). Three  Richardson’s  Cackling  Geese 
(nominate  hutchinsii)  well  photographed  at 
Cottonwood  L.  27-29  Jan  (ph.  MJM)  were  the 
first  found  in  Santa  Clara  and  apparently  also 
the  first  for  the  Region.  The  first  Lesser  Canada 
Goose  (paryipes)  for  San  Mateo  was  at  Venice 
S.B.  31  Jan-2  Feb  (RSTh).  Two  Dusky  Canada 
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Geese  (occidentalis)  continued  in  Morgan  Hill 
22  Dec,  and  another  was  found  in  s.  San  Jose 
4 Feb  (both  Santa  Clara;  both  SCR);  another 
Dusky  at  Elkhom  Slough,  Monterey  1 Jan  (PJM) 
may  have  been  the  same  bird  found  there  on 
the  same  date  last  winter.  Trumpeter  Swans 
were  reported  in  unprecedented  numbers, 
most  remarkable  being  a whopping  24  birds  at 
Modoc  N.WR.,  Modoc  28-30  Dec  (ph„  tSCR). 
Two  Trumpeters  were  6 km  ne.  of  Tipton,  Tu- 
lare 8-10  Dec  (Dane  Fagundes,  ph.  m.ob.),  up 
to  5 were  along  Esquon  Rd.,  Butte  13  Dec-9  Jan 
OHS,  ph.  JLa,  m.ob.),  2 were  at  Mono  L.  8 Jan+ 
(2nd  Mono  record;  Nancy  Devon,  Jean  Dill- 
ingham et  al.,  ph.  KNN,  m.ob.),  and  2 were  at 
the  Eel  R.  estuary  4 Feb  (2nd  or  3rd  record  for 
Humboldt;  tDCo,  tTKz).  A coastal  incursion  of 
Tundra  Swans  1-3  Dec  brought  82  birds  to  Bo- 
linas,  Marin  1-2  Dec  (KH),  100  to  Napa,  Napa 
2 Dec  (MBe),  and  48  to  the  Carmel  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  1 Dec  (BHl),  as  well  as  smaller  num- 
bers to  Contra  Costa,  Alameda,  S.F.,  San  Mateo, 
and  Santa  Cruz-  A family  group  of  6 Tundras 
along  Hwy.  140  near  the  Merced  line  apparent- 
ly the  first  record  of  this  species  for  Mariposa 
(TDLSu).  Single  Bewicks  Swans  were  2 km  e.  of 
Richvale  13  Dec  and  at  Esquon  Ranch  18  Dec 
(both  Butte;  both  JHS). 

The  Regions  2nd  and  states  3rd  Falcated 
Duck,  an  ad.  male,  was  enjoyed  by  hundreds 
of  birders  at  Colusa  N.WR.,  Colusa  8 Dec-10 
Feb  (Gary  Fregien,  Dan  Tankersley,  ph.  m.ob.). 
A Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Penn  Valley  28-29  Jan 
was  Nevada's  5th  (Sherry  Bartolucci,  ph.  RCD, 
m.ob.);  other  inland  records  of  note  included 
a male  in  Mariposa  4 Jan  (tDLSu)  and  2 each 
in  Placer  (ph.  Bonnie  Gavin,  Chad  Aakre)  and 
Amador  (DMr).  Eleven  Common  Teal  plus  4 
intergrades  in  eight  counties  8 Dec+  made  an 
above-average  total.  A remarkable  1085  Red- 
heads on  the  Alviso  ponds  18  Dec  (MMR, 
SCR)  nearly  doubled  Santa  Clara's  previous 
high  count  set  just  last  season;  similar  numbers 
continued  there  through  10  Jan  (WGB).  Tufted 
Duck  reports  included  males  at  L.  Merritt,  Al- 
ameda through  the  penod  (m.ob.),  at  Abbotts 
Lagoon,  Marin  through  19  Jan  (AKl,  DMo), 
and  at  Clifton  Court  Forebay,  Contra  Costa 

1 Jan-20  Feb  (DSW  et  al),  and  females  at  L. 
Hennessey,  Napa  through  1 Jan  (Alex  Merritt, 
MBe,  m.ob.)  and  at  O’Neill  Forebay,  Merced  18 
Feb  (KW).  Napa  hosted  unusual  Ay  thy  a hy- 
brids, with  the  continuing  female  Lesser  Scaup 
X Ring-necked  Duck  at  L.  Hennessey  through 

2 Jan  (MBe,  Alex  Merritt)  and  a Greater  Scaup 
X Ring-necked  Duck  at  the  Napa  W.T.E  8 Feb 
(MBe).  White-winged  Scoters  were  present  in 
greater  numbers  than  in  recent  winters,  with 
at  least  131  in  Monterey  in  early  Feb  (m.ob.) 
being  reminiscent  of  totals  from  decades  ago; 
notable  inland  birds  were  at  O’Neill  Forebay, 


Merced  22  Jan  (Ellen  Bluestein,  PBC)  and  with 
a Surf  Scoter  at  Clifton  Court  Forebay,  Contra 
Costa  10  Feb  (Albert  Linkowski).  The  Shasta 
Black  Scoter  continued  at  Redding  through 
the  period  (m.ob.).  One  at  Richmond,  Contra 
Costa  8 Jan-17  Feb  Qohn  Harris,  ph.  Jim  Scarff, 
m.ob.)  was  inside  S.F  Bay,  where  rare.  A total  of 
43  Long-tailed  Ducks  in  12  counties  included 
Lake's  7th  at  Clear  L.  28  Dec  (Eugene  Rentsch) 
and  one  far  inland  near  Fall  River  Mills,  Shasta 
17-27  Dec  (ph.  KAb  et  al.).  Among  inland  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  were  a remarkable  13  with 
160  Common  Mergansers  at  L.  Almanor,  Plu- 
mas 5 Feb  (CPD,  SEd,  ADE). 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

A juv.  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  along  the  Sea- 
side, Monterey  coastline  31  Jan-8  Feb  (BJW, 
ph.  BLS,  ph.  DR,  m.ob.).  The  only  inland  Red- 
necked Grebe  was  near  Gustine,  Merced  20  Jan 
(GHt,  DSt).  Only  a few  Black-vented  Shearwa- 
ters appeared,  mostly  around  Monterey  Bay, 
where  a Manx  Shearwater  was  6.5  km  sw.  of 
Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  24  Feb  (RT,  Mike  Merlow). 
While  Yolo’s  West  Sacramento  Brown  Pelican 
continued  throughout  the  period,  the  county’s 
5th  record,  a juv.  at  the  Yolo  County  Landfill  8 
Feb,  was  a banded  bird  that  had  been  rescued 
from  Petaluma,  Sonoma,  rehabbed,  and  released 
in  Monterey  Bay  last  Nov  (SCH).  Another  in- 
land Brown  Pelican  was  se.  of  Tracy,  San  Joaquin 
14  Nov-10  Dec  (MtB,  JCS).  White-faced  Ibis 
continued  their  recent  trend  of  wintering  along 
the  cen.  coast,  with  at  least  two  dozen  found  in 
five  counties  from  Sonoma  to  Monterey. 

Sonoma's  Common  Black-Hawk  was  seen 
again  at  Laguna  de  Santa  Rosa  5 Jan  (ph.  Stan 
Moore).  Both  Broad-winged  Hawk  reports  were 
from  Santa  Cruz,  an  ad.  over  Capitola  30  Dec 
(DLSu)  and  one  at  Santa  Cruz  23  Feb  (LGo). 
Winter  Swainson’s  Hawks  were  reported  in 
above-average  numbers  away  from  their  tra- 
ditional wintering  areas,  with  reports  from  11 
counties.  Coastal  reports  included  singles  from 
Marin  17  Dec  (DWm,  Tim  Behr),  Napa  1 Dec 
(MBe),  and  Santa  Cruz/Monterey  28  Jan  (tDLEk, 
Connie  Vigno).  Harlan’s  Hawks  continue  to  be 
reported  in  increasing  numbers,  with  13  found 
in  six  counties  this  winter,  including  5 in  San 
Joaquin  through  14  Feb  (all  DGY)  and  at  least 
4 in  Humboldt  through  21  Feb  (m.ob.).  The  Del 
Norte  Crested  Caracara  continued  near  Fort 
Dick  through  the  period  (ADB  et  al.).  Another 
was  photographed  at  Rohnert  Park,  Sonoma  in 
late  Feb  (ph.  Steve  Bryan).  A Yellow  Rail  was 
seen  at  Tomales  Bay,  Marin  1 Dec  QGE).  Clapper 
Rails  continued  to  be  seen  at  S.E’s  Heron’s  Head 
Park  (DMo,  m.ob.). 

SHOREBIRDS 

In  addition  to  the  usual  small  number  of  Pacific 


Golden-Plovers  wintering  at  traditional  coastal 
locations,  one  spent  8 Dec-20  Feb  inside  S.F 
Bay  at  Millbrae  and  Foster  City,  San  Mateo  (Don 
Pendleton,  Rich  Ferrick,  m.ob.).  A Snowy  Plover 
found  on  the  C.B.C.  at  Mono  L.  27-28  Dec  (ph. 
CPD,  Jean  H.  Dillingham)  was  the  first  for  Mono 
in  winter;  it  was  accompanied  by  other  unusual 
vAnter  Mono  shorebirds,  including  2 Dunlin 
and  2 Long-billed  Dowitchers  (CPD).  Another 
unexpected  inland  shorebird  was  a Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Lake-of-the-Pines  WT.P,  Nevada  6 
Jan  (ph.  RCD).  A late  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  6 
km  ne.  of  Tipton,  Tulare  8 Dec  (SDS).  Two  Stilt 
Sandpipers  in  Alviso  18  Dec  and  15  Jan  (ph. 
SCR;  ph.,  TMMR,  MJM)  supplied  the  first  win- 
ter record  for  Santa  Clara;  the  only  other  one  re- 
ported was  at  the  Salinas  WT.P,  Monterey  5 Jan 
(ph.  KW).  Wintering  Ruffs  continued  from  fall 
at  the  Salinas  WT.P,  Monterey  through  the  peri- 
od (ph.  BTM,  KW,  BLS,  ph.  DR  et  al.)  and  along 
Sante  Fe  Grade,  Merced  through  26  Jan,  the  lat- 
ter joined  by  a Reeve  16-26  Jan  (KW,  ph.  Cam- 
eron Cox,  ph.  Marie  Stewart).  Other  wintering 
Ruffs  included  males  at  Hudeman  Slough,  So- 
noma 8 Dec+  (MBe,  PBC,  RAR,  ph.  Stuart  Healy 
m.ob.)  and  at  Crittenden  Marsh,  Santa  Clara  19 
Dec-22  Feb  (MJM,  ph.  MMR.  ph.  m.ob.).  Two 
additional  Ruffs  stayed  for  briefer  periods,  the 
2nd  for  C.R.P  3-12  Jan  QTr.  ph.  WEH)  and  one 
at  H.R.S.  23-24  Jan  (Rich  Nicholson,  Stepha- 
nie Floyd,  RJR).  A snipe  photographed  at  Cen- 
terville, Humboldt  16  Jan  (ph.  TEa)  may  have 
been  the  Region’s  first  and  state’s  2nd  Common 
Snipe,  but  fall  reports  from  Marin  3 Nov- 17 
Dec  and  Yolo  8 Nov  submitted  to  the  C.B.R.C. 
would  predate  it  (p.a.).  A Wilson’s  Phalarope  at 
Alviso  18  Dec  and  15  Jan  provided  Santa  Clara's 
2nd  winter  record  (ph.  MMR,  SCR,  MJM). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

The  San  Rafael,  Marin  Laughing  Gull,  present 
since  Sep  2010,  continued  through  the  period 
(FHa).  The  only  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Fern- 
bridge,  Humboldt  13-17  Jan  (TEa  et  al.).  Thir- 
teen Mew  Gulls  were  inland  as  far  n.  as  Shasta 
and  s.  to  Kings,  fewer  than  during  last  winter’s 
influx  but  still  above  average.  A Western  Gull 
at  the  American  Avenue  Landfill,  Fresno  12  Jan 
(GaW,  LyH,  JND)  was  the  farthest  inland  of  any 
reported.  Inland  Thayer’s  Gull  numbers  have 
steadily  increased  over  the  past  two  decades, 
with  the  highest  concentrations  at  landfills,  but 
numbers  seem  to  have  skyrocketed  the  past 
few  years.  Even  following  the  report  of  1000 
in  San  Joaquin/Stanislaus  in  Mar  2011,  400  at 
the  American  Avenue  Landfill,  Fresno  12  Jan 
(GaW,  LyH,  JND)  is  an  astounding  total,  par- 
ticularly since  Fresno's  previous  high  count,  re- 
corded just  last  Mar,  was  only  50!  A Thayer’s 
Gull  near  Yuba  City  12  Dec  OL^i)  provided 
Sutter's  6th  record,  and  another  at  Sacramento 
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N.WR.  12  Feb  (tAJ)  represented  Glenn’s  2nd. 
Two  first-cycle  Vega  Gulls  were  reported,  one  at 
the  Yolo  County  Landfill,  Yolo  9 Jan  (SCH)  and 
the  other  at  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  7 Feb 
(AJ).  Among  several  Iceland  Gulls  reported,  the 
best  documented  was  a first-cycle  bird,  possi- 
bly of  the  nominate  subspecies,  at  Fort  Baker, 
San  Francisco/Marin  2-9  Feb  (ph.  SCH,  m.ob.). 
A first-cycle  gull  at  Napa  Valley  College,  Napa 
5-6  Feb  (ph.  MBe  et  al.)  showed  the  features 
of  a Kumlien’s  Iceland  Gull  but  was  similar  to 
some  birds  that  have  not  been  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.  over  concerns  about  variability  among 
paler  Thayer’s  Gulls. 

A second-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
found  s.  of  Corcoran,  Kings  7 Sep  2011  con- 
tinued through  18  Feb  (MSy,  ph.  SDS,  ph. 
Eugene  Hunn),  and  an  ad.  first  seen  at  Clear- 
lake.  Lake  21  Nov  2011  was  seen  again  20  Jan 
QRW).  Other  ads.  were  at  the  Yolo  County 
Landfill,  Yolo  10  Dec  (ph.  SCH)  and  in  Alviso, 
Santa  Clara  18  Dec  (ph.  David  McIntyre,  Dale 
Stallecker).  The  total  of  8 Slaty-backed  Gulls 
reported  was  above  our  recent  average.  An  ad. 
at  Fremont,  Alameda  31  Jan  (ph.  Jerry  Ting) 
was  likely  the  same  individual  present  there 
in  Nov.  Comparison  of  bill  and  feather  pat- 
terns in  photographs  revealed  that  a second- 
cycle  bird  at  Half  Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  30  Jan 
(ph.  AJ)  was  the  same  as  one  43  km  away  at 
Alviso  11  & 18  Feb  (ph.  SCR  et  al.)  that  pro- 
vided Santa  Clara’s  2nd  record.  At  Fort  Baker, 
San  Francisco/Marin,  an  ad.  and  a second-cycle 
Slaty-backed  Gull  were  present  7-9  Feb  (TEa, 
ph.  JM,  m.ob.).  Others  included  a third-cycle 
individual  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  9-11  Feb  (RS 
et  al),  different  ads.  in  San  Mateo  at  San  Gre- 
gorio S.B.  11  Feb  (TRSTh,  Michael  Scott)  and 
Half  Moon  Bay  20  Feb  (ph.  AJ),  and  an  ad.  at 
the  Russian  R.  mouth,  Sonoma  20-21  Feb  (ph. 
TEa  et  al).  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  scat- 
tered among  a number  of  C.V  counties,  from 
Tulare  n.  to  Tehama.  Of  about  60  Glaucous 
Gulls  reported,  birds  far  inland  included  2 at 
the  Modesto  WT.E,  Stanislaus  30  Dec  QHG), 
2 at  the  American  Avenue  Landfill,  Fresno  12 
Jan  (GaW,  LyH,  JND),  and  one  s.  of  Corcoran 
that  was  seen  in  both  Tulare  3 Feb  (ph.  Dane 
Fagundes)  and  Kings  5-7  Feb  (ph.  MSy  et  al). 
Wintering  Caspian  Terns  in  Humboldt  Bay, 
Humboldt  peaked  at  8 on  30  Jan  (RbF).  An 
Elegant  Tern  at  Seabright  S.B.  and  Natural 
Bridges  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  23-25  Dec  (PDB,  SGe 
et  al.)  and  a Pigeon  Guillemot  at  Fort  Bragg, 
Mendocino  2 Jan  (RLeV)  were  both  unusual  in 
winter.  Two  rare  Sonoma  alcids,  a Long-billed 
Murrelet  off  Duncan’s  Landing  4 Dec  (RS)  and  a 
Parakeet  Auklet  8 km  w.  of  Bodega  Bay  28  Jan 
(tEugene  Hunn,  PBC),  await  C.B.R.C.  review. 
Single  Horned  Puffins  included  an  exhausted 
bird  on  the  beach  at  Pajaro  Dunes,  Santa  Cruz 


18  Jan  (Gary  Kittleson)  and  one  just  outside 
Monterey  Harbor,  Monterey  26  Jan  (RT). 

M¥5  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Illustrating  the  degree  to  which  numbers  of 
Band-tailed  Pigeons  can  vary  between  neigh- 
boring areas  were  the  disparate  tallies  from  two 
C.B.C.s.  At  51,  the  total  from  San  Felipe  Valley, 
Santa  Clara  on  the  Calero-Morgan  Hill  C.B.C. 
30  Dec  (MMR)  was  down  from  a high  of  449  in 
2009.  In  contrast,  a total  of  1348  on  the  Santa 
Cruz  C.B.C.,  Santa  Cruz  17  Dec  represented 
170%  of  the  10-year  average  (fide  DLSu).  The 
invasion  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued 
unabated.  Representative  were  new  high  counts 
of  76  for  the  Benicia  C.B.C.,  Solano  19  Dec  (fide 
RLCL),  34  for  the  Eagle  Lake  C.B.C.,  Lassen 
15  Dec  (fide  KAb),  and  6 for  the  Mt.  Hamilton 
C.B.C. , Santa  Clara  2 Jan  (WGB,  Richard  Page), 
where  none  had  been  recorded  previously.  Fol- 
lowing the  first  Tulare  records  from  2009,  3 
Common  Ground-Doves  were  e.  of  Earlimart 
7 Dec  (SDS),  and  2,  possibly  involving  some 
of  the  same  birds,  were  ne.  of  Earlimart  6 Feb 
(Dane  Fagundes). 

The  Greater  Roadrunner  mentioned  last  sea- 
son from  urban  Clovis,  Fresno  was  last  reported 
from  that  area  3 Dec  (Connie  Luczo).  Western 
Screech-Owls  were  previously  unknovm  in 
Mono  in  winter,  so  2 road-killed  birds,  one  on 
Hwy.  167  n.  of  Mono  L.  24  Dec  and  another  at 
Topaz  19  Jan  (both  KNN),  were  of  interest.  A 
Burrowing  Owl  in  Sierra  Valley  15  Dec  (SEd, 
ADE,  EP,  ph.  PRo)  established  a first  winter  re- 
cord for  Plumas.  Reports  of  roughly  75  Short- 
eared Owls  from  15  counties  represented  a 
good  showing.  A Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  in 
the  Sutter  Buttes  4 Jan  (ph.  PBS)  established 
the  first  record  for  Sutter.  Mendocino’s  3rd  win- 
ter Common  Poorwill  record  came  about  by 
unusual  circumstances:  a nighttime  house  fire 
in  Ocean  Meadows  20  Jan  (KHv)  apparently 
stirred  up  a bird  that  may  have  been  hibernat- 
ing on  the  gravel  roof  of  the  house. 

A flock  of  about  250  White-throated  Swifts  at 
Shaver  L.,  Fresno  7 Jan  QTz)  was  a large  winter 
group  for  anywhere  in  the  Region.  We  received 
two  reports  of  Black-chinned  Hummingbirds, 
neither  of  which  included  photographs  or  other 
documentation.  This  species  is  essentially  un- 
knovm and  unexpected  in  the  Region  in  winter, 
so  any  record  should  be  carefully  documented. 
Two  Rufous  Hummingbirds  at  the  U.C.  Santa 
Cruz  Arboretum,  first  noted  last  season,  re- 
mained through  the  period,  establishing  the 
first  overwintering  occurrences  for  Santa  Cruz 
(SGe  et  al).  Record  early  arrivals  were  also  ob- 
served 24  Jan  at  H.R.S.  (RJR)  and  28  Jan  ne.  of 
Scotts  Valley,  Santa  Cruz  (BRM,  KHM).  Sixteen 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  included  2 inland: 
one  continuing  from  last  season  below  Kaweah 


L.,  Tulare  2 Dec  (Dane  Fagundes),  and  another 
at  the  Micke  Grove  Golf  Links  s.  of  Lodi,  San 
Joaquin  18  Dec  (FrO,  Joanne  Katanic).  Similarly, 
15  Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were  nearly  all  coast- 
al. The  exception  was  one  at  East  Lawn  Cem- 
etery, Sacramento  13  Dec-24  Feb  (Mary  Beth 
Metcalf,  MGg,  GEw,  m.ob.). 

Our  only  Least  Flycatcher  was  at  Rangle 
Ranch  R.P  in  Sebastopol,  Sonoma  24  Jan-6  Feb 
(DN,  LHg,  m.ob.).  Six  Hammond’s  Flycatch- 
ers, 5 inland  and  one  coastal,  represented  a 
good  showing.  A Dusky  Flycatcher  at  Caswell 
Memorial  S.P.  17-18  Jan  (ph.  JND)  established 
the  first  winter  record  for  San  Joaquin  and  pro- 
vided one  of  very  few  for  the  C.V  Another, 
continuing  from  last  season,  was  at  Lighthouse 
Field  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  through  24  Dec  (SGe, 
AMR  et  al).  Six  Pacific-slope  Flycatchers  were 
split,  with  3 coastal  and  3 inland.  The  Benicia 
C.B.C.,  Solano  racked  up  an  impressive  total  of 
280  Black  Phoebes  19  Dec  (fide  RLCL).  Seven 
Eastern  Phoebes  were  all  coastal  or  nearly  so. 
Four  Vermilion  Flycatchers  were  found:  one 
at  L.  Elizabeth  in  Fremont  lingering  from  last 
season  through  9 Dec  (Alameda’s  first;  m.ob.), 
remarkably  another  in  Alameda  at  w.  Livermore 
7 Dec  (Matt  Ricketts,  Eric  Lichtwardt),  one  ap- 
parently returning  for  a 2nd  year  at  the  Valley 
Oaks  G.C.,  Visalia,  Tulare  12  Jan-22  Feb  (Chris- 
tina Sundstrom,  ph.  SDS  et  al),  and  another  on 
Gun  Club  Rd.,  Merced  15  Jan+  Qean  Okuye, 
KW).  Two  Dusky-capped  Flycatchers  included 
one  in  Santa  Cruz  along  the  lower  San  Lorenzo 
R.  17  Dec-16  Jan  Oered  Karr,  ph.  m.ob.)  and 
one  in  G.G.R  27  Dec-28  Jan  (ASH,  ph.  MWE, 
et  al).  Providing  an  exceptional  winter  record 
for  the  Region,  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  sur- 
prised a birder  in  Mariposa  along  Hwy.  140  near 
Old  Hw^.  on  10  Feb  (tCin-Ty  Lee).  Perhaps  the 
first  Dec  record  of  Cassin’s  Kingbird  for  San  Joa- 
quin was  of  a bird  at  Tracy  S.T.P.  5-9  Dec  (Terry 
Ronneberg,  John  Blades).  Three  Western  King- 
birds, one  near  Folsom,  Sacramento  12  Dec-2 
Jan  (SAbb,  BWb),  one  on  the  Oakland  C.B.C.  at 
Dunsmuir,  Alameda  18  Dec  (Pat  Bacchetti),  and 
another  on  the  Benicia  C.B.C.  along  Hwy.  580, 
Solano  19  Dec  (SRs,  DRs,  RMu),  were  late  fall 
migrants  or  possibly  overwintering.  In  contrast, 
one  on  S.  Waverly  Rd.,  San  Joaquin  12  Feb  (Ter- 
ry & Jean  Ronnenberg)  and  another  at  Liver- 
more, Alameda  24  Feb  (DGY)  may  have  been 
very  early  spring  migrants.  Six  Tropical  King- 
birds from  five  coastal  or  near-coastal  counties 
represented  an  above-average  showing. 

The  southernmost  Northern  Shrike  was  at 
Folsom  Lake  S.R.A.,  El  Dorado  26  Dec  (Kevin 
Thomas).  A Plumbeous  Vireo  at  San  Lorenzo 
Park  28  Dec-1 1 Feb  (Kathy  Kuyper,  SGe,  AMR, 
ph.  m.ob.)  furnished  the  first  winter  record  for 
Santa  Cruz.  A total  of  11  Cassin’s  Vireos  in- 
cluded 5 in  Humboldt.  Two  Warbling  Vireos 
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included  one  at  O’Neill  Ranch,  Santa  Cruz  17 
Dec  (DLSu)  and  another  at  Los  Capitancil- 
los  percolation  ponds,  Santa  Clara  6 Jan  (ph. 
JPa).  A Blue  jay  that  visited  a backyard  feeder 
in  Chico,  Butte  25  Dec+  thrilled  many  birders 
(Tim  & Denise  De\ine,  ph.  m.ob.).  Apparently 
wintering  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
included  one  at  Friant,  Fresno  27  & 31  Dec 
QTz,  EE),  one  at  Nicasio,  Marin  24  Jan  (BBg), 
and  as  many  as  4 at  C.R.R  13-14  Jan  (JTr,  CCo, 
m.ob.).  A total  of  18  reports  of  Barn  Swallow 
included  those  of  2 inland  birds,  one  from  near 
Red  Bluff,  Tehama  24  Eeb  (BED),  possibly  an 
early  spring  migrant,  and  one  from  Crowley  L., 
Mono  14  Jan  (ph.  DHo). 

As  noted  m fall,  irruptive  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  and  Brown  Creepers  were  absent 
through  the  winter.  The  Winter  Wren  found 
last  season  at  C.R.R  continued  through  25  Feb 
(vt.  CCo,  JTr).  A Mountain  Bluebird  at  Sierra 
Rd.  summit  17  Dec  (ph.  MJM)  and  one  to  2 
others  along  Coyote  Cr.  Trail  n.  of  Hwy.  237  in 
San  Jose  3-20  Feb  (PDu,  ph.  Chad  Yarbrough, 
ph.  m.ob.)  were  the  first  for  Santa  Clara  since 
Jan  2000.  Reports  of  Townsend’s  Solitaire 
away  from  areas  of  residency  involved  8 birds 
from  four  coastal  counties:  Flumboldt,  Sonoma, 
Marin,  and  San  Francisco. 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Northern  Mockingbird  at  Eagle  L.,  Lassen  15 
Dec  OLD.  KAb,  Terry  Hunt)  was  completely 
unexpected  at  this  location.  Sage  Thrashers 
were  on  the  C.Y  floor  26  Feb  in  San  Joaquin 
sw.  of  Camanche  Res.  (Linda  Pittman)  and  at 
San  Joaquin  N.W.R.,  Stanislaus  (Ralph  Baker).  A 
Red-throated  Pipit  continued  from  fall  through 
6 Dec  at  the  San  Jose-Santa  Clara  WTR,  Santa 
Clara  (SCR)  to  proHde  an  extremely  rare  win- 
ter record  for  the  Region.  Our  only  Bohemian 
Waxwing  was  in  a flock  of  Cedars  at  L.  Hen- 
nessy  Napa  28  Dec  (RAR).  Lapland  Longspurs 
were  sparsely  reported  from  a few  coastal  lo- 
cations in  Flumboldt,  Marin,  and  S.F,  with  the 
only  inland  birds  along  Rat  Farm  Rd.,  Shasta  5 
Dec  (KAb,  Terry  Hunt,  m.ob.).  The  Shasta  Lap- 
land  was  joined  by  a Chestnut-collared  Long- 
spur  5 Dec  (KAb,  Terry  Hunt).  Single  Chestnut- 
collareds  were  also  at  Pt.  Reyes,  Marin  4 Dec 
(RDiG)  and  C.R.R  9 Feb  (JTr).  Snow  Bunting 
reports  (p.a.)  came  from  Flumboldt,  with  2 on 
the  Eel  R.  Spit  1 Jan  (KBu,  Greg  Chapman)  and 
3 on  Bald  Jesse  Mt.  17  Jan  (KGR,  Rachel  Smith, 
SMcA),  plus  one  in  Del  Norte  n.  of  Crescent 
City  16  Jan  (TKz). 

The  most  notable  aspect  of  warbler  observa- 
tions was  the  relative  abundance  of  western- 
breeding Neotropical  migrants  wintering  in 
the  Region.  We  received  two  to  three  times  the 
average  number  of  reports  of  Nashville,  Mac- 
Gillivray’s,  Yellow,  Black-throated  Gray,  Hermit, 


and  Wilson’s  Warblers.  This  phenomenon  was 
widely  reported,  especially  from  coastal  coun- 
ties, but  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  was 
due  to  more  birds  being  present  or  to  more 
birders  taking  advantage  of  the  dr)'  weather. 

Charleston  Road  marsh,  Santa  Clara  hosted 
Northern  Waterthrushes  for  the  11th  consecu- 
tive winter,  with  at  least  2 present  through  26 
Jan  (m.ob.).  Northern  Waterthrushes  were 
also  in  Humboldt  at  Areata  Marsh  16  Dec-28 
Jan  (PLo,  m.ob.)  and  in  Eureka  17  Dec  (RbF, 
Janet  Stock,  Jim  McIntosh).  Nevada’s  first  was 
at  Lake-of-the-Pines  17-19  Dec  (CrS,  Scott  Di- 
etrich et  ah),  and  another  was  in  S.F  5 Jan-r 
(BFi,  m.ob.).  Fifteen  Black-and-white  War- 
blers included  Lake's  7th  at  Corinthian  Bay  4-5 
Jan  (Suzanne  Scholz  et  ah).  All  6 Tennessee 
Warblers  were  in  coastal  counties.  We  average 
fewer  than  one  Lucy’s  Warbler  per  winter,  so  2 
(or  possibly  3)  in  S.F  was  remarkable.  A bird 
(or  birds)  continued  from  fall  at  Ferry  Park 
through  30  Dec,  and  another  was  on  Yerba 
Buena  1.  2-5  Feb  (Aaron  Maizlish,  m.ob.). 
Lighthouse  Field  S.B.,  Santa  Cmz  hosted  still 
another  Lucy’s  4 Dec-8  Jan  Qohn  Garrett, 
m.ob.).  American  Restarts  were  at  L.  Cunning- 
ham, Santa  Clara  20  Jan-20  Feb  (Pete  Dunten, 
m.ob.)  and  Mad  R.  Fish  Hatchery,  Humboldt 
21  Feb  (RHw).  Our  lone  Blackburnian  War- 
bler was  a holdover  from  fall  through  9 Dec 
at  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  (BHi  et  ah).  All  25 
Palm  Warblers  were  in  coastal  counties.  The 
Ferr}'  Park,  S.F.  Yellow-throated  Warbler  con- 
tinued from  fall  through  2 Jan,  and  another, 
San  Mateo’s  first  in  winter,  was  at  Coyote  Point 

27  Feb-i-  (RSTh  et  ah).  We  can  go  years  be- 
tween winter  Prairie  Warblers,  so  a bird  linger- 
ing from  fall  to  13  Dec  at  Pt.  Reyes  (BBg  et  al.) 
was  notable.  An  apparent  Hermit  Warbler  x 
Townsend’s  Warbler  hybrid  at  Baldwin  Res.  26 
Dec  (ph.  DaW)  may  be  the  first  of  this  hybrid 
documented  m Placer. 

Single  Green-tailed  Towhees  were  at  Ros- 
eHlle,  Placer  1 Dec-4  Jan  Qerry  Towner),  at 
Pacific  Grove,  Monterey  28  Dec+  (SRv,  ph.  BLS, 
ph.  DR,  m.ob.),  and  on  Mt.  St.  Helena,  Sonoma 
3 Jan  (DgSh).  As  is  typical  of  most  winter  oc- 
currences, all  3 American  Tree  Sparrows  were 
in  the  ne.  part  of  the  Region.  Shasta  hosted 
birds  at  two  different  locations  near  McArthur 
5 Dec  (KAb,  B&CY,  m.ob.)  and  5 Jan  (BED, 
BY),  and  another  was  at  New  Pine  Cr.,  Modoc 

28  Dec  (SCR).  Sixteen  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
represented  more  than  three  times  our  average 
and  included  C.Y  occurrences  near  Corcoran, 
Kings  3 Dec  (MSy)  and  at  San  Joaquin  N.W.R., 
Stanislaus  1-15  Jan  (Ralph  Baker,  HMR,  Sher- 
rie Reeve).  A Black-throated  Sparrow  continued 
from  fall  through  the  period  near  Esparto,  Yolo 
(m.ob.),  and  another  was  in  the  Panoche  Hills, 
Fresno  21-24  Feb  (DSg,  MWE,  et  al).  Hum- 


boldt’s first  winter  Lark  Bunting  was  at  Areata 
Bottoms  16  Jan-18  Feb  Qohn  Oliver,  ph.  RbF 
et  al),  and  others  were  holdovers  from  fall  in 
Fresno  and  Merced.  Swamp  and  White-throated 
Sparrows  were  both  reported  in  numbers  nearly 
double  our  average  (56  and  177,  respectively). 
Harris’s  Sparrows  were  widespread,  with  sin- 
gles in  Mendocino,  Yolo,  Santa  Clara,  San  Mateo, 
Plumas  and  2 birds  at  C.R.P  23  Jan+  (Maryanne 
SteurepJTr,  m.ob.). 

Seven  Summer  Tanagers  included  a male 
possibly  returning  for  its  2nd  winter  at  Roed- 
ing  Park,  Fresno,  Fresno  13  Jan-28  Feb  (EE, 
m.ob.).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  San 
Mateo,  San  Mateo  18  Dec  Qim  Jenson),  Antioch, 
Contra  Costa  29  Jan  (ph.  Paul  Schorr),  and  near 
Watsonville,  Santa  Cruz  1 Jan  (Bill  Reese,  Ar- 
thur Traum)  and  Capitola,  Santa  Cruz  9-19  Feb 
(DLSu).  Nine  Black-headed  Grosbeaks  made  for 
a good  showing,  more  than  twice  our  average. 
A Blue  Grosbeak  near  Pescadero  31  Dec-14  Jan 
(DJK  et  al.)  was  San  Mateo’s  first  in  winter  and 
only  the  3rd  for  the  Region  in  the  past  25  win- 
ters. An  even  more  unusual  winter  occurrence 
was  the  presence  of  a Dickcissel  at  Pt.  Reyes, 
Marin,  which  was  found  in  late  Nov  and  stayed 
through  7 Dec  (BBg,  Noah  Arthur  et  al),  only 
our  2nd  in  winter  in  over  two  decades.  Great- 
tailed Grackles  continue  to  consolidate  their  oc- 
cupation of  the  Region,  with  new  winter  highs 
recorded  in  Contra  Costa,  Solano,  and  Sutter. 
Orchard  Orioles  were  at  two  locations  in  S.F: 
a continuing  fall  bird  at  Fort  Funston  (m.ob.) 
and  another  at  G.G.P  16  Jan  (David  Assman). 
Seven  Hooded  Orioles  were  all  coastal,  as  were 
12  Bullock’s  Orioles.  Mendocino’s  first  Baltimore 
Oriole  was  at  Fort  Bragg  2 Jan-12  Feb  (ADeM, 
DT,  ph.RJK,  m.ob.). 

An  unprecedented  invasion  of  Common 
Redpolls  began  at  June  L.,  Mono,  when  one  bird 
struck  a window  and  later  expired  1 Dec  Qeari 
Dillingham,  ph.  BrtM,  ph.  KNN,  *LACNHM). 
Another  Mono  redpoll  was  at  Paradise  21-22  Jan 
(ph.  DHo,  m.ob.).  One  was  found  on  the  Fall 
River  C.B.C.  near  McArthur,  Shasta  17  Dec  (OsJ 
et  al;  B&CY).  These  were  followed  by  another 
at  Taylorsville,  Plumas  6-25  Feb  (SEd,  ADE, 
CPD,  RDB),  2 more  near  Tulelake,  Siskiyou  10 
Feb-i-  (ph.  RCP  et  al),  Yolo’s  first  at  Woodland 
22-25  Feb  (ph.  Jackie  Schulters,  JCS,  m.ob.), 
and  Santa  Cniz's  first  at  Santa  Cruz  24-26  Feb 
(ph.  Matthew  & Sharon  Madison,  m.ob.). 

Cited  observers  (county  subregional  editors 
in  boldface):  Steve  Abbott,  Ken  Able  (Las- 
sen), Alan  D.  Barron,  Bob  Battagin,  Murray 
Berner  (Napa),  William  G.  Bousman  (Santa 
Clara),  Matthew  Brady  (Stanislaus),  Phil  D. 
Brown,  Ryan  D.  Burnett,  Ken  Burton,  Peter 
B.  Colasanti,  Daryl  Coldren,  Chris  Conard 
(Sacramento),  Rudy  C.  Darling  (Nevada), 
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Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera),  Al  DeMartini,  Ryan 
DiGaudio,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.Y  counties), 
Colin  R Dillingham  (Plumas  and  Sierra),  Jon 
L.  Dunn,  Pete  Dunten,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark 
W.  Eaton  (San  Francisco),  Amber  D.  Edwards, 
Scott  Edwards,  David  Ekdahl,  Elias  Elias, 
Jules  G.  Evens,  Gil  C.  Ewing,  Brian  Eitch,  Rob 
Fowler  (Humboldt),  James  H.  Gain,  Maureen 
Geiger,  Steve  Gerow  (Santa  Cruz),  Steve  A. 
Glover  (Contra  Costa),  Lois  Goldfrank,  Steve 
C.  Hampton,  Keith  Hansen,  W Edward  Harp- 
er, Karen  Havlena,  Floyd  Hayes,  Lynn  Hemink, 
Rob  Hewitt,  Bill  Hill,  Alan  S.  Hopkins,  Debbie 
House,  Grant  Hoyt,  Lisa  Hug,  John  E.  Hunter 
(Trinity),  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Oscar  Johnson, 
Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Dan  J.  Keller, 
Andy  Kleinhesselink,  Tony  Kurz,  Jim  Laugh- 
lin,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Ron  LeValley, 
Paul  Lohse,  Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Don  Marsh, 


Blake  T.  Matheson,  Sean  McAllister,  Peter  J. 
Metropulos  (San  Mateo),  Bartshe  Miller,  Jo- 
seph Morlan,  Dominik  Mosur,  Roger  Mus- 
kat,  Dan  Nelson,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono), 
Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin),  Ed  Pandolfino 
(Placer),  Kathy  Parker,  Janna  Pauser,  Gary  W. 
Potter  (Fresno),  Harold  M.  Reeve,  Robert  J. 
Richmond  (Alameda),  Alex  M.  Rinkert,  Don 
Roberson  (Monterey),  Phil  Robertson,  Michael 
M.  Rogers,  Diane  Rose,  Steve  Rose,  Kerry  G. 
Ross,  Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Steve  Rovell, 
Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Peter  B.  Sands, 
Adam  Searcy  (Marin),  Jeff  Seay  (Kings),  Doug 
Shaw,  Dan  Singer,  Jim  H.  Snowden,  Mark 
Stacy,  Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc, 
Alpine,  Calaveras,  and  Yolo),  Tim  Steurer  (El 
Dorado  and  Amador),  Dick  Stovell,  David  L. 
Suddjian  (Santa  Cruz  and  Mariposa),  Brian  L. 
Sullivan,  Steven  D.  Summers  (Tulare),  Craig 


Swolgaard,  Richard  Ternullo,  Ronald  S.  Thorn, 
Jim  Tietz  (EL),  Dorothy  Tobkin,  John  Trochet, 
Steve  Umland  (Tuolumne),  Kent  Van  Vuren 
(Merced),  Bruce  Webb,  Brian  J.  Weed,  Jerry  R. 
White  (Lake),  Denise  S.  Wight,  Dan  Williams, 
David  Wimpfheimer,  Gary  Woods,  David  G. 
Yee,  Bob  & Carol  Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more 
observers  are  not  specifically  cited;  all  are  ap- 
preciated. O 
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Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  983  University  Avenue, 
Building  D,  Los  Gatos,  California  95032, 
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Most  of  the  Region  received  precipitation 
well  below  average  through  the  winter, 
and  while  temperatures  in  December 
were  a bit  cooler  than  normal,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary were  slightly  to  significantly  warmer  than 
average.  Highlights  this  winter  had  a distinct 
northern  and  Asian  flavor,  including  California’s 
first  Common  Snipe  and  second  Red-flanked 
Bluetail,  along  with  Southern  California’s  first 
Gyrfalcon  and  Common  Redpoll,  and  its  third 
Arctic  Loon.  Numbers  of  many  normally  scarce 
sparrow  species,  notably  Clay-colored  Sparrows, 
were  higher  than  normal.  There  was  essentially 
no  influx  of  such  irruptive  species  as  Red-breast- 
ed Nuthatches  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglets. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  N.E.S.S. 
(n.  end  of  Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  P.M.N.A.S.  (Pt. 


Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ventura);  S.C.R.E.  (Santa  Clara  R. 
estuary  near  Ventura,  Ventura);  S.E.S.S.  (s.  end 
of  Salton  Sea,  Imperial);  S.J.WA.  (San  Jacinto 
Wildlife  Area  near  Lakeview,  Riverside);  S.J.WS. 
(San  Joaquin  Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  Irvine,  Or- 
ange)' VA.EB.  (Vandenberg  A.EB.,  nw.  Santa 
Barbara).  Museum  collections  abbreviated  in 
the  text  are:  SDNHM  (San  Diego  Natural  His- 
tory Museum).  Because  most  rarities  in  s.  Cali- 
fornia are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only  the 
observer(s)  initially  finding  and/or  identifying 
the  bird  are  included.  Documentation  for  spe- 
cies on  the  California  B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review 
list  (see  <www.californiabirds.org>)  is  forward- 
ed to  the  C.B.R.C.  and  archived  at  the  Western 
Foundation  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  in  Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Tbe  southernmost  Tundra  Swans  were  single 
imms.  at  S.E.S.S.  19  Dec-7  Jan  (OJ),  at  L. 
Henshaw,  San  Diego  26-31  Dec  (SC),  and  near 
Ramona,  San  Diego  2-31  Jan  (MM).  A Eur- 
asian Wigeon  at  Palm  Springs,  Riverside  1 Dec 
(BMa)  and  at  least  2 around  S.E.S.S.  20-26  Dec 
(GMcC)  were  the  only  3 of  the  25-30  in  the  Re- 
gion reported  from  e.  of  the  mountains.  Single 
Eurasian  Teal  were  on  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obis- 
po 10-19  Feb  GSR),  S.J.WS.  4 Dec-1 1 Mar  (TF- 
H),  and  in  Anaheim,  Orange  14  Jan-17  Mar 
(DRW);  this  subspecies  of  Green-winged  Teal  is 
scarce  but  annual  in  s.  California,  though  more 
numerous  to  the  north.  A Harlequin  Duck  at 
Avila  Beach,  San  Luis  Obispo  29  Dec-22  Feb 
(VM)  was  the  only  one  reported  in  s.  California 
this  winter.  The  only  Surf  Scoters  found  inland 
were  one  at  Parker  Dam,  San  Bernardino  24 


Nov-5  Feb  (DVanP),  2 on  the  San  Bernardino 
portion  of  L.  Havasu  7-20  Jan  (DVanP),  and  up 
to  2 at  N.E.S.S.  2-15  Jan  (CAM,  RMcK).  Only  3 
White-winged  Scoters  were  reported  along  the 
coast  s.  of  Pt.  Conception,  but  one  inland  on 
Quail  L.,  Los  Angeles  25  Nov  was  still  present 
13  Jan  (KLG).  Fourteen  Black  Scoters  s.  of  Pt. 
Conception  included  an  impressive  6 together 
at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  29  Jan  (BED);  in  addi- 
tion, one  was  inland  at  N.E.S.S.  2 Jan  (CAM). 
The  1 1 Long-tailed  Ducks  this  winter  included 
one  a short  distance  inland  on  L.  Casitas,  Ven- 
tura 17  Dec-1  Mar  (KK),  with  the  rest  along  the 
coast.  Unexpected  were  single  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes on  Tinemaha  Res.  near  Big  Pine,  Inyo 
11-18  Jan  OLD),  at  L.  Isabella,  Kern  1 Jan-2 
Feb  (AMS),  on  Quail  L.  28  Dec-1  Jan  (DVanP), 
and  at  S.E.S.S.  20  Dec  (OJ),  all  being  w.  of  the 
Colorado  R.,  where  of  annual  occurrence. 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  on  Castaic  La- 
goon, Los  Angeles  12  Jan-7  Apr  OLD),  in  e. 
Anaheim,  Orange  18-25  Feb  (DRW),  and  at 
S.J.WS.  1-2  Jan  (BED)  were  all  a short  distance 
inland,  as  was  a Pacific  Loon  on  Castaic  Lagoon 
10  Jan-12  Mar  OSF),  while  single  Red-throated 
Loons  on  L.  Havasu  30  Nov-14  Dec  (LH)  and 
9 Dec  (LH),  along  with  a Pacific  Loon  there 
12  Dec  (LH),  were  well  inland  at  a location 
where  proving  rare  but  regular.  An  ad.  Arctic 
Loon  at  the  San  Simeon  Cr.  mouth  13-15  Jan 
(CAM,  TME)  provides  the  2nd  record  for  San 
Luis  Obispo  and  the  3rd  for  this  Region.  About 
150  Horned  Grebes  on  L.  Perris,  Riverside  20 
Feb  (CMcG)  is  no  doubt  the  largest  single 
flock  recorded  inland  in  s.  California,  and  16 
at  N.E.S.S.  18  Feb  (CMcG)  is  the  largest  num- 
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This  Arctic  Loon,  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  13-15  January  2012  stay  on  the 
small  freshwater  lagoon  at  the  mouth  of  San  Simeon  Creek,  San  Luis  Obispo  County, 
is  the  third  ever  recorded  in  Southern  California.  Photograph  by  Bill  Bouton. 


This  young  Gyrfalcon,  photographed  by  its  finder  on  the  first  day  of  its  1 5 January 
through  9 March  2012  presence  at  the  San  Jacinto  Wildlife  Area,  Riverside  County, 
was  hardly  expected  this  far  south,  being  the  first  ever  in  Southern  California. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Chappell. 


her  ever  on  the  Salton  Sea.  Four  Red-necked 
Grebes  along  the  coast  was  about  average,  but 
single  birds  on  L.  Isabella  3 Dec-7  Jan  (SLS, 
BED)  and  on  Castaic  Lagoon  30  Dec-30  Mar 
(JFG,  JM)  were  inland,  where  unexpected. 

The  highlight  of  an  organized  boat  trip  off 
San  Luis  Obispo  on  14  Jan  were  2 Manx  Shear- 
waters 23  km  sw.  of  Pt.  Buchon  (CAM).  A near- 
ad.  Masked  Booby  frequented  the  breakwater 
at  the  Dana  Point  Harbor,  Orange  17-24  Dec 
(RMcN),  and  a subad.  Brown  Booby  was  on  the 
breakwater  at  Los  Angeles  Harbor  9 Feb  (JHo). 
A Neotropic  Cormorant  was  at  Parker  Dam  3 
Dec-21  Jan  (TAB),  while  the  one  at  Fig  Lagoon 
near  Seeley,  Imperial  remained  through  1 1 Dec 
(GMcC),  another  was  at  nearby  Sunbeam  L. 
3-11  Dec  (GMcC),  and  a 3rd  at  Rainer  L.,  Impe- 
rial 3 Leb-17  Mar  (GMcC)  could  well  be  one 
of  the  pair  that  nested  there  last  summer.  Lour 
ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  remained  at 
Imperial  Beach  through  the  period  (GMcC). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  PUFFINS 

A Black  Vulture  over  Santa  Barbara  16-18  Leb 
(CM-W)  was  likely  the  same  bird  noted  off 
and  on  in  Santa  Barbara  and  Ventura  since  Sep 
2009.  A Harris’s  Hawk  first  reported  at  Borrego 
Springs,  San  Diego  1 1 Apr  was  still  present  7 
Dec  (PJ),  and  up  to  5 were  at  Jacumba,  San  Di- 


ego through  most  of  the  period; 
the  Baja  California  population 
is  suspected  to  be  expanding 
it  range  northward,  with  San 
Diego  now  the  n.  limit  of  that 
range.  The  status  of  Swainson’s 
Hawk  in  s.  California  is  chang- 
ing, with  a few  now  remaining 
through  the  winter,  as  indicat- 
ed by  reports  of  single  birds  in 
the  Antelope  Valley,  Los  Angeles 
4 Dec-8  Jan  (DP),  over  Pasade- 
na, Los  Angeles  26  Jan  (SM),  in 
the  San  Bernardino  portion  of 
the  Prado  Basin  22  Jan-8  Leb 
(PC),  at  the  S.J.WA.  11  Dec- 
18  Feb  (MAC),  at  El  Cajon,  San 
Diego  8-10  Jan  (MSa,  EC),  and 
near  El  Centro,  Imperial  16  Jan 
(KZK),  along  with  5 near  the 
Kern  N.WR.  16  Jan  (KL-H). 
The  first  of  the  spring  migrants 
are  arriving  earlier  each  year,  as 
suggested  by  2 near  El  Centro 
23  Jan  (KZK)  and  53  in  the  s. 
San  Joaquin  Valley,  Kern  29  Jan 
(KH-L).  At  least  8 Zone-tailed 
Hawks  were  reported  dur- 
ing the  winter  in  the  coastal 
lowlands,  while  an  ad.  inland 
near  El  Centro  13  Sep-19  Eeb 
(KZK)  was  joined  by  an  imm. 
18-19  Feb  (KZK),  with  another  nearby  over 
Brawley  23  Feb  (BMa).  More  than  the  expected 
number  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  present, 
with  4 in  the  Owens  Valley,  Inyo,  2 in  e.  San  Luis 
Obispo  (KIK,  TME),  single  birds  near  Annette, 
Kern  24  Eeb  (MLS),  Quail  T.  28  Dec-26  Eeb 
(DVanP),  near  Blythe,  Riverside  15  Jan  (SLS), 
and  near  L.  Skinner  Riverside  6 Eeb  (LyM),  and 
2 around  the  S.J.WA.  through  the  period  until 
4 Mar  (MAC,  CAM).  Reports  of  Crested  Caraca- 
ras  at  PM.N.A.S.  19  Dec-6  Jan  (EF),  the  Ballona 
Wetlands,  Los  Angeles  13  Jan  (RP),  and  at  Pt. 
Piedras  Blancas,  San  Luis  Obispo  10-25  Feb  (BH) 
appear  to  have  involved  a single  bird  moving  up 
and  down  the  coast.  A young  Gyrfalcon  feast- 
ing on  American  Coots  at  the  S.J.WA.  15  Jan-9 
Mar  (MAC)  provides  the  southernmost  record 
in  California  and  North  America. 

Wintering  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  on  the  coast 
included  2 each  at  Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara 
through  3 Jan  (MLS)  and  Seal  Beach  N.WR., 
Orange  through  30  Dec  (JF),  single  birds  at  Bol- 
sa  Chica,  Orange  20  Feb  (BED),  the  Santa  Ana 
R.  mouth  8 Dec-12  Feb  OEP).  Del  MaP  San  Di- 
ego 20  Dec-1 1 Apr  (SH,  JP),  and  near  Imperial 
Beach  14  Aug- 11  Apr  (MSa),  along  with  12  on 
San  Clemente  1.  26-27  Feb  QBR)  and  one  inland 
at  S.E.S.S.  13  Sep-23  Apr  (GMcC,  JLa).  Seven 
Mountain  Plovers  at  n.  VA.EB.  18  Dec  (AAA) 


were  the  only  ones  known  on  the  coast.  A Com- 
mon Snipe  shot  by  a long-time  snipe  hunter  at 
the  S.J.WA.  11  Dec  (EB)  provides  the  first  for 
California  and  elsewhere  in  the  w.  United  States 
outside  far  w.  Alaska. 

Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  unusually  i 
scarce,  with  only  10  reported,  half  being  at  San 
Clemente  Island.  Hatch-year  Little  Gulls  were 
at  Prado  Regional  Park,  San  Bernardino  14-30 
Dec  (HBK)  and  L.  Los  Carneros,  Goleta,  Santa 
Barbara  29  Dec  (LW).  A Franklin’s  Gull,  unex- 
pected in  winter,  was  around  S.C.R.E.  12-28  Jan 
(KTeP).  Up  to  2 Heermann’s  Gulls  at  S.E.S.S.  26 
Jan-29  Feb+  (GMcC)  were  the  only  ones  known 
inland.  Mew  Gulls  well  inland  included  singles 
at  C.L.  10-24  Jan  (SLS)  and  near  Lakeview,  Riv- 
erside 18  Jan  (CT),  along  with  3 more  on  the 
Salton  Sea  in  Jan  (CAM,  GMcC  and  BMi).  Re- 
ports of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  included  a 
first-cycle  bird  on  the  coast  in  Malibu,  Los  An-  j 
geles  19  Feb  (TMcG),  an  ad.  near  Lakeview  19 
Nov-13  Jan  (CMcG),  a second-cycle  bird  there  i 
4 Dec-10  Jan  (HBK),  single  ads.  at  N.E.S.S.  8 ! 

Dec  (CMcG)  and  15  Jan  (RMcK),  a third-cycle  j 
bird  at  S.E.S.S.  20  Dec  (GMcC),  and  an  ad.  at  [i 
S.E.S.S.  7 Jan  (CMcG).  Eight  Glaucous  Gulls 
along  the  coast  included  an  impressive  6 in 
San  Luis  Obispo;  inland,  where  normally  much 
rarer,  single  birds  were  at  L.  Havasu  24  Dec-20 
Jan  (LH)  and  Prado  Regional  Park  1 Jan  (CG), 
along  with  as  many  as  5 at  various  locations 
on  the  Salton  Sea  8 Dec-3  Feb  (DMG,  CAM, 

JPS,  HBK).  Up  to  3 Elegant  Terns  at  Morro  Bay 
4-17  Dec  (MLS)  were  present  much  later  than 
expected,  while  one  on  s.  San  Diego  Bay  23  Feb 
(MSa)  was  an  unusually  early  spring  migrant. 

Common  Murres  were  far  more  numer- 
ous than  in  recent  years,  particularly  so  m the 
coastal  waters  s.  of  Ventura,  as  indicated  by 
counts  of  400  along  the  coast  at  Pt.  Dume,  Los 
Angeles  20  Feb  (DD),  250  at  Newport  Beach, 
Orange  25  Dec  (BED),  and  300  at  La  Jolla,  San 
Diego  28  Feb  QMcM).  Alternate-plumage  Pi- 
geon Guillemots  at  Montana  de  Oro  S.P,  San 
Luis  Obispo  and  San  Simeon,  San  Luis  Obispo  22  j, 
Feb  (MLS,  KIK)  were  unusually  early:  breeding 
birds  do  not  normally  get  back  from  wintering 
areas  well  to  the  n.  until  mid-  to  late  Mar.  A I 
Marbled  Murrelet  at  Pt.  Pedernales,  Santa  Bar- 
bara 18  Dec  (MAH)  was  the  southernmost  of 
the  handful  reported.  Ten  Scripps’s  Murrelets 
off  Dana  Pt.  4 Feb  (BED)  was  considered  excep- 
tional, and  more  than  expected  were  seen  off 
San  Diego  at  the  end  of  that  month.  The  remains 
of  a Horned  Puffin  were  photographed  on  the 
beach  at  Morro  Bay  28  Feb  QS). 

DOVES THROUGH LONGSPURS 

Only  4 White-winged  Doves  were  found  along 
the  coast,  fewer  than  expected.  A Northern 
Pygmy-Owl,  seldom  reported  in  Inyo,  was  pho- 
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tographed  near  Bishop  17  Dec-3  Mar  Q&RG, 
R&NO).  Different  White-headed  Woodpeckers 
in  Bishop  17  (C&RH)  & 19  Dec  (CBG)  were 
in  an  area  where  considered  casual.  Up  to  2 
Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  at  Sylmar,  Los  Ange- 
les 29  Oct-9  Mar  (DTi)  were  in  the  lowlands, 
where  rare.  The  13  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
scattered  throughout  the  Region  included  one 
present  in  Orange,  Orange  18  Nov-26  Dec 
(SSh)  for  the  10th  winter.  A Hairy  Woodpecker 
photographed  at  N.E.S.S.  2 Jan  (CMcG)  pro- 
vides the  first  record  for  the  Salton  Sink.  Two 
Gilded  Flickers  photographed  near  Parker  Dam 
20  Jan  (BS)  may  have  included  one  present  24 
Nov  2011;  this  species  is  now  rare  in  California 
and  requires  monitoring. 

The  “expected”  mix  of  wintering  Empidonax 
included  17  “Westerns”  (all  or  nearly  all  surely 
Pacific-slope,  including  10  on  the  coastal  slope 
of  San  Diego),  8 Hammond’s  (6  on  the  coastal 
slope  and  2 at  Bakersfield,  Kern),  a scattering  of 
Grays,  and  two  rarer  species:  a Least  Flycatcher 
at  Seal  Beach,  Orange  28  Dec-2  Feb  (RAH),  and 
single  Dusky  Flycatchers  at  Huntington  Beach, 
Orange  30  Dec-10  Mar  (SJG)  and  Ramona, 
San  Diego  16  Nov-20  Feb  (SES).  Eight  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  found  on  the  coastal  slope,  along 
with  a bird  returning  for  its  2nd  winter  on  the 
Carrizo  Plain,  San  Luis  Obispo  (photographed 
on  17  Jan;  KMS)  and  one  at  Wister,  S.E.S.S.  20 
Dec  (MB).  Returning  Dusky-capped  Flycatch- 
ers were  in  Los  Angeles  at  Bell  Gardens  5 Nov- 
6 May  (its  2nd  winter;  RB)  and  La  Mirada  1 
Dec-24  Feb  (its  5th  winter;  JR),  and  new  indi- 
viduals were  at  Carlsbad,  San  Diego  1 1 Dec-28 
Feb  (SB)  and  at  Niland,  Imperial  6 Jan  (GMcC); 
another  Myiarchus  thought  likely  to  this  spe- 
cies was  at  the  Harmony  Headlands,  San  Luis 
Obispo  4 Dec  (SSu).  Ten  Tropical  Kingbirds 
were  on  the  coastal  slope  during  the  period, 
with  another  at  Fig  Lagoon  near  Seeley,  Impe- 
rial 9 Dec-4  Jan  (KZK).  The  fall’s  Thick-billed 
Kingbird  at  Middle  Ranch  on  Santa  Catalina  Is- 
land remained  to  21  Apr  (LF),  and  the  return- 
ing bird  in  Chula  Vista,  San  Diego  was  last  seen 
9 Apr  (RN,  GMcC).  A rare  mid- win  ter  Western 
Kingbird  was  at  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles  19  Jan 
QSB),  and  a San  Diego  bird  remained  30  Nov-5 
Dec  (PEL).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at 
San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles  26  Dec-15  Jan  (A&EB). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  at  Riverside  continued  from  25 
Nov  through  23  Dec  (CAM),  and  another  was 
at  Cudahy,  Los  Angeles  15-27  Jan  (RB).  Fourteen 
Cassin’s  Vireos  were  noted,  all  on  the  coastal 
slope,  in  contrast  to  the  24  Plumbeous  Vireos, 
which  included  birds  inland  at  Pearblossom,  Los 
Angeles  26  Dec  (AKL),  Borrego  Springs,  San  Di- 
ego through  the  period  QK),  and  Bakersfield  28 
Feb  (K&BK).  A Blue-headed  Vireo  returned  for 
its  2nd  winter  to  Pt.  Loma  20  Nov-28  Jan  (PEL). 
Casual  in  midwinter,  a Warbling  Vireo  was  in 


Exposition  Park  in  Los  Angeles  2 Jan  (KLC). 
Flocks  of  Pinyon  Jays  continued  from  the  fall  in 
the  mts.  of  San  Diego,  with  high  counts  includ- 
ing 25  at  Cuyamaca  Rancho  S.P.  throughout  pe- 
riod (SJ,  JFl)  and  17  on  Volcan  Mt.  5 Feb  (SRi). 
A Violet-green  Swallow  at  N.E.S.S.  8 Dec  (DMG) 
was  one  of  few  ever  found  in  Dec  in  the  Salton 
Sink.  Coastward-wandering  Verdins  included 
one  at  Huntington  Beach  from  fall  through  14 
Feb  (RAE),  a returning  bird  at  Riverside  15  Oct- 
23  Dec  O&MT),  and  one  at  Mission  Bay,  San  Di- 
ego 10  Dec-1  Jan  (MSa). 

Utterly  unexpected  was  a Red-flanked  Blu- 
etail  on  San  Clemente  I.  6 Dec  QBR);  the  bird, 
the  Region’s  first  and  California’s  2nd,  was 
found  cached  by  a Loggerhead  Shrike  9 Dec 
(*SDNHM).  The  bluetail  joins  Stonechat  and 
Bluethroat  as  the  3rd  muscicapid  species  for 
this  island!  Exceptionally  late  was  a Swainson’s 
Thrush  at  Chula  Vista  17  Dec-6  Jan  (MSa). 
Single  Cray  Catbirds,  casual  in  the  Region, 
were  at  Lake  Hodges,  San  Diego  14-19  Feb  (TS) 
and  Desert  Hot  Springs,  Riverside  14  Dec  Ohe)- 
Figuring  out  the  comings  and  goings  of  Sage 
Thrashers  in  the  Region  seems  a futile  task; 
small  numbers  winter  widely  but  erratically, 
and  “spring”  migration  can  be  in  full  swing 
during  Jan  and  Feb.  A dozen  or  more  birds  on 
the  Carrizo  Plain  3 Jan  (KJZ)  and  2 near  Niland 
16  Jan  QPS)  seem  unlikely  to  have  vAntered  lo- 
cally, but  early  winter  birds  were  found  as  far  n. 
as  Bishop,  Inyo  17-20  Dec  (NO)  and  w.  to  Men- 
tone, San  Bernardino  17  Dec  (TAB)  and  Ventura 
1 Jan  (DP).  Dozens  of  migrants  were  moving 
through  the  Antelope  Valley  of  n.  Los  Angeles 
by  the  end  of  Jan,  and  30  migrants  were  in  the 
Lucerne  Valley,  San  Bernardino  1 Feb  (SRe).  A 
Brovm  Thrasher  was  at  Claremont,  Los  Angeles  2 
Jan-9  Mar  QB),  and  the  returning  Curve-billed 
Thrasher  continued  at  Black  Meadow  Landing 
on  the  Colorado  R.,  San  Bernardino  through  at 
least  3 Dec  (TAB).  Sprague’s  Pipits  were  found 
once  again  at  their  most  dependable  locality  in 
California,  with  up  to  7 near  Calipatria,  Impe- 
rial 20  Dec-8  Mar  (DVanP). 

Six  Lapland  Longspurs  remained  near  Santa 
Ynez,  Santa  Barbara  through  29  Jan,  with  one 
continuing  until  1 1 Mar  (NAL);  3 were  at  Seal 
Beach  22  Jan  QFi),  and  one  was  at  Harper 
Dry  L.,  San  Bernardino  21  Dec  (Brennan  Mul- 
rooney).  Two  Chestnut-collared  Longspurs 
remained  near  Santa  Ynez  through  27  Dec 
(WTF),  and  one  was  at  Palmdale,  Los  Angeles  17 
Dec  (HBK).  One  of  the  2 wintering  McCown’s 
Longspurs  near  Santa  Ynez  remained  through 
3 Mar  (NAL). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FIHCHES 

Northern  Waterthrushes  included  one  remain- 
ing from  fall  in  Santa  Barbara  through  31  Dec 
(RFC),  one  in  the  Tijuana  R.  valley  17  Dec 


(BMu),  a returning  wintering  bird  at  El  Monte, 
Los  Angeles  17  Dec-19  Feb  OSh).  snd  one  at 
Harbor  City,  Los  Angeles  26  Dec  (DS).  Twenty- 
sk  Black-and-white  Warblers  were  found  on 
the  coastal  slope  during  the  period.  A Protho- 
notary  Warbler,  casual  in  winter,  was  at  Mission 
Bay  5-21  Dec  (PEL).  Tennessee  Warblers  were 
at  Santa  Barbara  31  Dec  (HPR),  Carlsbad  26 
Dec  (GMcC),  and  Fountain  Valley,  Orange  1 Jan 
(Neil  A.  Gilbert).  As  is  typical,  small  numbers 
of  Nashville  Warblers  were  found  in  coastal  re- 
gions; one  on  San  Clemente  I.  30  Jan  (EJL)  was 
the  first  found  in  winter  on  that  island.  A Lucy’s 
Warbler  in  Bell  Gardens  14  Jan-23  Feb  (NV) 
was  the  only  one  reported.  MacGillivray’s  War- 
blers were  at  Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  13  Dec-22 
Feb  OFC)  and  Costa  Mesa,  Orange  1 Jan  (BEE). 
Hooded  Warblers  are  less  than  annual  in  win- 
ter, so  birds  at  Claremont  18  Dec-26  Feb  (KW) 
and  Irvine  Regional  Park,  Orange  5 Dec-19  Mar 
(DW)  were  noteworthy.  American  Redstarts 
were  in  San  Luis  Obispo  17  Dec-21  Jan  (CAM) 
and  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  from  the  fall  through 
4 Jan  (MSi),  with  9 more  from  Los  Angeles  s.  to 
San  Diego;  the  only  one  on  the  s.  deserts  was 
near  Niland  20  Dec  (DVanP).  A Magnolia  War- 
bler was  at  Laguna  Niguel,  Orange  25Nov-22 
Apr  (TAB,  AH).  A returning  wintering  Northern 
Parula  was  at  Legg  L.  4 Dec-1  Apr  0Sh)>  and 
others  were  at  Long  Beach  26-27  Dec  (RAH), 
Bonita,  San  Diego  19  Nov-21  Jan  (PEL),  and 
N.E.S.S.  8 Dec  (CMcG).  A returning  wintering 
male  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  was  at  Legg  L.  14 
Nov-12  Apr  OHa)-  Fourteen  Palm  Warblers 
were  found  along  the  coastal  slope,  including 
one  on  San  Clemente  I.  25  Feb  (MB).  The  re- 
turning wintering  Pine  Warblers  noted  in  fall  re- 
mained at  Hansen  Dam,  Los  Angeles  through  16 
Mar  (DBe)  and  Palos  Verdes  Estates,  Los  Angeles 
through  14  Feb  (RJN);  another  was  at  Monteci- 
to,  Santa  Barbara  10  Jan  (OJ).  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  showing  an  obvious  yellow  supraloral 
was  near  Hancock  Park  in  Los  Angeles  30  Dec 
(BK);  one  in  Orange  15  Feb-24  Mar  (DRW) 
was  in  the  same  locality  where  a bird  wintered 
in  2007-2008.  A Grace’s  Warbler  present  for 
its  4th  winter  at  Goleta  remained  through  26 
Feb  (HPR);  another  was  at  Greenwood  Cem- 
etery in  San  Diego  16  Dec-20  Feb  (DBa,  LeM). 
Black-throated  Green  Warblers  on  the  San  Ga- 
briel R.  at  Pico  Rivera,  Los  Angeles  1 Jan-26 
Feb  (LS)  and  Mission  Bay  5-10  Dec  (PEL)  were 
augmented  by  2 birds  found  in  Mar  that  were 
undoubtedly  wintering  locally,  in  El  Monte  19 
Mar  (EE)  and  the  Sepulveda  Basin  in  Encino, 
Los  Angeles  3-11  Mar  (M&JS).  Impressive  num- 
bers of  Hermit  Warblers  included  18  in  coastal 
Santa  Barbara  and  11  in  San  Diego.  Half  of  the 
40+  Wilson’s  Warblers  reported  were  in  Santa 
Barbara,  including  one  on  Santa  Cmz  1.  7 Jan 
(OJ);  on  the  deserts  one  was  at  N.E.S.S.  2 Jan 
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Record  numbers  of  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  present  in  Southern 
California  during  this  winter,  with  most  on  the  coastal  slope  but 
with  five  In  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  state,  Including  this  one 
photographed  near  Seeley,  Imperial  County  on  4 January  2012. 
Photograph  by  Kenneth  1.  Kurland. 


(SJM).  Painted  Redstarts,  very  rare  but  regular 
in  winter,  were  in  Elysian  Park  in  Los  Angeles 
30  Nov-27  Mar  (,RB)  and  in  Scm  Diego  at  Bonita 
19  Nov-23  Feb  (RP),  Coronado  17  Dec  (RTP), 
and  Rancho  Santa  Fe  2 Jan  (MAB). 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  exceptionally 
numerous  this  winter,  with  at  least  26  on  the 
coastal  slope,  plus  5 in  the  Imperial  Valley/ 
S.E.S.S.  during  the  period.  Up  to  3 Lark  Bun- 
tings were  in  the  nw.  Carrizo  Plain,  Son  Luis 
Obispo  3 Jan-4  Mar  (KJZ,  TME),  and  as  many 
as  4 were  near  McKittrick,  sw.  Kern  26  Jan-5 
Mar  (AMS,  CAM);  coastally,  one  was  at 

Huntington  Beach  13  Jan-10  Mar  (M&PT), 
Up  to  4 Nelsons  Sparrows  were  at  their  usual 
wintering  site  in  Seal  Beach  through  the  period 
(JFi),  and  another  was  near  Los  Osos,  San  Luis 
Obispo  29  Dec  (GPS);  more  unusual  was  one  15 
km  inland  at  L.  Hodges,  Son  Diego  9 Dec  (DJ). 
Five  Red  Fox  Sparrows  were  reported  from  the 
coast  22  Nov-8  Mar,  with  3 of  them  in  San  Luis 
Obispo.  Swamp  Sparrows  were  better  repre- 
sented this  winter  than  in  recent  years,  with  1 5 
along  the  coast  (12  of  these  in  San  Luis  Obispo/ 
Santa  Barbara),  one  at  S.J.WA.  4 Dec+  (HBK), 
and  2 near  Niland  20  Dec  (BED).  It  was  also 
a banner  winter  for  White-throated  Sparrows, 
with  at  least  57  reported,  including  4 at  one 
feeder  in  Atascadero,  San  Luis  Obispo  18  Dec-2 
Jan  (KJZ)  and  up  to  5 at  L.  Casitas,  Ventura  9-25 
Dec  (MA).  The  only  Harris’s  Sparrow  reported 
was  from  Imperial  Beach  7 Dec- 11  Jan  (DTo, 
TB). 

Hepatic  Tanagers  returned  for  the  2nd  win- 
ter to  Pasadena  29  Dec-16  Feb  OFG)  and  Bal- 
boa Park,  San  Diego  30  Oct-8  Mar  (SES)  and 
the  6th  winter  to  Imperial  Beach  12  Dec-1  Mar 
(MSt);  a new  bird  was  a female  at  Compton, 
Los  Angeles  18  Feb- 14  Apr  (DD).  Summer 
Tanagers  are  clearly  a regular  part  of  our  win- 
tering avifauna,  and  though  this  year’s  total  of 
55  birds  was  below  that  of  last  winter,  it  was 


still  impressive;  just  over  half  these  birds 
were  in  San  Diego.  The  Scarlet  Tanager  at 
Balboa  Park  noted  in  the  fall  report  was 
last  seen  on  2 Dec  (PEL). 

Eight  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  during 
the  period  doubled  up  the  4 Black-head- 
eds  found;  all  of  the  Pheucticus  were  on 
the  coastal  slope.  A female  Indigo  Bunting 
was  well  documented  in  the  Los  Feliz  dis- 
trict of  Los  Angeles  21  Jan-23  Apr  (AB); 
males  at  Castaic  Lagoon,  Los  Angeles  5 
Mar  (JHa)  and  the  Whitewater  Preserve, 
Riverside  20-27  Mar  (FS)  had  surely  win- 
tered locally.  A Dickcissel  stayed  briefly  at 
a feeder  in  La  Mirada,  Los  Angeles  25-26 
Jan  OSF). 

Rusty  Blackbirds  were  photographed  at 
Legg  L.  3-4  Jan  (MCL)  and  the  Coachella 
Valley  Preserve,  Riverside  7 Dec-26  Feb 
(GS).  A Common  Crackle  was  at  Bishop  19 
Feb-3  Apr  (CDY,  KNN).  Orchard  Orioles  were 
not  as  numerous  as  last  winter,  but  there  was 
one  at  Oceano,  San  Luis  Obispo  15  Jan-2  Feb 
OLD),  4 on  the  Santa  Barbara  coast  8-31  Dec, 
one  at  Paramount  LA,  Los  Angeles  1 1 Dec-27 
Apr  (RB),  and  one  at  Nestor,  San  Diego  19  Nov- 
2 Jan  QK);  in  contrast,  about  24  Hooded  Ori- 
oles were  found,  all  in  the  coastal  lowlands.  An 
abundance  of  exotic  flowering  trees  and  shrubs 
in  parklands  and  residential  areas  of  coastal 
Santa  Barbara  and  San  Diego  is  especially  attrac- 
tive to  wintering  orioles,  and  an  amazing  13  Bal- 
timore Orioles  were  found  this  winter  in  those 
areas  (10  m the  latter  county  alone);  additional 
birds  were  atLong  Beach  26-28  Dec  (RAH),  the 
Palos  Verdes  Pen.,  Los  Angeles  1-9  Jan  (DM)  and 
Fountain  Valley,  Orange  22  Nov-1  Jan  QEPT 
Last,  but  hardly  least,  even  a clear  incursion 
into  n.  California  (and  elsewhere  in  the  south- 
west) this  winter  didn’t  diminish  the  surprise 
of  the  discovery  of  the  Region’s  first  Common 
Redpoll  at  feeders  in  Julian,  San  Diego  4-19 
Feb  (MG);  this  establishes  by  far  the  southern- 
most record  for  California. 

Corrigendum:  In  the  Summer  2012  report, 
the  date  span  of  the  Curlew  Sandpiper  at  Im- 
perial Beach,  San  Diego  should  be  24-30  Jul;  it 
is  incorrectly  given  as  24-26  Jul  in  the  text  (p. 
687)  and  the  caption  (p.  715). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Alex  A,  Abela,  Michael  Allen,  Mary  Ann 
Bache,  Richard  Barth,  David  Batzler  (DBa), 
David  Bell  (DBe),  Thomas  A.  Benson,  Andrew 
Birch,  Johnny  Bovee,  Jeff  S.  Boyd,  Steve  Brad, 
Matt  Brady,  Ann  & Eric  Brooks  (A&EB),  Tim 
Burr,  Erick  Burres,  Mark  A.  Chappell,  Paul 
Clarke,  David  M.  Compton  (Santa  Barbara), 
Elizabeth  Copper,  Rebecca  F Coulter,  Susan 
Coyne,  Brian  E.  Daniels,  Darren  Dowell,  Jon 


L.  Dunn,  Bettina  E.  Eastman,  Tom  M.  Edell 
(San  Luis  Obispo),  Elias  Elias,  Linda  Farley,  Jon 
S.  Feenstra,  Francesca  Ferrara,  John  Fitch  (JFi), 
John  Flaskerud  0^0,  Tom  Ford-Hutchinson,  ■ 
Sylvia  J.  Gallagher,  Carolyn  B.  Gann,  John 
F Garrett,  Kimball  L.  Garrett  (Los  Ange- 
les), Neil  A.  Gilbert,  Mike  Goldhammer,  Da- 
vid M.  Goodward,  John  & Ros  Gorham  Q & 

RG),  Cory  Gregory,  Robb  A.  Hamilton,  Scott 
Hampton,  Jim  Hardesty  OHa),  Lauren  Harter, 
Brian  Hatfield,  Tom  & Jo  Heindel  (Inyo),  Kelli 
Heindel-Levinson  (Kern),  Jay  Holcomb  OHo), 
Mark  A.  Holmgren,  Chris  & Rosie  Howard  |; 
(C&RH),  Andrew  Howe,  Diane  Johnson,  Os- 
car Johnson  (Ventura),  Paul  Jorgensen,  Steve 
Jorgensen,  Jay  Keller,  Kathleen  1.  Kent,  How- 
ard B.  King,  Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Ber- 
nardino), Kark  Krause,  Bhaskar  Krishnamach-  ■ 
ari,  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Ken  & Brenda  Kyle 
(K&BK),  Jeri  Langham  OLaX  Andrew  K.  Lee,  ; 
Paul  E.  Lehman,  Jules  Le\4n  (JLe),  Michael  C. 
Long,  Erick  J.  Lundgren,  Virginia  Macintosh, 
Dinuk  Magamanna,  Barry  Mantell  (BMa), 
Curtis  A.  Marantz,  Cedar  Mathers- Winn,  Guy 
McCaskie  (Imperial  and  San  Diego),  Chet 
McGaugh  (Riverside),  Todd  McGrath,  Robert 
McKernan,  Jimmy  McMorran,  Robert  McNab, 
Michel  Mifsud,  Bob  Miller  (BMi),  Leo  Miller 
(LeM),  Lynn  Miller  (LyM),  Jim  Moore,  Steve 
Mlodinow,  Brennan  Mulrooney  (BMu),  Ste- 
phen J.  Myers,  Kristie  N.  Nelson,  Richard  J. 
Norton,  Ron  & Nancy  Overholtz  ( R & NO), 
Robert  T.  Patton,  James  Pawlicki,  Dave  Per- 
eksta,  Rick  Phillips,  James  E.  Pike,  Rick  Pine, 
Hugh  P.  Ranson,  Sandra  Remley  (SRe),  Steve 
Ritt  (SRi),  Jonathan  Rowley,  Jim  S.  Royer,  Jethro 
B.  Runco,  Matt  Sadowski  (MSa),  John  Sayer, 
Mark  & Janet  Scheel  (M&JS),  Larry  Schmahl, 
Kathy  M.  Sharum,  Alison  M.  Sheehey,  Bill 
Shelmerdine,  Ginny  Short,  Steve  Shunk  (SSh), 
Mitch  Siemens  (MSi),  Gregory  R Smith,  James 
P Smith,  Maggie  L.  Smith,  Susan  E.  Smith, 
Justyn  T.  Stahl  (San  Clemente  Island),  Todd 
Stands,  Susan  L.  Steele,  Don  Sterba,  Frank 
Sterrett,  Mark  Stratton  (MSt),  Steve  Summers 
(SSu),  Christopher  Taylor,  Kyle  TePoel,  Mil- 
lie & Peter  Thomas  (M&PT),  Daniel  Tinoco 
(DTi),  Jennifer  & Michelle  Tobin  (J&MT),  Di- 
ane Touret  (DTo),  Norm  Vargas,  David  Vander 
Pluym  (DVanP),  Donelda  Warhurst,  Ken  Wata- 
nabe,  Lynn  Watson,  Douglas  R.  Willick  (Or- 
ange), Callyn  D.  Yorke,  Kevin  J.  Zimmer.  An 
additional  30+  observers  who  could  not  be  in- 
dividually acknowledged  submitted  reports;  all 
have  our  thanks.  O 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue, 

Imperial  Beach,  California  91932,  (guymcc@pacbell.net) 
Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Natural  History  Museum 
of  los  Angeles  County,  900  Exposition  Blvd, 
los  Angeles,  California  90007,  (kgarrett@nhm.org) 
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Winter  typically  brings  a surge  of  visi- 
tors to  the  southern  portion  of  our 
Region.  Many  visitors  are  foreign  to 
the  Regional  editors,  as  well  as  to  the  area  itself. 
Therefore,  eBirders  and  others  are  encouraged 
to  consult  the  generally  excellent  range  maps 
found  in  the  latest  field  guides  as  they  compile 
their  lists  of  observations.  There  are  now  four 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  conducted  in  the  Re- 
gion and,  as  usual,  all  produced  observations 
detailed  below.  There  was  relatively  little  cov- 
erage offshore  or  in  the  middle  two  quarters  of 
the  peninsula.  The  best  on  a long  list  of  rarities 
addressed  below  are  Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  Rose- 
ate Spoonbill,  Harlan’s  Hawk,  Wood  Sandpip- 
er, Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Purple  Martin, 
Brown  Creeper,  Louisiana  Waterthrush,  and 
Streak-backed  Oriole. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Other  than  Brant,  geese  are  uncommon  in 
the  Region.  And  they  appear  to  be  becoming 
less  common,  although  observer  coverage  of 
the  Mexicali  Valley  remains  very  light.  As  has 
become  typical,  more  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  were  reported  than  all  other  species 
combined.  At  least  80  were  seen  at  eight  lo- 
cations s.  to  La  Paz  5 Oct-6  Mar.  Except  for 
Aleutian  Cackling  Geese  at  Guerrero  Negro 
4 Nov  (NA),  Villa  Jesus  Maria  11-13  Nov  (3; 
MJB,  RAE,  EDZH),  and  Bahia  San  Quintin  28 
Nov  (AEM,  JM),  all  other  reports  came  from 
the  northernmost  100  km  of  Baja  California. 
These  involved  2 Snow  Geese,  24  Canada 
Geese,  and  single  Ross’s  Geese  at  Lagunita  El 
Cipres  15-18  Dec  (ph.  EDZH)  and  Tijuana  9 
Jan  (resident  since  Jan  2007;  ph.  MJB).  Three 
Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found  in  the  Mexicali 


Valley  on  dates  spanning  20  Dec-21  Jan,  and 
3 were  on  the  coast  s.  to  El  Rosario  11  Nov-10 
Feb.  Although  Canvasback  is  believed  to  have 
declined  in  general  in  the  Region,  a count  of 
150  at  Laguna  Hanson  27  Feb  (RMA,  MJB, 
RAE)  appears  to  be  the  highest  ever  reported. 
Greater  Scaup  was  not  reliably  reported  from 
Baja  California  (indeed,  we  have  no  confirmed 
reports  since  Dec  2008!),  but  3 were  among 
>550  Lesser  Scaup  at  Estero  San  Jose  10  Dec, 
and  5 were  at  La  Paz  17  Dec  (all  SGM).  Two  Surf 
Scoters  were  found  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  away 
from  salt  water — Las  Arenitas  sewage  ponds  2 1 
Jan  (KAR,  SGM)  and  ponds  e.  of  Cerro  Centi- 
nela  27  Feb  (MJB,  RMA,  RAE) — and  a female 
White-winged  Scoter  in  the  surf  off  Lagunita 
El  Cipres  23  Jan  (tSGM)  was  the  first  found 
in  the  Region  since  Dec  2009.  In  addition  to 
the  rare  scaup,  a Bufflehead  was  at  Estero  San 
Jose  12  Dec  (ph.  SGM),  and  2 were  at  La  Paz 
17  Dec  (SGM),  the  first  reported  from  the  Cape 
District  since  Jan  2007.  A Common  Goldeneye 
at  Nopolo  6 Mar  (TH)  was  also  rare  in  the  Cape 
District,  but  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  an  ad.  male 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye  (with  >150  Commons) 
near  Algodones  21  Jan  (KAR,  tSGM)  was  ex- 
traordinary. The  only  previous  Mexican  record 
is  of  2 birds  at  the  same  location  in  Jan  2005. 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  found  in  the  north- 
west (9),  the  northeast  (13),  and  in  the  Cape 
District  at  Nopold  3 Jan-6  Mar  (TH).  The  only 
Common  Mergansers,  2 at  Estero  Punta  Banda 
30  Dec  (tMS,  LDS),  were  the 
first  for  the  Ensenada  Christmas 
Bird  Count. 

A Pacific  Loon  at  La  Ribera  10 
Feb  (SNGH,  RCH)  was  unusual 
in  the  s.  Gulf;  Horned  Grebes 
at  La  Paz  16-17  Dec  (tSGM) 
and  Buena  Vista  28  Feb  (2;  ph. 

TC)  were  even  more  so.  We  are 
not  comfortable  with  any  other 
Baja  California  Sur  reports  of 
the  latter  this  century.  Northern 
Fulmars  were  not  reported  s.  of 
cen.  Baja  California 
this  season  (JP).  An 
American  Bittern  at 
Lagunita  El  Cipres  28 
Nov  (MJB,  RMA)  was 
the  only  one  reported, 
but  Least  Bitterns  con- 
tinued to  be  found  at 
Estero  San  Jose,  with 
3 on  11  Dec  (SGM)  es- 
tablishing a high  count 
there.  An  impressive 
collection  of  waders 
at  Isla  Espiritu  Santo 
5 Jan  included  Great 
Blue  Heron,  Great 


Egret,  Snotvy  Egret,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Tricol- 
ored Heron,  Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  and 
White  Ibis  (WD).  Yellow-crowned  Night-Her- 
on was  found  again  in  the  northwest,  this  one 
at  Estero  Punta  Banda  30  Dec  (tMS,  LDS).  An 
exciting  event  was  the  appearance  of  Roseate 
Spoonbills  at  La  Paz.  Three  found  on  1 1 Feb 
(ph.  RCH,  ph.  SNGH)  may  have  been  the  3 
pink  birds  seen  at  a great  distance  there  on  17 
Dec  (SGM).  Four  were  present  on  28  Feb  (TC). 
The  two  previous  state  records  were  of  single 
birds  in  1992  and  1994. 

Bald  Eagles  were  reported  from  usual  areas, 
around  the  Rio  Colorado  delta.  Laguna  Han- 
son, and  Laguna  San  Ignacio.  Red-shouldered 
Hawk  had  been  found  only  once  before  at  Es- 
tero San  Jose,  so  records  of  2 this  season  were 
exceptional:  an  ad.  18  Jan  (PE)  and  an  imm.  24 
Feb  (tTC).  A Swainson’s  Hawk  was  also  there 
18  Jan  (PE),  and  others  were  at  Santiago  14 
Dec  and  at  El  Centenario  (2)  17  Dec  (all  SGM). 
A Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  at  Tecate  19  Dec  and 
3-4  Feb  OS),  and  at  least  12  were  seen  from 
La  Paz  southward.  An  ad.  Harlan’s  Hawk  was 
at  Ojos  Negros  22  Jan  (ph.,  tSGM,  KAR).  Pre- 
vious Regional  records  are  from  the  Mexicali 
Valley  (five)  and  La  Paz.  A Golden  Eagle  on 
the  road  past  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  (Arroyo 
Alamo)  16  Dec  (ph.  SGM)  was  the  3rd  found 
in  Baja  California  Sur  in  as  many  months. 

The  threatened  Mountain  Plover  has  been 
found  at  Mesa  San  Jacinto  (and  almost  no- 


Up  to  four  Roseate  Spoonbills  visited  La  Paz  1 1 (here)  through  28  February  2012. 
Only  sight  records  existed  for  Baja  California  Sur  previously.  Photograph  by 
Richard  CHoyer. 


This  adult  Harlan's  Hawk  was  photographed 
at  OJos  Megros,  Baja  California  on  22  January 
2012.  Four  others  have  been  seen  in  northern 
Baja  California  since  December  2007  (an- 
other in  1994),  but  this  represents  the  first 
photographic  documentation  for  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 


Very  rare  in  Baja  California  Sur,  this  Golden 
Eagle  was  over  Arroyo  Alamo  on  the  road  past 
San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  1 5 December  201 1 . 
Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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Mexico's  only  Wood  Sandpiper  wintered  again  near  La  Paz,  Baja 
California  Sur  from  27  July  201 1 through  at  least  1 3 February  201 2 
(here).  Photograph  by  Steve  H.  6.  Howell. 


This  Short-eared  Owl  was  photographed  at  Estero  El  Chaparrito,  Baja 
California  Sur  on  10  December  2011.  The  peninsula  averages  about 
one  observation  per  year,  and  the  marshes  in  the  vicinity  of  Guerrero 
Negro  are  among  the  best  places  to  find  the  species.  Photograph  by 
Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos. 

where  else)  pretty  regularly,  but  143  in  a flock 
there  31  Dec  (MJB  et  al.)  was  the  most  seen  in 
20  years.  Five  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  found 
in  the  s.  Cape  District,  and  the  Wooci  Sandpip- 
er at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  was  seen  four  tunes 
6 Dec-13  Feb.  Other  rare  wintering 
shorebirds  included  Stilt  Sandpipers 
at  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  (8 
on  23  Jan,  15  on  24  Feb;  VAP,  NA, 

FP)  and  2 Ruffs  at  Lagunas  de  Cha- 
metla 6-20  Jan  (VAP  et  al.),  with  one 
remaining  on  1 1 Feb  (SNGFl,  RCH). 

Seven  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  n. 
of  Cabo  Colonel  9 Mar  (PAG)  were 
the  only  ones  reported.  At  San  Fe- 
lipe, an  ad.  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  1 Dec  (ph.  AEM,  JM)  was  prob- 
ably the  same  bird  seen  there  a year 
before.  Notable  terns  at  La  Paz  this 
winter  included  8 Gull-billed  Terns 
16  Dec-11  Feb  (SGM,  SNGH),  a 
Common  Tern  16  Dec  (SGM),  and 
9 Elegant  Terns  17  Dec  (fide  DGE). 


This  adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  at  San  Felipe  1 December  201 1 is 
one  of  only  seven  to  have  been  found  in  the  state  of  Baja  California 
and  is  believed  to  be  a returning  bird  from  the  previous  winter. 
Photograph  by  Amy  L McAndrews. 


Two  more  Elegant  Terns  were  at  Los 
Barriles  15  Dec  (ph.  SGM).  Long-tailed 
Jaegers  were  found  in  the  s.  Gulf  for  the 
7th  consecutive  winter,  with  15  seen 
from  nw.  of  Isla  Santa  Catalina  to  Isla 
San  Jose  15-18  Mar  (PAG).  A Pomarine 
Jaeger  and  a Parasitic  Jaeger  were  seen 
during  the  same  period.  Eifteen  Com- 
mon Murres  were  seen  throughout  the 
period  s.  to  the  vicinity  of  La  Bufadora. 

OWLS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

One  Short-eared  Owl  was  found,  near 
Guerrero  Negro  10  Dec  (ph.  GRC).  Rare 
wintering  aerial  insectivores  included  a 
Lesser  Nighthawk  at  Lagunita  El  Cipres 
29-30  Dec  (PAG,  ph.  RMA  et  al,),  estab- 
lishing the  first  Regional  winter  record 
n.  of  the  usual  wintering  grounds  on 
the  s.  half  of  the  peninsula,  and  up  to  3 
Vaux’s  Swift  at  Estero  San  Jose  21  Jan-14  Eeb 
(PE,  SNGH.  RCH).  Two  Broad-billed  Hum- 
mingbirds were  in  the  s.  Cape  District  (Cabo 
San  Lucas  26  Dec,  DH;  La  Ribera  10  Feb, 
SNGH),  and  in  the  north,  yet  another  winter 
Black-chmned  Hummingbird  was  seen,  this 


one  an  ad.  male  on  the  Maneadero 
Plain  30  Dec  (TSBT,  LST).  Costas  (3) 
and  Rufous/Allen’s  (4)  Humming- 
birds were  also  well  represented  in 
the  northwest.  Rare  woodpeckers 
in  the  northwest  were  a Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker  at  Ensenada  30  Dec 
(tRAE,  EDZH),  the  first  since  2006, 
and  a Downy  Woodpecker  at  Real 
del  Mar  28  Dec  (MB,  LST,  RST,  SBT), 
the  first  away  from  Tecate  since 
2007. 

A Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  on  the 
Rio  Hardy  CBC  20  Dec  (fide  ACF) 
and  4 in  the  northwest  made  more 
than  the  usual  winter  showing  in 
Baja  California.  One  or  2 Western 
Kingbirds  were  at  Cabo  San  Lucas  26  Dec 
(DH)  through  15  Jan  (NL),  and  more  notable 
flycatchers  were  an  Eastern  Phoebe  at  Santo 
Tomas  29-31  Dec  (MB,  ph.  RMA  et  al.)  and 
Scissor-tailed  Elycatchers  at  Loreto  7 Dec  (TH) 
and  Cabo  San  Lucas  26  Dec  (DH).  Two  Cas- 
sin’s  Vireos  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  17  Dec 
(SGM)  were  exceptional.  The  endemic  subspe- 
cies lucasanus  is  resident  in  the  mountains  and 
foothills  of  the  s.  Cape  District,  and  nominate 
cassini  is  believed  to  winter  at  least  in  the  Si- 
erra Gigante  of  the  n.  Cape  District — although 
clarification  of  the  winter  status  of  this  subspe- 
cies in  the  Region  is  much  desired — but  we  are 
aware  of  no  previous  records  of  either  from  the 
Cape  District  lowlands,  A flock  of  200  Ameri- 
can Crows  in  the  vicinity  of  Colonia  Zacate- 
cas 20  Dec  (OHH)  was  in  the  same  portion  of 
the  Mexicali  Valley  where  large  numbers  have 
been  seen  in  prevhous  years.  Wintering  swal- 
lows were  present  in  low  numbers  in  the  Cape 
District,  with  maximum  single  locality  counts 
of  only  14  for  Tree  Swallow,  50  for  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow,  and  3 for  Barn  Swal- 
low. The  prize  was  a Purple  Martin  at  Estero 
San  Jose  10  Dec  (ph.  MDC  et  al.),  as  there  are 


This  female  Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at  Arroyo  Alamo  on  the 
road  past  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  9 February  2012  was  the  eighth 
to  be  found  in  Baja  California  Sur  and  the  second  in  winter.  No 
previous  record  was  photographically  documented.  Photograph 
by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


One  of  two  found  in  southern  Baja  California  Sur  in  winter  201 1 -2012,  this 
Streak-backed  Oriole  was  at  Estero  San  Jose  12  December  (here)  through  8 
February.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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few  Dec  records  from  North  America. 

Unusual  lowland  Mountain  Chickadees 
I were  at  Tecate  4 Sep-1  Apr,  with  a high  count 
of  3 on  25  Nov  QS).  In  the  s.  Cape  District, 
Oak  Titmice  are  generally  restricted  to  higher 
i elevations.  One  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio 
de  la  Sierra  15  Dec  (SGM)  is  the  hrst  we  are 
aware  of  from  this  relatively  well-covered  foot- 
I hill  area.  A Brown  Creeper  at  Ensenada  30  Dec 
! (tRAE)  established  the  8th  Regional  record 

■ and  the  hrst  since  2003.  The  only  Sage  Thrash- 
ers reported  were  at  Valle  de  la  Trinidad  22  Jan 

■ (SGM,  KAR),  Rincon  27  Feb  (RMA,  MJB,  RAE), 
and  the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  26  Mar  (3; 
VAP,  FP).  Red-throated  Pipits  have  become 
fairly  regular  in  the  s.  Cape  District,  but  5 at 
Lagunas  de  Chametla  11-12  Feb  (ph.  SNGH, 
RCH)  established  a record  winter  count. 

It  was  a good  year  for  wintering  warblers, 
capped  by  a repeat  visit  of  Louisiana  Water- 
thrush  to  the  s.  Cape  District.  At  least  2 were 
found  along  Arroyo  Alamo  on  the  road  past 
San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  5 Dec-9  Feb  (MDC, 
ph.  SGM,  ph.  SNGH  et  ah).  Best  of  the  others 
were  3 Virginia’s  Warblers  (Campo  Mosqueda 
22  Jan,  SGM,  KAR;  Estero  San  Jose  12  Dec  and 
Santiago  14  Dec,  both  SGM),  a Cape  May  War- 
bler at  El  Sauzal  28  Dec-23  Jan  (tRST,  SGM, 
KAR),  a returning  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at 
Arroyo  Alamo  15  Dec  (SGM),  and  a Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  at  the  same  location 

9 Feb  (RCH,  ph.  SNGH).  Less  noteworthy 
were  a northerly  Black-and-white  Warbler  in 
Baja  California,  a Tennessee  Warbler  at  Estero 
San  Jose  11  Dec  (SGM),  3 Lucy’s  Warblers  in 
the  s.  Cape  District  in  Dec  (SGM)  plus  one  at 
El  Sauzal  28-30  Dec  (ph.  SBT  et  ah),  2 Baja 
California  and  at  least  3 Baja  California  Sur 
Nashville  Warblers,  2 Palm  Warblers  in  the  s. 
Cape  District  in  Feb  (SGM,  RCH),  and  at  least 

10  Yellow-breasted  Chats  in  the  s.  Cape  Dis- 
trict. On  the  down  side,  Mlodinow  reported 
only  5 Belding’s  Yellowthroats  at  Santiago  14 
Dec,  where  the  “marsh  rapidly  is  disappearing 
due  to  low  water  levels.”  However,  note  that 
Rodriguez-Estrella  et  al.  (1999,  Belding’s  Yel- 


lowthroat:  Current  status,  habitat  preferences 
and  threats  in  oases  of  Baja  California,  Mexico, 
Animal  Conservation  2:  77-84)  considered  the 
species  extirpated  at  Santiago,  so  conditions 
there  do  fluctuate. 

In  the  northeast,  an  impressive  collection  of 
sparrows  near  Algodones  21  Jan  included  82 
Brewer’s  Sparrows,  55  Vesper  Sparrows,  225  Sa- 
vannah Sparrows,  and  one  Grasshopper  Spar- 
row (SGM,  KAR).  In  the  northwest,  a Black- 
chinned  Sparrow  adjacent  the  Maneadero  Plain 
30  Dec  (ph.  PAG,  JLS),  2 Clay-colored  Sparrows, 
and  2 White-throated  Sparrows  were  unusual. 
A female  Hepatic  Tanager  spent  its  2nd  winter 
at  Tecate  4 Nov-9  Apr  QS),  while  the  Summer 
Tanager  haul  included  15  in  Baja  California  and 
4 in  Baja  California  Sur.  In  comparison,  only  14 
Western  Tanagers  were  found  in  Baja  California, 
n.  of  the  winter  range  in  the  Cape  District.  Two 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in  the  s.  Cape 
District  in  Dec  along  with  the  following  appar- 
ent hybrids  at  Santiago  11  & 13  Dec,  respec- 
tively: Rose -breasted  Grosbeak  x Black-headed 
Grosbeak  and  Indigo  Bunting  x Lazuli  Bunting 
(all  ph.  SGM).  Nearby,  a green  Painted  Bunting 
was  at  Miraflores  13  Dec  (SGM). 

Presumably  reflecting  reduced  numbers  m 
the  Region,  Tricolored  Blackbird  went  unre- 
corded again  at  Rancho  El  Descanso,  located 
at  the  s.  edge  of  the  range.  As  many  as  75  were 
seen  in  fall  and  winter  10  years  ago,  but  none 
have  been  seen  there  since  Oct  2009.  Bronzed 
Cowbird  is  now  seen  almost  annually  in  the  s. 
Cape  District.  The  latest  was  a male  at  Estero 
San  Jose  10  Dec  (tSGM).  Rare  winter  orioles 
were  especially  evident,  particularly  in  the  s. 
Cape  District.  Four  or  5 Orchard  Orioles  were 
at  Estero  San  Jose;  n.  of  their  winter  range  2 
Hooded  Orioles  were  in  nw.  Baja  California;  at 
least  3 Bullock’s  Orioles  were  seen  between  Es- 
tero San  Jose  and  Cabo  San  Lucas  with  another 
in  nw.  Baja  California;  and  Baltimore  Orioles 
were  on  the  Maneadero  Plain  30  Dec  (ph.  PAG, 
JLS)  and  on  the  road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sier- 
ra 7-9  Dec  QL.  MDC).  Best  of  all  though  were  2 
Streak-backed  Orioles:  on  the  road  to  San  An- 


tonio de  la  Sierra  16  Dec  (tSGM)  and  at  Estero 
San  Jose  12  Dec-8  Feb  (ph.  SGM,  ph.  SNGH, 
RCH).  There  are  only  two  or  three  previous  Re- 
gional records,  all  from  the  Cape  District. 

Exotics:  Spotted  Dove  apparently  still  hangs  on 
by  a thread  in  the  Region,  as  one  was  singing  at 
a traditional  location  in  Tijuana  5 Feb  (MJB). 
Also  on  the  n.  border,  20  Monk  Parakeets  were 
nest  building  in  Mexicali  28  Mar  (ESM). 

Contributors:  Ryan  M.  Abe,  Nallely  Arce,  Vic- 
tor Ayala-Perez,  Mark  J.  Billings,  Gerry  Bins- 
feld,  Matt  Brady,  Alejandra  Calvo  Fonseca, 
Michael  D.  Carmody  Roberto  Carmona,  Tom 
Crabtree,  Wayne  Diakow,  Frances  Dupont,  Ste- 
phen Eccles,  Paul  Egeland,  Richard  A.  Erick- 
son, Peter  A.  Gaede,  Daniel  Galindo  Espinosa, 
Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Tom  Haglund,  W Scott 
Hampton,  Robert  Hindle,  Osvel  Hinojosa- 
Huerta,  Don  Hoechlin,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell, 
Richard  C.  Hoyer,  Nick  Lethaby,  John  Lobel, 
Guadalupe  Marron,  Amy  E.  McAndrews,  Luis 
Mendoza,  Steven  G.  Mlodinow,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Jim  Pea,  Fernando  Pozas,  Kurt  A.  Radamaker, 
Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos,  Matt  Sadowski,  Jeff  L. 
Seay,  Eduardo  Soto  Montoya,  Lea  D,  Squires, 
Joe  Sweeney,  Linda  S.  Terrill,  Ryan  S.  Terrill, 
Scott  B.  Terrill,  Enrique  D.  Zamora-Hernan- 
dez.  As  usual,  records  submitted  to  and  ac- 
cessed from  eBird/aVerAves  were  essential  in 
the  compilation  of  this  report.  1$ 
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Severe  drought  conditions  were  reported 
across  most  northern  and  central  plateau 
states,  with  the  Comisidn  Nacional  de 
Agua  declaring  the  worst  Regional  drought  in 
about  70  years.  Many  northern  ducks,  some  of 
them  relatively  rare,  were  reported  well  south 
of  their  usual  wintering  locales,  or  in  unusually 
high  numbers,  presumably  due  to  low/scarce 
water  supplies  to  the  north.  In  contrast,  abun- 
dant water  supplies  in  the  southern  regions  of 
the  country  due  to  heavy  autumn  rains  provid- 
ed abundant  habitat  for  waterfowl;  neverthe- 
less, much  of  the  winter  season  was  relatively 
hot  and  dry  throughout  the  country. 

Contributions  of  Mexican  birders  to  this  re- 
port were  extensive  this  winter  season,  and  we 
thank  Ruben  Deschamps  Ebergenyi  in  particu- 
lar for  the  development  of  the  Aves  de  Mexico 
website  (<www.avesdemexico.net>),  created  to 
facilitate  sharing  of  observations,  photographs, 
and  discussion  from  birders  across  the  country. 

NORTHERN  MEXICO 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  discovered  at 
Miramar,  s.  of  San  Carlos,  Son.  28  Jan  (ph. 
DM).  Three  Hooded  Mergansers  were  at  the 
La  Herradura  G.C.  5 km  s.  of  Monterrey,  N.L. 
28  Dec  (ph.  RV,  ph.  JOM).  Two  Nazca  Boob- 
ies were  recorded  1 1 km  off  Mazatlan,  Sin.  7 
Jan  (ph.  RV,  ph.  DZ,  ph.  JG,  ph.  RG,  ph.  MG, 
EE).  Three  White  Ibis  were  at  Refugio  Salcido 
near  Durango,  Dgo.  14  Jan  (ph.  JHMG);  this 
is  the  3rd  year  in  a row  that  the  species  has 
been  found  wintering  around  Durango.  A high 
count  of  4 Red-shouldered  Hawks  was  along 
the  Belizario  Dominguez-Francisco  Villa  road, 
Dgo.  24  Feb  (ph.  JHM,  BS,  BR).  A Gray  Hawk 
was  recorded  at  the  Club  Campestre  in  Du- 
rango, Dgo.  31  Dec  (ph.  BH,  HR,  RG,  VS,  JS, 
ph.  AS).  About  80  Swainson’s  Hawks  were 


counted  roosting  in  a recently  plowed  field  at 
Marismas  Nacionales,  Nay.  6 Dec  (ph.  JV),  one 
was  at  the  Mazatlan  airport.  Sin.  2 Jan  (RG, 
JG,  AM,  JM),  and  3 were  at  La  Bajada,  Nay.  3 
Jan  (]M). 

A Red-necked  Phalarope  was  discovered 
at  Refugio  Salcido  Lagoon,  Durango,  Dgo.  20 
Feb  (ph.  JHM).  Six  Red-billed  Pigeons  were 
at  Parque  La  Estanzuela,  Monterrey,  N.L.  22 


Jan  (ph.  JOM).  Five  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
flew  over  Villa  Union,  Sin.  2 Jan  QM,  AM).  A 
male  Annas  Hummingbird  was  near  Torredn, 
Coah.  29  Dec  (ph.  EVP);  this  species  has  now 
been  encountered  regularly  around  Torrebn, 


with  only  the  month  of  Jun  lacking  records;  no 
breeding  activity  has  been  documented. 

Sixty  Cedar  Waxwings  at  Bosque  Venustiano 
Carranza,  Coah.  4 Dec  (MRLL,  EVP)  were  the 
first  for  the  season  in  the  subregion.  A Gray 
Catbird  was  at  Rio  Tunal  near  Durango,  Dgo. 
12  Dec  QH-MG,  AMO,  BS),  and  2 were  there 
17  Dec  (ph.  JMHG).  A male  Hooded  Warbler 
was  at  Singayta,  Nay.  3 (AM,  JM,  RV)  & 12  Jan 
QV).  A Palm  Warbler  was  recorded  along  the 
Novillero  beach  road  in  Tecuala,  Nay.  16  Jan 
OV,  EG). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface): 
Fernanda  Farias,  Francisco  Garcia,  Ricardo 
Guerra,  Mario  Guerrera,  Julio  Guzman,  Betty 
Howard,  Maria  del  Refugio  Loya  Loya,  David 
MacKay,  Jose  Hugo  Martinez  Guerrero,  Adri- 


an Martinez  Orozco,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Jorge  Ortiz  Mena,  Hugo  Ramirez, 
Bernardo  Rodriguez,  Vanessa  Santiesteban, 
Jessica  Santiesteban,  Alissa  Santiesteban,  Brian 
Sharp,  Mark  Stackhouse,  Francisco  Valdes 
Peresgasga,  Rene  Valdes,  Jonathan  Vargas, 
Diana  Zorilla. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


DUCKS  THROUGH  HUilVlINGBIRDS 

Furnishing  only  the  2nd  record  for  the  state  of 
Colima,  a female  Wood  Duck  was  discovered 
at  Laguna  la  Maria  n.  of  Colima  city  10  Feb 
(ph.  PR,  AJ,  RCe).  A female  Hooded  Mergan- 
ser photographed  at  Acuexcomatl,  Xochimilco 
14  & 21  Dec  provided  the  first  D.E  record  (ph. 
IV);  2 females  were  found  at  Rancho  Prima- 
vera,  El  Tuito,  Jal.  11  Feb  (ph.  SW,  AMR).  A 
Red-breasted  Merganser  was  photographed  at 
Laguna  Zapotlan  n.  of  Ciudad  Guzman  16  Feb 
(ph.  PR,  AJ,  RCe),  providing  one  of  very  few 
records  for  the  state  of  Jalisco.  A first  photo- 
graphic record  for  Veracruz,  an  ad.  Red-billed 
Tropicbird  was  on  Rio  Jamapa  in  Boca  del  Rio 
5 Jan  (ph.  LI)  and  3 (LI),  10  (ph.  LI),  & 27  Feb 
(vt.  LI);  the  only  other  known  records  for  the 
state  are  a handful  of  sight  records  by  William 
J.  Schaldach  off  the  s.  coast.  Far  from  its  usual 
coastal  habitats,  a dark-morph  Reddish  Egret 
was  well  inland  feeding  in  the  freshwater  wet- 
lands e.  of  Cosamaloapan,  Ver.  7 Feb  (AM,  JM). 

A Broad-winged  Hawk  continued  at  Lo- 
mas Altas,  D.E  14,  16,  & 22  Dec  (HCL).  Two 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  near  Colima,  Col.  23 
Jan  (ph.  JMa),  and  one  was  seen  near  Emil- 
iano  Zapata,  Ver.  28  Jan  (JAL).  A Merlin  was  at 
Fuentes  Brotantes,  D.E  3 Jan  (HGdS,  RC).  An 
ad.  Gray-breasted  Crake  was  captured  near 
Minatitlan,  Ver.  21  Jan  (GRR,  PLM,  JAM,  ph. 
MG);  this  species  was  first  reported  in  Vera- 
cruz 18  May  2011  near  Agua  Duke  and  sub- 
sequently recorded  vocalizing  in  wetlands  near 
Minatitlan;  however,  this  record  represents  the 
first  sight  record  for  Minatitlan.  South  of  its 
normal  wintering  range,  a single  Short-eared 
Owl  (Holarctic  type)  was  discovered  near  Min- 
atitlan, Ver.  6 Jan  (PLM,  ph.  MG),  and  2 were 
there  10  Jan  (PLM,  MG).  A Spot-tailed  Nightjar 
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was  recorded  at  dusk  also  near  Minatitlan,  Ver. 
11  Jan  (PLM,  MG),  A Costas  Hummingbird 
was  observed  near  Ahualulco  del  Mercado,  Jal. 
10  Dec  QAAR). 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

North  of  its  usual  winter  range,  an  Olive- 
sided Flycatcher  was  at  Valle  de  Bravo,  Mex. 
27  Dec  (ph.  JG).  A Tufted  Flycatcher  was  at 
Fuentes  Brotantes,  D.F  3 Jan  (HGdS).  Two 
Social  Flycatchers  and  a Great  Kiskadee 
at  Cuemanco  30  Jan  made  the  first  and  one 
of  very  few  records,  respectively,  from  D.F. 
(TS,  CV,  RCa,  ph.  GHO).  A rare  visitor  to 
the  w.  coast,  a Cave  Swallow  was  foraging 
in  a mixed  flock  of  swallows  at  Colima,  Col. 
10  Jan  (ph.  JBJ).  A Northern  Mockingbird 
was  at  La  Villa,  Tepeyac,  D.F.  7 Jan  (HGdS, 
MPV).  A group  of  4 Red-legged  Honey- 
creepers  visited  Tepehuacan,  Hgo.  22  Jan 
(ph.  RP).  South  of  its  normal  range,  a Pyr- 
rhuloxia  was  discovered  near  San  Juanito  de 
Escobedo,  Jal.  20  Jan  (ph.  JAAR).  An  Audu- 
bon’s Warbler  was  at  high  elevation  (4500 
m)  near  Mexico’s  new  telescope  atop  the 
Sierra  Negra,  Pue.  8 Jan  (ph.  JR).  Provid- 
ing a first  record  for  the  state  of  Hidalgo,  a 
Colima  Warbler  was  photographed  in  the 
Sierra  de  Chicavasco  near  Tetepango  30  Dec 
(ph.  RP);  a year  earlier,  the  same  observer 
had  photographed  a probable  Colima  War- 
bler at  the  same  location,  but  that  individ- 
ual could  not  be  identified  with  certainty.  A 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at  Trabajo 
Social,  UNAM,  D.F.  3 Jan  (MPV,  HGdS).  A 
Black-vented  Oriole  in  Parque  Ecologico 
Cuicuilco  3 Jan  (HGdS,  RC)  made  only  the 
2nd  record  for  D.E  A male  Hooded  Gros- 
beak was  at  La  Cima,  D.E  3 Jan  (HGdS, 
MPV,  RC), 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface); 
Julio  Alejandro  Alvarez  Ruiz,  Jesper  Bay  Ja- 
cobsen, Rafael  Calderon,  Hector  Ceballos- 
Lascurain,  Robert  Cecil,  Hector  Gomez  de 
Silva,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Julio  Guzman, 
Gustavo  Hernandez  Orta,  Ann  Johnson,  Jose 
Alberto  Lobato,  Alejandro  Martinez  Rodri- 
guez, Amy  McAndrews,  Jose  Angel  Mesa, 
Jairo  Martinez,  Jorge  Montejo,  Pedro  Luis 
Mucifto,  Raul  Padilla,  Gerardo  Rodriguez 
Ramos,  Paul  Roisen,  Jajean  Rose,  Tatiana 


Sanchez,  Carolina  Vazquez,  Itzel  Villanueva, 
Sherman  Wing. 

SOUTHERN  MEXICO 


DUCKS  THROUGH EUPHONIAS 

An  uncommon  visitor  to  Oaxaca,  Gadwall 
was  well  reported  this  season.  At  Santa  Maria 
Xadani,  15  were  seen  15  Dec,  4 on  20  Jan,  and 
30  on  24  Jan  (ph.  JM,  AM).  A male  Gadwall 
was  in  a wetland  e.  of  La  Ventosa  12  Feb  (AM, 
JM);  another  was  n.  of  La  Ventosa  13  Feb  (ph. 
JM).  At  least  6 Gadwalls  and  2 American  Wi- 
geons  were  among  the  ducks  in  Presa  Piedra 
Azul,  Teotitlan  del  Valle,  Oax.  28  Dec  (HGdS, 
MPV).  A male  Cinnamon  Teal  and  3 male 
Green-winged  Teal  were  just  w.  of  Arriaga, 
Chis.  16  Dec  (ph,  AM,  JM).  A high  count  of  at 
least  150  Northern  Pintails  was  at  Santa  Maria 
Xadani,  Oax.  24  Jan,  where  a rare  male  Red- 
head was  photographed  20  Jan  (ph.  JM,  AM). 
Other  records  of  Redhead  included  7 males  n. 
of  La  Ventosa  22  Jan  and  2 females  e.  of  La 
Ventosa  10  Feb  (AM,  JM).  Two  pairs  of  Least 
Grebes  were  at  high  elevation  on  the  small  res- 
ervoir near  Arroyo  Guacamayas,  Oax.  22  Dec 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A Brown  Pelican  was  on  the  Rio 
Usumacinta  near  Frontera  Corozal,  Chis.  14 
Jan  (MC  et  al),  and  20  were  seen  flying  along 
the  Sumidero  Canyon  near  Tuxtla,  Chis.  27 
Feb  (RV  AS,  GS). 

An  ad.  Gray  Hawk  was  near  Mitla,  Oax.  23 
Dec  (ph.  HGdS,  MPV).  For  the  3rd  consecu- 
tive year.  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  found  at 
Santa  Maria  Xadani,  Oax.,  with  2 present  20  & 
24  Jan  and  4 there  15  Feb  (ph.  AM,  ph.  JM). 


A high  count  of  335  Red  Knots  was  tallied  at 
Santa  Maria  Xadani,  Oax.  20  Jan  (AM,  JM).  Fur- 
nishing one  of  very  few  records  for  Oaxaca,  an 


imm.  Herring  Gull  was  at  Santa  Maria  Xadani 
24  Jan  (ph.  JM,  AM).  An  apparent  first  record 
for  the  state  of  Oaxaca,  an  imm.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  photographed  during  a pelagic 
trip  s.  of  Puerto  Angel  9 Dec  (ph,  JH,  MLPR).  A 
dead  Common  Ground-Dove  was  found  at  the 
Monte  Alban  ruins,  Oax.  21  Dec  (ph.  HGdS, 
MPV).  Well  outside  the  species’  known  range, 
a pair  of  Striped  Owls  was  discovered  along 
the  entrance  rd.  to  Las  Guacamayas,  Chis.  13 
Jan  (MC  et  ah).  A scarce  Strong-billed  Wood- 
creeper  was  at  La  Cumbre,  Oax.  24  Dec  (HGdS, 
MPV).  Single  Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  at 
San  Javier,  Chis.  12  Jan  and  at  Sierra  de  Coco- 
lita  near  San  Javier  15  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A male 
Gray-breasted  Martin  was  at  Pico  de  Oro,  Chis. 
13  Jan  (MC  et  al.). 

A Happy  Wren  was  heard  at  the  “Garbage 
Gulch”  near  Oaxaca,  Oax.  25  Dec  (HGdS). 
Two  Virginia’s  Warblers  were  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Hotel  Misidn  de  los  Angeles,  Oax.  21  Dec 
(HGdS,  MPV).  A male  Black-throated  Blue  War- 
bler was  at  the  Yaxchilan  ruins,  Chis.  14  Jan 
(MC  et  al).  Two  Vesper  Sparrows  were  at  Ar- 
razola,  Oax,  22  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV).  Two  pairs  of 
Blue  Seedeaters  were  in  bamboo  patches  along 
the  Rio  Tzendales  near  Las  Guacamayas,  Chis. 

22  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A male  Lazuli  Bunting  was  at 
the  Monte  Alban  ruins  near  Oaxaca  City,  Oax. 
3 Jan  (ph.  MR).  An  imm.  male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  was  with  a mixed  flock  of  cowbirds 
and  Great-tailed  Grackles  s.  of  La  Ventosa,  Oax. 

23  Jan  (ph.  AM,  JM).  A pair  of  White-vented 
Euphonias  was  seen  feeding  in  the  mistletoe 
patch  at  the  grand  plaza  of  the  Bonampak  ruins, 
Chis.  1 1 Jan  (MC  et  al). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface):  Mi- 
chael Carmody  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  John 
Hopkins,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge  Montejo, 
Monica  Perez  Villafana,  Michael  L.R  Retter, 
Marcus  Roening,  Andrew  Swash,  Gill  Swash, 
Rene  Valdes. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


Prepared  by  Barbara  MacKinnon  H. 

Large  numbers,  and  a great  variety,  of  ducks 
found  a surplus  of  food  in  the  estuaries  and 
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ponds  of  the  peninsula  due  to  the  unusual  in- 
crease in  rainfall  that  continued  into  the  early 
winter  months;  some  of  these  ducks  may  have 
been  pushed  southward  by  dry  conditions  to 
the  north. 

A Pomanne  Jaeger  in  the  Ria  Lagartos  Bio- 
sphere Reserve  added  a new  species  to  the  re- 
serves bird  list,  and  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
made  a second  appearance  in  Yucatan. 

DUCKS  THROUGH  GULLS 

The  only  report  of  American  Wigeon  for  the 
subregion  was  that  of  6 males  and  4 females  at 
Playa  Box,  2 km  from  Punta  Sur  on  Cozumel, 
Q.R.  2 Feb  (ph.  RC).  While  there  were  many 
reports  of  small  numbers  of  more  common 
duck  species  for  the  subregion.  Blue-winged 
Teal  and  Northern  Shoveler  were  the  most 
abundant,  with  totals  of  200  each  in  the  Ce- 
lestun  estuary,  Yuc.  19  Feb  (HD,  BM,  RM).  At 
least  2000  Northern  Pintails  were  observed  at 
a private  ranch  near  the  Palizada  rd..  Camp.  7 
Jan  (MC);  their  numbers  have  been  plummet- 
ing in  the  subregion  over  the  past  25  years.  A 
single  female  Green-winged  Teal  was  reported 
from  the  CRIT  ponds,  Merida,  Yuc.  5 Jan  (BS). 

Reports  of  Redhead,  a species  reported 
only  from  two  locations  in  the  subregion  pre- 
viously, were  widespread  this  season.  The  first 
observation  was  of  83  in  the  lagoon  beside  the 
hwy.  entering  Sisal,  Yuc.  4 Dec  (ph.  BM,  RM, 
AMo).  A flock  of  18  was  present  in  the  estu- 
ary of  Ria  Lagartos,  Yuc.  from  the  first  week  of 
Jan  through  2 Mar  (ph.  DN),  with  30  seen  21 
Feb  in  the  same  area  (EC).  The  next  report  was 
from  Celestun,  Yuc.,  where  2 males  were  near 
the  bridge  2 1 Jan  (HD)  and  where  more  than 
500  were  a few  km  farther  n.  in  the  estuary  10 
Feb  (HD).  In  an  attempt  to  confirm  this  last 
count,  a trip  was  made  to  Celestun,  where  an 
estimated  1600  Redheads  were  found  19  Feb 
(HD,  ph.  BM,  RM).  A few  Ring-necked  Ducks 


This  immature  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  photographed  4 No- 
vember 201 1 on  Cozumel  Island,  Quintana  Roo  and  continued, 
providing  the  island  with  its  first  record  and  the  state  with  its 
second  record.  Photograph  by  Mael  Qiawn. 


are  reported  most  years  in  Quintana  Roo;  up 
to  6 were  observed  29  Dec  in  a hotel  garden 
in  Tulum  (MH);  2 others  were  reported  in  the 
CRIT  Ponds  at  Merida,  Yuc.  5 Jan  (BS);  and  a 
female  was  in  a stock  pond  on  the  Calakmul 
entrance  road.  Camp.  8 (MC)  & 15  Jan  (AMc, 
JM).  Lesser  Scaup  was  also  very  much  in  evi- 
dence this  winter,  with  150  at  Sisal,  Yuc.  4 Dec 
(BM,  RM,  AMo)  and  3600  at  the  Celestun  estu- 
ary with  the  Redheads  19  Feb  (HD,  BM,  RM).  A 
flock  of  16  Red-breasted  Mergansers  was  pho- 
tographed in  the  Ria  Lagartos  estuary,  Yuc.  28 
Feb  (ph.  DN).  Another  rarity  to  the  subregion 
that  showed  up  in  good  numbers  this  winter 
was  Ruddy  Duck:  the  first  report  was  of  6 in  the 
estuary  10  km  n.  of  Celestun  village,  Yuc.  7 Feb 
(HD);  another  flock  of  20  was  seen  at  Celestun 
10  Feb  (HD);  and  a search  of  the  Celestun  estu- 
ary 19  Feb  produced  1800  (HD,  BM,  RM). 

A pair  of  Spotted  Wood-Quails  was  seen  at 
Calakmul,  Camp.  8 Jan  (MC).  Seventeen  Pied- 
billed Grebes  were  in  the  lagoon  next  to  the 
hwy.  at  Sisal,  Yuc.  4 Dec  (BM,  RM,  AMo).  A 
congregation  of  9 Jabirus  was  seen  on  private 
land  near  the  Palizada  rd..  Camp.  7 Jan  (MC), 
and  8 were  in  the  same  area  along  the  Palizada 
rd.  17  Jan  (ph.  AM,  ph.  JM).  A single  Jabiru  was 
photographed  at  a pond  at  km  11  on  the  rd. 
from  Rio  Lagartos  to  Tizimln  1 1 Feb  QL,  DN),  a 
place  where  it  was  first  seen  in  early  Jan  (DN). 
At  Chuburna,  Yuc.,  900  American  White  Peli- 
cans were  observed  flying  towards  Carboneras 
17  Jan  (BM);  a flock  of  80  was  seen  s.  of  Sisal 
4 Dec  (BM,  RM,  AMo).  Six  color-banded  imm. 
Brown  Pelicans  were  at  the  Celestun  marina  10 
Jan  (ph.  JM,  AM);  the  Bird  Banding  Lab  revealed 
that  all  6 had  been  banded  as  nestlings  in  Jun 
2011  on  Breton  L,  Louisiana.  An  imm.  Agami 
Heron  was  found  by  different  birding  parties  in 
a forest  pond  at  km  27.5  on  the  Calakmul  road 
8 (MC),  16  (ph.  AM,  JM),  & 31  Jan  (KrK,  KaK). 

A King  Vulture  visited  the  private  reserve  of 
Chucab,  ca.  15  km  sw.  of  Espita  22  Nov  (MT); 
it  remained  in  the  area  through  the  last  week 
of  Dec;  another  had  been  reported  in  the  same 
area  the  previous  year  around  the  same  time 
(MT).  A female  Snail  Kite  was  found  at  the 
Parque  Ecologica,  Merida  5 Jan  (BS).  Furnish- 
ing only  the  2nd  documented  state  record,  an 
imm.  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  photographed 
on  Cozumel,  where  it  was  first  seen  4 Nov  at 
the  golf  course  (BC,  ph.  RC),  and  then  14  Nov 
at  San  Gervasio  (TB,  ph.  RC).  Seven  Peregrine 
Falcons  were  recorded  along  the  Palizada  rd.. 
Camp.  17  Jan  (AM,  ph.  JM).  A Semipalmated 
Sandpiper  was  reported  with  other  shorebirds 
on  private  land  near  the  Palizada  rd..  Camp.  17 
Feb  (MC);  a Stilt  Sandpiper  was  at  Celestun  14 
Dec  (HD).  A subad.  Franklins  Gull  was  with 
a large  flock  of  Laughing  Gulls  at  Chuburna, 
Yuc.  9 Jan  (ph.  AM,  JM).  At  the  former  gar- 


bage dump  of  Progreso,  an  imm.  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  photographed  20  Dec  (ph. 
AM,  ph.  JM),  only  the  2nd  ever  documented 
in  Yucatan.  The  usual  800-r  Black  Skimmers 
that  spend  the  winter  at  the  Chuburna  harbor 
were  there  17  Jan  (BM).  A new  bird  for  the  Ria 
Lagartos  Biosphere  Reserve,  Yuc.,  a Pomarine 
Jaeger  was  photographed  just  off  the  coast  25 
Feb  (ph.  DN). 

PiGEOHS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

The  extent  to  which  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
has  populated  the  subregion  is  exemplified  by 
the  count  of  170  at  Tizimln,  Yuc.  10  Dec  (ph. 
BM,  WS).  A regular  but  not  plentiful  migrant, 
a Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  at  Parque 
Ecologica,  Merida,  Yuc.  5 Jan  (BS).  A rare  pair 
of  Pale -billed  Woodpeckers  has  been  consis- 
tently recorded  at  the  private  reserve  of  Chu- 
cab 15  km  sw.  of  Espita,  where  they  were  seen 
and  audio-recorded  12  Nov- 17  Dec  (BM). 
Another  humid  forest  bird.  Northern  Bentbill, 
also  makes  it  home  at  Chucab,  where  at  least 
two  pairs  live  in  close  proximity  and  have  been 
seen  or  heard  during  visits  27-30  Jan  (BM). 

The  range  of  Vermilion  Flycatcher  includes 
Puerto  Morelos,  Q.R.,  where  on  21  Jan  an  imm. 
was  seen  at  Puerto  Morelos  marina,  where  an 
ad.  male  was  photographed  a year  ago  (FB, 
WB).  A male  Gray-collared  Becard  was  at  the 
private  reserve  of  Chucab  15  km  sw.  of  Espita, 
Yuc.  4 Feb  (MK,  BM);  a male  had  been  seen 
at  this  spot  two  years  prior.  A male  Black- 
crowned  Tityra  was  also  present  at  Chucab, 
where  it  was  seen  17  Dec  (BM).  A Black  Cat- 
bird was  at  Chucab  10  Nov  (BM),  and  a small 
population  was  also  reported  at  the  entrance 
to  the  Calakmul  reserve,  one  km  from  the  gate 
on  both  8 Jan  and  17  Feb  (MC).  Warblers  at 
Sisal,  Yuc.  4 Dec  included  an  Orange-crowned 
and  100  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  (BM,  AMo). 
A rare  Worm-eating  Warbler  was  seen  behind 
the  tourism  center  at  Celestun  along  with  an 
Ovenbird  14  Dec  (HD),  and  a wintering  Loui- 
siana Waterthrush  was  at  Chucab  27  Nov-3 
Feb  (MK,  BM,  RM,  AMo).  A lone  Lincoln’s 
Sparrow  was  in  a roadside  ditch  along  the  Pal- 
izada rd..  Camp.  17  Jan  (AM,  JM),  providing  a 
winter  record  for  this  species  in  the  subregion. 

Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  again  ob- 
served along  the  Palizada  rd.,  where  at  least 
3 males  were  in  a flock  of  400  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  18  Dec  (ph.  AM,  ph.  JM).  At  least 
21  were  present  along  the  Palizada  rd..  Camp, 
among  Bronzed  Cowbirds  and  about  150  Red- 
winged Blackbirds  8 Jan  (MC,  ph.  MT,  ph.  CB). 
Also  at  the  same  location,  4 Tricolored  Munias 
were  seen  18  Dec  (ph.  AM,  ph.  JM).  Three 
flocks  of  Tricolored  Munias  were  seen  at  vari- 
ous locations  along  the  Palizada  rd.  15  Feb,  the 
largest  being  of  15  birds  (MC  et  ah). 
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Corrigendum:  The  report  of  a Red-breasted 
Merganser  on  Cozumel  (North  American  Birds 
59:  335)  was  not  correct;  the  bird  was  a Hood- 
ed Merganser  (see  article  in  the  current  issue). 

Contributors  (area  compiler  in  boldface):  Tom 
Bennett,  Clyd  Blum,  Frits  Bosveld,  Willeke 
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Dacnis  in  Nicaragua,  and  Gray-bellied  Hawk 
and  Clay-colored  Sparrow  in  Panama.  Addi- 
tionally, a Prairie  Merlin  (subspecies  richardso- 
ni)  was  documented  in  Honduras  and  Central 
America  for  the  first  time. 


COSTA  RICA 


H. Lee  Jones 
Oliver  Komar 


Last  fall’s  waterfowl  and  shorebird  invasion 
was  a mere  prelude  to  the  winter  spec- 
tacle that  followed.  In  Belize,  Gad  wall, 
Redhead,  and  Ruddy  Duck  were  recorded  for 
the  first  time,  and  species  normally  considered 
casual  were  seen  in  unprecedented  numbers. 
In  Costa  Rica,  Canvasback  and  Hooded  Mer- 
ganser were  recorded  for  the  first  time,  and 
Ruddy  Ducks,  first  recorded  last  year,  were 
found  at  five  locations.  On  the  shorebird  front, 
American  Avocets  made  an  impressive  show- 
ing in  Belize,  Nicaragua,  and  Costa  Rica,  and 
Long-billed  Dowitchers,  whose  mere  pres- 
ence in  Belize  was  still  unconfirmed 
twenty  years  ago,  numbered  in  the 
thousands  at  one  popular  birding 
destination.  According  to  many 
climate  scientists,  these  spectacles 
of  freshwater-dependent  birds  may 
soon  be  commonplace  in  the  Re- 
gion. For  example,  in  2010  Lau- 
rence Smith  (The  World  in  2050:  Four 
Forces  Shaping  Civilization’s  Northern 
Future)  summarized  a growing  body 
of  work  that  predicts  a much  drier 
climate  across  the  southern  United 
States  and  northern  Mexico  and  in- 
creased rainfall  in  the  tropics. 

In  addition  to  the  five  species 
of  ducks  mentioned  above,  other 
country  firsts  were  Red-tailed  Trop- 
iebird  in  Costa  Rica  (also  a first  for 
Central  America),  Scarlet-thighed 


Abbreviations:  B.C.R.F  (Blue  Creek 
rice  fields.  Orange  Walk,  Belize),  FC.FF 
(Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm, 
La  Democracia,  Belize, 
Belize),  L.C.F  (Lagunas 
Catfish  Farm,  between 
Comumdad  and  Sardinal, 
Guanacaste,  Costa  Rica). 

WATERFOWL 

Geese  are  a rare  sight  in  the  Region  and  no 
goose  has  ever  been  documented  in  Central 
America  s.  of  Belize  and  n.  Honduras.  So, 
when  word  spread  of  4 Snow  Geese  at  FC.FF, 
the  first  reported  since  1991,  the  birding  com- 
munity was  quick  to  respond.  Found  by  an 
employee  of  FC.FF  in  mid-Dec,  word  did  not 
get  out  until  nearly  a month  later.  Immediately 
upon  hearing  of  the  geese,  PB,  EB,  and  PaB  ob- 
served 2 ad.  and  2 juv.  on  19  Jan.  They  were 
photographed  on  20  Jan  (KEa)  and  24  Jan  (LJ) 
and  seen  by  many  others  until  their  departure 
on  1 Mar  (fide  PB,  LJ). 


Gadwall  was  one  of  three  species  of  ducks  recorded  in  Belize  for  the  first  time 
this  winter.  On  12  December  201 1,  a male  and  female  were  found  in  a flock  of 
more  than  1O,CD0  ducks  and  coots  at  the  Blue  Creek  rice  fields,  a Mennonite 
farming  community  in  northern  Belize  about  2 kilometers  from  the  Mexican 
border.  It  was  not  until  a month  later,  on  14  January  2012,  that  the  Gadwalls 
were  seen  again.  This  time,  two  males  and  a female  were  seen,  two  of  which  are 
shown  here.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 


Central  America  | 

TROPICBIRDS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

New  for  Costa  Rica  and  Central  America,  an 
ad.  Red-tailed  Tropiebird  was  seen  1 1 km  n. 
of  Cocos  1.  14  Feb  (UOCR,  ph.  GG).  The  bird 
came  alongside  a boat  that  was  patrolling  the 
fishing  grounds  around  the  island.  Considered 
a vagrant  in  Panama,  2 Jabirus  were  seen  near 
Chiriqui  Grande,  Bocas  del  Toro  31  Jan  (ph. 
JO).  While  increasingly  common  among  the 
cayes  and  along  the  coast  of  Belize,  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  are  seldom  seen  inland, 
thus  an  imm.  seen  24  Jan  (HLJ)  at  FC.FF,  25 
km  inland,  was  unexpected.  Seldom  reported 
as  far  s.  as  Nicaragua,  78  American  White  Peli- 
cans were  counted  at  Laguna  de  Tisma,  Masaya 
20  Feb  (LC,  ph.  GD).  Inland  records  of  Brown 
Pelican  anywhere  in  the  Region  are  worth  not- 
ing, as  local  movements  away  from  coastal 
areas  are  little  understood.  Near  Flores  at  L. 
Peten  Itza,  2,  13,  1,  and  15,  respectively,  were 
seen  on  9 &r  13  Dec  and  4 & 29  Jan  (all  JPC).  A 
Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  near  the  entrance  of 
the  Banana  Channel  near  Boca  del  Drago,  Bocas 


Four  white-morph  Snow  Geese,  two  adults  and  two  juveniles, 
appeared  at  Fresh  Catch  Fish  Farm  in  central  Belize  in  mid- 
December  2011,  but  word  did  not  get  out  until  a month  later. 
They  remained  in  the  area  until  1 March  201 2 (here  20  January) 
and  were  seen  by  many.  Prior  to  this  winter.  Snow  Geese 
had  been  documented  in  Central  America  on  only  three 
occasions:  1957  in  Honduras  and  1975  and  1991  in  Belize. 
Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 
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In  Belize,  the  first  indication  of  a major  waterfowl  flight  did  not  come  until  1 1 Dec  when  JU  discovered  a mixed  flock  of  thousands  of 
. < waterfowl  at  B.C.R.F.,  including  4 male  Redheads,  a country  first,  a male  Cinnamon  Teal,  and  several  male  Green-winged  Teal. The  next 
day,  participants  in  a bird-banding  workshop  at  nearby  La  Milpa  Field  Station  (U,  RM,  VR,  m.ob.)  visited  the  site  and  found  the  4 male  Red- 
heads, a female  Redhead,  and  a pair  of  Gadwalls,  another  Belize  first.  On  13  Dec  at  B.C.R.F.,  8000  Blue-winged  Teal,  300  Northern  Shovelers, 
70  American  Wigeons,  70  Northern  Pintails,  and  60  male  Green-winged  Teal  were  tallied  (LJ,  RM,  NW) — all  record  numbers  for  Belize,  plus  an 
apparent  first-winter  male  Cinnamon  Teal  (identified  later  from  close  examination  of  photographs  of  the  flock),  the  Gadwall  pair,  and  one  of 
the  Redheads.  Single  ad.  male  Cinnamon  Teals  were  subsequently  seen  there  on  22  Dec  (PB,  DF)  and  6 Jan  (ph.  BG),  and  an  impressive  3 males 

were  there  1 4 Jan  along  with  3 Gadwalls,  2 males  and  a female  (KEa,  FIB,  DC,  CD,  JFl).  At  F.C.F.F., 
88  km  se.  of  B.C.R.F.,  Belize's  first  2 Ruddy  Ducks  were  seen  24  Jan  (ph.  U),  with  3 there  5 Feb 
(PB,  JR).  Additionally,  a female  Redhead  was  there  20  Jan  (ph.  KEa,  FIB,  DC,  CD,  JH),  and  a male 
Green-winged  Teal  was  there  5 Feb  (PB,  JR).  Gadwall,  Redhead,  and  Ruddy  Duck  were  new  to 
Belize,  Cinnamon  Teal  had  not  been  reported  in  Belize  since  1999,  and  the  only  reports  of  more 
than  2 Green-winged  Teal  in  Belize  in  a single  year  were  of  "a  flock"  in  1 887  and  7 in  1 982. 

In  Guatemala,  2 Green-winged  Teal  seen  in  San  Cristobal  Verapaz,  Alta  VerapazAfeh  2012 
(ph.  JPC)  provided  only  the  3rd  record  for  the  country,  and  a Redhead  at  El  Remate  on  L.  Peten 
Itza,  Peten  16  Dec  (ph.  JPC)  furnished  the  first  photographically  documented  record  for  the 
country  and  one  of  the  few  away  from  the  Pacific  lowlands.  Of  note  were  2 more  Redheads  at 
L.  Atitlan  near  Santiago  Atitlan,  Solold  20  Dec  (EvB). Twenty  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  El  Remate  16 
Dec  (ph,  JPC)  and  1 1 there  4 Jan  (JPC)  were  also  noteworthy,  as  this  species  occurs  only  irregu- 
larly in  Guatemala.  Although  a local  resident  and  irregular  winter  visitor  in  Guatemala's  Pacific 
lowlands.  Ruddy  Duck  is  exceptionally  rare  on  the  Caribbean  slope,  where  15  were 
seen  16  Dec,  21  were  seen  26  Jan,  and  30  were  seen  6 Feb  in  San  Cristobal  Verapaz 
(all  JPC) — yet  another  indicator  of  the  unprecedented  numbers  of  this  and  other  wa- 
terfowl recorded  this  winter  in  the  Region. 

The  waterfowl  invasion  reached  at  least  as  far  s.  as  Costa  Rica,  and  to  a lesser  ex- 
tent, Panama.  Canvasback  was  added  to  the  Costa  Rica  list  when  a female  appeared 
on  Cachi  Res.  on  the  Reventazon  R.,  Cartago  23-25  Dec  (SE,  ph.  JiB,  DB,  ph.  EC,  LS,  EV, 

PW),  and  Hooded  Merganser  was  added  to  the  list  when  an  imm.  male  was  seen 
on  Laguna  de  Poco  Sol,  Cordillera  Tilaran,4/q/ue/a  14  Dec  (UOCR,  ph.  PS,  ph.  SE).The 
Canvasback,  which  may  represent  the  southernmost  record  for  the  species,  was  last 
seen  in  mid-Jan;  the  Flooded  Merganser,  apparently  a one-day  wonder,  provided 
only  the  2nd  record  for  the  Region,  the  first  having  occurred  in  Belize  in  1 990  or  1 991 
(undated  photograph).  Two  male  Cinnamon  Teal  were  at  L.C.F.  25  Dec  (KEa,TB,  MBa) 


Providing  two  of  the  few  records  for  Honduras  were  single  Ruddy  Ducks 
at  Los  Micos  Lagoon  in  Atlantida  on  7 December  201 1 and  at  Laguna  Villa 
Real  in  Francisco  Morazan  from  22  (here)  January  through  9 March  2012. 

Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 


Green-winged  Teal  was  documented  for  only  the  sec- 
ond time  in  Guatemala  this  winter  when  this  male  and 
female  were  photographed  at  San  Cristobal  Verapaz  on 
4 February  2012.  Photograph  by  John  Paul  Cahill. 


I 


Seldom  seen  in  Panama,  this  Jabiru  was  one  of  two  seen  near 
Chiriqui  Grande  on  31  January  2012.  Photograph  byJacobo  Ortega. 
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del  Toro  22  Feb  (ph.  GM,  EM,  PWa)  was  the 
first  to  be  reported  from  the  Caribbean  coast  of 
Panama  w.  of  Kuna  Yala. 

Reddish  Egret  is  still  considered  a rare  win- 
ter visitor  in  the  Region  s.  of  Belize  and  El 
Salvador.  In  Flonduras,  single  Reddish  Egrets 
were  seen  in  the  wetlands  of  Los  Micos  Lagoon 
7 Dec  (MM,  RG,  DG)  and  at  Cuero  y Salado 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Atlantida  21  Eeb  (EFT).  In 
Nicaragua,  2 ad.  dark-morph  Reddish  Egrets 
were  at  Salinas  Grandes,  Leon  4 & 8 Dec  and 
24  Feb  (ph.  MB),  and  singles  were  seen  there 
10  & 15  Jan  (MB).  On  25  Feb  a white  morph 
was  at  Las  Penitas  near  the  Juan  Venado  1.  estu- 
ary, Leon  (ph.  MB,  LG,  GD).  Exceptional  was 
a white-morph  imm.  at  Tortuguero,  Limon  21 
Feb  (ph.  DL).  Aside  from  being  rare  in  Costa 
Rica,  most  recent  records  have  been  of  dark 
morphs  along  the  Pacific  coast  (primarily  Gulf 
of  Nicoya),  and  the  few  records  from  the  Carib- 
bean coast  have  been  in  fall,  not  winter.  Also 


noteworthy  was  an  ad.  dark-morph  Reddish 
Egret  at  Playa  Ostional  on  the  outer  coast  of 
the  Nicoya  Pen.,  Guanacaste  21  Dec  (ph.  FL). 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  occurs  in  Gua- 
temala mainly  along  the  coasts  and  locally  in  i 

inland  wetlands.  In  landlocked  Peten,  2 were  at  j 

Laguna  Yaxha  28  Dec,  2 were  at  Rio  Sacluc  6 j 

km  sw.  of  Paso  Caballos  in  the  Laguna  del  Tigre  I' 

N.P  2 Jan,  and  2 were  in  El  Rosario  N.P.,  e.  of 
Sayaxche,  27  Jan  (all  JPC). 

On  11  Feb,  8 Glossy  Ibis  were  discovered 
at  Laguna  de  Tisma,  Nicaragua  (LC,  GD).  On 
18  Feb,  26  were  present,  and  20  on  20  Feb, 
with  2 seen  the  following  day  (ph.  MB).  Glossy  1 

Ibis  is  considered  a rare  and  irregular  visitor  I 

to  Nicaragua’s  Pacific  slope.  Considered  rare  in 
the  Caribbean  lowlands  of  Nicaragua,  4 Green 
Ibis  were  noted  9 Dec  at  dusk  along  the  Bar-  i 

tola  R.,  Rio  San  Juan  (LC,  RB,  GD).  In  Costa  ' 

Rica,  Green  Ibis  established  an  elevational  re-  ! 

cord  when  one  was  seen  in  wet  pastures  and 
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and  2 Jan  (SE,  MS),  and  one  male  was  there  28  Jan  (JZ). Three  males 
were  at  Sandiilal  Res.,  Canas,  Guanacaste  30  Jan  (SE,  MS,  BB),  and 
4 males  were  there  31  Jan  (JZ).  At  least  a few  females  were  likely 
among  the  males  but  overlooked  because  of  the  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing them  from  the  many  Blue-winged  Teal.  Eight  Green- 
winged Teal  (males  and  females)  were  at  Muelle  de  San  Carlos  in 
the  n.  Caribbean  lowlands,  Alajuela  20  Dec  (EC).  Almost  all  previ- 
ous records  have  been  from  theTempisque  R.  basin  in  the  Pacific 
lowlands,  where  2 males  were  seen  this  winter  at  L.C.F.  25  Dec  (KEa, 
TB,  MBa)  and  28  Jan  (JZ).  Another  male  was  at  Finca  El  Paso,  Filadel- 
fia,  Guanacaste  30  Jan  (JZ). 

Ruddy  Duck  was  new  to  Costa  Rica  in  fail  2010,  with  up  to  9 reported  in  winter  2010-201 1 . This  winter.  Ruddy  Ducks  were  documented 
from  five  locations,  including  the  two  where  the  species  was  reported  last  year.  One  of  these  new  sites,  Rio  Medio  Queso,  was  mentioned  in 
the  fall  201 1 report.  Following  are  the  reports  from  the  other  two  new  locations  and  this  year's  report  from  one  of  last  winter's  locations.  A fe- 
male was  at  Muelle  de  San  Carlos  in  the  n.  Caribbean  lowlands  of  Alajuela  14  Dec  (ph.  PS).  Another  (sex  not  reported)  was  found  21  Dec  (BW) 
on  600-m  elevation  La  Angostura  Res.  (between  Turrialba  and  La  Suiza)  in  the  Caribbean  Central  Valley,  Cartago,  where  it  was  also  reported 
last  winter.  From  one  to  4 were  present  on  1000-m  elevation  Cachi  Res.,  also  in  the  Caribbean  Central  Valley,  Cartago  24-29  Dec  (UOCR,  ph. 
EC,LS,JS,  EV,PW,JZ). 

In  the  rest  of  the  Region,  waterfowl  numbers  and  diversity,  while  not  as  spectacular,  were  nevertheless  impressive.  The  lower  numbers 
reported  were  more  likely  due  to  less  thorough  coverage  than  to  fewer  birds.  The  only  indication  of  a waterfowl  incursion  into  El  Salvador 
was  1 2 Ring-necked  Ducks  found  on  Laguna  Naualapa  23  Jan  (SH),  providing  only  the  2nd  record  for  El  Salvador  and  the  first  for  La  Paz.  In 
Honduras,  1 2 Ring-necked  Ducks  were  at  Laguna  Villa  Real,  San  Buenaventura,  Francisco  Morazdn  22  Jan-i-  (ph.  JV,  m.ob.).  A Ruddy  Duck  found 
on  Los  Micos  Lagoon,  Atldntida  1 Dec  (MM,  RG,  DG),  and  another  at  Laguna  Villa  Real  22  Jan-f  (ph  JV,  m.  ob.),  were  exceptional  for  that  country. 

in  Nicaragua,  80  Northern  Pintails  were  present  at  L.  Apanas,  Jinotega  1 3 Nov  (MB).  Another  8 were  there  1 8 Dec  (MB),  4 were  seen  there 
20  Jan  (LC,  GD),  and  1 0-i-  were  there  29  Jan  (LC,  GD).  Previously  recorded  in  Nicaragua  only  in  the  lowlands  (both  slopes),  these  records,  along 
with  a record  in  Dec  201 0 (RB),  extend  its  geographical  range  to  the  n.-cen.  highlands  and  its  elevational  range  to  1 000  m.  On  20  Jan,  24  Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  at  L Apanas  (LC,  GD),  extending  the  elevational  range  of  this  rare  winter  visitor  from  50  to  1 000  m and  the  geographical 
range  in  Nicaragua  to  the  n.-cen.  highlands.  A Ruddy  Duck  observed  on  L.  Apanas  1 8 Dec  (GD)  provided  the  first  highlands  record  for  Nicara- 
gua. In  the  lowlands,  1 0 were  at  El  Guayabo  wetlands,  Granada  4 Feb  (MB,  LC,  GD). 

Panama  also  had  more  ducks  this  winter  than  is  typical.  Northern  Shovelers,  not  reported  every  year,  were  first  noted  1 1 Dec,  with  a male 
on  a small  pond  w.  ofChepo,  and  14  Dec,  with  2 males  and  a female  at  Las  Macanas  Marsh,  Herrera  and  a male  at  Aguadulce  Salinas  (ail  KA,  SS, 
JZ,  m.ob.).  Much  more  noteworthy  this  far  s.  were  records  of  Ring-necked  Duck.  On  1 5 Dec,  a male  and  2 females  were  at  a farm  pond  just  w. 
of  Penonome,  Code  (KA,  ph.  KEa,  m.ob.),  probably  a provincial  first. 


Over  the  past  three  decades,  American  White  Pelican  has  been  expanding 
its  winter  range  southward  into  northern  Central  America,  where  it  is 
being  reported  in  increasingly  large  numbers,  yet  few  records  exist  for  the 
southernmost  part  of  the  region.  These  10,  part  of  a flock  of  78,  were  pho- 
tographed at  Laguna  de  Tisma  east  of  Managua,  Nicaragua  on  20  February 
2012.  Photograph  by  Georges  Duriaux. 


around  fish  ponds  at  1200  m in  the  Rio  Macho 
Valley  just  below  Tapanti  N.P.,  Cartago  10  Feb 
(UOCR,  MT).  This  species  has  been  working 
its  way  up  the  Caribbean  Central  Valley  over 
the  past  few  years.  A Lesser  Yellow-headed  Vul- 
ture n.  of  Sayaxche  16  Dec,  and  2 in  El  Rosario 
N.R  e.  of  Sayaxche  27  Jan  (both  jPC),  were  at 
sites  where  previously  unrecorded  in  n.  Peten. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  COOTS 

Nicaragua  remains  Central  America’s  last  fron- 
tier for  ornithological  exploration.  Perhaps  in- 
dicative of  this  were  reports  of  several  raptors 
this  winter  that,  while  considered  uncommon 
in  adjacent  Honduras  and  Costa  Rica,  are  sel- 
dom reported  in  Nicaragua.  Whether  they  are 
genuinely  rare  in  Nicaragua  or  just  rarely  de- 
tected remains  to  be  determined.  These  includ- 
ed a Gray-headed  Kite  at  Refugio  Bartola,  Rio 
San  Juan  10  Dec  (RB);  a Black-collared  Hawk 
at  Refugio  de  Vida  Silvestre  Los  Guatuzos,  Rio 


San  Juan  10  Feb  (MB);  a Northern  Harrier  at 
1000-m  elevation  L.  Apanas  in  n.-cen.  Nica- 
ragua 18  Dec  (MB,  RB),  a location  from  which 
previously  unreported;  a Semiplumbeous 
Hawk  in  the  middle  story  of  lowland  tropical 


rainforest  at  Refugio  Bartola  9 Dec 
(RB,  GD,  LC);  a White-tailed  Hawk 
between  Managua  and  Masaya  12 
Feb  (LC);  and  a Merlin  near  the  foot 
of  Volcan  Casita,  Chinandega  28  Jan 
(RB,  LC,  GD.  LN). 

A pair  of  Pearl  Kites  in  the  Rio  Cho- 
luteca  Valley  at  San  Juan  de  Flores, 
Francisco  Morazdn  26  Jan  (OK)  were 
approximately  130  km  n.  of  the  spe- 
cies’ known  range.  These  birds  could 
not  be  relocated  during  several  sub- 
sequent searches  of  the  area.  Gray- 
bellied  Hawk,  a South  American 
species,  was  first  reported  in  North 
America  in  Costa  Rica  in  2008-2009 
and  2011.  Panama  added  Gray-bellied  Hawk 
to  its  list  with  one  near  El  Salto,  Darien  9 Feb 
(VW,  ph.  LW,  SW,  CGe).  Noteworthy  in  Guate- 
mala were  a Crested  Eagle  at  Tikal  N.P,  Peten 
14  Dec  (RMc)  and  an  ad.  Black  Hawk-Eagle  at 
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Unrecorded  north  of  Colombia  until  2008,  Gray-bellied  Hawk  was  first  recorded  in 
North  America  not  in  Panama,  as  might  be  expected,  but  in  Costa  Rica.  Not  until 
after  Costa  Rica  had  logged  its  second  Gray-bellied  Hawk  last  August  did  one  finally 
appear  in  Panama.  This  adult  was  photographed  at  El  Salto,  Darien  Province  on  9 

February  2012.  Photograph  by  Larry  Wan. 


Three  Dunlins  were  found  foraging  in  the  Blue  Creek  rice  fields  in  north- 
ern Orange  Walk  District,  Belize  on  14  January  201 2.  There  are  three 
previous  reports  from  the  country,  all  of  single  birds  seen  along  the  coast; 
these  birds  provided  the  first  inland  record.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 


American  Avocets  were  recorded  in  Central  America  in  record  numbers  in  winter  201 1-2012.  Pictured  here  are 
three  that  were  noted  foraging  at  a tidal  pool  along  the  Western  Highway  about  10  kilometers  west  of  Belize 
City  on  26January  2012.  Photograph  by  Dirk  Francisco. 


Finca  El  Pilar,  Sacatepequez  7 Jan  (AJ,  JC,  NM). 
The  latter,  which  occurs  only  locally  on  the  Pa- 
cific slope,  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for 
the  site.  In  Honduras,  a male  Prairie  Merlin 
(richardsoni  subspecies)  was  carefully  observed 
and  photographed  on  the  Zamorano  Univer- 
sity campus,  Francisco  Morazdn  18  Dec  (ph. 
jV,  OK,  PSt),  thus  establishing  the  first  record 
of  this  Great  Plains  subspecies  s,  of  Mexico. 
In  Belize,  a pale  female  or  juv.  Merlin  seen  at 
B.C.R.E  13  Dec  (ph.  RM,  LJ,  NW)  appeared 
to  have  all  the  markings  of  richardsoni',  how- 


ever, it  flew  to  a more  distant  tree 
before  it  could  be  photographed 
and  photographs  were  not  con- 
clusive (BC). 

Although  rarely  reported  in  Panama, 
several  Paint-billed  Crakes  were  revealed 
during  rice-harvesting  activities.  On  7 
Dec,  just  w.  of  Chepo,  Panama,  at  least  5 
were  flushed  by  the  harvesting  combine, 
along  with  nearly  100  Soras  and  other 
crakes  (KA,  m.ob.).  Allaire  described  a 
remarkable  scene  where  numerous  preda- 
tors were  attracted  by  the  harvesting  ac- 
tivity. Herons  snared  some  of  the  rails, 
including  a Gray-breasted  Crake,  and  4 
Peregrine  Falcons  captured  a dozen  Soras 
during  the  spectacle.  The  same  observ- 
ers stopped  to  obsen^e  a similar  scene  on 
14  Dec  near  Las  Macanas,  Herrera,  where 
they  counted  4 Paint-billed  Crakes,  a first  pro- 
vincial record.  Rarely  reported  in  Costa  Rica, 
an  ad.  Spotted  Rail  was  seen  at  L.C.E  25  Dec 
(KEa,  ph.  TB,  MBa).  As  has  been  the  case  with 
all  recent  reports  in  Costa  Rica,  this  bird  was  in 
the  Tempisque  R.  basin  in  a rice-growing  area. 
In  Belize,  an  estimated  7000  American  Coots 
at  B.C.R.E  13  Dec  (LJ,  RM,  NW)  was  an  excep- 
tional number. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A count  of  42  Black-bellied  Plovers  at  B.C.R.E 


12  Dec  (LJ,  RM,  NW,  VR  et  al.)  was  unprec- 
edented. A count  of  130  there  the  following 
day  (LJ,  RM,  NW),  however,  was  nothing  short 
of  astounding.  Only  4 were  found  there  22  Dec 
(PB,  DP).  This  species  is  seldom  found  inland 
in  the  Region.  An  American  Oystercatcher  was 
at  Playa  Coco,  Rivas  18  Eeb  (RB).  While  the 
few  older  records  from  Nicaragua  were  from 
the  Atlantic  coast,  most  recent  observations 
have  come  from  the  s.  Pacific  coast,  where  it 
may  prove  to  be  an  uncommon  winter  resi- 
dent. American  Avocets  were  present  in  the  Re- 
gion this  winter  in  unprecedented  numbers.  In 
Belize,  4-10  were  found  at  EC. EE  19  Jan-5  Eeb 
(PB,  JR,  LJ,  m.  ob.).  Elsewhere  in  Belize,  3 were 
seen  at  mile  post  4.5  on  the  Western  Hwy., 
Belize  26  Jan  (IM,  ECo,  ph.  DP),  and  2 were 
still  there  14  Eeb  (PB).  In  Nicaragua,  American 
Avocet  was  not  recorded  until  Oct  2010  (MB). 
Since  then,  single  avocets  have  been  recorded 
at  Salinas  Grandes  on  a half-dozen  occasions, 
and  4 were  there  8 Dec  (all  MB).  In  Costa  Rica, 
1 1 American  Avocets  were  at  Chomes,  Puntar- 
enas  9 Jan  QZ);  the  birds  were  first  observed  25 
Nov,  when  3 were  seen  QZ  et  al.). 

Rarely  reported  in  Panama,  a Wandering  Tat- 
tler at  Panama  Viejo,  Panama  was  noteworthy 
19  Dec  (KA,  m.  ob.).  Providing  only  the  4th  re- 
cord for  Belize  and  the  first  of  multiple  birds, 
3 Dunlins  were  found  at  B.C.R.E  14  Jan  (ph. 
KEa,  HB,  DC,  CD,  JH).  A group  of  at  least  7 Stilt 


I 


r A News  of  exceptionally  rare  birds  is  not  always  good.  A badly  wounded  juv.  Solitary  Eagle  was  brought  to  Belize  Bird  Rescue  in  Belmopan  6 
JfXDec  (RD,  Me  RP,  ph.  RM).  It  was  found  on  3 Dec  in  an  agricultural  area  4 km  from  AltaVista,  Stann  Creek.  On  that  date,  someone  took  a shot 
at  it  but  missed.  However,  two  days  later,  it  was  not  so  fortunate.  Despite  the  efforts  of  an  experienced  veterinary  team  at  Belize  Bird  Rescue  to 
save  the  bird,  it  died  14  Dec  (*).  According  to  locals  who  saw  the  bird,  it  was  incessantly  soliciting  food,  suggesting  that  its  parents  may  have  been 
in  the  area.  In  fact,  they  claimed  to  have  observed  the  ads.  on  multiple  occasions,  but  this  could  not  be  confirmed.  However,  its  age  and  soliciting 
behavior  do  suggest  that  the  bird  was  still  dependent  on  its  parents,  and  it  may  not  have  been  far  from  its  nest,  presumably  in  the  nearby  foot- 
hills. Based  on  intensive  monitoring  of  a juv.  fledged  from  another  nest  this  past  summer  near  Baldy  Beacon,  41  km  nw.  in  Cayo,  and  extrapolation 
from  data  on  the  similar  Crowned  Eagle  (Harpyhaliaetus  coronatus)  in  South  America,  it  appears  that  dependency  for  this  large  Neotropical  eagle 
may  be  as  much  as  1 .5  years.  The  Alta  Vista  bird  showed  no  sign  of  post-juv.  molt,  another  indication  that  it  was  still  dependent  on  its  parents.  It 
most  likely  hatched  in  or  around  Apr  201 1 and  fledged  in  Aug,  so  it  would  have  only  been  out  of  the  nest  about  three  to  four  months.  The  juv. 
from  the  Baldy  Beacon  nest  has  so  far  remained  within  1 km  of  the  nest  during  its  dependency  period,  and  the  ads.  have  not  re-nested  this  year. 
In  comparing  the  underwing  pattern  of  the  two  juvs.,  it  is  clear  that  they  were  different  individuals.  We  thank  Ryan  Phillips  of  the  Belize  Raptor 
Research  Institute  for  providing  this  information  and  Nikki  Buxton  of  Belize  Bird  Rescue  for  spearheading  the  effort  to  save  this  magnificent  bird. 
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In  most  of  Central  America,  finding  a single  Forster's  Tern  is  considered  note- 
worthy. These  birds  were  part  of  an  unprecedented  flock  of  15  at  Guayabo 
Wetlands  in  Nicaragua  on  15  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Manfred  Bienert. 


Sandpipers  just  w.  of  Chepo,  Panama  11  Dec 
(KA,  SS,  m.  ob.)  may  have  been  wintering.  In 
Belize,  thousands  of  dowitchers  were  at  B.C.R.E 
this  winter,  with  a maximum  of  3500  estimated 
13  Dec  (LJ,  RM,  NW).  Although  mostly  silent 
and  observed  at  a distance,  the  few  heard  were 
Long-billed,  the  expected  species  inland  in  win- 
ter and  the  only  species  recorded  from  B.C.R.E 
Establishing  the  inland-most  record  for  Belize, 
3 Laughing  Gulls  were  at  B.C.R.E  13  Dec  (LJ, 
RM,  NW).  In  El  Salvador,  a Ring-billed  Gull  at 
Bocana  Rio  Jiboa,  La  Paz  23  Jan  (SH)  provided 
only  the  5th  country  record.  In  Panama,  where 
it  is  also  a rare  winter  visitor,  one  was  at  Cos- 
ta del  Este  in  Panama  City  27  Dec  (RT).  Also 
in  Panama,  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Panama  Viejo,  Panama  1 Dec  (ph.  RMi).  In  Ni- 
caragua, 15  Forster’s  Terns  were  at  the  Guayabo 
Wetlands  n.  of  Granada  15  Jan  (ph.  MB),  and  in 
Panama,  one  was  at  Juan  Hombron  Beach,  Code 
31  Dec  (RT).  On  29  Dec,  a Parasitic  Jaeger  was 
observed  from  shore  at  Tortuguero  (ph.  WG). 
Most  of  the  recent  jaeger  reports  from  the  Carib- 
bean side  of  Costa  Rica  have  involved  Pomarine 
Jaeger.  Because  they  are  relatively  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion, jaegers  conclusively  identified  to  species 
are  worth  reporting  anywhere  they  show  up. 

Normally  found  only  in  the  dry  northwest, 
2 Orange-fronted  Parakeets  at  Tortuguero  30 
Dec  (ph.  DL)  were  the  first  to  be  recorded 
on  Costa  Rica’s  Caribbean  coast.  An  irregular 
winter  visitor  on  Guatemala’s  Pacific  slope,  a 
White-necked  Jacobin  was  seen  in  Los  Tarrales 
Reserve,  Suchitepequez  20  Dec  (ALL).  Out  of 
place  was  a Rufous-crested  Coquette  at  Parque 
Metropolitano,  Panama  City  16  Dec  (KA,  ph. 
KEa,  ph.  JZ,  m.ob.);  it  continued  to  be  seen 
for  at  least  several  days  at  the  locality,  long 
enough  to  be  logged  on  the  Christmas  count, 
j In  most  of  Belize,  Cinnamon  Hummingbird  is 
I strictly  coastal.  The  sole  exception  is  Orange 
1 Walk  Town,  where  it  occurs  45  km  inland.  On 
I 13  Dec,  one  was  carefully  observed  20  km  w. 
j of  Orange  Walk  Town  at  B.C.R.E  (RM).  A rare 

I winter  visitor  in  Panama,  and  the  first  to  be  re- 

i corded  in  Veraguas,  2 imm.  male  Ruby-throat- 
ed Hummingbirds  were  seen  near  Mariato  16 
j Feb  (ph.  KG). 


WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  oc- 
curs locally  in  n.  Central  America. 
In  Guatemala,  3 s.  of  Paso  Caballos 
13  Dec  (ph.  JPC)  and  one  at  Rio 
Sacluc,  6 km  sw.  of  Paso  Caballos  2 
Jan  (ph.  JPC),  both  in  Peten  nw.  of 
L.  Peten  Itza,  were  80  km  s.  of  the 
nearest  known  population  in  Tabas- 
co, Mexico.  Sixteen  km  nw.  of  Paso 
Caballos,  a female  Great  Antshrike 
27  Jan  (RMc,  MC)  established  the 
northernmost  record  for  Guatemala. 
Caribbean  Elaenia  has  been  confirmed  breed- 
ing in  Belize  only  on  Caye  Caulker,  where  it 
was  long  thought  to  be  resident;  however, 
none  had  been  reported  from  there  since 
2007 — until  this  winter,  when  one  was  seen  22 
Jan  (ph.  KEa,  HB,  DC,  CD,  JH).  Paltry  Tyran- 
nulet  is  rare  in  lowland  forests  of  the  Guate- 
malan Caribbean  slope.  One  at  Finca  Ixobel, 
s.  of  Popttin  1 Dec  (ph.  JHa)  provided  the  first 
documented  record  for  Peten.  A Bran-colored 
Flycatcher  in  pastures  e.  of  Betzaida,  Darien  9 
Dec  (KA,  JZ,  m.ob.),  while  possibly  a vagrant, 
may  signal  a recent  or  pending  eastward  range 
extension  for  this  species,  following  corridors 
of  cleared  forest. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Los  Tarrales  Re- 
serve 20  Dec  (ph.  JB,  JPC,  JLL)  was  noteworthy, 
as  this  species  is  an  uncommon  and  irregular 
winter  resident  in  Guatemala.  In  Honduras,  a 
Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  at  Parque  Los  Nara- 
njos, L.  Yojoa,  Cortes  2 Jan  (OK)  was  unexpect- 
ed, as  there  are  few  winter  records  for  Central 
America.  Also  in  Honduras,  a Cassin’s  Kingbird 
was  at  Santa  Ana,  Francisco  Morazdn  23  & 26 
Jan  (ph.  jy  RJ),  and  what  may  have  been  the 
same  individual  was  there  2 & 4 Apr  (JV).  A 
male  and  female  Lovely  Cotinga  seen  during  the 
Tikal  N.P  Christmas  Bird  Count  14  Dec  (KE, 
MC,  RC,  TO  were  a real  treat,  as  this  highly 
sought-after  species  can  be  frustratingly  difficult 
to  find  in  the  Caribbean  lowlands  of  Guatemala 
and  Belize.  Rarely  reported  on  the  Guatemalan 
Pacific  slope,  a White-eyed  Vireo  seen  17  Dec 
OLD  was  a first  for  Los  Tarrales  Reserve.  A 
Green  Jay  in  the  tovm  of  La  Union,  Atlantida  23 
Feb  (ErH)  was  at  a site  in  Honduras  close  to  the 
coast  where  it  was  previously  unrecorded. 

Impressive  was  an  American  Dipper  in  Costa 
Rica’s  s.  Pacific  lowlands  at  Esquinas  Rainfor- 
est Lodge,  La  Gamba,  Puntarenas  9 Jan  (CG, 
ph.  MG).  This  bird  was  near  sea  level,  far  from 
mountain  streams  along  the  Continental  Divide 
where  it  is  expected.  Tropical  Mockingbird  has 
only  recently  colonized  Costa  Rica  and  is  still 
not  well  established  in  the  Central  Valley  where 
it  first  appeared.  A bird  at  1350-m  Mata  de 
Platano,  San  Jose  near  the  Continental  Divide 
12  Dec  (UOCR,  SV,  ph.  EL)  marked  the  high- 


Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  has  a spotty  distribution  in  north- 
ern Central  America.  Nowhere  common,  scattered  populations 
are  found  in  lowland  pine  savannas  from  Belize  to  northern 


Nicaragua,  in  mangroves  and  arid  scrub  near  the  Gulf  of  Fonseca 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in  a few  submontane  and  montane 
pine  and  oak  forests  in  Guatemala  and  Honduras.  In  winter 
2011-2012,  a new  population  was  discovered  in  Guatemala  in 
yet  another  ecosystem,  Caribbean  lowland  broadleaf  forest  in 
northwestern  Peten,  at  least  80  km  from  the  nearest  known 
population  in  Mexico.  The  bird  seen  here  was  one  of  three  found 
near  Paso  Caballos  on  1 3 December  201 1 . Another  bird  was  seen 
6 kilomenters  southwest  of  Paso  Caballos  along  the  Rio  Sacluc 
on  2 January  2012.  Photograph  by  Jan  Axel  Cubilla. 


Paltry  Tyrannulet  reaches  the  northern  limit  of  its  range  in 
Central  America  in  central  Guatemala  and  extreme  southern 
Belize.  This  individual,  found  1 December  2011  in  Finca 
Ixobel  near  Poptiin,  provided  the  first  documented  record 
for  Guatemala's  Peten  District.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Harding. 


Providing  only  the  third  record  for  Honduras,  an  American  Pipit 
was  at  Cerro  de  Hula  in  Santa  Ana  from  1 2 December  201 1 until 
20  February  2012  (here).  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 
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Rarely  recorded  in  Honduras,  this  Nashville  Warbler  was  seen 
in  pine-oak  forest  near  Santa  Ana  in  Francisco  Morazan  on  7 
January  2012.  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 


One  of  two  Savannah  Sparrows  found  in  Honduras  this  winter 
was  this  one  seen  on  several  dates  between  2 January  (here) 
and  12  February  2012.  The  other  one  was  found  in  Santa  Ana  on 
23  February  2012.  Both  were  feeding  in  weedy  fields  with  flocks 
of  Grasshopper  Sparrows.  Photograph  by  John  van  Dort. 


Following  the  report  of  a female  at  Refugio  Bartola  on  29 
December  2011,  this  male  Scarlet-thighed  Dacnis  and  three 
females  were  found  in  a mixed-species  flock  there  six  days  later, 
thus  confirming  the  first  record  for  Nicaragua  and  a new  north- 
ernmost outpost  for  the  species.  Photograph  byMaxime  Pastore. 

est  elevation  yet  for  the  species  in  Costa  Rica. 
An  American  Pipit  at  Santa  Ana  12  Dec  (OK) 
through  20  Feb  (ph.  JY  RJ)  made  the  first  recent 
report  for  Honduras  and  only  the  3rd  for  the 
country.  This  individual  may  have  been  joined 
by  one  or  even  2 other  birds  in  Jan,  but  more 
than  one  bird  was  never  seen  at  the  same  time. 
By  all  accounts,  this  was  not  a Cedar  Waxwing 
invasion  winter.  The  only  report  in  the  Region 
came  from  Guatemala,  where  15  were  seen  at 
Fmca  El  Pilar  25  Feb  (ph.  CA,  CE,  JW). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  EUPHONIAS 

Tikal  is  proving  to  be  one  of  the  most  reli- 
able sites  on  the  mainland  in  the  Region  to 
find  Swainson’s  Warbler  in  winter.  Two  were 
found  in  the  park  on  the  Tikal  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
(RMc,  RC,  TC).  A Nashville  Warbler  at  Zamo- 
rano  University  was  notable  25  Dec  (OK),  as 


was  another  found  30  km  away  in  Santa  Ana 
7 Jan  (ph.  JV).  An  ad.  male  Mourning  Warbler 
observed  carefully  in  Cayala  Park,  Guatemala 
City  5 Jan  (HW,  JC)  was  the  first  to  be  recorded 
in  Guatemala  in  winter.  Having  banded  about 
1000  MacGillivray’s  Warblers  in  Idaho,  HW 
was  able  to  confidently  rule  out  this  closely 
similar  species.  Although  not  rare  in  n.  Belize, 
Palm  Warbler  is  seldom  seen  in  s.  Belize  in 
winter.  One  reported  at  Orange  Pt.,  Toledo  on 
the  Punta  Gorda  C.B.C.  30  Dec  (MH  et  al.)  and 
confirmed  the  following  day  (LJ)  was  therefore 
noteworthy.  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  at  Santo 
Domingo,  Heredia  20  Jan  (UOCR,  ph.  WS)  is 
worth  noting,  as  it  has  not  been  reported  in 
recent  years  in  Costa  Rica.  Although  a casual 
winter  visitor  to  Costa  Rica,  a male  Prairie  War- 
bler in  Marenco  in  the  nw.  corner  of  the  Osa 
Pen.,  Puntarenas  25  Dec  (AD)  was  the  2nd  to 
be  reported  in  Costa  Rica  since  the  fall;  the  first 
was  near  La  Selva  on  9 Oct.  In  Panama,  a Prairie 
Warbler  w.  of  Penonome,  Code  15  Dec  (]Z,  KA, 
m.ob.)  was  likely  a provincial  first.  In  Guate- 
mala, an  ad.  male  Golden-cheeked  Warbler  was 
seen  in  cloud  forest  of  the  Los  Andes  Reserve, 
Sudritepequez  8 Jan  (ph.  HW),  adding  to  note- 
worthy winter  records  in  cloud  forest  habitat.  A 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  seen  at  Cano  Negro,  Ala- 
juela  13  Feb  QZ)  apparently  was  a first  for  this 
heavily  birded  location  in  n.  Costa  Rica. 

Scarlet-thighed  Dacnis  was  reported  for 
the  first  time  in  Nicaragua  when  a female  was 
discovered  29  Dec  in  a garden  at  Refugio  Bar- 
tola,  Rio  San  Juan  (JHr,  SG).  On  4 Jan,  a male 
and  3 females  were  observed  in  a mixed-spe- 
cies flock  in  the  same  garden  (ph.  MP,  JAO), 
and  at  least  2 were  still  present  the  next  day 
(MP,  JAO).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  Ft.  San 
Lorenzo,  Colon  3 Dec  (SO)  provided  a first  for 
Panama;  however,  given  its  proximity  to  the 
Caribbean  entrance  to  the  Panama  Canal  and 
the  fact  that  the  species  normally  winters  n.  of 
Central  America,  the  possibility  that  this  bird 
represented  a ship-assisted  vagrant  cannot  be 
dismissed.  On  the  other  hand,  a pattern  of  gen- 
uine vagrancy  has  been  established  in  n.  Cen- 
tral America,  with  two  records  from  Guatemala 
and  five  from  Belize.  Two  Savannah  Sparrows 
were  found  in  Honduras  this  winter.  The  first 
was  at  the  Zamorano  University  campus  2 Jan 
(ph.  JV,  RJ).  This  bird  associated  with  a flock 
of  up  to  49  Grasshopper  Sparrows  in  weedy 
farm  fields  until  12  Feb  (OK,  ph.  KL,  PSt).  An- 
other was  found  at  Santa  Ana  23  Feb  QV)  in 
an  area  where  Grasshopper  Sparrows  were  also 
abundant.  In  Panama,  a Grasshopper  Sparrow 
seen  near  the  town  of  Code  (near  Penonome), 
Code  21  Jan  QAC)  provided  the  first  confirmed 
record  of  the  species  in  the  country  since  the 
late  1960s.  Because  it  was  found  within  the 
historical  breeding  range  of  the  endemic  resi- 


dent subspecies  beatriceae,  this  may  represent  a 
rediscovery  of  this  taxon  rather  than  a vagrant. 

In  s.  Belize,  4 Dickcissels  were  at  The  Dump, 
Toledo  4 Jan  (LJ),  providing  further  evidence 
that  the  species  winters  there  in  small  numbers. 

It  has  been  found  there  in  Dec  nearly  every  year 
since  2005.  Also  in  s.  Belize,  2 Spot-breasted 
Orioles  were  present  throughout  the  period  at 
Coral  House  Inn,  Punta  Gorda  (LJ  et  al),  where 
they  were  first  reported  last  Feb.  As  noted  in  the 
last  issue.  Elegant  Euphonias  invaded  the  Zamo- 
rano University  campus  in  autumn;  the  campus 
is  located  in  a dry  valley  at  about  780  m eleva- 
tion. Small  groups  of  these  euphonias,  usually 
organized  in  pairs  and  sometimes  in  company 
with  Scrub  Euphonias,  were  seen  almost  daily 
throughout  the  first  half  of  the  period,  with  a 
maximum  of  7 on  29  Dec  (OK);  abundance  di- 
minished through  Jan,  and  the  latest  sighting 
was  of  a pair  on  5 Feb  (OK,  KL).  The  invasion  | 
was  timed  to  track  the  fruiting  of  a common 
mistletoe  species.  Although  Elegant  Euphonia  is 
not  rare  in  much  of  the  Region,  data  on  altitudi- 
nal and  other  movements  are  scarce. 
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It  was  an  exciting  winter  in  the  Bahamas, 
with  three  new  species  added  to  the  Bahamas 
and  the  West  Indies  list:  Swainson’s  Hawk, 
Homed  Lark,  and  Bell’s  Vireo.  In  addition,  nu- 
merous rarities  were  detected,  including  Turks 
and  Caicos’  second  White  Ibis.  The  weather  was 
warm  and  dry,  encouraging  birders  to  get  out- 
side. Among  the  166  species  of  birds  reported 
during  10  days  at  Cuba  (WS,  MG)  were  some 
notable  numbers  of  endemics  and  unexpected 
migrants.  At  the  southern  end  of  the  Lesser 
Antilles  at  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines,  un- 
usually high  rainfall  during  late  2011  provided 
good  conditions  for  waders  and  waterfowl. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Three  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  were  noted 
at  a Cayo  Coco  lagoon,  Cuba  12  Feb  (WS,  MG 
et  al),  one  of  the  few  reports  from  that  area.  One 
was  photographed  at  Mannings  Bay,  St.  Croix, 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands  21  Jan  and  17  Feb,  surely  the 
same  bird  noted  in  this  area  21  Oct  2011  (LDY). 
This  threatened  species  has  been  extirpated  as 
breeder  from  the  e.  Puerto  Rico  Bank  for  de- 
cades. A resident  Canada  Goose  remained  at 
Treasure  Cay  G.C.,  Abaco  throughout  the  period 
(EB).  Two  Gad  walls  were  present  at  Harrold  and 
Wilson  Ponds  N.P.,  New  Providence  18  Dec-7 
Feb  (PD,  TH,  NM,  WP,  m.ob.);  one  was  at  Cayo 
Coco,  Cuba  12  Feb  (WS,  MG  et  al.).  American 
Wigeons  were  scarce  in  the  Bahamas  this  win- 
ter, with  one  reported  during  count  week  on 


the  New  Providence  C.B.C.  and  probably  the 
same  bird  seen  Blue  Shark  G.C.  27  Dec  (TH, 
WP).  Seven  were  at  Mannings  Bay,  St.  Croix 

16  Dec-17  Feb  (LDY,  CCB).  Levesque  counted 
320  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Cosier,  Guadeloupe 
23  Feb,  and  up  to  60  were  at  various  locations 
around  Mustique  26  Jan-9  Feb  (MP),  double 
the  previous  high  count  of  30  in  1998.  A female 
Northern  Shoveler  was  at  Great  Pond,  St.  Croix 
7 &18  Dec  (LDY,  GTG);  another  was  at  Coakley 
Bay  Salt  Pond,  St.  Croix  18  Dec  (CCB),  while  an 
ad.  male  was  photographed  at  Krause  Lagoon 
12  Jan  (LDY)  and  at  Mannings  Bay,  St.  Croix 

17  Feb  (LDY,  CCB).  Seven  Northern  Pintails 
were  counted  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba  13  Feb  (WS, 
MG  et  al.).  The  long-staying  Garganey  was  still 
present  in  Devonshire  Marsh,  Bermuda  through 
29  Feb  and  later  (AD). 

Six  Redheads  were  noted  at  Seis  Vias  Res., 
La  Boca,  Cuba  8 Feb  (WS,  MG  et  al.),  for  one  of 
the  few  reports  of  this  species  this  season.  Three 
Ring-necked  Ducks  were  seen  at  Gaschet  Res., 
Guadeloupe  15  Dec  (AL).  A Greater  Scaup  was 
seen  at  Blue  Shark  G.C.,  New  Providence  3 Dec 
and  then  moved  to  Hobby  Horse  L.  (fomierly 
known  as  Cable  Beach  Pond),  New  Providence, 
where  it  was  last  seen  7 Feb  (PD,  LL,  LH,  LHu, 
TH,  EB,  TW,  WP).  This  species  is  rare  in  the 
Bahamas,  and  most  records  are  of  banded  birds 
shot  by  hunters.  Seven  Lesser  Scaup  were  pres- 
ent on  Mustique  26  Jan-9  Feb  (fide  MP),  be- 
lieved to  be  a new  species  for  St.  Vincent  and 
the  Grenadines.  Up  to  3 Hooded  Mergansers 
were  seen  at  Albany  G.C.  and  nearby  Blue 
Shark  G.C.,  both  on  New  Providence,  during 
the  winter  season  (PD,  WP,  TH).  A Red-breasted 
Merganser  was  noted  at  Cabo  Rojo,  Puerto  Rico 
29  Jan  (JMo).  An  ad.  male  Masked  Duck,  rare  in 
the  Virgin  Islands,  was  seen  at  Prosperity  Pond, 
St.  Croix  6 Jan  (LDY),  and  a pair  was  at  the  same 
location  22  Feb  (LDY,  LEY).  A single  ad.  male 
was  also  at  Longford  Lower  Pond,  St.  Croix  9 
Feb  (LDY).  A wintering  Ruddy  Duck  was  last 
seen  on  Mid-Ocean  G.C.,  Bermuda  5 Feb  (AD). 
Three  Ruddy  Ducks  were  at  Francis  Bay,  St. 
John,  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands  16  Dec  (LB),  where 
they  are  regular. 

Two  American  Flamingos  at  Peterson  Cay  and 
Fortune  Beach,  Grand  Bahama  19-21  Dec  were 
completely  unexpected  (ph.  DM,  BR,  RC,  DR, 
EG).  On  13  Feb,  one  was  seen  on  Joker’s  Cays,  n. 
of  Andros  (HE,  MJ).  Two  Bermuda  Petrels  were 


heard  calling  overhead  at  10  p.m.  in  Tucker’s 
Town  Bay  17  Feb  (JM) — the  first  time  the 
birds  have  been  heard  over  mainland  Bermuda 
for  perhaps  350  years  and  another  sign  of  the 
recovery  of  this  species.  A flock  of  over  1000 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  was  seen  off  Northeast 
Point,  Cat  L,  Bahamas  19  Jan  (NM).  Bracey  and 
Kleim  observed  16  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  24 
Jan  and  10  on  16  Feb  a few  km  off  Great  Guana 
Cay,  Abaco.  A White-tailed  Tropicbird  seen  26 
Feb  in  the  same  area  off  Great  Guana  Cay  was 
early  (KK).  Two  Wood  Storks  were  noted  at  Las 
Salinas  on  the  Zapata  Peninsula,  Cuba  10  Feb 
(WS,  MG  et  al).  Three  Magnificent  Frigatebirds 
over  Lyford  Cay,  New  Providence  19  Feb  (TW) 
were  unexpected.  Twenty  Masked  Boobies  at 
Brooks  Rock  colony,  Mustique,  included  five 
pairs,  5 single  birds,  and  5 fledged  imms.  5 Feb 
(MP).  Fifty  Brown  Boobies  off  Northeast  Point, 
Cat  1.  19  Jan  (NM),  one  off  Great  Guana  Cay  25 
Jan  (KK),  and  a Northern  Gannet  off  Hopetown 
21  Feb  (BW)  were  tbe  only  sulids  reported  in 
the  Bahamas  this  winter.  A Northern  Gannet 
was  seen  off  Warwick  Long  Bay,  Bermuda  30 
Dec  (RP).  An  American  White  Pelican  was  noted 
in  the  Marls  w.  of  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  25  Jan 
(NR).  Fifteen  were  counted  at  Guanahacabibes 
N.P,  in  w.  Cuba,  where  they  have  not  been 
encountered  before  (fide  WS,  MG).  An  imm. 
Brown  Pelican  flew  over  Nassau  Harbour,  New 
Providence  12  Dec  QT). 

In  Bermuda,  single  American  Bitterns  were 
seen  at  Pembroke  Marsh  27  Dec  (NM)  and  Mid- 
Ocean  G.C.  the  next  day  (AD).  Two  were  seen 
at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  6 Jan  (BP,  BH,  EB), 
and  singles  were  noted  at  Harrold  and  Wilson 
Ponds  N.P  21  & 31  Jan  (PD,  TH,  WP,  TW) 
and  on  San  Salvador  19  Feb  (MA).  Two  Least 


This  Greater  Scaup  was  at  New  Providence,  Bahamas  3 
December  201 1 through  7 February  2012  (here  24  January).  This 
species  is  rare  in  the  Bahamas;  most  records  are  of  banded  birds 
shot  by  hunters.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 
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Bitterns  were  observed  together  at  Mannings 
Bay,  St.  Croix  17  Feb;  the  most  recent  record 
for  St.  Croix  came  from  this  same  pond  17  Oct 
2006  (all  LDY,  CCB).  Snowy  Egrets  numbered 
95  at  Cosier,  Guadeloupe  23  Feb  (AL).  At  the 
Lagoon,  Mustique,  11  Snowy  Egrets  provided  a 
local  record  8 Feb  (previous  high  4);  half  were 
young  birds.  These  and  16  Little  Blue  Herons 
(largest  number  seen  at  one  time)  seemed  to 
be  roosting  at  nw.  corner  rather  than  the  usual 
Bird  Sanctuary  site,  where  2 Tricolored  Herons 
and  6 Black-crowned  Night-Herons  remained 
through  9 Feb  (MP).  A Black-crowned  Night- 
Heron  found  at  Cosier,  Guadeloupe  4 Dec  (AL) 
was  locally  rare.  An  imm.  White  Ibis  remained 
at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  through  29  Feb  (AD); 
another  was  at  Treasure  Cay  G.C.  12  Jan  and  at 
Gilpin  Pt.,  Abaco  2-11  Feb  (EB,  BH,  TW);  and 
3 were  at  Cargill  Cr.,  Andros  15  Feb  (MJ).  An 
imin.  White  Ibis  at  Wheeland,  Providenciales, 
Turks  & Caicos  3 Feb  received  much  publicity 
in  local  television  and  newspapers  in  support  of 
the  terntorys  wetlands  conservation  campaign 
(BMT,  ES).  The  ibis  was  thought  to  be  the  first 
for  the  territory,  but  one  was  photographed  on 
Sand  Cay  before  2006.  A Glossy  Ibis  was  at 
Bermuda  Airport  25-26  Jan  (DW). 

At  least  one  Osprey  was  present  at  various 
locations  in  Bennuda  all  season  (AD).  Single 
Northern  Harriers  were  reported  near  Treasure 
Cay  between  6 Dec  and  18  Feb,  with  2 seen  23 
Dec  (EB,  TH,  UN,  BH,  TW).  Four  Gundlachs 
Hawks  were  observed  near  Bermjas,  Cuba  9-14 
Feb  (WS,  MG  et  ah).  An  imm.  light-morph 
Swainson’s  Hawk  remained  at  the  fruit  farm 
near  Treasure  Cay  11  Jan+  (ph.  BH,  ph.  EB, 
TW),  making  the  first  record  for  the  Bahamas 
and  the  West  Indies.  A Peregrine  Falcon  was 
seen  at  various  locations  m Bermuda  through- 
out the  winter  (JM,  DBW  et  ah);  one  was  noted 
opposite  Young  L,  St.  Vincent  3 Feb  (MP). 

RAILS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Virginia  Rail  was  seen  briefly  at  Emerald  G.C., 


Grand  Bahama  28  Feb  (SR).  A Sora  was  noted 
at  the  Petite -Terre  Nature  Reserve,  Guadeloupe 
13  Dec  (AL).  An  imm.  Purple  Gallinule  was  at 
Pembroke  Marsh,  Bermuda  22-27  Jan  (NM);  an 
ad.  was  found  dead  along  Jubilee  Rd.,  Bermuda 
25  Jan  (DW).  Others  were  seen  at  Treasure  Cay 
G.C.  18  Dec  (EB),  Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds 
N.E  31  Jan  (PD,  TH,  WP),  and  Garden  of  the 
Groves,  Grand  Bahama  18  & 25  Feb  (LM,  DM, 
EG).  A Caribbean  Coot  remained  at  Blue  Shark 
G.C.  throughout  the  period.  Fifteen  American 
Oystercatchers  at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve, 
Guadeloupe  13  Jan  (AL)  made  a high  number 
for  one  location.  An  American  Avocet  was  at 
Emerald  G.C.  6 (BP,  EB)  & 20  Jan  (M&DO)  and 
18  Feb  (LM);  another  was  at  Red  Salina,  Grand 
Turk  24  Feb  (A&MP). 

High  counts  for  shorebirds  on  Green  Turtle 
Cay  included  60  Black-bellied  Plovers  11  Jan, 
18  Wilsons  Plovers  24  Feb,  13  Piping  Plovers 
7 Dec,  40  Red  Knots  23  Dec,  50  Western 
Sandpipers  1 1 Jan,  2 Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
24  Feb,  175  Dunlins  7 Dec,  and  200  Short- 
billed Dowitchers  24  Feb  (EB).  A Red  Knot  was 
at  Mangrove  Bay,  Bermuda  5 Dec,  and  2 were 
at  Coopers  L,  Bermuda  9 Jan+  (DW).  Thirty 
Sanderlings  were  at  Grape  Bay,  Bermuda  29  Jan 
(TWh),  a high  count.  A Stilt  Sandpiper  was  at 
Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds  N.P.  28  Feb  (PD,  WP, 
TH);  369  were  counted  at  Petite-Terre  Nature 
Reserve,  Guadeloupe  13  Jan  (AL).  Twenty 
Willets  at  Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco  17  Dec  (RP,  EB) 
made  a high  count,  and  5 were  at  West  End, 
Grand  Bahama  6 Jan  (BP). 

A Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  in  Hamilton  Harbour, 
Bermuda  20  Feb  (NM);  2 were  at  West  End, 
Grand  Bahama  6 Jan  (BP,  RN),  one  at  Governor’s 
Harbour,  Eleuthera  8 Jan,  and  4 at  Dunmore 
Town,  Harbour  L,  Eleuthera  12  Jan  (both  GH). 
A Black-headed  Gull,  probably  the  same  one 
that  wintered  on  New  Providence  last  year,  was 
first  observed  in  Nassau  24  Dec  (CW,  m.ob.) 
and  overwintered.  A Ring-billed,  a Lesser  Black- 
backed,  and  a Herring  Gull  were  noted  at  Cayo 
Coco,  Cuba  12-13  Feb  (WS,  MG  et 
ah).  A first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  spent  22 


This  Swainson's  Hawk  at  Abaco,  Bahamas  1 1 January  (here)  through  the 
end  of  February  2012  furnished  the  first  record  for  the  Bahamas  and  the 
West  Indies.  It  stayed  on  a former  fruit  farm  that  was  being  plowed  over 
to  grow  new  crops.  It  became  acclimated  to  the  farm  equipment  and  often 
followed  the  heavy  equipment  and  fed  on  mice  that  were  flushed  as  the 
bush  was  being  cleared.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Hallett. 


. . 

Two  Horned  Larks  found  on  New  Providence,  Bahamas  6-10  (here  10) 
January  2012  were  the  first  ever  recorded  in  the  Bahamas  and  the  West 
Indies.  One  remained  until  at  least  27  January,  feeding  with  a flock  of 
65  Least  Sandpipers  on  a golf  course.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


Dec-26  Feb  in  Hamilton  Harbour,  Bermuda 
QM);  a third-cycle  bird  was  around  the  East  End 
of  Bennuda  1 Jan-i-  (AD,  PW).  A Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  seen  at  the  Havana  waterfront, 
Cuba  14  Feb  (WS,  MG  et  ah);  one  at  Petit  Cul 
de  Sac  Marin,  Guadeloupe,  first  seen  11  Jan, 
provided  one  of  the  southernmost  reports  in  the 
Region.  A Gull-billed  Tern  was  at  Las  Salinas, 
Zapata,  Cuba  10  Feb  (WS,  MG  et  ah).  Forster’s 
Terns  were  seen  regularly  in  the  Sea  of  Abaco 
throughout  Jan  (EB,  BH),  and  one  was  at  Bootle 
Bay,  Grand  Bahama  8 Jan  (RN).  Twenty  Forster’s 
Terns  were  counted  at  Seis  Vias  Res.,  Cuba  8 
Feb  (WS,  MG  et  al.).  A Sandwich  Tern  was  at 
Montague  Beach,  Nassau  5-7  Feb  (PD). 

At  Bermejas,  Cuba’s  famed  quail-dove  area, 
a Gray-fronted  and  6 Blue-headed  Quail-Doves 
were  found  9 Feb  (WS,  MG  et  al.).  Six  Ruddy 
Quail-Doves  were  seen  at  Bequia,  St.  Vincent 
and  the  Grenadines  27  Jan  (MP).  Three  Yellow- 
billed  Cuckoos  were  found  together  at  Smith’s 
Hills,  Bermuda  27  Dec  QM).  Barn  Owls  raised 
a family  at  Norman’s  Cay,  Exumas,  very  close 
to  Little  Wax  Cay,  where  the  critically  endan- 
gered Bahamian  Hutia  (Geocapromys  mgraha- 
mi),  a nocturnal  rodent,  resides  (CM,  /ide  SB). 
An  unidentified  nighthawk  was  seen  over  St. 
Georges  G.C.,  Bermuda  29  Dec  (PW).  Bracey 
and  Hallett  found  an  imm.  male  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  at  the  fruit  farm,  Abaco  13  Jan. 

PASSERINES 

Single  Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  Spittal  Pond 
and  Botanical  Gardens,  Bennuda  14  Dec-i-  (AD, 
NM);  others  were  seen  on  Abaco  at  the  Treasure 
Cay  Airport  8 Dec  (EB,  TH)  and  Bahama  Palm 
Shores  18  Dec  (EB).  A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
was  seen  at  Blue  Shark  G.C.  1 1 Feb  (PD,  WP, 
LH).  A Bell’s  Vireo  banded  and  photographed 
on  San  Salvador  19  Jan  (MA)  is  the  first  for  the 
Bahamas  and  West  Indies.  A Blue -headed  Vireo 
was  at  Moxie’s  Nursery,  Abaco  2 Jan  (CW,  BT). 
A Yellow-throated  Vireo  was  seen  in  St.  Georges, 
Bennuda  21  Jan  (PW).  Two  Horned  Larks, 
the  first  for  the  West  Indies  and  the  Bahamas, 
were  at  Albany  G.C.,  New  Providence  6 Jan, 
and  one  was  there  27  Jan  (PD, 
ph.  TH,  WP,  CW,  ph.  LHu,  EB, 
TW).  An  early  Purple  Martin  was 
over  Wreck  Rd.,  Bermuda  22 
Feb  (DBW).  The  first  Caribbean 
Martins  at  Pomte  a Pitre, 
Guadeloupe  were  5 noted  25  Jan 
(AL).  Six  Caribbean  Martins  were 
seen  foraging  near  Young  L,  St. 
Vincent  3 Feb  (MP).  Three  Bam 
Swallows  were  seen  near  Bequia 
airport,  St.  Vincent  28  Jan  (MP). 

Six  Zapata  Wrens  were  count- 
ed at  La  Turba,  upper  Zapata 
Peninsula,  Cuba  10  Feb  (WS,  MG 
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et  al).  A Winter  Wren  was  at  Horseshoe  Dunes, 
Bermuda  8 Jan  (AD).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
was  seen  in  the  Smith’s  Hills,  Bermuda  27  Dec 
(JM);  another  wintered  at  Garden  of  the  Groves, 
Grand  Bahama  where  one  wintered  last  year; 
and  one  was  seen  at  West  End,  Grand  Bahama  6 
Jan  (both  BP,  EB,  BH).  A Hermit  Thrush  on  the 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  8 Jan  was  unexpected 
(EB,  BP,  RN).  A very  late  Swainson’s  Thrush 
was  seen  in  St.  Georges,  Bermuda  27  Dec 
(PW).  A Hermit  Thrush  was  seen  at  Morgan’s 
Pt.,  Bermuda  6 Dec  (DW),  with  another  at 
Springfield  N.R.,  Bermuda  17-21  Jan  (DW).  An 
American  Robin  at  was  at  Government  House, 
Bermuda  6-16  Dec  (RG).  Three  American  Pipits 
were  at  Bermuda  Airport  31  Jan-r  (PW);  3 and 
5 were  at  the  Abaco  fruit  farm  on  31  Jan  and  23 
Feb,  respectively  (EB,  TW,  BH). 

Of  2 5 species  of  warblers  recorded  in  Bermuda 
during  the  season,  the  most  notable  were:  a 
Blue-winged  Warbler  18  Jan-2  Feb  at  Hog 
Bay  Park  (DW);  a Yellow  Warbler  at  Pembroke 
Marsh  1 Jan  (NM);  a Swainson’s  Warbler  at 
Morgan’s  Pt.  6 Dec  (DW);  Bermuda’s  2nd 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  at  Spittal  Pond  27  Dec 
(AD,  RG,  KR);  and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  along 
Wreck  Rd.  24  Jan-i-  (DBW).  Uncommon  war- 
blers seen  in  the  Bahamas  this  -winter  included  a 
Blue'-winged  Warbler  near  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 
22  Jan  and  12  Feb  (EB,  BM,  TW),  a Kirtland’s 
Warbler  at  Hole-in-the-Wall,  Abaco  6 Dec  (EB, 
TH)  and  3 there  12  Jan  (EB,  BH)  and  on  San 
Salvador  24  Jan  (MA),  a Yellow  Palm  Warbler  at 
Treasure  Cay  1 Feb  (TW,  EB),  a Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  at  the  fruit  farm  2 Jan  (EB,  UN), 
a Wilson’s  Warbler  at  Treasure  Cay  Dump  6 Dec 
(TH,  EB),  and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  banded 
on  San  Salvador  24  Jan  (MA).  At  St.  Croix,  a 
female  Hooded  Warbler  was  observed  several 
times  at  the  Oxford  Rd.  stream  12  Dec+,  and 
a male  was  seen  28  Jan  (LDY).  A Palm  Warbler 


was  observed  on  Mannings  Bay  road,  St.  Croix 
16  Dec,  and  a male  Prothonotary  Warbler  was 
observed  on  the  Great  Pond  berm,  St.  Croix  7 
Dec  (LDY).  At  Guadeloupe,  Levesque  reported  7 
American  Redstarts,  6 Northern  Waterthrushes, 
and  2 Ovenbirds  at  Beautiran  20  Jan. 

Cuban  Grassquits  are  increasingly  uncom- 
mon because  of  the  cage  bird  trade.  Only  6 were 
found  at  San  Diego  Los  Banos  5 Feb  (WS,  MG 
et  al).  Marvil  found  a Chipping  Sparrow  at  the 
Abaco  fruit  farm  18  Jan,  and  Manfredi  found 
one  in  the  pine  woods  of  Grand  Bahama  19 
Feb.  A Swamp  Sparrow  -wintered  at  Devonshire 
Marsh,  Bermuda  11  Dec+  (AD).  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  turned  up  at  Reef  G.C.,  Grand 
Bahama  8 Jan  (EB,  RN).  A Summer  Tanager 
-wintered  in  Bermuda,  last  seen  on  Wreck  Rd. 
25  Feb  (AD);  3 were  seen  repeatedly  by  many 
in  Jan  and  Feb  at  Garden  of  the  Groves,  Grand 
Bahama,  and  one  was  noted  at  Cayo  Coco,  Cuba 
13  Feb  (WS,  MG  et  al).  A Scarlet  Tanager  was 
also  seen  at  Garden  of  the  Groves  7 Jan  (EB, 
RN).  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  s.  Abaco 
27  Dec  (VB)  and  along  Waterloo  Rd.,  Nassau 

22  Jan  (PD).  A Blue  Grosbeak  was  seen  on  Port 
Royal  G.C.,  Bermuda  27  Dec  (PH,  NP),  with 
other  singles  in  St.  Georges,  Bermuda  21  Jan 
(PW),  at  Florida,  Puerto  Rico,  near  Rio  Blanco 

23  Jan  OMo),  and  near  William  Pond,  St  Croix 
22  Feb  (LEY,  LDY). 

The  poultry  farm  on  Abaco  hosted  a 
Dickcissel  21  Jan  (EB).  A Bobolink  was  seen 
at  the  Treasure  Cay  Dump  on  the  late  date  of 
7 Dec  by  Bracey  and  Hepburn.  A Red--winged 
Blackbird  was  discovered  at  Pembroke  Marsh, 
Bermuda  25-29  Feb  (NM).  Two  Boat-tailed 
Crackles  were  seen  repeatedly  at  Hobby  Horse 
L,  New  Providence  3 Dec-24  Jan  (FS,  WP, 
PD,  TH,  TW).  A Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  St. 
Augustine  College,  Nassau  28  Feb  (PD);  2 were 
at  El  Yunque,  Puerto  Rico  24  Jan  QMo). 


Corrigendum:  The  fall  2011  report  for  Lesser 
Scaup  at  Southgate  Pond  10  Nov  (CCB)  should 
have  indicated  23  birds,  not  19. 
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Hawaiian  Islands) 


Peter  Donaldson 


The  weather  in  winter  2011-2012  was  a 
bit  unusual,  -with  persistent  trade  winds 
continuing  through  December.  (The  trade 
winds  usually  break  down  earlier  in  the  fall.) 
Kauai  and  the  windward  (east-facing)  areas  of 
Hawaii  Island  had  a rather  wet  season,  while 
drought  conditions  continued  over  leeward  ar- 
eas, especially  on  Hawaii  and  Maui.  Overall,  dry 
conditions  have  persisted  for  several  years,  with 
severe  drought  affecting  parts  of  the  main  Hawai- 
ian Islands  since  June  2008.  Observer  coverage 
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was  good,  with  an  unusual  amount  of  reporting 
from  the  remote  northwestern  islands. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORM-PETRELS 

Few  migrant  geese  were  reported  this  winter.  A 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  on  Molokai  1.  4 & 
8 Dec  (LT),  likely  one  of  the  2 seen  there  over  the 
fall,  was  the  only  one  reported  over  the  winter. 
Greater  White-fronteds  are  rare  in  the  Region. 
Single  Brant  were  seen  in  the  Kona  district  of  Ha- 
waii I.  and  in  Kaneohe,  Oahu  I.  Dec-Feb  (m.ob) 
and  at  Kealia  Pond  N.WR.,  Maui  I.  Jan+  (m.ob.). 
Single  Cackling  Geese  remained  at  Kona  S.T.P 
Dec-i-  and  the  Punamano  Unit  of  James  Campbell 
N.WR.  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  I.  Dec+  (m.ob.).  Brant 
and  Cacklings  are  the  most  regular  migrant  geese 
in  the  Region. 

Single  Gadwalls,  uncommon  in  the  Region, 
were  observed  at  the  Kona  S.T.P.  2 & 7 Dec 
(DD),  at  the  Maunaloa  settling  ponds  on  Molo- 
kai I.  5-13  Dec  (LT),  at  Aimakapa  Pond,  Hawaii 
I.  1 Jan  (RD),  and  at  Lokowaka  Pond,  Hawaii  I. 
24  Jan-14  Feb  (DR)  and  25  Feb  (DD).  A Blue- 
winged  Teal,  also  uncommon,  remained  at  the 
Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.WR.,  Oahu 
I.  6 Dec-19  Feb  (m.ob.).  A female  Garganey  was 
seen  at  Honouliuli  4 Dec  (PD,  RM)  and  1 1 & 26 
Feb  (PD).  A Garganey  was  also  reported  at  Ai- 
makapa Pond  29  Feb  (DP).  A female  goldeneye 
was  observed  at  the  Kuilima  S.T.P,  Oahu  I.  22 
Jan  (MW),  and  one  was  observed  at  the  Waiawa 
Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.WR.  the  same  day  (LT). 
No  photographs  or  detailed  descriptions  were 
received.  The  only  other  unusual  waterfowl  spe- 
cies reported  was  a Hooded  Merganser  at  the 
Punamano  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.WR.  10 
Dec  (KP)  and  11  Feb  (PD,  OJ).  A Pied-billed 
Grebe  found  in  Nov  2011  remained  at  Hon- 
ouliuli through  at  least  13  Feb  (KP,  OJ,  LT).  A 
Pied-billed  at  Whittington  Beach  Park,  Hawaii 
1.  13  Feb  (DC)  may  have  been  the  same  indi- 
vidual found  there  in  Oct  2011.  A large  grebe 
was  reported  at  Samuel  Spencer  Beach  Park,  Ha- 
waii I.  14  Dec  (ph,  JW  SM).  Although  the  bird 
was  photographed,  the  images  were  insufficient 
to  confirm  that  it  was  a grebe.  Repeated  efforts 
failed  to  relocate  the  bird. 

The  pair  of  Short-tailed  Albatross  (Endan- 
gered) that  nested  successfully  on  Midway  last 
winter  hatched  a chick  again  this  winter  Dec-r 
(PL).  Three  other  Short-taileds  were  also  ob- 
served on  Midway  (PL).  The  2 female  Short- 
taileds  that  have  nested  unsuccessfully  on  Kure 
Atoll  were  joined  by  another  (CV).  One  Short- 
tailed  was  observed  on  Laysan  I.  Dec+  (CR,  RK), 
and  another  was  seen  at  French  Frigate  Shoals  31 
Jan  (DRp).  Based  on  bands  and  plumage,  it  is  be- 
lieved there  were  1 1 different  Short-tailed  Alba- 
tross in  the  Region  over  the  winter — a new  high 
count.  A Tristram's  Storm-Petrel  was  recorded  on 
French  Frigate  Shoals  using  night-vision  video 
and  sound  recording  equipment  (DRp).  This 


species  is  rarely  reported  away  from  the  breeding 
islands  of  Nihoa,  Laysan,  and  Pearl  and  Hennes. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  PHALAROPES 

Two  White-faced  Ibis  remained  at  Honouliuli 
Dec+  (m.ob.),  2 were  at  Kealia  Pond  N.WR., 
Maui  1.  Jan+  (m.ob.),  and  singles  were  at  Kanaha 
7 Dec  (MN)  and  at  Hilo,  Hawaii  I.  1 Jan+  (RD, 
DR,  DC,  DD).  The  status  of  this  species  is  puz- 
zling. Although  there  have  been  continuous  re- 
ports for  many  years,  there  have  been  no  reports 
of  breeding  in  the  Region. 

A Northern  Harrier  was  photographed  along 
Keanakolu  Rd.,  Hawaii  I.  6 Dec  (DD),  and  one 
was  seen  at  Ohiapilo  Pond,  Molokai  I.  18  Jan 
(ADY).  A juv.  Peregrine  first  noted  in  Nov  re- 
mained on  Laysan  1.  through  14  Dec  (CR,  RK), 
while  a juv.  on  Midway  Atoll  first  seen  in  Nov 
remained  through  at  least  19  Feb  (DM,  EV).  One 
was  spotted  in  w.  Molokai  14  Dec  (LT),  while 
2 were  seen  together  on  Molokai  at  Kualapuu 
Res.  21  Dec  (LT).  Single  Peregrines  were  seen  on 
Oahu  on  Mount  Kaala,  Oahu  30  Jan  (LT)  and 
in  the  Koolau  Mts.  6 & 16  Feb  (LT),  while  one 
was  spotted  at  Hanalei  N.WR.  on  Kauai  I.  6 Feb 
(MG).  Northern  Harriers  and  Peregrine  Falcons 
are  both  rare  but  regular  in  the  Region.  It  is  hard 
to  tell  from  the  scattered  reports  how  many  Per- 
egrines were  present  in  the  main  islands. 

A Killdeer  was  seen  at  Kanaha  7 Dec  (MN). 
The  Wood  Sandpiper  first  seen  on  Laysan  in 
Sep  was  last  observed  6 Dec  (RK,  CR).  Wood 
Sandpipers  are  quite  rare  in  the  Region.  A Gray- 
tailed Tattler  found  on  Laysan  in  Sep  was  last 
seen  there  1 Dec  (RK,  CR),  Single  Gray-taileds 
were  obser\'ed  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  1.  9-10  Feb 
(KP),  and  one  was  on  Midway  16,  17,  & 19  Feb 
(EV).  Gray-taileds  are  reported  infrequently  but 
can  easily  be  passed  over  as  Wanderings.  A Spot- 
ted Sandpiper  was  seen  at  Kiholo  Bay,  Hawaii 
I.  9 Dec  and  27  Feb  (DD).  Single  Whimbrels, 
both  of  the  North  American  subspecies  hudsoni- 
cus,  wintered  on  Molokai  Dec-r  (ADY,  LT)  and 
at  the  Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.WR.  Dec-r 
(m.ob.).  Spotted  Sandpipers  and  Whimbrels 
are  both  uncommon  but  regular  in  the  islands. 
Good  numbers  of  Bristle-thighed  Curlews  win- 
tered on  the  main  islands,  with  counts  of  over  50 
birds  at  Kii  on  several  dates  through  the  season 
(m.ob.).  Small  numbers  of  Bristle-thigheds  also 
wintered  on  Molokai  I.  (ADY,  CJ,  LT)  and  along 
the  Kona  coast  of  Hawaii  I.  (m.ob.).  A Red  Knot 
was  observed  intermittently  at  Pouhala  Marsh, 
Oahu  3 Dec-15  Jan  (MW  et  al.).  Single  Curlew 
Sandpipers  wintered  on  Molokai  (LT,  ADY)  and 
in  the  Pearl  Harbor  area,  Oahu  (m.ob.).  Single 
Ruffs  were  seen  on  Laysan  6 Dec  (RK,  CR),  at 
Kanaha  13  Jan  (AW),  14  Jan  (KP),  and  27  Feb 
(DP).  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  unusually 
scarce  over  the  winter,  with  high  counts  of  only 
2 birds  at  various  locations  (m.ob.).  Single  snipe 
at  Pouhala  3 (MW)  & 4 Dec  (PD,  RM)  and  on 


Midway  2 (DM)  & 16  Feb  (EV)  were  probably 
both  Wilson’s  but  could  not  be  identified  with 
certainty.  The  most  unusual  shorebird  of  the  sea- 
son was  a Red-necked  Phalarope  at  Kealia  Pond 
7 Jan+  (ph.  RE,  MW  et  al.) — only  the  3rd  sub- 
stantiated record  for  the  main  islands. 

GULLS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Gulls  were  pretty  scarce  over  the  fall,  with  no  re- 
ports of  large  gulls.  As  usual,  small  numbers  of 
Laughing  and  Ring-billed  Gulls,  the  most  com- 
mon species  in  the  Region,  were  seen  at  various 
locations.  A Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  observed  at  the 
Kona  S.T.P  2 (RD)  61  7 Dec  (DD).  Bonaparte’s 
are  uncommon  in  the  Region.  Furnishing  a 6th 
record  for  the  main  islands,  a Black-legged  Kit- 
tiwake  was  seen  flying  by  Kaena  Pt.,  Oahu  1.  11 
Feb  (MR).  A Caspian  Tern  was  observed  in  the 
Nuupia  Ponds,  Kaneohe,  Oahu  1.  Jan-i-  (KP,  LT, 
MO,  OJ).  Caspians  are  uncommon  but  regular  in 
the  Region,  and  this  location  seems  to  be  favored 
by  the  species.  A Common  Tern,  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion, was  seen  at  Kii  several  times  19  Jan-10  Feb 
(SL,  m.ob.).  A Belted  Kingfisher  found  in  Hilo, 
Hawaii  I.  in  Oct  remained  through  the  period 
(DR).  Kingfishers  are  rare  in  the  Region  but  are 
conspicuous  enough  that  the  ones  that  do  occur 
are  likely  to  be  reported. 

PASSERINES 

1 received  an  unusually  high  number  of  reports 
of  rare  native  forest  birds  on  Kauai.  That  may  not 
be  a good  sign.  I suspect  that  people  are  trying 
to  see  the  Kauai  birds  now  because  they  think 
the  birds  may  not  be  there  to  see  in  the  not- 
too-distant  future.  They  may  well  be  right.  Two 
Puaiohi,  the  remaining  native  solitaire  on  Kauai, 
were  seen  16  Dec  in  the  Alakai  Swamp  (DK),  and 

2 were  seen  there  9 Feb  (DB).  One  Puaiohi  were 
seen  in  the  Alakai  25  Jan  (AW).  One  or  2 Akekee 
were  seen  in  the  Alakai  on  several  trips  (mostly 
on  guided  tours)  Dec+  (m.ob.),  with  3 birds  seen 
16  Dec  (DK).  The  only  reports  of  Akikiki  were  of 
2 birds,  one  ad.  and  one  juv.,  25  Jan  (AW).  These 
Kauai  forest  birds  are  all  Endangered. 

Contributors:  Dana  Bollin,  Daniel  Casey,  Reg 
David,  Arleone  Dibben-Young  (ADY),  Darren 
Dowell,  Richard  Fuller,  Marcel  Gahbauer,  Ha- 
waii Forest  & Trail  (H.ET.),  Cherith  Joao,  Oscar 
Johnson,  Robby  Kohley,  David  Kuhn,  Pete  Leary, 
Satoko  Lincoln,  Susan  Masta,  Dan  Maxwell, 
Richard  May,  Mike  Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Rob 
Pacheco,  Peter  Donaldson,  Kurt  Pohlman,  Doug 
Pratt,  Chuck  Probst,  David  Rankin,  Dan  Rapp  ; 
(DRp),  Martin  Renner,  Brooks  Rownd,  Camer- 
non  Rutt,  Lance  Tanino,  Cynthia  Vanderlip,  Eric 
VanderWerf,  Michael  Walther,  Alex  Wang,  Jay 
Withgott.  O 
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Abstract 

This  paper  updates  the  status  and  distribution 
of  43  bird  species  on  Isla  Cozumel,  Quintana 
Roo,  Mexico  through  early  2012,  Thirty-five  of 
these  species  are  confirmed  for  the  first  time, 
bringing  the  island’s  avifaunal  list  to  259  spe- 
cies, plus  one  distinctive  hybrid.  Many  of  the 
new  records  appear  to  be  associated  vnth  land- 
falling tropical  cyclones  at  Cozumel  or  in  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula  region,  includ- 
ing both  grounded/displaced 
migrants  and  species  that  are 
essentially  sedentary  residents 
in  the  region. 

Introduction 

Isla  Cozumel  is  located  16 
kilometers  off  the  north- 
eastern tip  of  the  Yucat- 
an Peninsula  in  the  Mex- 
ican state  of  Quintana 
Roo.  Mexico’s  largest  Ca- 
ribbean island,  Cozumel 
is  about  48  kilometers 
long  and  about  16  kilo- 
meters wide,  with  an  area  of 
647.33  square  kilometers.  Fer- 
ries transit  the  Canal  de  Yucatan 
daily,  moving  passengers  and  vehicles  between 
Playa  del  Carmen  and  the  island  town  of  San 
Miguel  de  Cozumel  (usually  called  San  Miguel), 
and  tourism  is  a mainstay  of  the  island’s  econ- 
omy as  well  as  the  adjacent  mainland’s.  Despite 
Cozumel’s  nearness  to  the  mainland,  the  island’s 
avifauna  has  many  dissimilarities,  its  more  Ca- 
ribbean affinity  detailed  by  Paynter  (1955)  and 
Bond  (1961).  Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  were 
the  first  to  compile  a complete  list  of  species  for 
Cozumel.  Their  total  includes  203  confirmed 
species,  plus  35  additional  species  considered 
hypothetical.  Later,  Howell  (2004)  updated  the 
list  to  224  species,  including  the  confirmation 
of  four  from  the  earlier  hypothetical  list.  In  re- 
cent decades,  birding  interest  in  the  island  has 
increased  (e.g.,  Buffa  and  Morris  1996),  which 
has  surely  been  one  factor  in  the  increase  in 
new  species  reported. 

This  paper  presents  information  43  species 
and  one  hybrid;  35  of  these  species  are  newly 
confirmed  for  the  island,  including  six  from  the 
hypothetical  list  and  eight  species  for  which 
new  data  on  status  and  distribution  are  pro- 


vided. Observations  made  by  the  author  from 
1995  through  2011  provide  much  of  the  mate- 
rial considered  herein.  The  author  spent  a total 
of  35  days  in  the  field  during  twelve  visits:  five 
September  trips  totaling  17  days,  four  October 
visits  to-  taling  10  days,  two  January  visits 
for  a total  of  five  days,  and  one 
May  visit  of  three  days.  Of 
P the  35  first  island  records,  17 
" were  made  by  other  observ- 
ers whose  contributions  result 
from  hundreds  of  additional 
hours  in  the  field.  These  observ- 
ers are  Giff  Beaton,  Benny  Cam- 
pos, Rafael  Chacon,  Jeremy  Gat- 
ten,  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Keith 
Hansen,  Nathan  Hentze,  Richard  C. 
Hoyer,  Ron  Huffman,  David  Klauber, 
Patricia  Lindsay,  Barbara  MacKinnon  de 
Montes,  Jorge  Montejo,  Amy  McAndrews, 
Shaibal  S.  Mitra,  Patty  O’Neill,  David  Salas 
Pacheco,  Rick  Taylor,  and  Charlie  Wright.  In 
cases  where  first  island  records  have  been 
previously  noted  in  the  literature,  the  relevant 
citation  is  cross-referenced  in  the  species  ac- 
counts, and  several  corrections  to  date  and  ob- 
server attribution  are  included.  Many,  though 
not  all,  of  the  birds  considered  herein  were 
photographed;  all  were  documented  by  field 
notes,  most  by  multiple  experienced  observers. 

The  species  accounts  highlight  two  aspects  of 
Cozumel’s  avifauna  that  are  underappreciated: 
first,  the  use  of  the  island  as  a stopover  point 
during  narrow  seasonal  windows  by  several  mi- 
grant species  that  are  infrequently  reported  in 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula  region;  and  second,  the 
effect  of  powerful  weather  systems  in  the  dis- 
placement of  migrants,  as  well  as  residents  from 
the  nearby  mainland,  to  the  island. 

Species  accounts 

• American  Wigeon  Anas  americana 
Howell  (2004)  lists  a female  on  1 December 
2000  as  the  only  record  for  Cozumel.  On  the 
eastside  coastal  road  on  1 November  2010, 
Dorothy  Copp,  Brian  Stech,  and  David  Salas 
Pacheco  studied  a male  of  this  species  in  a flock 
that  included  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks 
(Dendrocygna  autumnalis),  Blue-winged  Teal 
(Anas  discors),  and  Lesser  Scaup  (Aythya  affinis). 
This  species  is  probably  an  irregular  visitor  dur- 
ing the  late  fall  through  early  spring. 


• Hooded  Merganser  Lophodytes  cucullatus 
On  18  November  2001,  Giff  Beaton  located  a 
female-plumaged  bird  in  a pond  on  the  westside 
road  (Gomez  de  Silva  2002a).  This  sighting,  the 
first  for  Cozumel,  was  followed  by  the  10  Janu- 
ary 2005  discovery  of  a female-plumaged  bird 
in  a pond  on  the  eastside  road  photographed 
by  Amy  McAndrews  (Figure  1);  this  bird  was 
originally  reported  as  Red-breasted  Merganser 
(Mergus  senator-  Gomez  de  Silva  2005b).  Ad- 
ditionally, Keith  Hansen  encountered  what  was 
likely  the  same  individual  on  the  eastside  road 
on  1 February  2005  (date  incorrectly  given  as 
30  January  2005  in  Gomez  de  Silva  2005b). 

• Brown  Booby  Sula  leucogaster 

The  first  record  of  this  species  for  Cozumel  oc- 
curred at  Punta  Celerain  on  1 1 July  2004  when 
Shaibal  S.  Mitra  and  Patricia  Lindsay  noted 
three  subadult  birds  (Gomez  de  Silva  2004b). 
Additionally,  from  the  same  location  on  22  Sep- 
tember 2010,  the  author  observed  an  immature 
Brown  Booby  flying  50  meters  offshore  (Gomez 
de  Silva  2011a). 

• American  Bittern  Botaurus  lentiginosus 
MacKinnon  (2002)  lists  this  species  as  a winter 
visitor  on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula.  The  author 
has  seen  this  species  on  the  mainland  on  one 
occasion,  at  Las  Coloradas,  Yucatan  on  8 Oc- 


Figure  2.  American  Bittern  on  Cozumel,  25  September  2010. 
Photograph  by  Fred  Fiedler. 
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than  occasional  wander- 
ers from  the  mainland, 
but  recent  band  recover- 
ies indicate  that  Glossy 
Ibis  banded  in  Spain  have 
reached  Barbados  and 
Trinidad  (Norton  et  al. 
2011);  it  is  therefore  dif- 
ficult to  speculate  on  the 
provenance  of  the  Glossy 
Ibis  that  visit  Cozumel. 


Figure  3.  Adult  Blacfc-erowned  Night-Heron  on  Cozumel,  8 September  2011. 
Photograph  by  Benny  Campos. 


tober  2011.  While  on  the  eastside  road  on  25 
September  2010,  David  Salas  Pacheco  noted  an 
American  Bittern  flying  over  xeric  scrub;  Fred 
Fiedler  photographed  the  bird  for  the  first  Co- 
zumel record  (Figure  2;  Gomez  de  Silva  2011a). 
This  retiring  species  may  well  be  of  more  regu- 
lar occurrence  than  previously  realized. 

• Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
Nycticorax  nycticorax 

During  the  early  morning  of  1 1 July  2004,  Pa- 
tricia Lindsay  studied  an  adult  Black-crowned 
Night-Heron  standing  at  the  tide  line  on  a west 
island  beach  for  the  first  island  record  (Gomez 
de  Silva  2004b).  Another  adult  of  this  species 
was  photographed  by  Benny  Campos  on  the 
golf  course  at  the  Cozumel  Country  Club  on  8 
September  2011  (Figure  3). 

• Glossy  Ibis  Plegadisfalcinellus 

Howell  and  MacKinnon  de  Montes  (1989) 
detail  the  arrival  of  Glossy  Ibis  in  Mexico  and 
suggest  that  the  species  is  “a  likely  annual  visi- 
tor between  January  and  July”  to  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula.  They  note  a Cozumel  record  of  a 
Glossy  Ibis  on  4 June  and  12  July  1988.  Howell 
and  Webb  (1995)  also  list  the  species  as  a win- 
ter visitor  along  the  Quintana  Roo  coast.  The 
author  has  twice  encountered  this  species  feed- 
ing in  standing  water  on  a fairway  at  the  Co- 
zumel Country  Club  following  periods  of  dis- 
turbed weather.  One  adult  Glossy  was  present 
with  three  White  Ibis  (Eudocimus  albus)  on  24 
September  2001  (Gomez  de  Silva  2002a),  and 
two  adults  were  among  shorebirds  on  15  Oc- 
tober 2008.  On  both  occasions,  the  purplish- 
chestnut  plumage,  narrow,  bluish  facial  skin, 
and  dark  brown  eyes  indicated  Glossy  rather 
than  White-faced  (P  chihi)  or  hybrid.  Also  on 
5 October  2011,  the  author  studied  a distant 
Plegadis  that  was  probably  this  species  at  a pond 
on  the  eastside  road,  and  Ron  Huffman  stud- 
ied a bird  he  identified  as  this  species  along  the 
eastside  roadway  on  22  April  1999.  The  pattern 
of  sightings  on  Cozumel  may  suggest  a dispersal 
pattern  involving  the  Cuban  population  rather 


• Mississippi  Kite 
Ictinia  mississippiemis 
Barbara  MacKinnon  (pers.  comm.)  is  aware 
only  one  record  of  Mississippi  Kite  for  the  Yu- 
catan and  none  for  Quintana  Roo.  On  22  Sep- 
tember 2002,  the  author  observed  three  birds, 
two  adults  and  an  immature,  arriving  from  the 
west  and  soaring  over  fields  south  of  El  Cedral 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2003).  The  birds  perched  for 
eight  minutes  on  snags  of  an  isolated  tree  40 
meters  distant  before  continuing  in  a southeast- 
erly direction.  Field  notes  detail  the  adult  birds 
with  “gray  heads,  bodies,  and  underwings,  dark 
primaries  lacking  any  rufous,  and  long  black- 
ish tails.”  The  immature  bird  showed  a “dark 
gray  back,  blackish  tail  with  several 
light  bands,  and  a white  supercilium 
in  the  grayish  head.”  During  the  time 
of  this  observation,  powerful  Hur- 
ricane Isidore  was  making  landfall  at 
Telchac  Puerto,  Yucatan.  The  storm 
had  passed  to  the  east  of  Cozumel  on 
19  September,  looped  westward  over 
the  Cuba’s  Isla  de  la  Juventud  (Isle  of 
Youth)  20  September,  and  strength- 
ened throughout  the  next  day  as  it 
moved  toward  the  northern  Yucatan 
Peninsula.  The  arrival  of  these  mi- 
grants, furnishing  the  first  record  for 
Cozumel,  likely  resulted  from  Isidore’s 
passage.  Additionally,  the  author’s  ob- 
servation of  an  immature  Mississippi 
Kite  passing  southward 
over  the  San  Pedro  dump  at 
Ambergris  Caye,  Belize  (19 
km  south  of  Xcalak,  Mexi- 
co) on  27  September  2011 
suggests  that  this  species 
may  occur  sparingly  along 
the  Quintana  Roo  coast 
during  fall  migration. 


• Northern  Harrier 
Circus  cyaneus 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995) 
indicate  that  Northern 
Harrier  is  regularly  found 
in  proper  habitat  and  sea- 


son on  the  mainland.  On  8 October  1998,  the 
author  observed  an  immature  Northern  Har- 
rier flying  low  over  xeric  scrub  on  the  eastside 
coastal  road,  at  a distance  of  about  20  meters. 
Though  it  seems  likely  that  harriers  occur  at 
least  occasionally  on  Cozumel,  this  is  the  is- 
land’s only  record. 

• Sharp-shirmed  Hawk  Accipiter  striatus 
On  3 May  2000,  the  author  observed  an  adult  fe- 
male over  woodland  south  of  El  Cedral.  The  bird 
traveled  northward  slowly,  with  occasional  bursts 
of  rapid  flapping,  allowing  clear  study.  This  ob- 
servation represents  the  first  Cozumel  record  for 
this  species.  Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this 
species  as  hypothetical  for  Cozumel.  Within  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula  region,  Howell  (1989)  tallied 
108  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  all  immatures,  9-15 
October  1984  on  Isla  Perez,  Arrecife  Alacranes 
National  Park,  a small  island  about  130  kilome- 
ters north  of  Progreso,  Yucatm. 

• Broad-winged  Hawk  Buteo  platypterus 
The  migration  route  for  this  species  passes  to  the 
west  of  the  Yucatan  Peninsula,  with  very  few  re- 
cords within  the  region.  The  first  record  for  Co- 
zumel was  established  when  Rafael  Chacon  and 


figure  4.  Broad-winged  Hawk  on  Cozymel,  4 No¥ember  201 1 . 
Photograph  by  Mael  Chacon. 


Figure  5.  Broad-winged  Hawk  on  Cozumel,  8 February  2012. 
Photographs  by  Patty  O'M! 
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Figure  6.  American  Avocet  on  Cozumel,  1 0 September  2003. 
Photograph  by  Rafael  Chacon. 


Figure  7.  Upland  Sandpiper  on  Cozumel,  1 1 September 
2003.  Photograph  by  Rafael  Chacon. 


Benny  Campos  found  an  immature  on  the  golf 
course  4 November  2011  (Figure  4)  that  was 
seen  again  14  November  by  Tom  Bennett  and 
Rafael  Chacon  (Gomez  de  Silva  et  al.  2012).  On 
7 February  2012,  Patty  O’Neill  photographed 
what  appears  to  be  the  same  bird  (Figure  5). 

• American  Avocet 
Recurvirostra  americana 

The  first  Cozumel  record  of  American  Avocet 
was  established  when  David  Klauber  encoun- 
tered two,  one  of  them  in  alternate  plumage 
with  rusty  head  and  neck,  at  the  edge  of  a shal- 
low pond  on  the  eastside  coastal  road  on  8 Au- 
gust 2001  (Gomez  de  Silva  2002a).  On  11-12 
September  2003,  the  author  recorded  an  Amer- 
ican Avocet  with  Black-necked  Stilts  (Himanto- 
pus  mexicanus)  at  the  edge  of  a fairway  lagoon 
on  the  Cozumel  Country  Club.  During  the 
observation,  Rafael  Chacon,  a local  biologist, 
produced  a photograph  of  the  bird  taken  10 
September  (Figure  6;  Gomez  de  Silva  2004a). 
On  4 October  2011,  the  author  photographed  a 
basic-plumaged  bird  at  the  same  location. 

• Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  Upland  Sand- 
piper as  a rare  transient  on  the  Yucatan  Penin- 
sula. On  11  September  2003,  Hal  Opperman 
found  an  individual  of  this  species  on  a fairway 
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at  the  Cozumel  Country  Club.  The  bird  main- 
tained a distance  from  the  human  activity  on 
the  golf  course  by  making  short  flights  down 
the  fairway  when  approached.  Rafael  Chacon 
photographed  the  bird  that  day  for  the  first  Co- 
zumel record  (Figure  7).  The  bird  was  relocated 
at  the  same  location  the  next  morning  (Gomez 
de  Silva  2004a). 

• Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as 
hypothetical  based  on  the  report  of  “a  lone 
bird  lingering  with  a few  Least  Sandpipers  (C. 
minutillay’  19-22  November  1971  (Phillips 
1975).  On  4 May  2000,  the  author  studied  an 
altemate-plumaged  Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
vHth  six  White-rumped  Sandpipers  (C  fusci- 
coUis)  and  four  Least  Sandpipers  in  a swale  on 
the  west  island  road  for  the  first  verified  Cozu- 
mel record.  Following  the  2001  opening  of  the 
Cozumel  Country  Club,  the  author  recorded 
this  species  five  times  in  the  shorebird  hocks 
utilizing  the  wet  fairways:  one  on  24  Septem- 
ber 2001,  one  on  23  September  2002  (Gomez 
de  Silva  2003),  three  on  11  September  2003, 
one  juvenile  on  24  September  2010  (photo- 
graphed), and  one  on  4 October  2011.  Addi- 
tionally, on  24  September  2006,  Hector  Gomez 
de  Silva  photographed  an  adult  on  the  west 
island  road  (Figure  8;  Gomez  de  Silva  2007a). 
This  species  is  probably  a regular  migrant  on 
Cozumel,  with  the  lack  of  prior  records  the 
likely  result  of  limited  observer  coverage  during 
migration  windows. 

• Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 
During  the  height  of  Hurricane  Isidore's  activity 
14-27  September  2002,  the  storm  moved  out  of 
the  Caribbean,  crossed  Cuba  and  eastern  Mexi- 
co, and  turned  northeastward  to  dissipate  over 
the  Ohio  River  Valley.  On  23  September  2002, 
the  author  located  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  the 
Cozumel  Country  Club,  and  24  more  birds  the 
following  day,  for  the  first  verified  island  records 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2003).  Additionally,  the  author 
encountered  six  birds  at  the  same  location  on 
15  October  2007,  and  Lynnette  Smith  photo- 
graphed an  individual  there  on  4 October  2011 
(Figure  9).  The  only  spring  report  for  this  spe- 
cies comes  from  Barbara  MacKinnon  and  Rafael 
Chacon,  with  one  bird  at  the  Cozumel  Country 
Club  on  11  April  2006  (Gomez  de  Silva  2006). 

• Stilt  Sandpiper  Calidris  himantopus 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  a 
regular  visitor  from  October  through  March 
along  the  Gulf  coast  south  to  the  state  of  Yu- 
catan. On  23  September  2002,  as  destructive 
Hurricane  Isidore  moved  over  the  mainland,  the 
author  studied  two  Stilt  Sandpipers  feeding  in 


a rainwater  pool  on  a fairway  at  the  Cozumel 
Country  Club  (Gomez  de  Silva  2003). 

• Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

Tryngites  subruficollis 

On  22  April  1999,  Ron  Huffman,  Susane  Bay- 
ley,  Tom  Fawcett,  and  Bill  and  Marsha  Weston 
identihed  two  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  on  the 
eastside  coastal  road  at  a distance  of  30  meters. 
The  birds  were  foraging  along  the  muddy  edge 
and  grassy  border  of  a seasonal  pond.  This  rep- 
resents the  first  Cozumel  record  for  this  species. 

• Sabine’s  Gull  Xema  sabini 

Howell  and  Prairie  (1989)  report  a February 
1989  sighting  for  Yucatm,  and  Howell  et  al. 
(2001)  include  photographs  of  a juvenile  taken 
at  Puerto  Morelos,  Quintana  Roo  on  26  No- 
vember 1999.  During  a ferry  crossing  from  San 
Miguel  to  the  mainland  on  13  September  2003, 
JoLynn  Edwards  observed  two  small  gulls  with 
buoyant  flight  crossing  the  bow  at  a distance  of 
30  meters  (Gomez  de  Silva  2004a).  An  excellent 
view  in  the  morning  light  revealed,  “adults  with 
a yellow-tipped  black  bill,  black  nape  patch, 
gray  upper  body,  and  distinctly  tricolored  wings 
of  gray,  white,  and  black.”  This  sighting  oc- 
curred well  before  mid-channel  (20°  31.043’  N, 
87°  00.289’  W),  with  Cozumel  only  about  4.7 
kilometers  distant. 


Figure  8.  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  on  Cozumel,  24 
September  2006.  Photograph  by  Hktor  Gomez  de  Silva. 


Figure  9.  Pectoral  Sandpiper  on  Cozumel,  4 October  201 1 . 
Photograph  by  Lynnette  Smith. 
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• Gull-billed  Tem  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  Gull-billed  Tern 
as  a visitor  to  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  region 
from  August  through  March,  but  no  Cozumel 
records  are  noted.  On  22  September  2010, 
the  author  observed  a basic-plumaged  bird  at 
a tidal  lagoon  near  Punta  Celerain  (Gomez  de 
Silva  2011a).  The  bird  landed  among  roosting 
Sandwich  Terns  (Thalasscus  sandvicensis)  at  a 
distance  of  20  meters.  This  represents  the  only 
Cozumel  record  of  this  species. 

• Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  a 
regular  transient  within  the  Yucatan  Peninsula 
region,  but  they  indicate  a lack  of  records  for 
Cozumel.  On  23  September  2002,  the  author 
studied  a basic-plumaged  adult  over  a fairway 
lagoon  at  the  Cozumel  Country  Club,  and  four 
were  encountered  at  a swale  alongside  the  west 
island  road  the  following  day.  These  hrst  island 
records  followed  the  three-day  passage  of  Hur- 
ricane Isidore  through  the  Yucatan  Peninsula. 
On  21  September  2010,  the  author  noted  two 
basic-plumaged  adults  from  the  ferry  (Gomez 
de  Silva  2011a);  this  observation  was  during  a 
prolonged  period  of  mild  weather  and  may  re- 
flect a regular  passage  offshore. 

• Eurasian  Collared-Dove 

Streptopelia  decaocto 

During  the  past  decade,  this  species  has  colo- 
nized northern  Mexico  from  the  introduced 
Bahamian  population  that  reached  Florida  in 
the  early  1980s.  Within  the  Yucatan  Peninsula 
region,  the  hrst  report  of  this  species  involved 
a single  bird  at  Cancun  in  January  2002,  fol- 
lowed by  the  first  record  for  Yucatan  at  Celestiin 
m December  2004  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b).  In 
recent  years,  this  species  is  seen  in  nearly  ev- 
ery coastal  town  on  the  mainland  as  well  as  in 
coastal  northern  Belize  Qones  2005). 

The  hrst  Cozumel  report  was  of  a bird  seen 
along  the  west  island  road  on  10  March  2002 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2002b).  On  21  September 
2010,  the  author  observed  two  birds  in  San 
Miguel,  and  a short  search  of  three-square 
blocks  four  days  latter  tallied  nine  individuals 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2011a).  On  5 October  2011, 
this  species  was  easily  detected  in  the  same  sec- 
tion of  San  Miguel,  with  a count  of  17  birds. 

• Black-billed  Cuckoo 

Coccyzus  erythropthalmus 
Lopez  Ornat  et  al.  (1989)  detail  just  three  re- 
ports of  Black-billed  Cuckoo  for  the  Yucatan 
Peninsula  region  1979-1986.  Howell  and  Webb 
(1995)  include  this  species  on  the  island’s  hy- 
pothetical list  based  on  a century-old  record 
mentioned  in  Paynter  (1955). 


On  18  October  1995,  six  days  after  Hur- 
ricane Roxanne  made  landfall  at  Tulum,  and 
while  the  storm  was  regaining  strength  in  the 
Gulf  of  Campeche,  a very  large  fallout  of  mi- 
grants occurred  on  Cozumel.  The  storm’s  pow- 
erful winds  severely  damaged  buildings  and 
stripped  much  of  the  island’s  vegetation.  At 
dawn  on  that  date,  the  author  noted  many  birds 
in  the  sheltered  hotel  courtyard,  some  feeding 
on  lawns,  others  perched  in  ornamental  trees  or 
in  the  hedgerows  bordering  a walkway.  A Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo  (C.  americanus)  was  found 
trapped  in  an  interior  hallway  and  was  released. 
Shortly  thereafter,  a Black-billed  Cuckoo  was 
discovered  sitting  in  a small  tree,  furnishing  a 
hrst  Cozumel  record. 

• Northern  Potoo  Nyctibiusjamaicensis 
Howell  (2004)  reports  the  hrst  record  of  North- 
ern Potoo  for  Cozumel  on  24  January  2002. 
David  Bacab  encountered  an  individual  on  28 
March  2008  (Gomez  de  Silva  2008b),  and  the 
author  hushed  a bird  from  a hunting  perch  on 
22  September  2010.  This  species  is  known  to 
wander,  with  records  in  Mexico  from  sea  level 
to  2000  meters  elevation  and  similar  elevational 
range  in  the  Greater  Antilles.  The  appearance  of 
this  species  on  Cozumel  may  correlate  to  new 
areas  of  edge  habitat,  the  result  of  an  extraor- 
dinary series  of  major  hurricanes  that  began  in 
1988  with  Gilbert,  a Category  5 storm. 

• Cinnamon  Hummingbird  Amazilici  rutila 
On  2 January  2005,  Jeremy  Gatten  noted  a Cin- 
namon Hummingbird  in  a hotel  courtyard  at 
San  Miguel  (date  given  as  3 January  in  Gomez 
de  Silva  2005b).  James  Fenneman  and  Nathan 
Hentze  also  watched  the  bird  for  several  min- 
utes during  multiple  visits.  This  sighting  rep- 
resents the  hrst  record  of  this  species  for  Co- 
zumel. 

• Yucatan  Woodpecker 

Melanerpes  pygmaeus 

Howell  (2004)  notes  a sharp  decrease  in 
counts  of  Yucatan  Woodpecker  on  Cozumel 
1996-2003;  a notable  rebound  has  occurred  in 
recent  years.  During  three  days  in  September 
2003,  the  author  encountered  only  one  bird, 
and  a three-day  visit  in  January  2005  tallied 
seven.  Eight  birds  were  seen  on  25  September 
2010,  and  during  four  days  in  September- 
October  2011,  29  birds  were  found  in  a va- 
riety of  non-urban  habitats.  It  appears  likely 
that  following  a period  of  high  stress  caused 
by  devastating  hurricanes,  this  species  has 
benehted  from  the  abundance  dead  trees.  The 
recent  scarcity  of  Golden-fronted  Woodpecker, 
another  Melanerpes,  may  have  aided  the  popu- 
lation rebound. 


• Golden-fronted  Woodpecker 

Melanerpes  aurifrons 

As  for  Yucatan  Woodpecker,  Howell  (2004) 
notes  the  sharp  decrease  in  numbers  of  Gold- 
en-fronted Woodpeckers  on  Cozumel  1996- 
2003.  During  16  days  in  the  held  over  seven 
years  (2005-2011),  the  author  encountered 
just  one  bird,  a male  of  undetermined  sub- 
species at  El  Cedral  on  16  October  2008.  The 
endemic  Cozumel  subspecies  leei  may  have 
suffered  a fatal  blow  from  the  succession  of 
destructive  hurricanes  1988-2011.  Observers 
of  Golden-fronted  Woodpeckers  on  Cozumel 
should  attempt  to  photograph  and  document 
the  birds  extensively  to  help  determine  the  sta- 
tus of  leei. 

• Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

Empidonaxjlaviventris 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as 
uncommon  to  rare  on  the  Yucatan  Peninsula 
during  winter,  where  it  is  highly  vocal  with 
a distinctive  call.  On  9 October  1998,  at  the 
San  Gervasio  ruins,  the  author  noted  a call- 
ing Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  perched  about 
3 meters  above  the  ground  at  the  edge  of  in- 
tact forest,  the  hrst  for  Cozumel.  During  the 
observation,  the  bird  took  various  perches, 
always  along  the  forest  edge.  This  species 
probably  occurs  at  least  occasionally  on  mi- 
gration on  Cozumel. 

• Alder  Flycatcher  Empidonax  alnorum 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  no  records  of 
Alder  Flycatcher  for  the  Yucatan  Peninsula. 
MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011)  list  just  seven  hrm  re- 
cords for  the  region,  one  from  Cozumel:  Hec- 
tor Gomez  de  Silva  (2007a)  studied  two  birds 
near  San  Gervasio  on  25  September  2006  that 
were  identihed  as  Alder  Flycatchers  based  on 
“pip  calls,  similar  to  the  peep  of  Hammond’s 
Flycatcher.”  Despite  the  relatively  extensive 
birding  coverage  of  Cozumel  during  Septem- 
ber and  early  October,  there  are  no  other  re- 
ports of  the  species  from  the  island.  On  22 
September  2012,  the  author  observed  a silent 
AlderAVillow  Flycatcher  (E.  alnorum/ traillii) 
along  the  edge  of  a roadway  near  the  sewage 
treatment  plant.  Banding  projects  in  the  east- 
ern Yucatan  Peninsula  have  detected  many  of 
the  AlderAVillow  Flycatchers  in  mangrove  and 
coastal  scrub  (MacKinnon  et  al.  2011),  habi- 
tats that  perhaps  deserve  more  careful  scrutiny 
during  fall  migration. 

• Eastern  Phoebe  Sayornis  phoebe 

James  Fenneman  and  Nathan  Hentze  discov- 
ered an  individual  of  this  species  on  the  grounds 
of  a west  island  hotel  on  3 January  2005,  for  the 
first  island  record  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b). 
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Figure  11.  Hurricane  Roxanne's  direct  hit  on  Cozumel,  10  October  1995.  Image  courtesy  of  NASA. 


• Vermilion  Flycatcher 
Pyrocephalus  rubinus 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as 
hypothetical  on  the  island,  though  common  in 
appropriate  habitat  on  the  mainland.  On  1 De- 
cember 2006,  Rick  Taylor  and  others  identified 
a female-plumaged  bird  on  post  near  a fairway 
lagoon  at  the  Cozumel  Country  Club,  the  first 
for  Cozumel  (Gomez  de  Silva  2007b);  the  bird 
remained  there  for  at  least  one  more  day. 

• Great  Kiskadee  Pitangus  sulphuratus 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  Great  Kiskadee 
as  hypothetical  on  Cozumel.  On  12  September 
2003,  the  author  encountered  a calling  Great 
Kiskadee  on  a fairway  of  the  Cozumel  Coun- 
try Club;  the  bird  was  photographed  by  Rafael 
Chacon.  On  11  November  2004,  Bill  Miller 
reported  a single  bird  at  the  nearby  Bello  Ca- 
ribe  subdivision  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005a),  and 
the  author  studied  one  at  the  Cozumel  Coun- 
try Club  on  7 January  2005  (Gomez  de  Silva 
2005b).  The  three  observations  likely  involved 
the  same  long-staying  individual;  however,  on  5 
October  2011,  the  author  found  a pair  of  birds 
at  the  Cozumel  Country  Club,  one  of  which  was 
photographed  by  Lynette  Smith  (Figure  10). 

• Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
Myiodynastes  luteiventris 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  a 
common  summer  breeder  on  the  mainland.  On 
23  September  2002,  the  author  encountered  a 
single  bird  along  the  entrance  road  to  El  Cedral 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2003)  for  the  first  island  re- 
cord. The  passage  of  Hurricane  Isidore  may  well 
have  been  a factor  in  the  appearance  of  this  in- 
dividual on  the  island. 

• Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
lyrannus  Jorficatus 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  a 
rare  transient  on  island.  The  author  encoun- 
tered an  adult  with  at  the  west  end  of  the  Co- 
zumel Airport  on  18  October  1995,  one  week 


Figure  1 0.  Great  Kiskadee  on  Cozumel,  5 October  201 1 . 
Photograph  by  Lynette  Smith. 


after  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Roxanne. 

• Rose-throated  Becard 
Pachyramphus  aglaiae 

Howell  (2004)  lists  a pair  on  4 December  1996 
as  the  first  island  record.  On  3 May  2000  near 
the  San  Gervasio  ruins,  the  author  discovered 
an  adult  male  Rose-throated  Becard  and,  shortly 
thereafter,  a recently  constructed  nest  above  the 
trail.  The  next  day,  the  author  located  a female 
at  the  same  location.  Neither  indiwdual  was 
seen  to  approach  the  nest,  but  these  birds  were 
likely  attempting  to  breed  on  Cozumel. 

• Lesser  Greenlet  Hylophilus  decurtatus 
Lesser  Greenlet  occurs  in  tall  evergreen  wood- 
land on  the  nearby  mainland  and  is  neither  mi- 
gratory nor  known  to  wander  from  this  habitat. 
On  17  October  1995,  amid  the  post-Hurricane 
Roxanne  destruction,  the  author  studied  an  in- 
dividual of  this  species  in  protected  bushes  be- 
neath the  second-floor  balcony  of  a hotel.  The 
powerful  offshore  airflow  of  Hurricane  Roxanne 
(Figure  11)  almost  certainly  contributed  to  the 
appearance  of  this  bird  on  Cozumel. 

• Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  Regains  calendula 
Jorge  Montejo  studied  a Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
feeding  with  a muted  flock  of  island  residents 
and  wintering  migrants  near  the  San  Gervasio 
ruins  on  8 January  2005.  This  marks  the  first 
island  record  (incorrectly  attributed  to  Amy 
McAndrews  in  Gomez  de  Silva  2005b). 

• Veery  Catharus  fuscescens 

Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  a 
common  migrant  throughout  the  Gulf  slope  of 
southern  Mexico.  The  first  observation  on  Co- 
zumel took  place  on  17  October  1995,  in  the 


wake  of  Hurricane  Roxanne,  when  the  author 
observed  an  indiwdual  actively  feeding  in  a pro- 
tected hotel  courtyard.  The  bird  moved  about 
the  lawn  in  loose  association  with  two  Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes  (C.  minimus),  three  Swain- 
son’s  Thrushes  (C.  ustulatus),  and  one  Wood 
Thrush  (Hylocichla  mustelina).  Single  Veeries 
seen  by  the  author  near  El  Cedral  on  23  Sep- 
tember 2002  and  along  the  west  island  road 
the  next  day  may  have  had  some  connection  to 
the  passage  of  Hurricane  Isidore.  While  sight- 
ings of  Veery  during  the  fall  season  appear  to  be 
infrequent  and  in  some  cases  possibly  related 
to  storm  actiwty  the  author  encountered  single 
birds  on  forest  trails  on  2-3  May  2000  and  at 
two  locations  on  4 May  2000,  during  a period 
when  no  strong  weather  patterns  were  present. 
This  species  may  be  of  more  regular  occurrence 
than  previously  realized  on  Cozumel,  especially 
during  spring  migration. 

• Clay-colored  Thrush  Tardus  grayi 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as  hy- 
pothetical for  the  island.  On  3 January  2005,  a 
Clay-colored  Thrush  was  discovered  by  Nathan 
Hentze  and  party  on  the  grounds  of  a west  is- 
land hotel  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b),  for  the  first 
Cozumel  record.  A Clay-colored  Thrush  seen 
by  the  author  near  El  Cedral  on  7 January  2005 
was  probably  the  same  indmdual. 

• Orange-crowned  Warbler 

Oreothlypis  celata 

Macouzet  and  Escalante-Pliego  (2000)  report 
banding  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  on  24 
September  1994,  but  Howell  (2004)  does  not 
include  this  species  because  of  the  early  date. 
MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011)  update  the  status  of 
this  species  for  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  region. 
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detailing  reports  that  range  from  9 October 
through  30  April.  Charlie  Wright  described  an 
Orange-crowned  Warbler  on  Cozumel  14  De- 
cember 2011  (Gomez  de  Silva  2011b). 

• Nashville  Warbler  Oreothlypis  ruficapilla 
Macouzet  and  Escalante-Pliego  (2000)  report 
banding  an  individual  of  this  species  on  24  Sep- 
tember 1994  on  the  east  coast  road,  the  first  Co- 
zumel record.  During  the  late  afternoon  on  17 
October  1995,  six  days  after  Hurricane  Roxanne 
had  passed,  the  author  found  a Nashville  War- 
bler at  a small  refuse  dump  near  San  Miguel, 
where  warblers  of  multiple  species  foraged 
amid  garbage  bags  for  flies  and  other  insects. 

• Brewster’s  Warbler 

Vermivora  chrysoptera  x V pinus 
Dunng  the  morning  of  15  October  2008,  the 
author  and  David  Salas  Pacheco  studied  a male 
Brewsters  Warbler  (apparently  an  Fj),  the  first 
for  Cozumel,  at  a shaded  pool  where  passer- 
ines were  gathered  at  Cozumel  Country  Club 
(Gomez  de  Silva  2009).  Field  notes  include  the 
following  characters:  “throat  and  breast  white 
like  Golden-winged  Warbler;  dark  eye-line, 
including  lores;  yellow  forehead  and  crown; 
two  distinct  yellow  wingbars;  bluish-gray  nape, 
back,  wings,  and  rump;  white  vent.”  This  in- 
dividual was  seen  at  the  pool  three  times  over 
a two-hour  period.  MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011) 
detail  one  other  Quintana  Roo  record,  for  26 
September  2004. 

• Cerulean  Warbler  Setophaga  ceinlea 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995)  list  this  species  as 
an  uncommon  to  rare  transient  along  the  Gulf 
slope.  On  17  October  1995,  the  author  studied  a 
bnghtly  plumaged  female  was  feeding  in  a small 
refuse  dump  near  San  Miguel  for  the  first  island 
record.  This  individual  was  one  of  twenty-five 
species  of  warblers  recorded  in  a three-day  pe- 
riod during  the  massive  fallout  of  migrants  fol- 
lowing the  passage  of  Hurricane  Roxanne. 


• Canada  Warbler  Cardellina  canadensis 
Macouzet  and  Escalante-Pliego  (2000)  report 
mist-netting  five  Canada  Warblers  20-21  Sep- 


Figure  12.  Shiny  Cowbird  on  Cozumel,  30  January  2005. 
Photograph  from  video  by  Keith  Hansen. 
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tember  1994.  The  author  recorded  single  males 
on  22  and  24  September  2001  at  a shaded  pool 
at  Cozumel  Country  Club  (Gomez  de  Silva 
2002a).  The  absence  of  other  records  during  the 
well-surveyed  fall  period  suggests  that  Canada 
Warbler  may  occur  on  Cozumel  only  under  cer- 
tain meteorological  conditions  and/or  in  a nar- 
row window  of  migration. 

• Wbite-crowned  Sparrow 

Zonotrichia  leucophrys 
On  30  January  2005,  David  Yee  and  Keith  Han- 
sen discovered  an  adult  White -crowned  Spar- 
row perched  on  a fence  at  El  Cedral,  making 
the  first  island  record  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b). 

• Sbiny  Cowbird  Molothrus  bonariensis 
An  adult  male  Shiny  Cowbird  was  videotaped  at 
El  Cedral  on  30  January  2005  by  David  Yee  and 
Keith  Hansen,  the  first  for  Cozumel  (Figure  12). 

• Lesser  Goldfinch  Spinus  psaltria 
Howell  (2004)  describes  a series  of  reports  for 
this  species  at  El  Cedral  1993-2003  and  sug- 
gests that  these  were  probably  escaped  birds, 
based  on  the  presence  of  both  green-backed 
and  black-backed.  The  only  sighting  away  from 
El  Cedral  was  one  bird  observed  by  Hector  Go- 
mez de  Silva  on  the  east  coast  road  on  27  April 
2001.  The  author  encountered  this  species  at 
El  Cedral  during  each  of  five  visits  to  the  island 
between  1998  and  2003,  with  a high  count 
of  four  birds  on  23  September  2002.  A dark- 
backed  male  at  El  Cedral  on  7 January  2005 
was  the  author’s  most  recent  observation.  Since 
that  date,  no  further  sightings  have  been  noted 
during  five  visits  totaling  13  days  between  2006 
and  2011,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  species  is 
no  longer  present  on  Cozumel. 

Discussion 

Howell  (2004)  updates  the  Cozumel  bird-list 
total  to  at  least  224  species,  of  which  two  are 
listed  only  at  the  level  of  genus,  Stercorarius 
and  Chordeiles.  The  35  additional  species  not- 
ed in  this  paper  include  three  questioned  by 
Howell  (2004) — Orange-crowned  Warbler, 
Nashville  Warbler,  and  Canada  Warbler — and 
a further  six  treated  as  hypothetical  by  How- 
ell and  Webb  (1995):  Sharp-shinned  Hawk, 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper,  Black-billed  Cuckoo, 
Vermilion  Flycatcher,  Great  Kiskadee,  and  Clay- 
colored  Thrush.  Thus  the  current  Cozumel  list 
now  stands  at  259  species,  plus  one  distinc- 
tive hybrid,  Brewster’s  Warbler.  The  status  and 
distribution  of  an  additional  eight  species  of 
migrants  and  nesting  birds  are  also  updated 
herein,  including  the  first  documented  nest  of 
Rose-throated  Becard  and  the  apparent  failure 
of  Lesser  Goldfinch  to  establish  a stable  breed- 


ing population  on  Cozumel. 

Eleven  species  mentioned  in  the  literature 
on  Cozumel  are  not  included  in  the  current 
count  of  259  species.  Reports  of  a Collared 
Aragari  (Pteroglossus  torquatus)  at  San  Miguel  on 
30  January  2005  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b)  and 
of  a European  Starling  (Sturnus  vulgaris)  there 
17  December  2004  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b) 
probably  involved  escapees.  Other  species 
have  not  been  included  because  the  identifica- 
tion was  not  verified.  A report  of  Red-throated 
Ant-Tanager  (Habia  fuscicauda)  in  Macouzet 
and  Escalante-Pliego  (2000)  was  questioned  by 
Howell  (2004).  MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011)  attri- 
bute to  Macouzet  and  Escalante-Pliego  (2000) 
a record  of  Pine  Warbler  (Setophaga  pinus)  on  ^ 
Cozumel,  but  no  such  record  is  included  in  that 
paper.  MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011)  list  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  (Jyrannus  savana)  for  Cozumel,  but  i 
subsequent  review  of  the  photograph  indi-  | 
cates  that  the  bird  was  in  fact  a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  in  shadow.  Published  reports  of  a | 
Marbled  Godwit  (Limosa  fedoa)  at  the  Cozumel 
Country  Club  on  1 1 September  2003  (Gomez  i 
de  Silva  2004a)  and  of  a Masked  Tityra  (Tityra  \ 
semijasciata)  at  San  Gervasio  ruins  on  12  Janu-  ; 
ary  2005  (Gomez  de  Silva  2005b)  were  not  cor- 
rect in  their  attribution,  and  the  status  of  these 
reports  is  thus  unclear.  Undocumented  were 
reports  of  Yellow-green  Vireo  (Vireo  flavoviridis) 
on  19  October  2001  (Gomez  de  Silva  2002a)  |j 
and  Black-whiskered  Vireo  (V  altiloquus)  on  ii 
1 May  2006  (Gomez  de  Silva  2006).  A report  ■' 
of  Tawny-crowned  Greenlet  (Hylophilus  ochra-  !■ 
ceiceps)  is  attributed  to  Cozumel  from  an  undat-  '' 
ed  audio  recording  (Gomez  de  Silva  2008a)  and 
so  should  be  considered  tentative.  An  immature 
male  Flame-colored  Tanager  (Piranga  bidentata)  - 
was  reported  without  further  details  from  San  : 
Gervasio  on  14  February  2010  (Gomez  de  Silva 
2010b);  this  western  highland  species  seems  a 
very  improbable  visitor  to  Cozumel. 

Most  of  the  significant  island  records  detailed  - 
herein  are  the  result  of  field  work  during  peak  : 
migration  periods.  Several  of  these  species  that  ( 
are  infrequently  reported  on  the  mainland  may  ■ 
in  fact  regularly  use  Cozumel  during  migration 
in  spring  and/or  fall.  Widespread  coverage  dur-  T 
ing  the  winter  of  2004-2005  resulted  in  the  dis-  „ 
covery  of  six  new  species  for  the  island:  Shiny  || 
Cowbird  from  the  Caribbean;  Cinnamon  Hum-  - 
mingbird  and  Clay-colored  Thrush  from  the  \\ 
mainland;  and  Eastern  Phoebe,  Ruby-crowned  | 
Kinglet,  and  White-crowned  Sparrow,  migrants 
from  farther  north  in  North  America.  ; 

Because  the  Atlantic  hurricane  season  spans  jj 
the  window  of  “fall”  migration  for  Neotropical  i|- 
migrants,  from  June  through  November,  tropi- 
cal cyclones  have  a powerful  effect  on  the  dis-  'j 
placement  or  grounding  of  migrants  in  summer  j: 
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Figufi  13.  Satellite  image  ef  Hurricane  Isidore  on  22  September  2002,  after  striking  Cozumel  21  September  and  transiting 
the  nerthern  Yucatan  Peninsula.  Ims§e  courtesy  ef  MSA. 


and  fall.  Birds  flying  southward  over  open  water 
are  forced  to  seek  shelter  when  strong  low-pres- 
sure systems  are  active  in  the  vicinity,  and  Co- 
zumel may  be  the  first  opportunity  for  landfall 
and  shelter  for  such  migrants.  This  phenom- 
enon is  observed  frequently  in  the  Caribbean, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  on  Bermuda  and  is 
very  well  documented  and  similar  to  fallouts  of 
migrants  induced  by  non-tropical  low-pressure 
systems.  Far  less  often  documented,  and  little 
understood  as  a phenomenon,  resident  spe- 
cies from  the  mainland  may  on  rare  occasions 
become  displaced  offshore,  at  least  a short  dis- 
tance. For  instance,  on  23  September  2002,  in 
the  wake  of  Hurricane  Isidore  (Figure  13),  the 
author  located  Pectoral  and  Stilt  Sandpipers, 
Black  Tern,  Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher,  Yellow- 
bellied  Elaenia  (Elaenia  flavogaster),  and  Veery, 
thus  a mix  of  migrants  and  apparently  birds 
from  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  mainland.  The  re- 
cord of  Lesser  Greenlet  on  17  October  1995, 
follovhng  the  passage  of  Hurricane  Roxanne, 
may  also  have  involved  displacement  related 
to  habitat  destruction  on  the  mainland.  The 
reverse  phenomenon,  of  island  species  being 
moved  toward  the  mainland  by  hurricanes, 
also  appears  to  occur.  MacKinnon  et  al.  (2011) 
note  that  two  Cozumel  species,  White-crowned 
Pigeon  (Patagioenas  leucocephala)  and  Smooth- 
billed Ani  (Crotophaga  ani),  were  recorded  for 
the  first  time  in  Yucatan  following  the  passage 
of  Hurricane  Wilma  in  October  2005. 

Certainly,  other  observations  of  some  species 
included  in  this  paper  exist  for  Cozumel;  we 
encourage  all  observers  to  contribute  historical 
records  to  eBird  (<ebird.org>),  so  that  these  will 
come  to  light. 
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1 • Mainland  Alaska's  sixth  Dusky  Thrush,  and  first  ever  in  winter,  was  this  hardy  individual 
that  braved  winter  conditions  and  associated  with  a large  American  Robin  flock  in  Anchorage 
neighborhoods.  This  group  fed  on  chokecherry  berries  and  hulled  sunflower  seeds  at  backyard 
feeders  well  into  March  2012  (here  27  December  2011).  Photograph  by  Lucas  H.  DeCkco. 

2 • After  the  first  reports  on  9 December  2011,  McKay's  Buntings  shov/ed  well  at  four  Kenai 
Peninsula,  Alaska  sites  through  February  201 2,  including  this  bird  at  Ninilchik,  north  of  Homer, 
on  20  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Carol  A.  Griswold. 

3 • Possibly  the  winter  season's  most  newsworthy  raptor  in  Alaska  was  this  Red-tailed  Hawk 
in  the  Sterling  area  on  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  seen  30  December  201 1 . It  showed  the  extensive 
reddish  underparts  and  dark  dorsal  pattern  of  alascensis,  the  subspecies  that  nests  in  Alaska's 

Southeast.  The  Kenai  Peninsula  has  no  previous  winter  record  of  the  species.  Photograph  by 
Lucas  H.  DeCkco. 

4 • Following  a storm,  this  Asian  Rosy-Finch  appeared  on  Adak  Island  on  the  afternoon  of  30 
December  201 1 . This  bird  shows  plumage  characters  of  the  easternmost  subspecies,  brunneo- 
nucha,  which  winters  in  exposed  coastal  areas  from  the  southern  Kurile  Islands  to  Japan.  This 
represents  a first  record  for  Alaska  and  for  North  America.  Photograph  by  Isaac  Helmericks. 

5 • This  male  Purple  Finch  turned  up  at  a feeding  station  in  the  Homer,  Alaska  area,  where  it 
was  seen  regularly  into  March  (here  21  March)  2012,  furnishing  the  Homer  area's  fifth  and  the 
Kenai  Peninsula's  ninth  records,  all  from  the  winter  season.  Photograph  by  Aaron  J.  Lang. 
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1 " This  white-morph  Reddish  Egret  was  found  at  Las  Penitas  near  the  San  Venado  Island  estuary  in 
the  department  of  Leon,  Nicaragua  on  25  February  2012.  Photograph  by  Manfred  Bienert. 


2 • This  badly  wounded  juvenile  Solitary  Eagle  was  brought  into  Belize  Bird  Rescue  near  Belmopan 
on  6 December  201 1 . It  had  been  shot  in  an  agricultural  area  west  of  Alta  Vista  in  the  Stann  Creek 
Valley  the  day  before,  not  exactly  the  habitat  in  which  one  would  expect  this  exceptionally  rare 
forest  species.  Based  on  details  of  its  plumage  and  the  claim  by  those  who  found  it  that  it  had  been 
soliciting  food  from  a nearby  adult  before  it  was  shot,  it  is  believed  to  have  fledged  from  a nest  in 
the  nearby  foothills.  Unfortunately,  it  could  net  be  saved  and  died  of  its  wounds  eight  days  later. 
Photograph  by  RoniMartinei, 

3 • In  a winter  with  relatively  few  reports  of  Gyrfakon  in  British  Columbia,  this  stunning  juvenile 
gray  morph  found  near  Quesnel  5 February  2012  was  a pleasant  surprise.  Photograph  by  Steve  Smith. 


4  & 5 • This  adult  male  Merlin  of  the  prairie  subspecies  rkhardsoni  was  found  on  the  Zamorano 
University  campus  18  December  201 1,  the  first'Trairie  Merlin"  to  be  photographically  documented 
in  Central  America.  Photograph  by  John  van  Oort. 
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1 • One  of  two  Sprague's  Pipits  found  at  Kanapaha  Prairie,  Alachua  County 

1 8 and  1 9 (here)  December  201 2,  this  was  the  first  of  its  species  to  be  verified 
in  the  Florida  peninsula.  Photograph  by  Steve  Collins. 

2 • A juvenile  White-tailed  Kite  lingered  in  the  Washington  Fields, 

Washington  County,  Utah  from  1 7 December  201 1 through  20  March 
(here  3 February)  2012,  giving  observers  from  throughout  the  state  a 
rare  opportunity  to  study  this  species  in  Utah.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

3 • This  immature  male  King  Eider  traveled  from  Escambia  County  to 
Santa  Rosa  County,  Florida  from  21  through  26  (here  25)  December  201 1 . 
Photograph  by  Larry  Good. 

4 • This  male  Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  hybrid  was  found  by 

Edward  S.  Brinkley  28  January  2012  at  Merritt  Island  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Brevard  County,  Florida,  where  it  remained  through  4 (here  2)  February.  The 
enormous  wigeon  flock  here  also  held  seven  male  Eurasian  Wigeons,  a large 
number  for  any  location  in  the  Southeast.  Photograph  by  Danny  Bales. 

5 • This  leucistic  Common  Grackle  (not  a Clark's  Nutcracker)  was  at  Ruskin, 
Hillsborough  County,  Florida  on  29  January  2012.  Photograph  by  Billie  Knight. 
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1 • This  male  Townsend's  Warbler  in  Dickinson  Township,  Cumberland 
County,  Pennsylvania  from  early  (here  18)  January  through  February 
2012  provided  a first  county  record  and  the  fourth  record  for  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Tom  Johnson. 

2 • Careful  scrutiny  of  juncos  produced  this  probable  Red-backed  Junco 

X Gray-headed  Junco  cross  at  Red  Rocks  Park,  Jefferson  County,  Colorado 
25  December  2011.  Red-backed  Junco  is,  as  yet,  unknown  from  the  state, 
though  it  might  be  of  semi-regular  occurrence  in  the  southwestern  corner, 
an  area  with  very  few  birders.  Also  in  attendance  at  this  feeder  were 
about  550  Gray-headed,  150  Pink-sided,  75  Oregon,  30  Slate-colored,  and 
1 0 Cassiar  Juncos,  plus  other  apparent  hybrids.  Photograph  by  Steven  G. 
MIodinow. 

3 • This  Colima  Warbler  discovered  30  December  201 1 near  Tetepango, 
Colima  furnished  a first  confirmed  record  for  the  state  of  Hidalgo. 
Photograph  by  Raul  Padilla. 

4 • A Common  Chaffinch  appeared  at  a feeder  the  home  of  Michael  Rahm- 
an, Union  Township,  Hunterdon  County,  New  Jersey  20  (here  undated) 
December  201 1 and  was  enjoyed  by  many  during  its  stay,  through  21 
January  2012.  Photograph  by  Howard  B.  Eskin. 

5 • One  of  dozens  of  Snowy  Owls  in  New  England  in  winter  201 1 -201 2,  this 
individual  at  Sachuest  Point,  Rhode  Island  was  the  southernmost  of  the 
long-staying  birds  in  that  region.  First  found  26  December,  it  remained 
throughout  the  winter  (here  8 February),  despite  occasional  harassment 
by  local  Herring  Gulls.  Photograph  by  Robert  Weaver. 
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1 • First  noted  on  Christmas  Day  2011  and  staying  through  March  2012  (here  12  January), 
this  female  Townsend's  Warbler  vied  with  New  Hampshire's  Cape  May  Warbler  for  "most 
visited"  honors  among  wintering  warblers  in  New  England.  Photograph  byBoZaremba. 

2 • Creating  quite  a stir  in  western  Massachusetts,  this  immature  dark-morph  Western 
Red-tailed  Hawk  was  at  Hadley  17-27  (here  26)  February  2012,  providing  the  state  with 
only  its  first  or  second  record  of  this  subspecies.  Photograph  by  Ian  Davies. 

3 • Winter  2011-2012  turned  out  to  be  fantastic  one  for  Hoary  Redpolls  in  southern  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  This  Hoary  was  nicely  documented  at  Johnson's  Landing  in  the  Kootenays 
on  6 December.  Photograph  by  Oail Spitler. 

4 • One  of  five  Varied  Thrushes  in  New  England  in  winter  2011-2012,  this  bird  at  Dover, 
New  Hampshire  stayed  just  14-18  (here  18)  January  2012.  Photograph  byLen  Medlock. 

5 • Only  the  second  of  its  species  known  to  overwinter  in  the  New  England,  and  notable 
for  not  being  at  a feeder,  this  young  male  Cape  May  Warbler  fed  on  brine  flies  in  the 
wrack  line  at  Odiorne  Point  State  Park,  Rye,  New  Hampshire,  here  photographed  IS 
January  2012.  Photograph  by  Len  Medlock. 
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1 • This  Nutting's  Flycatcher  was  discovered  along  the  Bill  Williams  River,  Havasu 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Arizona  18  (here  31)  December  2011  and  remained  there  into 
February  2012,  furnishing  only  the  fourth  Arizona  record.  Photograph  by  Bryan  Patrick. 

2 • A first  for  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  region,  this  Calliope  Hummingbird,  which  was 
determined  to  be  a hatch-year  female,  visited  a feeder  in  Jennings  County,  Indiana 
for  four  months  before  it  was  finally  banded  and  its  identity  confirmed  on  27 
(here  23)  December  2011.  Photograph  by  Brainard Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

3 • Making  only  about  the  ninth  record  for  Louisiana,  this  Lark  Bunting  near  Lacassine, 
Jefferson  Davis  Parish  20  February  2012  (here)  through  the  end  of  month  was  also  a 
first  for  the  late  winter  season  and  one  of  only  two  that  were  present  for  extended 
periods.  Photograph  by  Tom  Finnie. 


4 • Louisiana  Waterthrush  may  winter  somewhat  regularly  in  the  mountains  and  foothills  of  southern  Baja 
California  Sur,  but  there  are  still  few  records.  This  bird  at  Arroyo  Alamo  on  the  road  past  San  Antonio  de  la 

Sierra  1 5 December  201 1 was  one  of  at  least  two  wintering  there  this  year.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 

5 • Smith's  Longspurs  moved  southward  toward  the  Texas  coast  this  season.  Up  to  eight  Smith's  thrilled 
birders  at  Highlands,  Harris  County  21  December  201 1 through  30  (here  7)  January  2012.  Photograph 
by  Stephan  Lorenz. 
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1 • Originally  discovered  on  20  January  201 2,  this  Empidonax  flycatcher  persisted  through  the  season 
at  Ashland,  Jackson  County,  Oregon.  Photographs  were  taken  on  three  different  days  during  the 
course  of  its  stay.  This  image  from  1 9 February  helped  confirm  its  identification  as  the  first  Ham- 
mond's Flycatcher  for  the  Oregon  and  Washington  region  in  winter.  Photograph  by  Marcus  Lorusso. 

2 • This  Northern  Waterthrush  at  Barnstable,  Massachusetts  27  December  201 1 remained  through 
the  season  and  may  represent  the  first  record  of  an  overwintering  individual  in  the  state. 
Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 

3 • From  4 (here  20)  February  through  March  2012,  this  Lazuli  Bunting  frequented  a feeder  in  Well- 
fleet,  Massachusetts,  only  a few  miles  from  a Painted  Bunting.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 

4 • Funrishing  a third  record  for  Ontario,  this  young  male  Smew  was  at  Whitby  26-28  (here  28) 
December  2011.  Photograph  by  Stuart  Immonen. 

5 • Even  with  a major  western  flight  bringing  a handful  as  far  south  as  Northern  California,  the 
discovery  of  this  Common  Redpoll  among  Lesser  Goldfinches  at  a feeder  in  Julian,  San  Diego  County, 
California  4-19  (here  4)  February  2012  was  an  enormous  surprise.  Photograph  by  VicMurayama. 
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1 " One  of  fewer  than  five  ever  recorded  in  Oklahoma,  this  lone  Acorn 

Woodpecker  graced  a feeder  and  local  oak  woods  in  the  Wichita  Mountains 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Oklahoma  from  late  December  201 1 through  the  end  of  winter 
(here  13  January  2012).  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


2 • Washington's  second  Ross's  Gull  frequented  Palmer  Lake,  Okanogan 
County  1 5-27  (here  21 ) December  201 1 , providing  the  highlight  of  the  season  for 
the  hundreds  of  birders  making  the  trek  to  see  it.  Washington's  previous  record 

was  in  1994,  and  Oregon  has  one  record.  Photograph  by  Gregg  Thompson. 


3 • Washington's  fourth,  this  female  McKay's  Bunting  inhabited  Ocean  Shores, 

Grays  Harbor  County  11  December  2011  through  12  (here  11)  February  2012. 

The  bunting's  true  identity  was  not  fully  determined  until  early  February.  The 
mostly  white  retrix  3 is  significant  for  the  identification  as  McKay's  Bunting, 
and  the  small,  dark,  tapered  centers  to  the  central  scapulars  indicate  a female.  Photograph  by  Charlie  Wright. 


4 • Brown  Jays  are  now  best  considered  casual  visitors  to  Texas,  so  two  at  Salineho,  Starr  County  from  3(here  8)  December  201 1 through  the  end  of  winter  caused  quite  a stir  among  birders 
visiting  the  area.  Photograph  by  Darken  Moore. 


5 • This  hatch-year  Red-flanked  Bluetail  was  found  and  photographed  by  Chad  "Jethro"  Runco,  a biologist  monitoring  Loggerhead  Shrikes  on  San  Clemente  Island,  Los  Angeles  County,  on  6 
December  201 1 . This  marks  the  second  record  for  California  and  the  mainland  of  North  America.  Photograph  by  Chad  "Jethro" Runco. 
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ABA  SUMMER  YOUNG  BIRDER  CAMPS  IS 
PARTNERED  WITH  LEICA  SPORT  OPTICS 


For  additional  information 
on  either  camp,  please  call 

Bill  Stewart  at  800*850.2473 
or  e-mail  at  bstewart@aba.org 
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